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Chronology of Fit for the Future  
Community Engagement 

 
 

 
  Page 

 
29 June 2015 Extraordinary Council Meeting Resolution  1 

18 June 2015 Mail out to Woollahra Ratepayers “No Amalgamations” 3 

17 June 2015 Wentworth Courier – Mayoral Column 7 

3 June 2015 Wentworth Courier – Mayoral Column 8 

2 June 2015 Community Leaders – Information Evening  
 

9 

27 May 2015 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 12 

27 May 2015 Mayor ABC TV Interview re: Amalgamation  - 

27 May 2015 Mayoral radio interview with Shore Break (Bondi Beach Radio) - 

26 May 2015 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors meeting 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

25 May 2015 WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future - 

25 May 2015 Questions without Notice  
from numerous Councillors 
 

13 

19 May 2015 Mayor addresses Queen Street West Woollahra Association on Fit 
for the Future and Amalgamations 
 

- 

19 May 2015 Media Release: Residents support Fit for the Future Fight 19 

19 May 2015 Letter to the Editor of the Wentworth Courier 22 

18 May 2015 Meeting with Member for Wentworth, the Hon Malcolm Turnbull - 

11 May 2015 Mayor and Senior Staff attend IPART Forum “Review of Local 
Council Fit for the Future proposals” 
 

- 

11 May 2015 WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future - 

11 May 2015 Notice of Motion  
from Mayor Zeltzer & Councillors Wynne and Petrie 
 

23 

8 May 2015 Mayor and General Manager meeting with Member for Vaucluse, 
the Hon Gabrielle Upton  
 

- 
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5 May 2015 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

28 April 2015 Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors  
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

26 April 2015 Mayoral Meeting with local community leader, Discover Double 
Bay Greg Prior 
 

- 

22 April 2015 Wentworth Courier advertisement “What does amalgamation 
mean for Woollahra’s future?” online survey. 
 

24 

22 April 2015 Woollahra News Wentworth Courier “There is still time to have 
your say on amalgamation and the future of your local area” 
 

25 

30 March 2015 Mayoral interview with Eastside Radio  

27 March 2015 Jewish News advertisement “Have your Say on Woollahra’s 
Future” 
 

26 

27 March 2015 Eastern Suburbs Times advertisement “Have your Say” on line 
survey. 
 

27 

March 2015 Latte Life Issue advertisement and article on “Have your Say”? 28 

25 March 2015 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 29 

25 March 2015 Wentworth Courier advertisement “What does amalgamation 
mean for Woollahra’s future?” 
 

30 

19 March 2015 SSROC Ordinary Meeting - 

18 March 2015 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 31 

18 March 2015 Woollahra Council: Have your Say Website launched  
continually being updated with information 
 

32 

18 March 2015 Online Survey commenced 
 

46 

March 2015 Independent telephone survey by Micromex Research conducted 
214 to 31 March (see annexure as part of submission) 
 

See 
submission 

March 2015 Distribution of 31,000 Flyers to Residences and Businesses by 
Advertising Printing Australia P/L 
 

50 

17 March 2015 Media Release: Council surveys residents on proposed 
amalgamation options 
 

54 
 

2 March 2015 WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future - 

17 February 2015 Mayoral Meeting with Member for Vaucluse, the Hon Gabrielle 
Upton 
 

- 
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12 February 2015 Meeting with Naomi Dougall SSROC CEO and Mayor and 
General Manager 
 

- 

10 February 2015 Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors  
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

5 February 2015 Mayoral Meeting with Lord Mayor of Sydney, Cr Clover Moore 
to discuss Fit for the Future 
 

- 

8 December 2014 WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future - 

2 December 2014 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

6 November 2015 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

22 September 2014 Notice of Motion 
 from Councillor Petrie 
 

56 

17 September 2014 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 58 

17 September 2014 Mayor and Acting GM at Office of Local Government – Fit for the 
Future Briefing 
 

- 

16 September 2014 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

12 September 2014 Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

11 September 2014 Media Release: Government’s merger plan no fit for Woollahra 
residents 
 

59 

27 March 2014 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting - 

24 March 2014 Mayoral Minute: Local Governement Review Panel – Submission 
to Final Paper “Revitalising Local Government” 
 

61 

21 March 2014 Meeting of Sub-Committee of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors 
regarding response to Independent Local Government Review 
Panel’s Final Report Revitalising Local Government 
 

- 

31 January 2014 Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

24 January 2014 Media Release: Sydney Metropolitan Mayors support No Forced 
Amalgamations 
 

68 

23 January 2014 Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 
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23 January 2014 Sydney Metropolitan Mayors  
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

16 October 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 70 

7 August 2013 Executive Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

22 July 2013 Mayoral Minute: Local Government Review Panel – Submission to 
Future Directions Paper 
 

71 

18 July 2013 Media Release: The no’s have it.  Woollahra residents strongly 
oppose amalgamation idea 
 

75 

17 July 2013 Metropolitan Mayors Group Meeting 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

July 2013 Micromex Survey July 2013 conducted on Amalgamations (see 
annexure as part of submission) 
 

See 
Submiisson 

3 July 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 77 

26 June 2013 Metropolitan Mayors Group Meeting 
Mayor and General Manager attended 
 

- 

13 June 2013 Letterbox delivery Message from the Mayor “No Local benefits in 
a “global city” merger 
 

78 

12 June 2013 Wentworth Courier: Woollahra News 80 

12 June 2013 Wentworth Courier – Mayoral Column 81 

5 June 2013 Wentworth Courier: Woollahra News 82 

5 June 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 83 

29 May 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 84 

27 May 2013 Wentworth Courier to host community forum: Amalgamation 
attended by Mayor Petrie 
 

- 

27 May 2013 Mayoral Minute: Local Government Review Panel – Future 
Directions for NSW Local Government 
 

85 

22 May 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 91 

20 May 2013 Mayor Petrie Photo Shoot for Wentworth Courier with Lord 
Mayor Moore and Mayor Betts re: Amalgamations (outside City 
Town Hall) 
 

- 

13 May 2013 Notice of Motion: 
from Councillor Robertson 
 

92 
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8 May 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 93 

24 April 2013 Media Release: No Evidence that a “global city” will be good for 
Woollahra Residents 
 

94 

30 January 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 95 

 

 

Letters of Feedback 
 
18 March 2015 Bruce Bland 
21 March 2015 Jennifer Turner 
6 April 2015 Peter Poland 
7 April 2015 John & Pat Howard 
9 April 2015 Muriel Balkin 
14 April 2015 Teresa Kiernan 
15 May 2015  Kay Smith 
29 May 2015  Fernanda Rodas 
29 May 2015  Denis Ashton 
1 June 2015  Pauline Calligeros 
10 June 2015  Mark Silcocks 
11 June 2015  Mark Silcocks 
 
 
 



Extraordinary Council Meeting 

Monday 29 June 2015 
 
 

 
Subject 

 
Fit tor the Future Submission to IPART 
 
Resolved Unanimously 
 
A. THAT Council adopt the Fit for the Future submission presented with this report, noting that 

the report demonstrates the Council is Fit for the Future against the Independent Pricing & 
Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) assessment criteria. 

 
B. THAT the submission be lodged with IPART by 30 June 2015. 
  
C. THAT it be noted the Council’s adopted position reflected in the submission is to pursue 

Woollahra Council remaining a stand-alone Council, after considering a range of merger 
options, on the basis that: 

 
i. There is overwhelming community opposition to amalgamation and Council has 

responded to that opposition  
a) 91% support keeping our local identity 
b) 81% want Woollahra to remain a stand-alone council 
c) 80% oppose any forced amalgamation  

 
ii. There are no tangible benefits for Woollahra residents under amalgamation that cannot 

be delivered, or that are already being delivered under the current structure. 
 

iii. NSW Treasury Corporation has confirmed that Woollahra is financially sustainable now 
and into the future. 
 

iv. Woollahra meets five (5) of the seven (7) Fit for the Future quantifiable measures now 
and will meet all seven (7) by June 2016. This is four (4) years ahead of the 2020 target 
date. 
 

v. Independent financial analysis indicates that none of the merger options achieve all seven 
(7) Fit for the Future measures.  
 

vi. Amalgamation will result in significant and unacceptable rate rises for Woollahra 
ratepayers under current legislation with those increases funding rate decreases in 
Randwick. 
 

vii. Pensioner rates will increase as they are not protected under current rating legislation. 
 

viii. There is clear evidence in the State Government’s ‘A Plan for Growing Sydney – 
December 2014’ that target infrastructure works for the Sydney Central Region are not in 
the Woollahra LGA and it is highly likely that additional funds generated through 
significant and unfair rate increases for ratepayers in Woollahra will be redirected under 
amalgamation to Randwick to progress major infrastructure projects. 
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D. THAT the Council continues to pursue its very strong opposition to any forced amalgamation 

of Woollahra Council. 
 
E. THAT the Council’s submission be provided to The Member for Vaucluse, the Hon. Gabrielle 

Upton MP, The Member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich, and the Federal Member for 
Wentworth, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP. 

 
F. THAT a copy of the submission also be provided to the Mayors of Randwick, Waverley, 

Botany Bay and City of Sydney Councils. 
 
G. THAT the General Manager be authorised to make any minor amendments to the submission 

prior to lodgement. 
 
H. THAT Council’s appreciation and thanks be extended to Professor Gary L. Sturgess for his 

work in authoring Woollahra Council’s Existing Structure Fit for the Future Business Case and 
for his attendance at Council’s Extraordinary Meeting on 29 June 2015.  
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NO AMALGAMATION 
FOR WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPALITY 

Woollahra Residents have spoken:
>  81% support Woollahra Council to stand alone

>  91% want to keep our local identity

>  80% oppose a forced amalgamation with other councils
       (independent survey by Micromex Research)

FIGHT TO SAVE WOOLLAHRA FROM 
TAKEOVER BY OTHER COUNCILS!!!

Woollahra councillors have listened to our residents and have voted unanimously 
AGAINST any amalgamation with other councils. Amalgamation with neighbouring 
councils will result in:

•	 No tangible benefits for Woollahra residents 

•	 Less local representation on an amalgamated council

•	 A loss of identity and diminished voice on local issues 

•	 Big rate rises of up to $25,000 per year

•	 Your rate INCREASES will REDUCE rates in Randwick

NSW Treasury has confirmed Woollahra Council is financially 
strong now and into the future – WE CAN STAND ALONE!
          

What You Can Do

Say NO to amalgamation with our online petition at:  
https://www.change.org/p/save-woollahra-council 

As the NSW State Government will make the final decision on the amalgamation, 
you can make your position known to The NSW Minister for Local Government,  
The Hon. Paul Toole MP at office@toole.minister.nsw.gov.au

Inform our local state member The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP of your concerns at  
vaucluse@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Background

The NSW Government is undertaking a ‘Fit for the Future’ Local Government  
Reform Program. Woollahra Council may be forced to amalgamate with the City  
of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Botany Bay Councils to form a new ‘Global 
City’ Council, expected to have a combined population of more than 500,000 
residents – the population of Tasmania.

Waverley Council supports a three council amalgamation with Randwick and  
Woollahra. This amalgamation will effectively be a takeover of our  
municipality and would see annual Council rates rise by 22% to 53%,  
resulting in a total increase between $7 million to $17 million per year,  
based on the NSW Government rating legislation.

These rate increases equate to a total sum of between $70 million and $170  
million over the next 10 years – effectively transferring money from the pockets  
of Woollahra ratepayers to the pockets of adjoining ratepayers, the majority of 
whom are in Randwick.

The rate increases represent a significant, unjustifiable and unacceptable 
redistribution of rate revenue to Randwick ratepayers. This will occur because  
the average land value of a residential property in Woollahra is 2.2 times (222%) 
above the average land value of a residential property in Randwick and 1.7 (171%) 
above Waverley (see graph below).

Average Residential Land Value per Council (‘000)

Woollahra’s
average
residential  
land value is:

• 2.2 times
   Randwick’s
   average value

• 1.7 times 
   Waverley’s 
   average value

Randwick

Waverley

Woollahra

HELP US SAVE OUR WOOLLAHRA!!
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WIN $25,000 CASH TOWARDS YOUR RETIREMENT DETAILS INSIDE

Community Newspaper Awards
Newspaper of the year 2015

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 l wentworthcourier.com.au l ESTABLISHED 1947

That’s what these
rich and powerful
ratepayers say to
Woollahra merging

HIGH-PROFILE  Woollahra
ratepayers have given a re-
sounding “no” to their coun-
cil amalgamating.

And Woollahra Council
last night launched a cam-
paign to mobilise opposition
to the State Government’s
Fit for the Future program. 

Wentworth Courier sur-
veyed prominent residents
from Aussie executive
chairman John Symond to
former Rooster Anthony
Minichiello and all agreed
Woollahra had to retain its
distinctive identity and fight
against rate rises and loss of
representation and services.

                Full report Page 8

Robbie Patterson

Trees is the word
Olivia Newton-John launches One Tree 
Per Child program for Waverley. 
                                                                             Report Page 4

SHOP  
 &WIN

Spend a combined total of $40 
or more at any 2 Eastpoint Food 
Fair Edgecliff retailers between 

1 April - 27 June 2015 to win.

Permit No. LTPS/15/01947. See eastpointfoodfair.com.au for terms & conditions. 

THIS 
TOYOTA 

COROLLA
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John Symond. Theo Onisforou. Brian White. Bruce McWilliam. Vince Sorrenti.

 John Barbouttis. Ro Markson. Ainsley Gotto. Sarah-Jane Clarke.

Mayor Toni Zeltzer and her deputy Greg Levenston.

Mark Moran.

United stance      for staying single
Robbie Patterson

A WHO’S who of the Wool-
lahra community has come
out in support of their coun-
cil and sent a strong message
of no amalgamations.

From fashion designers to
real estate royalty, respect-
ed experts in their fields
have pushed for Woollahra
Council to stand alone.

The Wentworth Courier
survey comes as the council
last night ramped up its
campaign for independence.

More than 60 community
groups attended a meeting
with councillors to hatch a
plan for an ongoing anti-
amalgamation push.

And even those who are
outspoken about over-
governance, such as busi-

nessman Theo Onisforou
and Aussie Home Loans boss
John Symond, have backed
the council.

Mr Symond said he had a
“general view that in Aus-
tralia we are over-gov-
erned”. But he could not
support Woollahra being
merged unless services in-
creased and rates did not.

Mr Onisforou, owner of
the Intersection shopping
strip on Oxford St, opposed a
merger unless it was with
City of Sydney because “it is
the wealthiest council in
Australia … if it is not with
them I am against it.”

Joint chairman of Ray
White real estate, Brian
White, said: “One of the
fabulous things about Wool-
lahra Council is it has adop-

ted very distinctive identity 
with its district and the inter-
action (with) residents is
quite unique”.

Channel 7 commercial di-
rector Bruce McWilliam
said he feared quality of ser-
vice would fall in a merger.

“You can only assume we
will lose out if we became
part of a broader local gov-
ernment area,” he said.

Entertainer Vince Sor-
renti was dead serious:
“Amalgamation is a great
deal for Waverley and Rand-
wick, who clearly need us
more than we need them.”.

Peter Wilding, managing
director of Royal Hotels Aus-
tralia, owner of the Inter-
Continental Hotel Double
Bay, said a merger was bad
news for his business: “We

WOOLLAHRA

Honour boards
The Great Synagogue
will get $3636 in 

federal funding to restore 
two honour boards for the 
military service of Jewish 
Australians. The Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs funding 
is part of $460,000 package 
to restore and install 
memorials and plaques 
across the country.  

Patrol clampdown
Traffic and Highway
Patrol officers 

conducted 2300 random 
alcohol and drug tests across 
Rose Bay, Pyrmont, and the 
eastern suburbs on Friday 
with 23 drivers caught drink-
driving, nine arrested for 
drug driving, 24 defect 
notices and 158 fines.

Pizza champion
The owner of Double
Bay pizza place Arte

Bianca was the most 
successful Australian at the 
World Pizza Championship in 
Parma, Italy. Mark Paterno’s 
tartufata pizza with truffled 
mixed mushrooms and aged 
Parma prosciutto topped 
more than 600 competitors, 
finishing 20th overall. 

Photo contest
Entries are open for the
Australian Life 

photography exhibition, 
inviting artists to submit 
shots portraying the nation’s 
lifestyles. Information about 
entries can be found at 
artandabout.com.au. 

For your chance to win $25,000, simply  
go online and complete a short survey.

Visit www.newslocal.com.au/competitions  
to enter.

Things you should know: Entries open 01/06/2015 at 00:05am (AEST) and close 21/06/2015 at 23:55pm (AEST). NSW, VIC, QLD, and WA residents aged 18 years and over only. There is one prize. To enter the promotion, entrants must log on to  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions, register their details and complete a short survey. The winning entry will be drawn at random 10:00am (AEST)22/06/2015 at 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. The Winner’s name published on 24/06/2015 at  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Full terms and conditions available at www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Privacy Policy available at newscorpaustraliaprivacy.com. Promoter is News Limited, 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills 2010, NSW. Licensed under  
permit numbers NSW LTPS/15/03679 & VIC 15/1089. © 2015 Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.  WBR0389/PR/70x262/NSW

$25,000
movingget

 to win

08 NEWS

WIN $25,000 CASH TOWARDS YOUR RETIREMENT DETAILS INSIDE

Community Newspaper Awards
Newspaper of the year 2015

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 l wentworthcourier.com.au l ESTABLISHED 1947

That’s what these
rich and powerful
ratepayers say to
Woollahra merging

HIGH-PROFILE  Woollahra
ratepayers have given a re-
sounding “no” to their coun-
cil amalgamating.

And Woollahra Council
last night launched a cam-
paign to mobilise opposition
to the State Government’s
Fit for the Future program. 

Wentworth Courier sur-
veyed prominent residents
from Aussie executive
chairman John Symond to
former Rooster Anthony
Minichiello and all agreed
Woollahra had to retain its
distinctive identity and fight
against rate rises and loss of
representation and services.

                Full report Page 8

Robbie Patterson

Trees is the word
Olivia Newton-John launches One Tree 
Per Child program for Waverley. 
                                                                             Report Page 4

SHOP  
 &WIN

Spend a combined total of $40 
or more at any 2 Eastpoint Food 
Fair Edgecliff retailers between 

1 April - 27 June 2015 to win.

Permit No. LTPS/15/01947. See eastpointfoodfair.com.au for terms & conditions. 

THIS 
TOYOTA 

COROLLA

WIN $25,000 CASH TOWARDS YOUR RETIREMENT DETAILS INSIDE

Community Newspaper Awards
Newspaper of the year 2015

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 l wentworthcourier.com.au l ESTABLISHED 1947

That’s what these
rich and powerful
ratepayers say to
Woollahra merging

HIGH-PROFILE  Woollahra
ratepayers have given a re-
sounding “no” to their coun-
cil amalgamating.

And Woollahra Council
last night launched a cam-
paign to mobilise opposition
to the State Government’s
Fit for the Future program. 

Wentworth Courier sur-
veyed prominent residents
from Aussie executive
chairman John Symond to
former Rooster Anthony
Minichiello and all agreed
Woollahra had to retain its
distinctive identity and fight
against rate rises and loss of
representation and services.

                Full report Page 8

Robbie Patterson

Trees is the word
Olivia Newton-John launches One Tree 
Per Child program for Waverley. 
                                                                             Report Page 4

SHOP  
 &WIN

Spend a combined total of $40 
or more at any 2 Eastpoint Food 
Fair Edgecliff retailers between 

1 April - 27 June 2015 to win.

Permit No. LTPS/15/01947. See eastpointfoodfair.com.au for terms & conditions. 

THIS 
TOYOTA 

COROLLA

Page5



V1 - WCOE01Z01MA WENTWORTH COURIER, Wednesday, June 3, 2015 09

NEWS WHAT'S ON LIFESTYLE REALESTATE CLASSIFIEDS SPORT
1-34 32-33 37-40 41-125 126-138 139

Vince Sorrenti.

NEWS WHAT'S ON LIFESTYLE REALESTATE CLASSIFIEDS SPORT
1-34 32-33 37-40 41-125 126-138 139

NEWS WHAT'S ON LIFESTYLE REALESTATE CLASSIFIEDS SPORT
1-34 32-33 37-40 41-125 126-138 139

Mayor heads 
abroad during 
discussions
WOOLLAHRA mayor Toni
Zeltzer has planned a
month-long trip during the
council’s battle against
amalgamation.

Cr Zeltzer heads to the US
on a “previous family com-
mitment” to visit her son. 

She will also attend the
World Cities Summit in New
York City from June 8-10.

She was due to leave today
after hosting a community
forum about proposed amal-
gamations last night.

Cr Zeltzer said the forum
aimed to “provide commun-
ity leaders with an outline of
the State Government’s pro-
posed amalgamation plans,
the likely impacts for Wool-
lahra residents and a sum-
mary of community
feedback to date.”

It also outlined action that
can be taken by the com-
munity in continuing to
voice their opinions during
July as IPART prepares its
recommendations to the
government.

Cr Zeltzer will not be pres-
ent when her council’s sub-
mission to IPART against
local government amalga-
mation is sent.

But she said she had given
substantial input into the re-
port which she would be
reading from the US before it
was sent.

She said the most import-
ant time was public submis-
sions during July.

“That is when our com-
munity will be putting in
submissions and asking
questions,” she said.

Peter Wilding. Anthony Minichiello. Prue MacSween. Michael McMahon.

Alyce Tran.Mark Moran. Paul Espie. Col Scotts. Ric Serrao.

United stance      for staying single
COMMUNITY LEADERS OPPOSE AMALGAMATIONted very distinctive identity 

with its district and the inter-
action (with) residents is
quite unique”.

Channel 7 commercial di-
rector Bruce McWilliam
said he feared quality of ser-
vice would fall in a merger.

“You can only assume we
will lose out if we became
part of a broader local gov-
ernment area,” he said.

Entertainer Vince Sor-
renti was dead serious:
“Amalgamation is a great
deal for Waverley and Rand-
wick, who clearly need us
more than we need them.”.

Peter Wilding, managing
director of Royal Hotels Aus-
tralia, owner of the Inter-
Continental Hotel Double
Bay, said a merger was bad
news for his business: “We

feel there is something
unique in Double Bay in the
way the council embraces
the village ethos.”

Former Roosters captain
Anthony Minichiello has
swapped the sands of Bondi
for the views of Vaucluse.
Now he wants neighbouring
councils to keep their
“hands off Woollahra”.

Media commentator Prue
MacSween feared it would
mean “heavy rate rises and
less representation”

Owner of Catalina res-
taurant Michael McMahon
said the support he had re-
ceived from Woollahra
Council was second to none.

He said: “The council has

always helped us and been
most supportive. We would
never get that support from
a merged super council.”

Royal Australian Yacht
Club commodore John Bar-
bouttis said: “Each of the
Woollahra, Waverley and
Randwick municipalities
have their own individual
identities and that would
not continue with amalga-
mation.”

Public relations specialist
Ro Markson said the coun-
cil “invests in the local area,
provides good councillor
representation and has a
deep understanding of is-
sues peculiar to living on the
harbour foreshore”.

Former Private Secretary
of Prime Minister John Gor-
ton Ainsley Gotto said
it “should be left alone to
continue doing the good job
it is doing.”

Co-founder of Sass and
Bide Sarah-Jane Clarke
said the council had “always
responded quickly to our
neighbourhood needs” and a
merger would not   provide
the same level of service or
understanding.

Mark Moran is building a
retirement village at Vau-
cluse. He said locals would
suffer if they lost the “pro-
fessionalism of the council
and its officers ” which is not 
“reflected in the other con-

nected government bodies”.
Founder of fashion and

lifestyle blog, The Daily Ed-
ited, Alyce Tran said the
councils should be left sep-
arate. Investment banker
and director of Pacific
Road Capital Management
Paul Espie said the coun-
cil’s “independence, local
character and culture ... are
essential parts of the rich
fabric of our society.”

Former NFL player Col
Scotts argued locals
would “lose our voice in a
merged council”. 

Principal of Raine and
Horne Double Bay and
Bondi Beach Ric Serrao
said he had “seen what hap-
pens when councils get big-
ger and I feel a lot of issues
fall through the cracks”.

WOOLLAHRA WOOLLAHRA RUSHCUTTERS BAY

Headquarters on 
cards for BMW

KINGS CROSS

Rise in arrests 
for prostitution

BMW Australia plans to
spend $51 million develop-
ing its Rushcutters Bay
showroom into a luxury
headquarters. 

The plans before City of
Sydney council reveal a five-
storey development with a
footprint almost the entire
size of the 6930sq m site. 

The new development
would include showrooms
across three floors, a staff
training centre, car hire ser-
vice and more than 400
above ground car parks. 

The City’s Central Sydney
Planning Committee will
make a decision on the de-
velopment after it comes off
public exhibition on June 12.

ARRESTS for illegal prosti-
tution in the Kings Cross
police command have in-
creased 577 per cent in the
past year, the quarterly Bu-
reau of Crime Statistics and
Research (BOCSAR) repor-
ted yesterday.

It said the number of pros-
titution arrests had in-
creased from 52 last year to
300 over the year to March.

BOCSAR director Dr Don
Weatherburn said the rise
could be attributed to con-
sistent, targeted police ac-
tivity in the Kings Cross
Local Area Command.

The report showed that
16 of the 17 major crime
categories were either stable
or falling.

For your chance to win $25,000, simply  
go online and complete a short survey.

Visit www.newslocal.com.au/competitions  
to enter.

Things you should know: Entries open 01/06/2015 at 00:05am (AEST) and close 21/06/2015 at 23:55pm (AEST). NSW, VIC, QLD, and WA residents aged 18 years and over only. There is one prize. To enter the promotion, entrants must log on to  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions, register their details and complete a short survey. The winning entry will be drawn at random 10:00am (AEST)22/06/2015 at 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. The Winner’s name published on 24/06/2015 at  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Full terms and conditions available at www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Privacy Policy available at newscorpaustraliaprivacy.com. Promoter is News Limited, 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills 2010, NSW. Licensed under  
permit numbers NSW LTPS/15/03679 & VIC 15/1089. © 2015 Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.  WBR0389/PR/70x262/NSW

$25,000
movingget

 to win
25-27 Newcastle St Rose Bay NSW 2029
Phone 02 9371 0721
rosebay@mysteppingstones.com.au

www.mysteppingstones.com.au
Operating hours 7.30am to 6pm Mon - Fri.
Catering for children 0 to 6 years of age.

BRAND NEW
State of the Art

Child Care Centre
at Rose Bay

 State of the art facilities
 Exceptionally well staffed and resourced centre 
 Delicious freshly prepared meals using Fresh Organic Produce
  Age appropriate educational programs & a comprehensive school readiness 
program
 Safe & secure access policy
  Extracurricular educational programs including Music, Sport, Yoga, Cooking Classes 
and more

Centre Open Day
Sunday 21  June 2015

9:30am - 12:30pm
- HAVE LOTS OF FUN, WITH -

Jumping
Castle

Petting
Zoo

Snacks and
Refreshments

to sample our menu

Former Sydney Roosters Captain and 
NSW and Australian representative 

Anthony Minichiello will
offi cially open the centre.
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John Symond. Theo Onisforou. Brian White. Bruce McWilliam. Vince Sorrenti.

 John Barbouttis. Ro Markson. Ainsley Gotto. Sarah-Jane Clarke.

Mayor Toni Zeltzer and her deputy Greg Levenston.

Mark Moran.

United stance      for staying single
Robbie Patterson

A WHO’S who of the Wool-
lahra community has come
out in support of their coun-
cil and sent a strong message
of no amalgamations.

From fashion designers to
real estate royalty, respect-
ed experts in their fields
have pushed for Woollahra
Council to stand alone.

The Wentworth Courier
survey comes as the council
last night ramped up its
campaign for independence.

More than 60 community
groups attended a meeting
with councillors to hatch a
plan for an ongoing anti-
amalgamation push.

And even those who are
outspoken about over-
governance, such as busi-

nessman Theo Onisforou
and Aussie Home Loans boss
John Symond, have backed
the council.

Mr Symond said he had a
“general view that in Aus-
tralia we are over-gov-
erned”. But he could not
support Woollahra being
merged unless services in-
creased and rates did not.

Mr Onisforou, owner of
the Intersection shopping
strip on Oxford St, opposed a
merger unless it was with
City of Sydney because “it is
the wealthiest council in
Australia … if it is not with
them I am against it.”

Joint chairman of Ray
White real estate, Brian
White, said: “One of the
fabulous things about Wool-
lahra Council is it has adop-

ted very distinctive identity 
with its district and the inter-
action (with) residents is
quite unique”.

Channel 7 commercial di-
rector Bruce McWilliam
said he feared quality of ser-
vice would fall in a merger.

“You can only assume we
will lose out if we became
part of a broader local gov-
ernment area,” he said.

Entertainer Vince Sor-
renti was dead serious:
“Amalgamation is a great
deal for Waverley and Rand-
wick, who clearly need us
more than we need them.”.

Peter Wilding, managing
director of Royal Hotels Aus-
tralia, owner of the Inter-
Continental Hotel Double
Bay, said a merger was bad
news for his business: “We

WOOLLAHRA

Honour boards
The Great Synagogue
will get $3636 in 

federal funding to restore 
two honour boards for the 
military service of Jewish 
Australians. The Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs funding 
is part of $460,000 package 
to restore and install 
memorials and plaques 
across the country.  

Patrol clampdown
Traffic and Highway
Patrol officers 

conducted 2300 random 
alcohol and drug tests across 
Rose Bay, Pyrmont, and the 
eastern suburbs on Friday 
with 23 drivers caught drink-
driving, nine arrested for 
drug driving, 24 defect 
notices and 158 fines.

Pizza champion
The owner of Double
Bay pizza place Arte

Bianca was the most 
successful Australian at the 
World Pizza Championship in 
Parma, Italy. Mark Paterno’s 
tartufata pizza with truffled 
mixed mushrooms and aged 
Parma prosciutto topped 
more than 600 competitors, 
finishing 20th overall. 

Photo contest
Entries are open for the
Australian Life 

photography exhibition, 
inviting artists to submit 
shots portraying the nation’s 
lifestyles. Information about 
entries can be found at 
artandabout.com.au. 

For your chance to win $25,000, simply  
go online and complete a short survey.

Visit www.newslocal.com.au/competitions  
to enter.

Things you should know: Entries open 01/06/2015 at 00:05am (AEST) and close 21/06/2015 at 23:55pm (AEST). NSW, VIC, QLD, and WA residents aged 18 years and over only. There is one prize. To enter the promotion, entrants must log on to  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions, register their details and complete a short survey. The winning entry will be drawn at random 10:00am (AEST)22/06/2015 at 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. The Winner’s name published on 24/06/2015 at  
www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Full terms and conditions available at www.newslocal.com.au/competitions. Privacy Policy available at newscorpaustraliaprivacy.com. Promoter is News Limited, 2 Holt Street, Surry Hills 2010, NSW. Licensed under  
permit numbers NSW LTPS/15/03679 & VIC 15/1089. © 2015 Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.  WBR0389/PR/70x262/NSW

$25,000
movingget

 to win
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www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au

What does amalgamation
mean for Woollahra’s future? –

   Loss of local identity
   Reduced local representation 
   Rate increases 
   No guarantee of service benefits
   Strong community opposition

Have your  say  on Woollahra’s future
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Have your say  
before it is too late. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Despite continued community opposition to 
amalgamation and our strong financial position as a 
stable, stand-alone council, the State Government has 
asked Woollahra Council to consider amalgamation  
as part of its Local Government Reform program.Mayor of Woollahra 

Councillor Toni Zeltzer

Woollahra Council’s opposition to amalgamation  
is based on:

•	 Your community feedback

•	 Endorsement of our long-term financial sustainability  
by NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp)

•	 Future modelling which indicates that there will be 
significant rate rises for Woollahra residents under 
amalgamation

•	 No substantive benefits for our ratepayers directly 
attributable to amalgamation

In 2013, 84% of local residents surveyed, opposed an 
amalgamation. There was an overwhelming preference  
for Woollahra Council to remain independent, placing a  
top priority on local representation.

The Local Government Review Panel itself has stated 
that it accepts that: “there is no simple relationship 
between council size and efficiency and hence no 
guarantee that amalgamations will produce the benefits 
sought, especially cost savings.”1 With the huge costs  
associated with amalgamation, the unnecessary 
disruption and no guarantee of efficiencies or cost 
savings, Woollahra Council cannot support the 
Government’s view that bigger is better. 

Your Councillors and I would like to know whether or not 
your position on amalgamation has changed in the last two 
years. Your feedback will help shape our Fit for the Future 
submission to the State Government, due by 30 June 2015.

We have commissioned Micromex Research to conduct a 
telephone survey of randomly selected residents in March 
to seek local opinion.

This is an important issue for our community. I urge you to 
spare a few minutes to have your say on Woollahra’s future 
by participating in a brief online survey via our website: 
www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au

Following recommendations made by an Independent 
Local Government Review Panel to the State 
Government, Woollahra Council has been asked to 
consider a voluntary ‘global city’ amalgamation with the 
City of Sydney, Botany Bay, Waverley and Randwick 
Councils.

The ‘global city’ merger would result in a huge population 
increase, from 58,000 to 505,000 [and up to 670,000 
by 2031]. The State Government’s Fit for the Future 
program promotes the idea that bigger councils 
are better, and that increased size equals long-term 
sustainability and improved service delivery.

The Government is offering a financial incentive to each 
newly amalgamated council. This one-off payment is 
minor compared to the long-term financial impacts of 
amalgamation on Woollahra ratepayers.

The facts on amalgamation for Woollahra are:

•	 Through our previous survey we know that residents 
strongly favour Woollahra remaining a stand-alone 
council

•	 Woollahra Council has been independently assessed  
as being financially sustainable into the future 

•	 There are no demonstrated benefits for Woollahra 
residents and no guarantee of better service 
provision through amalgamation

•	 There will be a marked reduction in the level of local 
representation

•	 Local residential rates will rise significantly due to  
higher land values in our area

For more information on the State Government’s  
Fit for the Future Local Government Reform 
Program, visit www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au

1 Final Report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review Panel,  
   October 2013, p.73.
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The State Government’s 
position:
    Global city - City of Sydney, Botany Bay, Randwick, 	
     Waverley and Woollahra councils

Population: 
505,000 

 
    

 

    Randwick, Waverley + Woollahra		

Population: 
270,000

     
    Waverley + Woollahra

Population:  
127,000
       
    City of Sydney + Woollahra  

Population:  
249,000

Woollahra’s current 
position:
STAND-ALONE COUNCIL

Woollahra Council’s long-term financial planning 
assessment confirms our capacity to remain an 
independent, stand-alone council.

Three NSW Treasury reviews of Woollahra Council’s 
future economic sustainability have reinforced our 
financial strength and positive outlook.

We support local government reform and improvements 
which strengthen our community and its future. 
Successful local government reform can be achieved 
without amalgamation.

We oppose the amalgamation of Woollahra Council 
because:

•	 There is no evidence that an amalgamation will  
deliver benefits for Woollahra residents 

•	 Modelling of existing rate structures of a Randwick, 
Waverley, Woollahra amalgamation reveals 
unacceptable inequities:

 
- Rate increases for Woollahra residents of 
  between 22% ($7m) and 53% ($17m) each 
  year would be likely given land value differences 
- Up to 5,500 Woollahra ratepayers face an    	   
  annual rate increase of between $1,000 and 
  $10,000 p.a. 
- Woollahra rate increases would fund rate     
  decreases in other council areas 

•	 There is no existing evidence to support the notion 
that larger councils are more efficient in delivering 
local services

•   Significant reduction in the number of Councillors 
representing Woollahra

•	 There is strong community opposition to amalgamation. 
In 2013 we asked Woollahra residents about 
amalgamation. 81% of residents told us they 
opposed a ‘global city’ amalgamation and 84% 
supported Woollahra remaining a stand-alone  
council where local connection and representation  
is a priority.	

 

    Woollahra - stay as is 

Population:  
58,000

The Fit for the Future Local Government reform  
program is the State Government’s response to the  
recommendations of the Independent Local Government  
Review Panel. The State Government believes that our  
current system of local government will not be able to  
meet the needs of growing and changing communities.   

Following a review of submissions from all councils by an 
independent panel, the NSW Government will determine  
which councils are Fit for the Future. 

These councils will be given:

•	 Access to a State borrowing facility to help fund local 
infrastructure

•	 More flexibility with procurement and simplified  
reporting

•	 Access to a streamlined IPART process for setting  
rates; and

•	 Eligibility for additional planning powers

 

Other options:

WOOLLAHRA

   2015 approximate  	    
   population figures

WOOLLAHRA

WOOLLAHRA

WOOLLAHRA

WOOLLAHRA
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What you can do:
We engaged Micromex Research to conduct 
a telephone survey of randomly selected local 
residents during March to seek local feedback. 

We also encourage you to share your views by 
completing a brief online survey via Council’s 
website.

Your feedback will help form our response to  
the State Government.

    This is your 
community and  
your future. 

Please take action.

•	 Whilst we hope the State Government will not proceed 
with forced amalgamations, we need your feedback 	
on the ‘global city’ proposal and on the other options  
for amalgamation with neighbouring councils

•	 Our position is that Woollahra Council has the strength 
and capacity to remain a strong and sustainable 
independent council

•	 The State Government is promoting the population 	       
of council areas as the primary indicator of a council’s 	     
capacity and capability 

•	 Woollahra Council has advocated for local government 
reform that delivers improved services for local 	 	
communities – but we have not seen any evidence 	
that service improvements come as a direct result of  
making councils bigger

•	 The State Government has offered a one-off financial 
incentive for Woollahra Council to amalgamate with  
its neighbouring councils 

•  We do not consider financial incentives compensate 
for the significant and on-going financial burden that 
Woollahra ratepayers would face through amalgamation

          ONLINE

www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au

What you need to know:
M

arch 2015. R
ecycled stock.

Woollahra Council is already Fit for the Future.

• 	The State Government has set financial measures against 
which councils will be assessed in determining whether  
they are Fit for the Future

Woollahra Council’s performance against these  
measures is:

>  Operating Performance Ratio    	 Achieved  2018

>  Own Source Revenue Ratio   	 Achieved now

>  Building & Infrastructure	 Achieved  2016 
     Asset Renewal Ratio

>  Infrastructure Backlog Ratio  	 Achieved now

>  Asset Maintenance Ratio  	 Achieved now

>  Debt Service Ratio	 Achieved now

>  Real Operating Expenditure	 Achieved now 
     per capita

• 	We achieve five of these seven benchmarks now [    ] 
and will achieve the remaining two [    ] by June 2018, 
two years ahead of the State Government’s target  
date of June 2020
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