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OBERON COUNCIL

Oberon Council would you like to invite all the community to attend a

Community Information Session

FIT FOR THE FUTURE

Robert (Bob) Hooper Community Centre
Thursday 23 April 2015, 5.30pm

The Fit for the Future process is the NSW Government's response to the final reports by the
Independent Local Government Review Panel and the Local Government Acts Taskforce. Each
Council in NSW is required to review its situation, and prepare a Fit for the Future submission by

30 June 2015 which demonstrates Council’s scale and capacity to meet the challenges ahead.

Fitforthe

www . fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday 23 April 2015
at the Robert (Bob) Hooper Community Centre, Oberon

Fitforthe 3

AGENDA, & HOUSEKEEPING
INTRODUCTIONS & PRESENTATIONS
QUESTIONS & FEEDBACK

PRESENTATIONS

= Background to the Fit for the Future Reform process

Why is Reform necessary?

What is the Fit for the Future Reform “Package”?

What is Oberon Council’s approach at this time?

What will our Fit for the Future proposal be?

Does this change how Oberon Council works?
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OBERON COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 2014

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
OUR COMMUNITY

BASIC SERVICES
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
RESPONSIVE and CARING
OPEN COMMUNICATION
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

OUTCOMES & ACTIONS

There are specific Actions which the Council will review with the
community in May and June each year when an Operational Plan and
Budget is determined for the next financial year commencing in July.

We will be visiting Black Springs, Burraga, and O’Connell plus attend
two meetings in Oberon.

QUESTIONS & FEEDBACK

NSW Govt response to final reports by Panel & Taskforce
with a dedicated website www.fitforthefuture.nsw.qgov.au

Make a SUBMISSION / FEEDBACK by email to:

council@oberon.nsw.gov.au or

PO Box 84
Oberon NSW 2787
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What is Oberon Council’s approach at this time?
What will our Fit for the Future proposal be?

Does this change how Oberon Council works?
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
OUR COMMUNITY

BASIC SERVICES
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
RESPONSIVE and CARING
OPEN COMMUNICATION
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

OUTCOMES & ACTIONS

There are specific Actions which the Council will review with the
community in May and June each year when an Operational Plan and
Budget is determined for the next financial year commencing in July.

We will be visiting Black Springs, Burraga, and O’Connell plus attend
two meetings in Oberon.
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QUESTIONS & FEEDBACK

NSW Govt response to final reports by Panel & Taskforce
with a dedicated website www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au

Make a SUBMISSION / FEEDBACK by email to:

council@oberon.nsw.qov.au or

PO Box 84
Oberon NSW 2787
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Oberon Council would you like to invite all the community to attend a

Community Information Session

FIT FOR THE FUTURE

Robert (Bob) Hooper Community Centre
Thursday 23 April 2015, 5.30pm

———
OBERON COUNCIL

The Fit for the Future process is the NSW Govemment's response to the final reports by the
independent Local Govemment Review Panel and the Local Govemment Acts Taskforce. Each
Council in NSW is required to review its situation, and prepare a Fit for the Future submission by

30 June 2015 which demonstrates Council’s scale and capacity to meet the challenges ahead.
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Where have we come from?
The journey so far...

2011 2012 2013 2014 Today
Destination TCorp Sustainability Review Fit for the
2036 Conducted a comprehensive, Future —
Councils came independent analysis into the financial Local
together to plan sustainability of every council in NSW. Government
how local ' : Will lay the
. f;‘c’ler’:gte:;e Local Government Infrastructure Audit foundations for a
challenges of the Provided information in relation to the stronger system
future . infrastructure backlog in NSW and identified of local
infrastructure needs by area and asset type. government
and stronger
. local
Independent Local Government Review communities.

Conducted wide consultation to develop key
recommendations regarding local government
structures, governance models and boundary
changes.

Local Government Acts Taskforce

Looked at ways to modernise legistation, to ensure
that it would meet the future needs of councils and
communities. Page 23
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New South Wales
Treasury Corporation

14 Overall Resulis

Table 1 below provides the current FSR distribution of the 152 Counclls in NSW as determined by
TCorp’s assessment process.

The results show that 113 (74.3%) of the 152 Councils are currently rated Moderate or better, and 38
(25.7%) are rated Weak or Very Weak. A Moderate rating indicates that a Council has an adequate
capacity to meet its financial obligations in the short to medium ferm (being the next five years), and to
manage risks to fis business. A Council rated as Moderate is fikely to have recorded some minor to
moderate operating deficits and it may have also recently recorded a significant operating deficit, It is
likely to be able to address any unforseen financial shocks with moderate revenue and/or expense
adjustments, Achieving a Moderate level FSR is-considered to be the base target level for Councils
and those Councils with a FSR higher than Moderate are in a much stronger position to deliver
services, manage their assets and risks and address their Infrastructure Backlogs. Councils rated as
Moderate will generally not have sufficient funds to address their Infrastructure Backlogs.

No Councils were assigned an FSR of Very Strong or Distressed.

Table 1 - FSR Distribution

_Rating Catinl Percentage
'Very Strong 0 0.0%
Sirong 2 1%
Sound 32 21.1%
Moderate o 7 52.0%
Weak 34 22.4%
Very Weak 5 S 35%
Distresseci 0 0.0%
Total 152 100.0%

The map in section 4.1 shows the geographic distribution of the assessed FSR for each Council,

TCorp also prepared an Outlook rating for each Coungil based on the perception of the likely future
movement in the FSR rating of each Councll. The Outlooks were assigned based on TCorp's view of
the likely movement (if any) of a Councif's FSR rating over the next three years.

The Outfooks determined are shown in Table 2 below:

Table2- Outlook Distribution

Outlook Caunt Percentage
Positie 5 3%
Newd o w7

Negalive ' 73 43.0%




Now Seuth Wales
Treasury Corporafion

b
i o There Is a much higher percentage of Rural Councils (32.4%) which TCorp considers to be
i Weak or Very Weak compared io Urban Councils {19.8%)
= Based solely on their FSR, no Councils were raled as either Very Strong or Distressed
= One Urban Council has a Strong FSR with a Positive Outlook and TCorp would expect that
Council fo achieve a Very Strong rating within the next few years. Two Rural Councils are
rated Very Weak with a Negative Qutlook both these Councils are expected to have a
Distressed rating within the next few years

The map below shows the regional distribution oi this FSR overlay analysls. When compared with the
previous map in section 4.1, more Councils are in the Weak or worse FSR category.

Graph 11 - FSR Overlay Maps

NSW Local Covernment Areas

Sydney Urban
Local Government Areas
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Fitfortheg
- Becoming Fit for the Future

Do you have the right scale and capacity?

* Starting point is the recommendations from the
Independent Local Government Review Panel in
relation to mergers and Rural Councils

If Yes If No

Roadmap to address Structural Change

other criteria Roadmap
Sustainability

Efficiency * Broadly consistent with the
Effective Infrastructure and recommendations of the Panel
Service Management




$258m

To help councils who have decided to

merge to make the transition and
provide services and facilities
communities need.

$13m

To support local transition
committees and ensure elected

representatives are involved in the

merger process.

$5.3m

To get new regional Joint
Organisations up and running.

S$4m

To help small councils (<10,000

population) develop innovative ways

of working.

Up to 5600m

Potential savings from cheaper

finance for Fit for the Future councils

to invest in local infrastructure.

Up to $100m

Reductions in red tape and

duplication will save councils up to

$100m.

4

Expert assistance

Funding for experts to help
merging councils explore the
options and prepare a sound
business case.

One stop shop

Access to the Office of Local
Government's One Stop Shop for
local government reform,
including a regional relationship
manager who understands your
area.

Facilitators

Access to fully-funded
professional facilitators who can
help councils begin discussions
about how to merge and the
benefits for their community.

Technical support
Access to a team of technical
experts to help prepare your Fit
for the Future proposal.

Fitforthe

What’s on offer for
Councils?

Up to $1 billion
reform package.
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Fitforthe
Becoming Fit for the Future

Criteria and benchmarks for being Fit

SUSTAINABILITY o J and Infrastiucture Asset Renewal R greater t

* Infrastructure Backlog Ratio (less than 2%)

Asset Maintenance Ratio (greater than 100% average over 3 years)
”‘JFM:TF;E‘?F 11\;155 » Debt Serwce Ratio (greater than 0 and less than or equal to 20%
SERVICE MANAGEMENT a'vera-g'e- over 3 years)

°Q0
>

Real Operating Expenditure per capita over time

EFFICIENCY

Page 31
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How were the criteria and measures
developed?

TCorp analysis & Accounting Code

recommendations p ‘ _ Infrastructure audit

Independent Pane!
research and
recommendations

b

Some TCorp '
caicuiations refined p— Some criteria refined
following input from

following review and
input from OLG _ i
LG sector and specialist recommendations

consuitants from IPART




Why were these measures chosen?

Sustainability

Operating Performance Ratio Core measure of financial sustainability — indicates

Council's capacity to meet ongoing operating
expenditure requirements.

Own Source Revenue

Councils with higher own source revenue have greater
ability to control their own operating performance and
financial sustainability.

Benchmark: TCorp recommended 60% as the
minimum level to ensure Council’s have sufficient
flexibility to manage external shocks and challenges.

Building and Infrastructure
Asset Renewal Ratio

Measures whether Council’s assets are deteriorating
faster than they are being renewed - indicator of
whether Council’s infrastructure backlog is likely to
increase.

Benchmark: Ratio of greater than 100% ensures
community assets are managed in a sustainable way.




Why were these measures chosen?

Infrastructure and service management

Infrastructure Backlog Ratio Measures how effectively Council's are managing their infrastructure.

Increasing backlogs may affect Council's ability to provide services
and remain sustainable.

Benchmark: The benchmark of less than 2% ensures infrastructure
backlogs are at manageable levels.

Asset Maintenance Ratio

Measures whether Council is spending enough on maintaining its
assets to avoid increasing its infrastructure backiog.

Benchmark A ratio of greater than 100% ensures Council's
infrastructure position is not deteriorating.

Debt Service Ratio

Real Operating Expenditure
per capita

Indicates whether Council is using debt wisely to share the life-long
cost of assets and avoid excessive rate increases.

Benchmark: It is appropriate that Council’s should carry some level
of debt to ensure inter-generational equity in funding major
infrastructure.

Indicates how well Councils are utilising economies of scale and
managing service levels to achieve efficiencies.

Benchmark: Focuses on each Council’s individual performance
over time, rather than comparing with others. Decline in real
expenditure per capita indicates improved efficiency (all things
being equal). 4
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START HERE

How To Instructions

ENTER DATA HERE

Operating Performance
Data

w Self Assessment Tool

END HERE

|

RESULTS

—

Overall Resuits

Own Source Revenue
Data

I

Operating Performance

Res'ult - {}

Building and
Infrastructure Asset
Renewal Data

l

Own Source Revenue . Print All
Result nn =

Infrastructure Backlog
Data

|

Building and
Infrastructure Asset
Renewal Result

Asset Maintenance Data

Infrastructure Backlog
Result

Debt Service Data

Asset Maintenance
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l

—
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Real Operating
Expenditure Per Capita

Data

Debt Service Result

Real Operating
Expenditure Per Capita
Result



The Fit for the Future toolkit

v’ S Self-Assessment Tool
Template 1 Councii Merger Proposai

Template 2 Council Improvement Proposal
i (Existing struciure)

Template 3 Rural Councii Proposal
(to be released following further development)

Toolkit available at: www fitforthefuture nsw gov.au



Rural Council Characteristics

High operating costs
associated with a
dispersed population
and limited
opportunities for return
on investment

Long distance to a
major (or sub) regional
centre

Challenges in financial
sustainability and
provision of adequate
services and
infrastructure

Fitforthe

Local economies that are

based on Low-rate base and high
agricultural/resource grant reliance
iIndustries

Difficulty in attracting
Limited options for and retaining skilled

mergers and experienced staff

High importance of Small and static or
retaining local identity, declining population

social capital, and spread over a large
capacity for service area

delivery



Fitforthe; >
The Rural Council Options

These options were developed through the
workshop process. Your Council may develop
proposals for any or all, of the options:

1. Resource sharing

Shared administration

Specialty services

Streamlined governance

Streamlined planning, reporting and
regulation

6. Service review
Proposals do not need to be limited to these options

ok wWN



OBERON COUNCIL

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT OBERON COMMUNITY
STRATEGIC PLAN 2015

Oberon Council is holding a series of community meetings to present the Draft Oberon Communily

Strategic Plan 2015. The Draft Oberon Community Strategic Plan 2015 and associated documents
will be on public exhibition from 25 May until 22 June 2015,

Community Meetings will be held at the following locations and dates:

Tue 26 May |6.00pm Robert Hooper Community Centre, Floming Street, Oberon
Wed 3 June |2.00pm Robeit Hooper Community Centre, Fleming Street, Oberon
Thur 4 June |6.00pm | O'Connell Public School Hall, Black Mills Lane, O'Connell

Mon 8 June [6.00pm Black Springs Community Hall, Dog Rocks Road, Black Springs
Thur 11 June |7.00pm Burraga Sport and Recreation Club, Lioyd Street, Burraga

Council representatives will be happy to address Community Groups and Organisations in relation
to the Plan and inferested groups should contact Councils Executive Coordinator, Sharon
Swannell on 6329 8151.

The Draft Oberon Community Strategic Plan 2015 and associated documents will be available for
viewing at the following locations:

Council’s Administration Centre
137-139 Oberon Street, Oberon or phone 6329 8100 for further information

Oberon Library
Cnr Dart & Fleming Streets, Oberon

Oberon Visiior Information Centre
48 Ross Street, Oberon

Council's Website
oberon.nsw.gov.au or QR Code

Wﬁitenstl:nissiomamhMﬁedinrelaﬁmbheDmﬂObemnCommuilyShabgk Plan 2015 up
until 4.30pm on Monday 22 June 2015. These shoukd be addressed to the General Manager,
Oberon Council, PO Box 84, Oberon NSW 2787.
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OBERON COUNCIL
Community Presentation - Fit For the Future
Thursday 23 April 2015, Commencing at 5.38pm

Councillors: Deputy Mayor Kerry Gibbons (chair); CIr John Morgan, Clr Jill Evans, CIr lan Doney,
ClIr Kathy Sajowitz and CIr Sam Lord

Staff: General Manager Alan Cairney, Planning and Development Director Gary Wallace, Works
and Engineering Director Chris Schumacher, Community Services Coordinator Kathy Beesley,
Management Accountant Tim Booth and Executive Coordinator Sharon Swannell

Apologies: Mayor John McMahon

Community Members: Brenda Lyon, Don Capel, Julian Sortland, Veronika Cvitanovic

Alan Cairney welcomed community members and introduced Councillors and Staff.

A presentation was provided by Councillors and Management Staff.

Questions:

asked do the State Government still cap rates?

Alan Cairney replied yes. We have just gone through the process of applying for a special rate
variation.

isked in relation to boundary changes do the community in those areas have any say
in what Council area they are in or is it just a Council negotiation?

General Manager Alan Cairney replied the Boundaries Commission used to be more active, a
petition of more than 95 signatures would be required. That has not come about and we have not
initiated those discussions as Bathurst and Lithgow have not shown any interest in this process.

asked a question in relation to debt ratio, what is the percentage based on?

Alan Caimey replied, 5% of revenue. It is based on Council’s ability to repay any debt.

commented that the Rural Council 6 options should be applied no matter which model

you go for.

asked a question about resource sharing, does that relate to things such as

regional library?

Alan Cairney stated Council had previously had a bad experience under a shared arrangement
with Lithgow Library but we do collaborate quite well with Bathurst and other areas.

asked has Council looked at the Hunter Region Council's as a model? Things such
as centralised Records Management etc.

Alan Cairney replied yes we have visited and reviewed their benchmark. They are a much bigger
population base; we have a much larger geographical area with a lower population base.



OIN

—;sked did Council ever release the results of the survey that was undertaken late last
year

™= OBEF

OBERON COUNCIL

Alan Cairney replied that there were 309 submissions, 201 voted for 10% increase, 88 voted for a
5% and 20 commented they wanted no increase at all.

commented there is strong community support for maintaining the Council. | think the
message 10 get across is if we want to maintain the Council we have to be prepared to pay for it.

Councillor Kerry Gibbons commented that our Council get issues resolved quickly, this would not
happen if we were part of a larger Council. He also commented that the attendance is
disappointing, it is difficult to get people to attend meetings such as this. The Oberon community
always amazes me; we have fantastic facilities, great services, fantastic volunteer base, new
blocks of land opening up on both sides of town.

_:ommented that the Government is always talking about cutting red tape and

now they are creating more.

Alan Cairney replied that the cost has been very high to go through this process. The big wins for
the State are in the Metropolitan areas.

Councillor lan Doney replied Local Government has the opportunity to be one of the least
bureaucratic organisations.

_ added it is a costly exercise to provide the information to the State to meet the

constant expectations.

Councillor lan Doney replied that he believes the community want good mature leadership,
practical and efficiently delivered. People want to be able to talk to somebody and get something
fixed. | believe the community continue to trust us. We have to jump through these hoops, but think
we have a huge amount of community support.

_sked if Council submits its Fit for the Future proposal who then determines if

Oberon is Fit for the Future.

Alan Cairney explained that the plan needs to show how you will become more sustainable into the
future, deterioration is reversing. Some Councils will take longer to become sustainable into the
future. The story about how sustainable you are going to be and how you engage with the
community about the problems you have and how you are going to overcome those problems are
what is important. An expert panel will be appointed to go though every Council’s Fit for the Future
submission. Most Councils will hear back by October.

% commented it does no harm for organisations to have a serious look at themselves
Y.

Councillor John Morgan stated that the amount of planning, documentation and forward thinking is
very impressive. | believe we are in good stead.

Councillor Kerry Gibbons thanked all of the attendees and closed the meeting at 6.54pm.
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Waste to Art judges had difficult jﬁg

SCULPTOR Colin Fenn of Exhibition at the Robert Hooper
Duramana and metal artist Ron Commumi Hall from 11am-3.30pm
Fitzpatrick of Talisinen Gallery, wday aud tomorrow, and from
Phrdq'hadlwydtﬁcuhbutanjoy- 9.30ar to 1.30pm on Satus
able task judging Nberon Sims Metal Thanks to sponsors Oberon
Management Waste to Art  Councll, Priends of Oberon Library,
Competition. More than B0 entries, 8 Reliance Credit Union, Rotary
record, were roceived, and the stan- Peoples Choice Prize, Borg and
dard of work was the best ever. Oberon Ants Council, Awards will be

You can sce the Waste to Art presented at 5.30pm tomormow.

BEST EVER; Judges have praised the standars 1 Ihle yemr's Waste te At untres,
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Minister for Local Government
Paul Toole told the Wastam Advocate
on Aprll 23, 2014: “The govemment
has stated there will be no forced
amalgamations and 1 alm to honour
that, but there are also some

8 yoar ago, but it is the one on the
NSW Liberals webstte, and therefore
the one the govermment Is taking Into
Saturday’s election.

It is therefore the commitmant
they be held to account on, and

councile who haee already indicated which thay will change at thelr peril,
they want to take up volurtary Bob Wiison
Community diary
B Oberon Meais on Wheels roster I Oberon and District Museurs,
March 26 entry via Scotla Avenue, is opan
Car 1 P Willlams *.erv Saturdar and Sunday 10.302m
Car 2 L Kurtz to 5pm, or by appointment,
- e Fy———— T T Ty " g:ri?.lléueh:'l Enquiries 6338 1016,
i e 1} - Y | 1 2 | o -4 :
: PLAE S - : " W Centrelink/Medicare agency is
s Sy, b aret B Rhatt focsted ut the Nelghtourhood Centrs
s AD. Es n ESTA BANT Car 1 P Mclntosh and | Braun 8t 12 Ross Street and s avallable for
: Car 2 N and M Fitzpatric!: Etpacmmnamr'ffdhms:v?w's
j m uman ica
OPEN - GOOD FRIDA\’, EASTER SATUHDAY Car1 N m ﬁ”tzpatrlck rstgnd:. Call in Wednesday to Frld'ay
) m-1pm and we can azsist you in
EASTER SEAFOOD NIGHT i sour enures. m{m:s..?m;m
termin to
* BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 535 PER PRESON % DEPOSIT AT TIME OF BOOKING. | O e e | on benefts peyatie o s U
* EACH DINNER WILL ENJOY - OYSTERS NATURAL, PRAWN COCKTAIL, Tusecay, March 21 oo 12 ba wane. prseme et e
. this free service and save a trip to
SALT + PEPPER CALAMARI, SALMON, BAG BAKED FISH, m?m N Bathurst. Plsane couta e
FRESH PRAWNS, SCALLOPS Cor 1 R Toedter Fisher-Smith on 6336 0909,
, s A-LA CARTE AND GOOD HOME COOKING Cou Vol b DeC. g e e er (ORD)
OPEN 7 DAY'S A WEEK |« taxe awavs avaaste how many times & month and whet o Bom 1o o 0w i
m » PRIVATE RUNCTIONS ENQUIRIES ""’,,‘:.'f” can halp as two cars ere School.
TS, i) s it roauired every dy. H Tha Oberon Untting Church
s A bl o HDNE 6336 1378 I Come fo the Robey Centre at would like to invite any members of
P OR Oberon Multlpurpose Service In North the community to an informal gat-
Pt IR puect on Mandays and Thursdays  tgetier for morning toa ot 10.308m,
Ll il A a from 11am to 2pm, activities followed by lunch at the
W 2 n . KBS Meat new people, enjoy fight Uniting Church Hall on the fourth
£H TOUASY MoTeL withml :;s. r(;:;ift, quizzes and bingo Monday of each month, Cost is $20
5 of lsughs, y
: M ho We cen picl: you up and take you :rm%e TS morming tes, acthvities
Uy o I me.
T ~— =y T ! £ 1 Cost Is $2 and $5 for unch, tea B Knit With Love will be heid on
e e, Y s S 7@ | - Fasse contoct Amete B A iday o avery morth rom
- '8asa Coi n S on m-; n the
140 OBERON ST, OBERON ® PH. 6336 1378 6336 7200 for more information. Centre. All welemme. mndy
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Media Release

Bathurst Regional Council; Blayney Shire Council; Lithgow City Council and Oberon Council discuss
the Fit for the Future Local Government Reform Proposals

For Immediate Release — Friday 20 February 2015

Representatives of the Bathurst, Blayney, Lithgow and Oberon Council's met on Wednesday 18
February to discuss the Fit for the Future Local Government Reform Proposal’s.

The meeting was held in the Oberon Council Chambers where Oberon Mayor John McMahon
welcomed Mayor’s, Deputy Mayors and General Managers from the Councils present.

The reform program is the State Government’s response to the final reports from the Independent
Local Government Review Panel and the Local Government Acts Taskforce announced in September
last year.

One of the recommendations was for a potential merger of Bathurst Regional Council with Oberon
Council. Bathurst Mayor Gary Rush said at this time Bathurst Council has not made a decision about
this proposal, however would only consider a merger if there was a neighbouring Council interested
in entering into discussions.

Mayor of Blayney, Scott Ferguson said that Blayney Council has been approached by Orange Council
about developing a Merger Business Case Proposal involving Cabonne and Blayney Shire Council’s.
Blayney Council has not reached a decision about this proposal, however all options will need to be
considered for the best possible outcome for the Blayney Region.

Lithgow City Council Mayor, Maree Statham advised that the Lithgow City Council are opposed to
forced amalgamations and are not in favour of any boundary adjustments. Lithgow Council aim to
increase its population to 25,000 residents in order to attract new business and provide an economic
stimulus for the Lithgow area.

Oberon Mayor, John McMahon reaffirmed Oberon Councils position that they are opposed to forced
amalgamations but would have liked to consider boundary adjustments with the two neighbouring
Councils in order to deliver more effective services to adjacent rural communities. Mayor Maree
Statham has rejected the request by Oberon Council for boundary changes.

Bathurst, Blayney, Lithgow and Oberon are all members of the current Central West Regional
Organisation of Councils (Centroc) and have confirmed their participation in the Central West Joint
Organisation Pilot. This regional collaboration has for many years delivered cost savings and
regional initiatives which member Councils have benefited from. The group are looking forward to
increased opportunities available through the Pilot Joint Organisation Program.

In a discussion led by Bathurst Regional Council it was agreed to make approaches to the Upper
Macquarie County Council about the lack of response to a previous request for an effective Strategic
Plan to address weed control in the four Local Government Areas. The Upper Macquarie County
Council is the statutory weeds authority for the four member Councils. With increased subdivision of
rural land across the region the proliferation of weeds has become a huge problem. It is felt that a
more robust plan is needed to address this problem.

ENDS
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MEDIA RELEASE

The NSW State Government has responded to the final reports by the Independent Local
Government Review Panel and the Local Government Acts Taskforce.

g6le have recently announced a “Fit
p to $1billion “to help strengthen
e NSW Governments response to

NSW Premier Mike Baird and Local Government Minister Paul
for the Future” reform package which includes funding.:
communities and ensure councils as Fit for the Future”. T
the final reports. '

Details about the Fit for the Future ref ilable on this website

www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au

Every Council in NSW is being asked
needs of their communities.

rs, from “Bathurst, Blayney, Lithgow and

ts.and the final reports of the Review
eport suggested a potential merger of

€ -Have been very productive and there has been

ed about weed control with all four Council's being

ounty Coungil, which is the authority responsible for weed

“the details of the reform package and will continue talking
lir. community.”

, rney notes that “the NSW Government is asking all Councils to
submit a proposal by: ) June 2035 on how they intend to become Fit for the Future. This means
that each Council needs;to ad ss the question of financial sustainability and their capacity to
continue providing services::Th _?‘i‘ncludes how our finances are managed and how well we can
maintain community assets sieh as our roads, swimming pool, our library and our buildings. We will
need to demonstrate how we can best provide value for money for our current and future
ratepayers.”

The Fit for the Future reform package will provide incentives for Councils to merge or amalgamate
however significant potential savings are available through cheaper finance arrangements for
Councils to invest in local infrastructure. For Oberon Council this could lead to better roads and
improved community services.

Clr John McMahon Alan Cairney
Mayor General Manager
ENDS

Release Date: 12 September 2014
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Dol lrson

OBERON residents wers
out In force last Wednesday at
the t Local Sovern-
ment Reviev- Paned communi-

y meeting to mzke it clear
3:91 are opposed to any pro-
posed council .

Attendance at the m
hald at the Bathurst Memorial
Entertsinment Centre, was
dominated by more than 50
concerned Obexon residents.

Tlumeeu.ngwas part of the
review penels consultation

The pansl, in a consulta-
tion paper refeased enrlier this
year, recommended that the
numbe: of councils In the
state be reduced from 223 to
97.

Specifically, it recornmend-
ed Bathurrt and Oberon
councils merge,

Oberon r  John
McM:lllm‘x;m ndo ant his
coun: anything to
oy Lang. & sember of

i g a member of
the newly formed community
committee opposing amalga-
mation, gaid Oberon canno
afford to be !abcotbed into a

; pened aver the
years In Omn is that we
ltl‘?'vel}on the Jxmllectua] capi-

" he said. “At one s u
had benk o
forest

ry
invohed in the community,
e aisa e s
also had industry
managers and when CSR weare
here they were very commu-
ity minded.

0l

“If Oberon is to be tacked
onto another councll, T am
vl:;eywnmedﬂmwe@ﬂ

more management
grm ‘;“ieﬂd !;h;nn incentive
to livel

'm nesd a Cross-

aection of a comm-
e

xq

Tha whole family wai

hfﬂ‘dhﬂi

SRR T T T e e——" e,

|Show of strength
on amalga

thing to evoid such a merger.
lns.'hwaﬂmmpubncmeahd‘i
4 mesi was
the councils and
review penel member Glenn
Inglis behind closed doors.
More specific detalls of the
draft were discussed end Cr
rMcMshon said he left the

lnowing that other councils
glghct:d Oberon’s position.
recognition 1s that

PRIME POSITION

mation

¢ All this on & good siza blook of 1,058 wcumrs mstres

ﬂmelsnobeneﬂtin.mm;
Bath = g&@(‘?emn they
urst, or ol
council,” he said. -
“There was an acknowl-
medpment from all ug;&ﬂu
at we are Gl ly
different or u%ﬂomﬂ p alone

Cr McMahon said Oberon's
fnancial

and mmm
over the next five years”,

bedroom briak vanasr home. N plenty of room Is what » And s jus! & fow minutes to the shops s schooiy

Located in 15 minutan * Lawpe block with agteblished pardema %

mnm % theschool it an erceliant tma to rvest in this and You'te aftar then this is tha perfsot home for you. &

general stors, lennia courts, and recreation oval. mnioy the communily ife styis of this = The spacious design iIncomorstee four inge bedrooms H

* Brick venesr homa, four bedmams, mein with en-sute A » Loungs mom, cal-in ktohan, bathroom, leundry

« Family / dinng area with slow cembustion N PRICE: $200,995

wood Aating Mary Dayid 0629 300 223 memhmm Derid e

:Thu\ww-xn:n oy :urtlnmn mﬂﬂ * Separals deubla garage in the baok comer of e vird o oy foridpaers
OPEN

4 bedroom, renovated, doubie oarport, 2 eing Ereed , gEsAsoadislactric
3 buckuor, el with buiR-ine, g haotig, Treshly
Gall Sharyn or Jess 6336 1109

108 Oueron Straat, OBERON | €2 L3335 1108 | www.

doible grage pius double carpxd,

heatvg, $360pw
paintad trmugtout, new carpari, e oven & dshwestes singleganage.  $270pw | 2 Muion Falls Road
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FOR INSPECTIONS Mlﬁ 18™ June
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Council call to arms

Residents ral

THE people of Oberon have spoken —
they want their council left alone.

More than 40 people attended a meet-
ing on Monday to form a community
committee to help in Oberon’s fight
against any amalgamation with Bathurst,

The amalgamation was recommended
in a paper released earlier this year by the
Independent Local Government Review
Panel,

Oberon Council has moved a formal
council motion stating it does not agree
with any amalgamation.

Mayor John McMahon chaired the
meeting on Monday, telling residents that
now is the time to act before it's too late.

Committee members are Brian
Dellow, Bob Bearup, Barry Lang, Ray
Ross, Bruce Armstrong and {an Gordon,

The committee, along with other con-
cerned residents, attended the review
panel’s community hearing into council
amalgamations held at the Bathurst
Memorial Entertainment Centre last
night,

Cr McMahon and general manager
Alan Cairney also attended a review panel
workshop earlier in the day.

The review panel - which recomm-
ended earlier this year that the number of
councils in NSW be reduced from 223 to
just 97 — will conduct community cansul-
tation before it reports again to the NSW
Government,

It will put forward a number of options
in September for further consultation.

Cr McMahon told the Western
Advocate that council wouldn't be keen to
have anything to do with joining forces
with Bathurst.

He also shunned any suggestion that
Blayney, Bathurst and Oberon would also
be a suitable local amalgamation model.

“We are in a much sounder financial
position than they [Bathurst] are. A
recent Treasury report into local govern-
ment indicated only three per cent of
councils are in a verv sound financial
position,” Cr McMahaon said.

“Oberon is in the next bracket of about
22-per cent of councils being iri a sound
finantial position, while Bathurst comes
in as being in the bottom 75 per cent
below us.”

MAGICAL VIEWS

Sesing is belisving.. . this home has the Lt Located minutes
from town this spacious and beautifully decoraied home has
it all. Embracing a wonderful sense of prace and privacy this
properiy will Impress bath inside and out.

This is not to be mrsed, sit and enjoy the viev:s; whatever you
want in a home this one will defiver. What a great opportunit; to
securs this well presented property,

NO THANKS: Oberon mayor John McMahon,

Cr McMahon said there is a consensus
in the district that if Oberon were to be
amalgamated with Bathurst it would
become a backwater to the larger region-
al centre.

“We have concerns our services may
be downgraded to keep Bathurst in the
black and that Oberon would be sacri-
ficed to improve their financial position,”
he said.

“Any council’s viability should be based
on a council’s ability to be sustainable and
deliver services, and we certainly meet
this criteria. It would be a travesty of jus-
tice if we were to be amalgamated.”

Bathurst mayor Monica Morse said
many smaller councils were concerned
they would lose their identity if they
amalgamated.

“I can understand where Cr McMahon,
is coming from,” she said. “But I am not
sure if they will have much to say about it

e |

{amalgamation]. Why would there be all

* Three bedrooms, two with built-ins

ly to fight | amalgmation_

PERFECT LOCATIO

REJECTED: Oberon's message Is clear.

these reports and recommendations be
taking place if nothing is going to happ-
en?

“Personally, I would like to see the
boundaries worked out before deciding
the centres to be amalgamated.

“People didn't like the fact Evans was
told to amalgamate with Bathurst, but it
worked out well in the end.

“The villages gained enormously out
of that fiitiative, but it was made easier
because the Evans Shire headquarters
was here.”

e

" it
| Y o | i
Be quick, this will not last long. Situated in a good location this property neeils to be seen. Short walk to sporting
oval and day care centre.

* Threa good size bedrooms main with en-suite and spa : Ls:we m;m "::P;?:s D:s :Iectrlc heating PRICE: $175,000

. ;ounh bedroom v:l :lsludy with :nlemal access from garage : Nemmkﬂchetwas i Mary David 360222 .

« Modern kitchen ry cocki 0429 :

« Slow combustion wol:;g :ﬁg ‘end centrat heating PRICE: $525,000 * Separate dining srea Glenys Newstead 0437600365 §
Singte lock-up garage/carport H

* Qutdoor enteriainment deck David 380 ¢ i Kurt Booth 0490075049 2

+ Large modem bathroom with in floor electric heating Mary Dav 0420360 222 | , Good fenced yarrt‘small garden shed

« Forez1al Jour: e room, family room, dining ream alla ze Glenys 0437 8OO 385

* Double garaye with iternal access Kurt Booth 0499 975 049

Rentals

3 bedroom home, main with built ins, gas heating, new carpet, new dishwasher, new ovzn, $270pw
2 bedroom home, 35 mins from Oberon, ensuite, double garage, wood & gas heating, tank & bore water, $280pw

Call Sharyn or Jess 6336 1108

106 Oberon Sireet, OBERON | 02 6336 1109 | www.raywhiteemec.com

OPEN FOR INSPECTIONS Saturday 8* June
121 Curtis Street, Oberon
109 North Street

12.30 - 1.00pm
1.15 - 1.45pm

Ray Whife Rura

Emis iz
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Moving into aged
care info session

THE Oberon Health Cauncil in conjunctian with
The Aged Care Rights Service Inc. (TARS) will be
holding en information scssion entitled *Mo.ing
nto Aged Care” for Interested members of the
community.

The sassion will be heid on June £ from 1-2pm
in the Robart Hooper Communit,’ Centre.

Thc sesslon v:ill be conducted by Jillian
ElcDonnell from TARS.

Anyone Interested in this se3sion is Imited to
attend and RSVP s not r:quired.

in addition, there are fl,ers advertising this
€.2nt on notice boaxls end in shops around tosn.

This sesslon will be Tollowed k- anuther on June
18 in the sam: "anue presented by Centrelink,
entitled “Fees and Charges in Aged Caie”.

Forum a great chance to

LOCAL construction businesses and
farmers in the Greater Blue Mountains
arca will have the chance to see the lat-

est cu -edge construction technol-
- up at the first ever Central
t Technology Forum.

Around $3 million worth of indus-
try-leacing construction machiners,

equipment and technology will be on
show on over 20 ac.es o ;Ip;p.ce at the
Albion Street Industrial Subdivision,

M..her Drive, Gberor. on May 30 and

31

The forum vill include demonstra-
tions of innov ative Cat raachines, and
provide visitors with access to cutting-
edge technology solvtions, and advice
from rienced technical experts.
The Central West Technology Forum
is the first of its kind in the district,

The forum is being hasted b
WesTrac, in parmership wi

Jocal business, industry and the com-
large.

munzat

Fred Haynes, axecutive manager of

sales and support for WesTrac

NSW/ACT, said that the forum was a
chance for locel business and

industry 1o witness first-hand how
Caterpillar’s technol solutions
elp improve their business,

“Vith a great deal of development
hippening in the Greater Blue
Mountairis rejlon, manv local busi-
IL7SEE8 DTE Se: ways in which th
can be more effective, efficient a
ultimately deliver a hetter finished
praduct,” Mr Haynes said.

Oberon Council’s divector of -
neeting, Aruna Wickramasine T
that the council was delighted tc hold
this cveat in Oberon in pxtnership
v:ith WesTrac snd illar,

“This forum v:ill give neighbouring
cauncils and Jll potential customers a

see technology solutions

the Iatest innovations and products
avallable in the market,” Mr
Wickramasinghe said.

Jeft Fitch, Caterpfliar's technology
and solutions Asia-Pacific marketing
managet, sald that Caterpillar is
delighted ta support WesTrac at the
forum, and build upon its long-term
parmnership of working together to
meet customer neec'z,

Over the two days of the forum,
machine cemonstrations will f2ature
the Cat M Series motor grader, the first
mator grader to offer ajoy stick contrc',
the DEK track-typc tractor and the
324D L hydrauli: evcavator.

Counciller John Me"Iahon, mayor
of Oberon Councll, will officlally
lanuch the furum at 8:30am mn
Thursdxy, May 30 at i1 Oberon RSI,
Iccated on the corner of Oberon and

Acbzertising of this seasion will occur follring
the first on= on Junc 4.

Caterpillar and Obezcn Council.
TIE forum is a significant event for

- ———— e

llnr-l-g ewairen rad cadar homastesd
e

T T et st oty g e
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& Ohern F2enls on Wheals
rostar:

Thursday, Kisy 30
Car 1 £44 Car = Ob:ton Councll
3

Riday Mgy

Car 1 help requirad

Car 2 | and D Davis
Saturday June 1 and Sunday
Jume 2

Cars 1 and 2 Cathalic Churgh
lune 3

Car 1 § Jackean and T Harey
Car 2 Targna Red Cross

Wednesiday Juns
Car 1 P Dwyer and L Robinson
Car2 Ohero::Irsg National

L]
Car 1 C Henrahan and F Ryan
Cer 2 P Willlams

Could all paperwori for
volunteers plus registration,
Insurance and licence papers be
handed in as soon &s possibls.
Could volunteers let Marie inow
how many times a month and
what days they can help, ss tvn
can are required every dey.

Il Obaron Nel
Camtre (ONC) is open on

. Thuraday and Friday,
10am to 2pm. ONC is located in
the Robert Hooper Cammunity
Centre in Reming Street. Phone
6336 0909,

I Oboron Farmers' Market
stallholders are raminded that if
they want to mention amything
new or special on their stalls at
the next market on Saturday
waek, call Bob Wiison on 6335
B447 by this Sunday evening.
Photos welcome.

W The Burraga District snd

Letters.

Need to act now before

Editor,

With the talk of amalgama-
tions the hot topic at the
mom% had discussions
with the Mayor John McMahon.
caal motion seating ey u 1ok

motion staf 0 not
agree with amalgamation
Involving Oberon Council.

We the residents of Oberon
should support our couticil In iis
eiddeavours ta provide suitable
obje‘cl:ﬁons wnag‘:;“
wanting to am: n
into their fold.

‘With this in mind, we the res-

fantrstic opportunit; to see first-hand

Comimwii®y Axscelation (EDCA)
ore hokding a dance/concart at
ths Burraga H=ll on $oturday
June 1 ai 7pm. The da.ice Is to
valse funds for Jason Cauth who
{ost _verything in an o.amight
fice vihih dostroyzd his. house
and all his possessiuns. Jason
133 luck to escape.

X Meeting to form a
commitiee in re;ards to forced
councii amalgamation, .oncay,
June 3 at 7pm at Oberon RSL
Club, All interasted persons are
urged to attenc.

# Dberon Honlth Cowncll are
holding an information session
for people wanting to knov: the
processes involvad In moving
into an aged car facillty or
retirement village. The sesslon is
on June 4 from 1-2pm at the
Rotert Hooper Community
Centre. Guest speaker Jilltan
McDonnell from the Aged Care
Rights Service Ina,

¥ Oheron Health Councl In
conjunction with Ladles Haspital
Auxiliary will be holding a
manster garage sale at the back
of the old Care on Seturday
June 8 from Bam unti) middey.
ltems for sale include hospital
beds, chalrs, fridges, freezars,
tables, wheelie wafkers,
cupbaard doors, drawers,
cupboards, records, pistes, cups,
glasses, ple oven, paintings and
heaps more. All money ralsed
goes towards the hospital
awdiiary funding more
egquipment for the Health
Service, Parking will be avallable
off Balfour Street, Enquiries
6336 7200,

il Next mesting for Oberon

Dudley roads, Oberon, NSW.

Can Asslat is zt Bpm. Junc 13
at RSL club, The financials jiom
April 11 to M.e: 9 aro as folicw 5:
Total income - £7™2€.20. Totat
Expenditure = $1,183.70
Number of fainilies helped - 4,
& Okoron AssHiery
“ill be caledr=ting the shortect
day of the waar ith s wamm
Iunch and a Mtl» fun. Coma and
Join us at noon on Frida:, June
21 In the Robe Centra. Cost i3
$8. Plaase lot us know If you
can come by phoning Annabel
Glibert 8324 5718 or Susan

Aswist are holding & Christmas
in July luncheon on-July 21 at
noon at the Oberon RSL Club,
Guest spealer wiil ba Narda
Gilmore,

. Wrag with Love knitting
group meets on the first Friday
of the month. The group meet
from 10am untll noon in the
Robert Hooper Community
Centre In Reming Street. It Is
open to anyone who would liks
to knit & sguare or two and yam
is supplied. The contact Is Robin
Toedter on 6336 2019,

& Senlor Cltizeas meat the

1.50pm. New membars always
weicome,

W Fov bicycle repaies and
malitenance bring your bicycte
to the Oberon Men’s Shed on
Tuesdays from 10am for a
quote. We also accapt bicycle
donations in any condition. A
smell selaction of bicycles are
for sale at 2 reasonsbie price,
Phone 6336 5331

idents should form a group and
formalise a proper commitice to
work in conjunction with
Oberon Council.
If you are iuterested in being
of such a committee or even
you just want to su, this
idea, you are most me ko
come tn a meeting on Monday,
June aﬂggmmenclng at 7pm,

This allows for further Input

ing to be held on
June § in Bathurst in the BMEC
(Bathurst Memorial

it's too late |
Enta:tmlnlnem Centre} from

6pm,

Trengport for this meeting in
Bathurst can be if you
are not eble to provide your

own.

Contact Oberon Council on
6329 8131 or alternatively con-
tact Marjorie Armstrong on 6336
1760.

Remember, the community
has the right to have their say.
We need to act now before it is

oo late.
Marjorie Armstrong.
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sessions aim to discuss plans
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OVER the coming Black Springs Community The Community Stra Plan &l Purther devy of recreation ground 1
Oberon Council vill be holding i Wednesday, June 122018at 2013 builds on ﬂxtlyaﬁmtg; pre- Council’s mdu:uienIT mex;lﬁ ) For further !nﬁnn:;go?:mm
t':mmunnyme seusl:;l:; Baltlr;ngasmmdnmﬁun m last year. i':’:: cg:u 2013 Albion Street o visit council's website at
present Dreft Commy es d rev v g lnym -time
Strategic Plan 2014 to residents of & Thursday, June 132018 at St Program and Operational P?g gm:lgmw S m &b:'gm b:rly,m;ﬁct:lrl
Oberon and surrounding villages.  Thomas Anglican Church Hall in +which Includes detxils of council’s [ Additional funds for village  jnformation centre or council's
All meetings will commence at  O’Connell rates and for 2013/)¢ and  im; ion centre to vicw a
J mandwililsbeheldnlhuﬁol- m!mlliunmmzolsn nln;z:ws nsedeﬁlcllmhufo the mc‘gmnunﬁnlﬁg?hmemlon copy of the documents curently
0] i A prop osure for to "Connell ed public exhibition June
..._ June 6 2013 at CommunﬂyCelm:mpgl':emn. Oberon Swimming Pool B Purchace of land to devclop ggla. = ol e8
3|
';ELOCﬂ'S urged to f_JOln [Meet the Governor at dinner
4 ) - Pleage contact Fran Cher,e on
| THE NSW Independent Local Government information.
llevlewl’ana!hu:elea;.editsdhfué:lonpaper oN .Jrnf:lsuleFHands
Future Dirsction Jor NSW Loca i l of the Oberon Library are prasenting

councillors and the general manager Alan Caimey Agmdufﬂne-e(ehmbnafor
;lol:ensmd a three-hour workshop on Wednesday, gggﬁﬂa&"m m:dnnm r:l:f
The panel advises that the aim of the Work- |} Sover i story and song about haw and why
shops {3 to provide the opportunity to discuss the {picturad), will be the spectal guest i nd m a;g;aﬁlad in the
i s dolfmﬂpmpoull andlmomp nmn]gumld- af honour at the official dinner, Local poets, reade'm ond
| :donmpmnﬁpou ons of e ) o Course me8l a0d  yusicians will entertain throughout
:{ great entertainment .
¢ The workzhop ior Oberun includes Bathursr, ‘| fum Band, Tickare oo™ B8Y - the nignt. Sunper will aiso be
. estern 7 rchased for $50 rson from  2erved.

; r John McMahon has made it clear he | Oberon Gonset " o Tokets ore aalatio tr
strongly opposes any amalgamation. CrAickiahon Joln us to help celebrata this mnd Ses s -l it -]
said Oberon Council has alwaye planned (or the | speciel mileztonz In Oberon's : i:-ﬁ per person. For further

' future and is financially sustainable. history. For further information stalls please contact Kathy

| *if Oberon emaigamated with Bathurst, | please contact councll on 6329 Sajowitz on 53:‘3':?;]42-

' with a reduction in services.” R
A Community He wring will be held on the same - o I‘glnmou AAr{? lr:::uncll will bem g:ur:" Mmlgmmon Offices for
day from 6épm to 8pm at the Bathumst Memorial Ing an and Craft Expo mmBulmsh Damem. pras;ntad -

ihmewactnpwbehmitistoome.'shesmd.

. Tiventy Essential Steps and will be in Pathurst next

| Wednesday, fune 5.
'lhepanélhuw.!smedmupdmdmnuﬂm.ion
schedule and heve invited Mayor John McMahon,

ratepayers would face substantial rate increases

Cen:
The aim of the hearing is to provide an oppor-

tunity for local people and organisations to

express i directly to the RSL Club. Black Sprngs Community Hall on
cuss met?m?mm pmw dh' Tha cxhibition vil! continue over ~ Saturday;, June 29,
In the meantime, Marjorie Armstrong is m the Saturds;, and Sunday, from Tichetg are $10 per person and
on Oberon residents to attend 4 meeting at the | 10am to 3pm at the RSL Club. $26 per familv,
Chberon RSL Club on Monday; June 8 at 7pm in the Iwzlh;lem{bm \‘-'I'l1l mof J“":. :ﬂﬂll ::: ;;muc r;li:"]en out
commil v rther en various types and a N an
hope of formiag a iios 0 &1Eyifor displays such as pottsry, painting, anniversary calendar — be swre to

input to the panel.
i mpf%uenptomgcthmeoﬂourmgmgndwe

Novemnber titted ‘Art Shaping Life!",
The officlal opening will be Friday,
November 8 at Gpm at the Oberon

embroldery, neediework, plus much

pmore.

drop by council and purchase your
tickats,

“Transported o Oberon — In Story
and Song’ at tha Robert Hoopar
Cornm| Centre.

TICKETS are still on sale at the

the Blac:. Springs Progress
Association, will ba held at the

Police beiefs

e,

polics were called to the

7 H State  analysis. terier .
ngk hﬂs - Slde Police | voefhlilell"l:lmUt\l:ng. Lol Id Bl.s Ll B /.‘::'nm;amh, R
o= ccated a B, & and the eara ‘fraga man was A
2 S%N w;dm o%’ysﬁuﬁm wag  Shorll; sitera 2dvearold Oberon men. issued h?t?a Crurt Attendance Notice for ¢ Housahol v ]
i Duckmalor Rtag The vehicie and the man were both Novice Range PCA to appear before ! 7 Buanass

ﬂ"" s truck along o searehed, and pofice (ocated several Oberon Local Court on July 10. Q. )
when he lost control, tipping the truck on o, o0’ e fore oo = N . P Y « Heaw B Msr Vehiles
s side. Further imestigatons are penaing.  ‘GaE' Mits treg at Edith | 4" ™., 7 Premam Funcing

This man recelved minor injuries which . < lneema Prodeeeing
were trested st Oberon Hospltal. No Drink driver arresied N Mondsy, May 27 & driver escaped - '

injury after crashing his vehicis into a tree

emergancy services waro contacted, ¥ th

kce belng alertad to the collision ON Saturday, May 25 at abaut on the Kariangra Walls Road at Edith
::ispmal sntaaff. o :lO.:l.BSt;:Irn,n1l po;lce ware mﬂ:lsr;g meped aboNu: 5.30pm.
The dri-er was later Intervievied and township of Burraga when stopped a emergancy services wera alcried
nvestls inui vehicle and performed a random breath with the driver arranging to have his
;;‘i‘. ations are ;:ml:m;i tcs.:_h on m driver. ' vehk:l? mmg from the area.
SeR L] retumned a positive result and Police heve since spoken with the
ice rc unier tha driver v as amested and taken to driver and Issued him with & Traffic DELIVERY
ON Thursdsy, hiey 23 at about 4.15pm  Qberon Pollce Station for a breeth Infringement Notica.
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Boie - " l_!d
Oberon kids
TO colebmte 150 years of Oberon,
the churches of Oberon are arganis-
ing a night where studeniz from

through 1o Year 12 can
come and pattcipate in Oberon’s
Got Talent.

Students will be asked 13 nomi-
nyte their talent, such as dancing,
singing, in a band, circns
&cts, skaf -up come-
dy and othar special talents,

Students are

§ encouraged to get
together individually or with
friends/family members and start
practicing their talents to participate
mm’l‘lllsisrﬂe wltl-lbeheld

event on
June 28 at etther the Glﬂsﬁa}:ﬁ
Centre or the RSL Club, depending
on the amount of exttriss received.

It will be a great night where sty-
dents can showcass their talents to
the communlty, 2s well as an oppor-

Registrations forms will come
ammdlnthssdloolsinthenunlruw
weeks, x0 Start getting organisad

For any inquides contect Mick
Gibbons.

nEmn
ARE vou aware of an upcoming

Réview

have talent

There are ahiys thlngs happen-
inour town, o cutlyin villages,
:'e‘;rbymmmunlﬁsmdthidlmict.
The Oberon Visttor Information

by phoning the contre on 6575 8510,
01 centre on 63
'l‘hel:enmelsopmfmmMonday
to Sunday from 9.30am to 5pm,

Edmrlf the
Reganding the dlscussion
about councll amalgamation.

There are a number of things
1+ ould Iike to address regarding
this topl, and | hope they are
takar on board for further
discussion and, In some cases,
acted on,

| guess we should start at the
point of why we ar~ even talking
about amalgamation at all.

Over the years of my
involvement with local
government | have seen a
number of emalgamations, ang
Up to this point I don't think
there would be too mary people
who [n hindsight would disagree

with what has happened In the
past.

In the past Oberon has
8u
efficlent and effestve councll
with som: vision for the future of
Oberon, it's growth and
loprnent.

In the fast round of

If Oberon is to survive as s

What is council’s vision for Oberon’s future?

coungll in Its own right, there
needs to be some serious
thitiking and action taken,

Councll neads to be proactive
and have soms vision for the
futura development of the area.
" in the past munci-,ll d:vslopad

2 Cum subdhislon,
Obaron Hﬁmmm. the
industrial area, Thanla estate
and faciiitated the Stratford
Downs development.

Courncil put Its own funds Into
the davelopment that took piace,
and eccumylated considerable
funds cut ofﬂuo;e sctirwu::.

Sedly to say, thosg fun
have not be::yreimesmu in the
future of Obaron and further
development of this community,

We all know of the financial
losses of Investing In the
Corporate workf in the past fow
years.

My-gmﬂontneuumllls.
what Is thelr viglon for the future
of Oberon?

The naw LEP certainly doesn't
show much vision - counell
needs to take the lead,

Council needs to faciiitate
development, not ratse the bar
S0 high that psople throw thelr
hands in the alr and decids It is

all to0 hard.

Furthes to this, over the past
15 years or so Obaron has
almost berome a fiy In, fiy out
town,

Over that time councl Itself
has emplo;ed a considerable

Councll stood by end let the
forestry office closs and mave tc
Bathurst, many of the teachers
&t owr schools don't five In the
area, our banks make litte
contribution to the community
and who knov:s the managers of
the Industry In town?

Oberon needs managers,
banlwre, teachers and councll
gtaff living In and being part of
the Oberon community.

S0 | say, If vie want to avold
ama, in the future, then
we nesd to addnass a (ot of
other issues,

Baing parochial vill not be
encugh.

It Is not enough to say our
rates will rise, because if you
look at the facts, Oberon Is not a
lowly rated area and peaple are
already wondering wiat
difference it v.ouid maks anyws;.

Barry Lang

————

Pirse Lodige Is @ Fornily home that

first
notionatl

Az v31ATe
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i Leave us alone, we

Editor,

| wauld like to comment on an article that

appeared in the I estern

manage well without you |

are less fortunate than Bathurst residents?

an

Friday, Apri)

Parhaps Cr Westman thinis we Oberon folk are
not as able ag hu and

Bathurst counciliors to
lons.

26 regarding amalgamation implications. make the right decislons,

Whilst there are sometimes occasions when Obearon, as | have sald, Is unique. We are nota
res(dents are not happ;: with council decisions, w®  3ubwrb of Bathurst — 'We are completely sapcrate,

and carry on. . both geographicatly and In lantity.

We am able 1o contact our couricillors and We .7Il never be as big as Psthyrst and ve do
6Xprass our views ~ this is b-cause we are a small not “.ant to ba. We simply want to continue being 8
community. I knaw that the residents of Oberon do smail “fable country town with our own elected
not v:ant amalgsmation to happen. reprasentatives maling decisions that suit the

We helivva we are quite unlgue and do not it in ~ local community.
with Bathurst or Lithgow. Bathurst and Lithgow are -The Evans and Bathurst amaigamation as
quite iarge centres.

Obsaron has always been B small country tovn,

, over the years Obaron has Erown and
developed Into a progressive country
This has happened without the help of either

Would Oberon be represented bv one councillor?
I noted in the articte Mayor Morse commentad
“If wa do things with g adwil, it can turn out for
| wonder vhom she believes the

the best".
goodvili applies to.

We here in Oberon have been Soverning
government for some time,
wo belleve neads to hagpen is
managed o1 viall in
the past and no daubt will continye to da so for.
meny years to come. Ae; or Morss Is most tegly

ourselves through local
The oni: goodwill
1o lemve us alone, We ha2

town.

fook at the fina

an,

ity different. E- ans reall; was a suburb of
Bathurst.

‘One has tc wonder If the reskients of the old
Evens council are2 naw feel they are bettar off,

.Cr Westma: al
finanelal inplications * ~ that's correct,

Cr wa here in Oberon would need o
ncial implications,
implications of what vould happen to Oberon
without sufficient input into dacisions that were
belng made by & mejority of Bethurst counciliors.

Bathurst certainly mate thair move very quickl,

68,3 “We need to look at the

slang vith the

-Iwondertfﬂ\ebontvmsnnnhsotherfom,how

they would feelt? Perhaps Bathurst might e to
merge with Oberon Council,

‘Let me assure Cr Westman, Gberon residents
are vany wall educated and do
waods. We simply live in a small country' fov n,

This small country town Is our home besau.e

not iive in the bac:

only' thinking of the extra coffers Eathurst will get %8 choose It, W= ant 10 be hera ang « e wEnt to
from the rate base. plev & part in Oberon's future des alopment.

18 Mayor Morze a:.are g largs area of Obercn is W2 i'a not want fall who hav. no des of what
crovn land, and there are no rates coming frem Iving In & small covnt, » tov 1 Is ke making
this area? d2gislons far us.

Surel: Oberon Councll have proven ocror man, The word amcigamtion ;s bandied about

years they are able to maintain the arda, een
vhen there s a lurge area that contributes nothing

o the rate base.

| also noted Counclior Westman sald that vhen
fathurst and Evans councils amalgamatsd it v-as
19 bring the standard of Evans Shire up, He
foilov: 2 an by saying “No doubt Bathui st Reglonal

pircing fear Into ths hear's
small council areas.

of the reskientz of

| understand the loeal memkb sr Paul Tooly

supplied & v.rittan undertaking to our then meor
HKeith Sullivan that amalgamations would not ta: &
phce during the Libaral/Nationsl first term,

| only know that big or blzzer Is not al-.ays the

Councll can carry that pride through anu bring bost, and especially not goad fur emall country
Oberon up to the standard that we have here”, fovmns.

1 vonder exactly what is that atandard? Dos= Cr
Wesiman hzve aic: idea of “hat Oberon needs or,
for that matter, what we glread; have?
know that Oberon Council
have been planning for the future ang working,

Does Cr Westman
towards achieving thesa plans?

_ Does Cr Westman beligve .3 hare in Oberon

UB over.

To il the counclliors of Bathurst, | sy leave us
alone ~ we manage ver: well without your help,

Let Oberon continue to be a succassful council
Ioaking after its residants vith every good
inténtion. We do not noed or »:ant Bathurst taking

Marjorls Armestrong,

-

"Thanks for your concern for Chevy the horse

Edltor,

Through your nev:spaper |
would like to thank the man -
peopie vho shoved thelr
concern in regards to our sick
horse Chevy.

We were contacted by phane
from neighbours who informed
us he was not well.

We appreclate the time our

local vt spent with Chezy.
Sadt- Che: ; did not make it,

but 4ill be remenibered for his

suceess 25 a sho- pony,
Chevy won meny chamglon

He also won champion
paloming gelding at Bathurst
Royal Shew In 2011 and 2012,

Chevy was one of 8 idnd.

We will never be able to

and reserve champion ribbons at replace a special pony like him,
sadly m .

local agricultural shows.

He vion reserve champion at
the 1_‘?.nnbeﬂa Royal Show in
2011,

Thanl's evar-ane for your
concern

Frod and Gayle Muidooh.
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Water, sewer
general rates

all set to rise

By BRIAN W0OD

COST cutting and a hefty
increase in water rates and
charges are being proposed
by Bathurst Regional Council
as it moves to get its 2013-14
budget in order.

Council is set to hold an
ordinary meeting tomorrow

Council's Razor Gang
® Rate increase 3.4%
= Water rates and charges up 9.7%
* Sewer rates and charges up 5%
s Waste charges up 5%

X" Upto20jobstogo -

¢ Roadworks to be scaled back

Lo P RELD

T

evening to give the go-ahead
to place the Draft Bathurst
2017 Plan (four year delwery
plan and annual operating
plan) on public exhibition.

The plan also includes
council’s revenue policy for
the next financial year.

A general purpose rate
increase of 3.4 per cent is

proposed ~ the biggest
increase allowable wnder
rate pegging limits imposed
by the NSW Government.
Water rates and charges
are proposed to rise by 9.7
per cent, and sewer rates and
charges and waste charges to
rise by five per cent.
M To page 3

Choice

The floor you've been searching for

CATALOGUE

OUT Now !

61 George StetBathurst
(next to Dan Murphy’s) 6331 4868




Crime rates on the way down

Police say fingerprinting is helping target offenders

By LOUISE EDDY

CRIME rates are dropping
across the board in Bathurst and,
while police are pleased, they are
putting new raeasures in place to
reduce crime even further.

The latest Bureau of Crime
Statistics and Research 1eport
showed Bathurst's crime rates had
fallen in almost every categorw
over the past 12 months

Chifley Command crime man-
ager, Deteciive Acting Inspector

th Smith, attributes Bathurst’s

offenders through public identifi-
cation, fingerprints and DNA
analysis.

Det Act Insp Smith said police
are now carrving out mandatory
fingerprinting when a person
comes into custody.

They also have access to mobile
scanning e%uipment so they can
carry out fingerprinting in the
street if someone 1s issued with a
court attendance notice.

Det Act Insp Smith said this has
had a good flow-on effect, as some
people have been linked to
numerous break and enters.

This, in turn, is leading to
arrests.

Police are also speaking to
inmates as they are released into
the communiry.

Det Act Insp Smith said they
are, however, concerned that non-
domestic related violent assaults
are still at a high level

However, with s new licensing
officer in place, meetings have
been held with licensed premises
to encourage them to be more
accountable

“I think it will make a big differ-
ence,” he said.

Both the Chifley and Canobolas
local area commanders gave a
presentation to local football clubs
regarding violence on and off the
field, warning that police had zero
tolerance for violent behaviour

The number of cases of stealing
from motor vehicles is starting to
fall, but 1t is also still too high,

Det Act Insp Smith said the sta-
tisticz also reveal that in the past
vear there have been a lot of
crimes committed by youths —
those under 17 years old.

“Now we have a new youth offi-
cer, Constable Matt Holden, who

will be speaking with youths,
organising extra patrols and gett-
ing them into better programs
through the PCYC,” he said.

"Hopefully this will have an
impact.”

However, police are happy with
the number of drug busts in the
region. -

In summary, Det Act Insp Smith
said he was very pleased with the
way the figures stack up overall,

“Oui crime stats are quite low
and should continue te fall or hold
stable as we identify problem
areas,” he said.

figures to police quickly targeting
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Rates set to

& From page 1

However, city treasure: Bob Roach is
warning that council needs to consider
Increasing general rates above the
“pegged” Limit into the future or face the
prospect of reducing current service

s.

According to a report to council by Mr
Roach, the budget has been prepared
during tight financial circumstances.

“Factors such as 1ate pegging; cost
shifting; take-up of additional services;
increasing costs such as electricity; and
imposition of tasks on councils with no
corresponding revenue have continued
to place extra pressures on the budget,”
the report states.

. Areas pinpointed for cost savings as
part of the budget include $470,000 by
identifying 10 vacant positions which wiil
not be replaced.
Ten further positions are also pro-
posed to go.

il is proposing an in

in water rates and charges by 9.7 per cent in 2013-14,

rise to balance the budget

4 There is also ihe possibility that road
enhancement works will be scaled back
and council will move to maintain exist-
ing road infrastructure rather than
undertake extensive upgrades for an
$800,000 saving.

A program to provide underground
electricity in the central business district
would be axed, saving $200,000.

Reviewing and completing non-essen-
tial road widening and land acquisitions
would be significantly scaled back. saving
another $100,000. Cycleway consmruction
would also be scaled back, saving
$50,000.

The Village Improvement Scheme
would face cutbacks of $40,000.

Mr Roach also notes that more than
$250,000 would be provided under
Section 356 donations by council to local
community groups and oiganisations.

These go beyond its own operating
requirements.

And in Parles ...

WHILE Bathurst Regional Council
wrestles with its own finances, big
decisions are being 1nade in other
parts of the region.

Blayney Shire councillors were
reported to be looking earier this
month at one of two rate rise options.

Under the larger of the two nises —
which aims only to maintain the shire’s
services - rates would rise by 3.324 per
centin 2013-14, then by 15pc each
year for six vears.

hile,

Drugs found in car

A MAN is due to appear in court next week
after being charged with drug offences in Molong.

Officers from Canobolas local area command
stopped a vehicle driving along Hill Street in
Molong about 12.30am on Saturday.

During a search of the vehicle and occupants,
police seized a small bag they allege contained
cannabis as well as 147 grams of methyl
amphetamine (ice) that has an estimated
potential street value of $10,000 to $23,600.

The 33-yearold passenger was arrested and
taken to Orange Police Station.

He was charged with supplying an indictable
quantity of prohibited drugs and possessing
prohibited drugs.

The man faced Orange Bail Court on Saturday
and was granted bail to reappear on May @

Facing firearm charges

A 21-YEAR-ULD man was charged with
several firearm offences In Orange over the
weekend.

Police from the Canobolas local area
command responded to a driving complaint at
around 4.40pm on Saturday and, upon sighting
the vehicle, police allege a blue bag was thrown
from .

Palice stopped the vehicle and, while
speaking with the driver and passenger, they
located the bag, which allegedly contained a
firearm.

Both men were arrested and taken to Orange
Police Station

The 21-year-old driver was cherged with
possessing an unauthorised firearm and not
keeping a firearm safely, among other charges.

He appeared in Orange Bail Court on Sunday,
was granted ball and is due to appear in Orange
Court again on May 9.

The passenger was released without charge.

Three times the limit

A DISQUALIFIED driver has been charged
after driving while more than three times the
legal alcoho! limit.

The 48-year-0ld man was stopped for a
random breath test on Lloyds Road In Bathurst
at about 4pm on Saturday.

Checks revealed the man was disqualified
from driving.

He was arrested and underwent a breath
anglysis, which returned a reading of 0.179.

Parkes Shire Council, 1
wants to increase rates by 13 per cent
for each of the next four financial years.

Mayor Ken Keith described the
council’s move to raise the rates as the
most “courcgeous and significant” of
the past 35 years.

Reconsidering Australia Day announcements

THE announcement of
Bathurst's citizen and young

“Cauncil would be aware
that on Australia Dey each

the event.”

on the day and council hoping
they will be in attendance at

tg}nl)img to be in attendance at
e event.
“It is also felt that it did not

citizen of the year in 2013 is
set to be given greater signifi-
cance.

This follows a recommen-
dation to tomorrow night’s
policy committee of Bathurst
Regional Council by the direc-
tor of corporate services and
finance Bob Roach.

He believes council should
hold a formal function to
announce these prestigious
awards when they are pre-
sented in December.

www.westernadvocate.com.au

year the citizen and young
citizen of the year are
announced,” the report states.

“In recent years an official
function announcing these
prestigious awards has been
held in the Wattle Foyer at the
Bathurst Memorial Entertain-
ment Centre,

“This allowed the award
recipients to undertake a
moze formal role in the pro-
ceeding: on Australia Day
rather than being announced

Mr Roach notes that in
2012, following a recommen-
dation from the Australia Day
Working Party, this event was
not held.

“At the recent Australia Day
Working Party meeting this
matter was reconsidered
again,” the report continues.

“As a result, it was felt there
was some difficulty on
Australia Day ensuring that
the award recipients were

give the recipients the ability
to fully participate in the day’s
proceedings.

“The Australia Day Working
Party resolved to recornmend
to council ihat council return
to the previous system of hoid-
ing an official function to
announce the citizen and
young citizen of the year award
winners and also incorporate
the arnouncement of the
Youth Arts Award recipient.”

Have your say
on managing
Batliurst’s heritage
Public Meeting
Monday 6 May 2013

5.15pm-7.15pm
Holy Trinity Hall
81 Gilmour Street, Kelso
RSVP to
heritagebathurst@gmail.com
or

Fran 6337 5737

A 1908003

Bathurst Heritage Action Network
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Attention Mayor and General Manager

To: "

Sent: 4 March 2013 16:49:08

Dear Mayor and General Manager

I saw a Prime7 news item last week in which the egomaniacal mayors of Orange and Bathurst were eyeing off
respectively Blayney Shire and Oberon Shire.

I wish to register my strongest possible opposition to any such amalgamation.
| would therefore ask the following:

a) that Council strongly object to the suggestion made by Monica Morse and inform Bathurst Regional Council
of the distress that Council's Mayor caused to Oberon Shire ratepayers by her televised comments.

b) that Council ensures a plebiscite of Shire’s ratepayers occurs before any amalgamation talks are ever held.

c) that Council confirms it is in a financially independent state (i.e. that it does not need to amalgamate to
survive).

My warmest regards

Sam Harris

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses by MCI's Internet Managed
Scanning Services - powered by Messagelabs. For further information
visit http://www.mci.com

http://infoxpert/docs/Business%20Classification%20Scheme/Government%20Relatio... 22/06/2015



ABERON COUNCIL
2 6 JUN 2013

RECEIVED
PO Box 239

Oberon NSW 2787
25/06/2013

Local Government Review Panel
C/- Locked Bag No.3015
Nowra NSW 2541

Dear Sir,

Re : Community Submission from Oberon regarding
Council Amalgamations

Enclosed please find the submission from the Oberon Committee regarding
Council Amalgamation with Bathurst.

Yours faithfully,

-----------------------

Brian V Dellow

Gl

~Gout Rel/ Loc Reﬁu as{ ILCRP/



Submission fo The Independent Local Governmerit Review Panel on

Behalf of the Oberon Community

Following a public meeting a committee was established to prepare a submission to
The Independent Local Government Review Panel on Oberon's opposition fo
amalgamation with Bathurst. The Committee comprises Brian Dellow, Ian Gordon,
Barry Lang, Bob Bearup, Bruce Armstrong and Ray Ross.

It is the view of the committee and the townspeople of Oberon that there be NO
amalgamation.

Our district comprises a rural community of about 5,200 people with a town
population of about 2,700 persons .It is situated in the eastern part of the
Central Tablelands and is a unique environment perched on the Oberon Plateau at
an altitude of 1100m, just west of the Dividing Range. It is not situated on a
major highway and may be regarded as an isolated community which may have
contributed to its charm and character.

It is one of the coldest settled areas in Australia. The climate can be inhospitable
and this has led to the development of a close knit community.

Oberon was settled very early in the history of Australian exploration by hard
working battlers who have fought adversity over many years. The town is now
reaping the rewards of their labour, persistence and perseverance. It would be a
tragedy if this identity was to be lost in an amalgamation.

The Oberon Council was formed over 100 years ago. It is a rural council in step
with and in tune with the wishes and desires of rural people and their values.
Council staff and local residents are friends and neighbours and hence staff are
readily approachable. The community understands the relationship between the
forests and the timber industries, agriculture and the environment. There is
always cooperation and consultation not confrontation as could be the case if a
Council that did not understand the issues were to take over Oberon.

The Oberon Councillors are all Independents. They put aside their political
affiliations upon election, do not form party political groups and weigh each issue
on its true merits. The townspeople appreciate this and this is one of the reasons
why the Council enjoys such widespread support. Larger Councils appear to be riven
by factions and this is another strong argument against amalgamation.



The Oberon Council is well managed and financially healthy. Under the recent Mid
-West Regional Performance measures it was given a Sustainability Rating of
Sound, whereas Bathurst only achieved a rating of Moderate. In the ten
Performance Ratios published by the Independent Local Government Review Panel
Oberon outperformed Bathurst in the majority of cases. Coupling Oberon with
Bathurst would seem to this committee to significantly lower the financial status

of Oberon.

Oberon has all the facilities that one expects to find in a town of its size. It has
its own water supply, an excellent sewerage system, indoor tennis courts, an
undercover multipurpose sports centre, squash courts, sporting fields, net ball
courts, an equestrian centre, heated swimming pool, aged care units , hospital and
an excellent town library to name just a few. The town boast an eighteen hole
grass green golf course which was created and developed by the community and is
still run by the same. In addition it has a very efficient and dedicated SES and a
Rural Fire Service Office. Plans have just been completed to build a 66 bed aged

care unit.

The town has developed a strong progressive and responsible local identity and
achieved a demonstrable community pride and optimism which is evidenced by its
many strongly viable businesses, its agricultural industry, its medical services,
social, sporting, cultural and service clubs and religious organisations. It is this
strong sense of local identity that attracts retirees to settle in the town and
induces people to establish businesses and invest in the tfown.

To submerge Oberon into a mega-council would not be in the public interest and is
not the wish of the people. Amalgamation was unanimously opposed in 2004 in
submissions to the State Government, the Minister for Local Government and to
the Upper House Committee. Oberon was victorious in this campaign and has
prospered in the intervening nine years. Bathurst, despite absorbing Evans Shire
has not done as well in this time.

At present Oberon has no direct contact with a major state highway. It has
always been off the beaten track but recently with the commissioning of the tar-
sealed Abercrombie Rd there is now an excellent all weather road to the south
connecting Oberon to Goulburn and Canberra and bringing increased traffic and
tourists to the town. The town is now on an important road from large centres in
the south and no longer a ‘dead end” destination. This remarkable feat of road
upgrade was achieved purely by the persistent efforts, agitation and petitions of
the townspeople.



Oberon’s main industry is timber, particularly softwood, which is grown in the high
country and not in the lower altitudes of Bathurst. The Council naturally has a
vested interest in maintaining this as a viable business and so has close contacts

with the timber/forest industry.

The timber mills and associated processing plants in Oberon are not only the
biggest industries in the Central Tablelands but the biggest plants of their type in
the southern hemisphere. Possibly a billion dollars has been invested in them. They
provide employment not only for Oberon but for many neighbouring towns including
Bathurst. They are the backbone of the local economy.

As well as forestry, agriculture and tourism are the other mainstays of the local
economy. Oberon's greatest tourist asset is Jenolan Caves, For many years the
caves were the premier tourist destination of the State and foday they still draw -
a vast crowd. Recently the establishment of the Mayfield Gardens to the west of
the fown has provided another major draw card for tourists. These gardens may
eventually become the world's largest cool climate gardens and are projected to
significantly contribute fo the local economy.

Oberon is richly endowed with National Parks. These provide a natural attraction
for tourists wishing to experience the joy and exhilaration of the wilderness and a
safe habitat for our native animals. They are an easy drive from Sydney and also
on the town’s doorstep and so provide an opportunity for those businesses
catering for the needs of tourists. The vast Kanangra-Boyd National Park, The
Abercrombie River National Park and Blue Mountains National Park fringe the
eastern and southern boundaries of the Council Area. As well as bringing many
people fo the area they also provide local employment, as the town boasts a
National Park’s office. In addition Oberon is often the starting place for visits to
nearby attractions such as Evans Crown, Abercrombie Caves and Wombeyan Caves.
Here again Oberon has its own unique appeal for those seeking a purely natural
experience.

Oberon is a mountain town and not a western tfown and identifies with the cultural
mores of the mountains. The Oberon Tourist Association has close links with Blue
Mountain’s Tourism. The market it has identified is integral with the Blue
Mountain's area. The future growth of Oberon's tourist industry is reliant on
maintaining that working relationship. This very active local organisation is
vehemently opposed to any amalgamation as witnessed by many of its statements in

various media.



Oberon Business Association also Opposes any moves tfowards amalgamation and has
an official policy endorsing such action. Bathurst, has in the past, had little
interest in Oberon apart from the economic benefit that Oberon supplies to
Bathurst businesses. With amalgamation it is a foregone conclusion that Oberon’s
main street shops would rapidly decline.

Oberon has suffered the Joss of several high profile organisations which would
better serve the community and State if still sited in Oberon. These have
gravitated to Bathurst for no other reason that the staff wanted to live in
Bathurst. These were organisations that employed highly skilled and intelligent
people who made a meaningful contribution to the wellbeing of the town. The
Forestry Office of the State Government, Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust and the
Chifley Zone Headguarters of the Rural Fire Service are three that come readily
to mind. The Forestry office employed four Foresters, a large office staff and
many outdoor staff. The office was situated in the heart of the pine plantations
and close fo the timber complex. The Caves Trust has moved further from
Jenolan, Abercrombie and Wombeyan Caves:, hardly a good economic move. The loss
of these people is a brain drain on Oberon. If the State Government was serious
about decentralisation and maintaining the economic viability of rural areas these
organisations would not have been permitted fo move. Their loss has been
significant to Oberon. If the town is to grow such organisations must remain.

Oberon is a high altitude rural town with large areas of State Forests and
National Parks. It is the closest rural town to Sydney and as such draws a large
number of visitors to view our wonderful sights, fo experience the cold climate, to
play in the snow and go trout fishing. Oberon has a unigue appeal and ambiance
that is created by the small personal services provided by the local businesses

catering for their needs.

When the Forestry Office was vacated the Oberon Council established a Tourist
Information and Information Technology Centre in the building. This award winning
centre, as well as catering for the needs of tourists also provide classes in basic
computing for the community. It will also be the site of the University of the
Third Age which is rumoured to start soon.

Across the road from the Information Centre is the Common, an area of parkland
in the middle of fown that has been developed as a picnic area, a children’s
Playground and a resting spot for visitors by the Council, the community and the
Oberon Arts Council. It is still being developed and in time will be a very pleasant
park and another atiraction for the town along with the volunteer Oberon Tarana
Heritage Railway and Oberon Museum.



If the indicators of community well being are assumed to be economic viability,
ease of access to services and facilities, community harmony, active participation
in community life, safe area, reasonable cultural development and a strong sense
of identification then Oberon scores highly. It is Oberon’s small size and the
assumption that ‘everybody knows everybody” that strengthens the community’s
strong resistance fo amalgamation.

Strategic planning for the future needs of the community is well handled by the
Council so that changing social and behavioural pattens are accommodated. They
can focus on the longer term visions, taking into account the environment and
directions and forces which are driving change. This would be impossible to
implement in a town the size of Oberon if the administration centre was at
Bathurst 50 km away.

The Oberon Council Office is situated in the heart of the main street. It is easily
accessible and if lost it would mean a 100km round trip to Bathurst. In addition
he highly skilled and educated staff would also be lost fo the district- a further
brain drain. Oberon Council is a high employer of women. Once they have been
made redundant they would be unlikely to obtain another position in the town.
Amalgamation would result in a dramatic loss of local representation.

Country local government, because of its closeness to the people, is democratic
and just. It is accountable, understandable and equitable. It has a flexibility not
available to large organisations and is able fo respond Yo the diverse needs of
individuals and the community. It is required fo be helpful to every citizen and afl
businesses both large and small.

For these reasons Oberon opposes amalgamation with Bathurst. It deserves to
stand alone. This Committee is strongly of the opinion that Oberon should be
strengthened by extending the Council boundaries to areas of common interest
that would both enhance the well-being and the strength of the fown.

Brian Dello Bruce Arm
Barry Lang Ray Ross
Tan Gordon Bob Bearup
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