FIT FOR THE FUTURE ASSESSMENTS RELEASED
Tuesday, 20 October 2015
The NSW Government has today released IPART’s assessments of local government Fit for
the Future proposals.
IPART Chairman Dr Peter Boxall said 52 of the 139 proposals (received from 144 councils)1
were found to be ‘fit’ under the Fit for the Future criteria established by the Government last
year. These included four merger proposals (covering nine councils) and 48 proposals from
councils proposing to stand alone.
“All proposals to either stand-alone or merge were assessed according to whether they
delivered the scale and capacity, financial sustainability, the ability to effectively manage
infrastructure and services, and efficiency for the community as required under the criteria,”
Dr Boxall said.
“Of the 87 proposals found to be unfit, 60 (around 43% of all proposals received) did not
have sufficient scale and capacity, 18 did not meet the financial criteria and nine did not
meet either of these criteria,” Dr Boxall said.
”As we have said from the outset, our assessment of scale and capacity is about more than
population and, in making these assessments, we have considered the Independent Local
Government Review Panel’s preferred option and whether the proposal demonstrates the
council can achieve the key elements of scale and capacity.”
“Despite smaller populations, more regional councils were assessed as satisfying the scale
and capacity criteria than metropolitan councils because the ILGRP’s preferred option for
regional councils recognised the local circumstances and in many cases did not propose a
merger.”
Dr Boxall said that IPART made the assessments based on information provided by
councils, long-term financial reports and other available data. Additional information was
requested from most councils, with IPART holding meetings with some councils to clarify
key issues and also at a council’s request.
“We have not made any merger recommendations, but have assessed each council’s
proposal as either ‘fit’ or ‘not fit’,” Dr Boxall said.
IPART found that in the metropolitan area alone, savings of up to $1.95 billion would be
made over the next 20 years if the ILGRP merger recommendations were to be adopted.

1

The eight Far West councils were not required to submit proposals.

Where proposals included a potential future Special Variation to increase rates above the
rate peg, IPART considered whether such a future increase would be reasonable by
reviewing past increases, the affordability of these proposals within the community, and
what alternative options have been explored. The inclusion of these additional funds in the
assessment of a council’s proposal does not necessarily mean that such a future special
rate variation would be granted, as it would be assessed at the time the application is made.
The final assessments, council proposals, assessment methodology and submissions
received for each council are available on IPART’s website http://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au.
Those submissions where the author requested confidentiality have not been posted.
A full list of the assessments of all NSW councils follows.
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