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Chronology of Fit for the Future
Community Engagement

Extraordinary Council Meeting Resolution

Mail out to Woollahra Ratepayers “No Amalgamations”
Wentworth Courier — Mayoral Column

Wentworth Courier — Mayoral Column

Community Leaders — Information Evening

Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Mayor ABC TV Interview re: Amalgamation

Mayoral radio interview with Shore Break (Bondi Beach Radio)

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors meeting
Mayor and General Manager attended

WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future

Questions without Notice
from numerous Councillors

Mayor addresses Queen Street West Woollahra Association on Fit
for the Future and Amalgamations

Media Release: Residents support Fit for the Future Fight
Letter to the Editor of the Wentworth Courier
Meeting with Member for Wentworth, the Hon Malcolm Turnbull

Mayor and Senior Staff attend IPART Forum “Review of Local
Council Fit for the Future proposals”

WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future

Notice of Motion
from Mayor Zeltzer & Councillors Wynne and Petrie

Mayor and General Manager meeting with Member for Vaucluse,
the Hon Gabrielle Upton
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Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting
Mayor and General Manager attended

Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended

Mayoral Meeting with local community leader, Discover Double
Bay Greg Prior

Wentworth Courier advertisement “What does amalgamation
mean for Woollahra’s future?”” online survey.

Woollahra News Wentworth Courier “There is still time to have
your say on amalgamation and the future of your local area”

Mayoral interview with Eastside Radio

Jewish News advertisement “Have your Say on Woollahra’s
Future”

Eastern Suburbs Times advertisement “Have your Say” on line
survey.

Latte Life Issue advertisement and article on “Have your Say”?
Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Wentworth Courier advertisement “What does amalgamation
mean for Woollahra’s future?”

SSROC Ordinary Meeting
Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Woollahra Council: Have your Say Website launched
continually being updated with information

Online Survey commenced

Independent telephone survey by Micromex Research conducted
214 to 31 March (see annexure as part of submission)

Distribution of 31,000 Flyers to Residences and Businesses by
Advertising Printing Australia P/L

Media Release: Council surveys residents on proposed
amalgamation options

WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future

Mayoral Meeting with Member for Vaucluse, the Hon Gabrielle
Upton
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2 December 2014
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11 September 2014

27 March 2014

24 March 2014

21 March 2014

31 January 2014

24 January 2014

23 January 2014
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Meeting with Naomi Dougall SSROC CEO and Mayor and
General Manager

Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended

Mayoral Meeting with Lord Mayor of Sydney, Cr Clover Moore
to discuss Fit for the Future

WMC Councillors’ Briefing on Fit for the Future

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group
Mayor and General Manager attended

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group
Mayor and General Manager attended

Notice of Motion
from Councillor Petrie

Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Mayor and Acting GM at Office of Local Government — Fit for the

Future Briefing

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting
Mayor and General Manager attended

Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended

Media Release: Government’s merger plan no fit for Woollahra
residents

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Meeting

Mayoral Minute: Local Governement Review Panel — Submission
to Final Paper “Revitalising Local Government”

Meeting of Sub-Committee of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
regarding response to Independent Local Government Review
Panel’s Final Report Revitalising Local Government

Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended

Media Release: Sydney Metropolitan Mayors support No Forced
Amalgamations

Executive Meeting of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended
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22 July 2013
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20 May 2013

13 May 2013
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Sydney Metropolitan Mayors
Mayor and General Manager attended

Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Executive Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Group
Mayor and General Manager attended

Mayoral Minute: Local Government Review Panel — Submission to
Future Directions Paper

Media Release: The no’s have it. Woollahra residents strongly
oppose amalgamation idea

Metropolitan Mayors Group Meeting
Mayor and General Manager attended

Micromex Survey July 2013 conducted on Amalgamations (see
annexure as part of submission)

Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Metropolitan Mayors Group Meeting
Mayor and General Manager attended

Letterbox delivery Message from the Mayor “No Local benefits in
a “global city” merger

Wentworth Courier: Woollahra News
Wentworth Courier — Mayoral Column
Wentworth Courier: Woollahra News
Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column
Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Wentworth Courier to host community forum: Amalgamation
attended by Mayor Petrie

Mayoral Minute: Local Government Review Panel — Future
Directions for NSW Local Government

Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column

Mayor Petrie Photo Shoot for Wentworth Courier with Lord
Mayor Moore and Mayor Betts re: Amalgamations (outside City
Town Hall)

Notice of Motion:
from Councillor Robertson
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8 May 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 93

24 April 2013 Media Release: No Evidence that a “global city” will be good for 94
Woollahra Residents

30 January 2013 Wentworth Courier - Mayoral Column 95
Letters of Feedback

18 March 2015 Bruce Bland

21 March 2015 Jennifer Turner

6 April 2015 Peter Poland

7 April 2015 John & Pat Howard

9 April 2015 Muriel Balkin

14 April 2015 Teresa Kiernan

15 May 2015 Kay Smith

29 May 2015 Fernanda Rodas

29 May 2015 Denis Ashton

1 June 2015 Pauline Calligeros

10 June 2015 Mark Silcocks

11 June 2015 Mark Silcocks
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Extraordinary Council Meeting
Monday 29 June 2015

Fit tor the Future Submission to IPART

Resolved Unanimously

A.

THAT Council adopt the Fit for the Future submission presented with this report, noting that
the report demonstrates the Council is Fit for the Future against the Independent Pricing &
Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) assessment criteria.

THAT the submission be lodged with IPART by 30 June 2015.

THAT it be noted the Council’s adopted position reflected in the submission is to pursue
Woollahra Council remaining a stand-alone Council, after considering a range of merger
options, on the basis that:

1.

ii.

1il.

1v.

Vi.

vil.

Viil.

There is overwhelming community opposition to amalgamation and Council has
responded to that opposition

a)  91% support keeping our local identity

b)  81% want Woollahra to remain a stand-alone council

c)  80% oppose any forced amalgamation

There are no tangible benefits for Woollahra residents under amalgamation that cannot
be delivered, or that are already being delivered under the current structure.

NSW Treasury Corporation has confirmed that Woollahra is financially sustainable now
and into the future.

Woollahra meets five (5) of the seven (7) Fit for the Future quantifiable measures now
and will meet all seven (7) by June 2016. This is four (4) years ahead of the 2020 target
date.

Independent financial analysis indicates that none of the merger options achieve all seven
(7) Fit for the Future measures.

Amalgamation will result in significant and unacceptable rate rises for Woollahra
ratepayers under current legislation with those increases funding rate decreases in
Randwick.

Pensioner rates will increase as they are not protected under current rating legislation.

There is clear evidence in the State Government’s ‘A Plan for Growing Sydney —
December 2014’ that target infrastructure works for the Sydney Central Region are not in
the Woollahra LGA and it is highly likely that additional funds generated through
significant and unfair rate increases for ratepayers in Woollahra will be redirected under
amalgamation to Randwick to progress major infrastructure projects.
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THAT the Council continues to pursue its very strong opposition to any forced amalgamation
of Woollahra Council.

THAT the Council’s submission be provided to The Member for Vaucluse, the Hon. Gabrielle
Upton MP, The Member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich, and the Federal Member for
Wentworth, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP.

THAT a copy of the submission also be provided to the Mayors of Randwick, Waverley,
Botany Bay and City of Sydney Councils.

THAT the General Manager be authorised to make any minor amendments to the submission
prior to lodgement.

THAT Council’s appreciation and thanks be extended to Professor Gary L. Sturgess for his
work in authoring Woollahra Council’s Existing Structure Fit for the Future Business Case and
for his attendance at Council’s Extraordinary Meeting on 29 June 2015.



Woollahra Residents have spoken:

> 81% support Woollahra Council to stand alone

> 91% want to keep our local identity

> 80% oppose a forced amalgamation with other councils

FIGHT TO SAVE WOOLLAHRA FROM
TAKEOVER BY OTHER COUNCILS!!!

Woollahra councillors have listened to our residents and have voted unanimously
AGAINST any amalgamation with other councils. Amalgamation with neighbouring
councils will result in:

« No tangible benefits for Woollahra residents

« Less local representation on an amalgamated council

« A loss of identity and diminished voice on local issues

- Big rate rises of up to $25,000 per year

« Your rate INCREASES will REDUCE rates in Randwick

NSW Treasury has confirmed Woollahra Council is financially
strong now and into the future - WE CAN STAND ALONE!

What You Can Do

Say NO to amalgamation with our online petition at:
https://www.change.org/p/save-woollahra-council

As the NSW State Government will make the final decision on the amalgamation,

you can make your position known to The NSW Minister for Local Government,
The Hon. Paul Toole MP at office@toole.minister.nsw.gov.au

Inform our local state member The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP of your concerns at
vaucluse@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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The NSW Government is undertaking a ‘Fit for the Future’ Local Government
Reform Program. Woollahra Council may be forced to amalgamate with the City
of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Botany Bay Councils to form a new ‘Global
City’ Council, expected to have a combined population of more than 500,000
residents — the population of Tasmania.

Waverley Council supports a three council amalgamation with Randwick and
Woollahra. This amalgamation will effectively be a takeover of our
municipality and would see annual Council rates rise by 22% to 53%,
resulting in a total increase between $7 million to $17 million per year,
based on the NSW Government rating legislation.

These rate increases equate to a total sum of between $70 million and $170
million over the next 10 years — effectively transferring money from the pockets
of Woollahra ratepayers to the pockets of adjoining ratepayers, the majority of
whom are in Randwick.

The rate increases represent a significant, unjustifiable and unacceptable
redistribution of rate revenue to Randwick ratepayers. This will occur because

the average land value of a residential property in Woollahra is 2.2 times (222 %)
above the average land value of a residential property in Randwick and 1.7 (171 %)
above Waverley (see graph below).

Average Residential Land Value per Council (‘000)

1,000 - Woollahra's
average
residential

$1,061 land value is:

750 - * 2.2 times
Randwick’s
average value

* 1.7 times
Waverley’s
average value

500 -

$620

$477

250 -

Randwick
Waverley
[ Woollahra

Randwick
Waverley
Woollahra

HELP US SAVE OUR WOOLLAHRA!!
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Wentworth Courier

ESTABLISHED 1947

Wednesday, June 3,2015 | wentworthcourier.com.au |

That’s what these
rich and powerful
ratepayers say to
Woollahra merging

Robbie Patterson

HIGH-PROFILE Woollahra
ratepayers have given a re-
sounding “no” to their coun-
cil amalgamating.

And Woollahra Council
last night launched a cam-
paign to mobilise opposition
to the State Government’s
Fit for the Future program.

Wentworth Courier sur-
veyed prominent residents
from Aussie executive
chairman John Symond to
former Rooster Anthony
Minichiello and all agreed
Woollahra had to retain its
distinctive identity and fight
against rate rises and loss of
representation and services.

John Symond.

Theo Onisforou.

Mayor Toni Zeltzer and her deputy Greg Levenston.

Brian White.

Bruce McWilliam.

Vince Sorrenti.

United sta

Robbie Patterson

A WHO'’S who of the Wool-
lahra community has come
out in support of their coun-
ciland sent a strong message
of no amalgamations.

From fashion designers to
real estate royalty, respect-
ed experts in their fields
have pushed for Woollahra
Council to stand alone.

The Wentworth Courier
survey comes as the council
last night ramped up its
campaign for independence.

More than 60 community
groups attended a meeting
with councillors to hatch a
plan for an ongoing anti-

amalgamation push.
And even those who are
outspoken about over-

governance, such as busi-

nessman Theo Onisforou
and Aussie Home Loans boss
John Symond, have backed
the council.

Mr Symond said he had a
“general view that in Aus-
tralia we are over-gov-
erned”. But he could not
support Woollahra being
merged unless services in-
creased and rates did not.

Mr Onisforou, owner of
the Intersection shopping
strip on Oxford St, opposed a
merger unless it was with
City of Sydney because “it is
the wealthiest council in
Australia ... if it is not with
them I am againstit.”

Joint chairman of Ray
White real estate, Brian
White, said: “One of the
fabulous things about Wool-
lahra Council is it has adop-

ted very distinctive identity
withits district and the inter-
action (with) residents is
quite unique”.

Channel 7 commercial di-
rector Bruce McWilliam
said he feared quality of ser-
vice would fall in a merger.

“You can only assume we
will lose out if we became
part of a broader local gov-
ernment area,” he said.

Entertainer Vince Sor-
renti was dead serious:
“Amalgamation is a great
deal for Waverley and Rand-
wick, who clearly need us
more than we need them.”.

Peter Wilding, managing
director of Royal Hotels Aus-
tralia, owner of the Inter-
Continental Hotel Double
Bay, said a merger was bad
news for his business: “We
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John Barbouttis.

Ainsley Gotto.

Sarah-]Jane Clarke.

Mark Moran.

Peter Wilding.

Anthony Minichiello.

Prue MacSween.

Michael McMahon.

for staying single

COMMUNITY LEADERS OPPOSE AMALGAMATION

feel there is something
unique in Double Bay in the
way the council embraces
the village ethos.”

Former Roosters captain
Anthony Minichiello has
swapped the sands of Bondi
for the views of Vaucluse.
Now he wants neighbouring
councils to Kkeep their
“hands off Woollahra”.

Media commentator Prue
MacSween feared it would
mean “heavy rate rises and
less representation”

Owner of Catalina res-
taurant Michael McMahon
said the support he had re-
ceived from Woollahra
Council was second to none.

He said: “The council has

always helped us and been
most supportive. We would
never get that support from
amerged super council.”

Royal Australian Yacht
Club commodore John Bar-
bouttis said: “Each of the
Woollahra, Waverley and
Randwick municipalities
have their own individual
identities and that would
not continue with amalga-
mation.”

Public relations specialist
Ro Markson said the coun-
cil “invests in the local area,
provides good councillor
representation and has a
deep understanding of is-
sues peculiar toliving on the
harbour foreshore”.

Former Private Secretary
of Prime Minister John Gor-
ton Ainsley Gotto said
it “should be left alone to
continue doing the good job
itis doing.”

Co-founder of Sass and
Bide Sarah-Jane Clarke
said the council had “always
responded quickly to our
neighbourhoodneeds” and a
merger would not provide
the same level of service or
understanding.

Mark Moran is building a
retirement village at Vau-
cluse. He said locals would
suffer if they lost the “pro-
fessionalism of the council
and its officers ” which is not
“reflected in the other con-

nected government bodies”.

Founder of fashion and
lifestyle blog, The Daily Ed-
ited, Alyce Tran said the
councils should be left sep-
arate. Investment banker
and director of Pacific
Road Capital Management
Paul Espie said the coun-
cil’s “independence, local
character and culture ... are
essential parts of the rich
fabric of our society.”

Former NFL player Col
Scotts argued locals
would “lose our voice in a
merged council”.

Principal of Raine and
Horne Double Bay and
Bondi Beach Ric Serrao
said he had “seen what hap-
pens when councils get big-
ger and I feel a lot of issues
fall through the cracks”.

Alyce Tran.

Paul Espie.

Col Scotts.

Ric Serrao.
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Invitation List for Community Leaders Briefing
2 June 2015

Bellevue Hill Resident Action Group

Business Network International Double Bay Chapter

Darling Point Edge

Darling Point Society

Discover Double Bay

Double Bay Chamber of Commerce
Double Bay Ladies Probus Club

Double Bay Marketing

Double Bay Networking Group

Double Bay Residents Association

Double Bay Working Party

Eastern Suburbs Time

Eastside Radio

Edgecliff Preservation Society

Harbour View Residents Groiip
Holdsworth Community

Latte Life

No High Rise in Double Bay

Oxford Street Working Party

Paddington Action Committee

Paddington DCP Working Party

Point Piper Residents

Queen Street & West Woollahra Association
Rose Bay Chamber of Commerce

Rose Bay Good Neighbour Group

Rose Bay Resident's Association Inc
Rushcutters Bay Foreshore Protection Association
Rushceutters Bay Park Enhancement Group
Sydney Standard

The Beast

The Greens Woollahra

The Paddington Society

The Residents First Party

The Watsons Bay Association

Vaucluse Progress Association

Watsons Bay Good Neighbowr Group
Wentworth Courier

Woollahra History and Heritage Society Inc.
Woollahra Library Executive

Woollahra on Cooper Park N/Hood Watch
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Woollahra Municipal Council - Council Mee?ﬁ?geﬁinutes

Questions for Next Meeting

Item No: 13

Subject: Questions for Next Meeting
Author: Gary James, General Manager
File No: 467.G/Q 10

Reason for Report: To allow Councillors to ask Questions for Next Meeting in accordance with
Council’s Code of Meeting Practice.

(Wynne/O’Regan)

That Councillors ask Questions for Next Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting
Practice.

Adopted
The following questions were asked:-
Councillor Bennett asking:

[ noticed that on O’Sullivan Road a few of the boats have permits issued by Council to park the
boats. Are we obliged to issue parking permits to boat owners in O’Sullivan Road and why?

Director Technical Services in response:

Madam Mayor, in brief there is quite a bit of history to this issue. When the Council introduced
time limited parking in O’Sullivan Road which was done precisely to move on the boats there was
a bit of push back from boat owners who lived in the street. So as a one-off at the time Council
agreed that on that one site, the only site in the LGA, Council would issue permits to the boat
owners who lived there to enable them to park boats in that street. It only applies to people who live
on O’Sullivan Road.

Councillor Petrie asking:

Madam Mayor [ have a series of questions, It relates to a letter that you received from Mayor Sally
Betts from Waverley.

Mayor in response:

I only saw this letter at about five o’clock. It came into my inbox probably at about two thirty.
Because | was having back to back meetings I only saw it quite late. I haven’t had a huge amount of
time to digest it but go ahead.

Councillor Petrie further asking:

Mayor Betts raises in paragraph two of her letter, which you have and I quote “the increase [in

rates] of the magnitude that you suggest”, being you Madam Mayor, “was the result of only one of
fifty scenarios discussed by the three Councils™.

Council Meeting of 25 May 2015 Page 1495
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My question to you is if Woollahra’s unique rate system of 50% base rate and 50% ad valorem is
changed to the singular ad valorem rating system of Randwick and Waverley, how is it possible for
your statement that the majority of ratepayers in the Woollahra Municipality will get increases in
their rates between $1,000 and $30,000 per annum, to be wrong?

Mayor further in response:

If you look at the brochure it says 5,500 properties will increase from $1,000 to $10,000 and then
there will be some that will increase by as much as $30,000 per annum. I don’t think that we
overstated what the impacts are going to be.

Councillor Petrie further asking:

Just to reiterate to give you some more opportunity to respond, if Woollahra’s unique rates system
of 50% base rate and 50% ad valorem becomes a singular ad valorem valuation between the
Councils, how is it possible that your scenario and what you have pointed out is not correct?

Mayor further in response:

In fact if it became full ad valorem it would be higher than the scenario that I put forward. I will
pass it to the General Manager to comment further.

General Manager responding:

Madam Mayor during this process Randwick modelled something like eighty (80) different
scenarios, some of them within existing legislation, some of them: outside of the current legislation,
which would require appropriate changes.

What we have said all the way through this is that in the modelling we looked at our current
modelling for Woollahra, we looked at the modelling and the current minimum rate for Waverley
and we looked at the current modelling for Randwick with their minimum rate.

The scenario that we refer to is the difference that occurs between modelling ours, that is the base
rate and that’s where the smallest increase actually occurs, in the tune of about §7 million, right up
to the 53% which I think is the Randwick modelling [correction to Waverley Modelling] if their
minimum rate is concerned. So we did look at all of them but the modelling that is referred to is
based on the modelling that is in place at this point in time.

The reasoning behind that is that we presumed that each of those Councils would be in tune with
what is the most appropriate rate modelling for that particular area. We said that if that was to apply
across the whole of the merged area that would be the impact.

We were drawing attention to the fact in that based on representation of a newly merged Council,
that our chances of pushing for a 50% rates base would be reduced purely and simply on the basis
of representation. That is we would only have probably 3 Councillors out of 12. There would be 9
in the other areas which are strong advocates for minimum rates. So that is where those numbers
actually come from.

Mayor further asking:

So the reduced representation of 3 Councillors out of 12 would mean that we would not be able to
uphold that when it would disadvantage the others to go into our rating structure.
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General Manager further responding:

The other point that [ would like to make just in clarification, is having seen the letter there is a
reference to a rating proposal in there that does not currently exist. That is a 70% base rate and that
70% base rate would require a change in fegislation. I would also indicate that within that letter that
in fact Waverley’s rates do in fact increase under that particular scenario if that was actually dealt
with.

Mayor further in response:

Just before you also go on Councillor Petrie I just want to bring attention as you brought it to the
letter. In paragraph 3 where is says (and it has been written directly to me but it was circulated to
the other Councillors): “I know that you were aware that these discussions have taken place with
the State Government as you and [ have also discussed”. Now can I just elaborate on that further.

I am certainly not aware and not privy to discussions going on between other Mayors and the State
Government.

I have certainly gone to sece my State and Federal Members to discuss the impacts on Woollahra.
I have not gone anywhere beyond that. So T am not aware or privy to the discussions going on and
any undertakings having been given if they are not public.

If they are not public and formalised 1 cannot take those into account when distributing information
to anyone because they are not concrete. I am not aware of the discussions.

Councillor Betts also says that “there have been discussions between myself and herself and our
General Managers ctc. ctc.” I have to go back to the question asked by Councillor Matthew
Robertson. [at a previous Council meeting]. Have I had any of these discussions with Councillor
Betts? [ have not entered into any discussions on amalgamations with Councillor Betts. [ have met
her at WAYS and other functions but I have never gone into discussions with Councillor Betts at
any time regarding these.

The last time we spoke formally about amalgamations was when the General Manager and the
Acting General Manager and | had a meeting which was probably the third meeting in a line to look
at the model that was actually proposed by Randwick, to see how it panned out for us.

Now there are also accusations that I withheld information from Councillors. You must be aware
and some Councillors have identified immediately when they received this letter, that I circulated
the model that was proposed by Randwick as soon as we received it and you had every opportunity
to have input which you did.

I felt that this letter which was circulated to all of you and was also circulated to me did not really
cover the situation correctly at all. |

Now Councillor Petrie go ahead.

Councillor Petrie asking:

Madam Mayor, this question requires a different answer.
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Did you and Senior Staff ever agree to quote Mayor Betts, “That the three Councils preferred
transition option would be for all three Councils to retain their own rating systems of rates for the
first term of the new amalgamated Council”. Considering we have opposed any forced
amalgamation between the three Councils, is this true?

Mayor in response

No it is not true. Under no circumstance have we ever committed to a merger with those two
Councils. We certainly undertook some modelling together. I thought that that was fair and it was
something that was committed to before I became the Mayor.

There has never been an undertaking that we had a preferred option other than to stand alone and
the reason for that is very clear. I certainly would not have made an undertaking on behalf of my
community. Firstly, when I entered the mayoral role there was a pre-exsiting survey that already
said that our community was 84% against amalgamations. There is no way that we would have had
a preferred position that that’s what we were going to have, whether it was in transition or
otherwise.

Secondly, in all honesty if there was some conversation about tranistion I cannot imagine that the
Councils themselves would have been able to ask the State Government to freeze their rates for any
period of time so I do not know how that comment could be made at all.

Councillor Petrie asking:

My final question. Madam Mayor are you aware of Minister Toole’s statements as quoted in the
Daily Telegraph on the 21° May 20157

He is quoted as saying, “The accumulated budget of NSW Councils is $12 billion per annum.” He
then goes on to say that that “$12 billion dollars could build 24 major hospitals, a harbour tunnel or
5 airports a year”. ‘

Does this say that Minister Toole 1s suggesting that all Councils should be abolished? The only way
he is going to get $12 billion every year to build 24 hospitals, a harbour tunnel or 5 airports is to
abolish all Councils.

My question to you 1s maybe you could ask for clarification to his statement? The statement, apart
from being absurd, is suggesting that he is abolishing all Councils.

Mayor in response

Can I say that ] am aware of that bit of material in the media. What he is actually proposing is that
the cost saving out of the mergers through the IT departments and otherwise would have a cost
saving of 15% through Councils.

But if you look at the City of Sydney who merged with South Sydney, they are still so many years
down the track, it is almost a decade or more. They have not got their IT divisions under control. So
I actually disagree with that statement completely. It is not backed up with any evidence.
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Councillor Cavanagh asking:

Last February 1 proposed a motion which was passed to fast track business development
applications. Would you please update the Councillors on the progress to fast track development
applications and if the process is now in place? Given the difficult trading times, especially in
Paddington, this was urgent then and it is even more urgent now.

Director Planning and Development in response:

Madam Mayor I will take that on notice. The answer is a more complex one than it might seem, 1
think it is better if I do take it on notice.

Councillor Marano asking:

Madam Mayor, to follow up on Councillor Petrie’s comments and tonight’s debate, will you be
writing to Mayor Sally Betts with the correct information regarding the potential rate rises?

Mayor in response:

[ received the letter quite late in the piece. I have asked the General Manager that we make a
response formally to her tomorrow. We will try and do that in the first part of the day.

What [ don’t want Councillors, given that we are dealing with preserving our Council, is for it to be
a slanging match between Mayors. I have never believed in that kind of approach under any
circumstances.

[ am getting the feeling from the Councillors that received the letter from Mayor Sally Bets that [
must respond to the letter. [ am very comfortable to respond. 1 feel that [ have answered a lot of the
questions directly relating to the letter this evening. I am very happy to make a formal response to
Mayor Sally Betts by midday tomorrow.

Councillor Petrie further responding:

Can I just follow on from Councillor Marano’s question to you. Can I suggest that the questions for
the next meeting relating to this issue and responses from you Madam Mayor which will become
part of the minutes of this meeting be sent to the Mayor of Waverley and also the Mayor of
Randwick?

You made replies Madam Mayor which are very important to the way that this Council feels. Can I
reiterate that rather than send a lefter to Mayor Betts, that the minutes of this meeting and your
responses should be sent to the Mayor of Waverley and Randwick?

Mayor further responding:

Yes 1 think that we will do that. If you don’t mind I will include the General Manager’s input as
well as he attended the meetings with me. T have not had any private meetings. The meetings |
attended were also attended either by the General Manager or the Director Corporate Services.

I do give an undertaking that we will have a letter out to Mayor Sally Betts by midday tomorrow.
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Councillor O’Regan asking:

Can you please advise as to the status of the use of the Lough Playing Fields. I understand that there
have been a number of complaints lodged, particularly about the soccer being played there on a
Sunday. What (if any) issues have been raised?

Has the Council taken any action or is it intending to change the access or use of those fields? If
there is any proposed change to the current use, will that actually involve some community
consultation?

Director Technical Services in response:

Madam Mayor, firstly I will refer the Councillors to an email sent by Paul Fraser, Council’s
Manager, Open Space and Trees which was sent to all Councillors this afternoon relating to this
1ssue.

The upshot is there is a group called the Goal Sport Academy. This group has been using the Lough
Playing Fields during summer and winter, with a fairly high degree of intensity.

Yes, there were some complaints from the local community about that intensity of use.

As a consequence staff from Council went and had a look at the site on a Sunday. They spoke to the
Academy about their usage of the fields. It was agreed after those discussions by Council staff and
members of the Academy that a way forward would be for the summertime activity to be
transferred to Lyne Park.

My understanding is that the Academy is very happy with this arrangement. Prior to this being
advised to the Academy and the parents, a lot of emails were forwarded to Councillors as there was
an understanding that something was going to be decided tonight. This was never the case. Hence
the volume of emails.

As of this afternoon our staff have been in contact with the Academy and an agreement has been
reached for the Academy to use the Lough Playing Fields in winter and move to the Lyne Park in
summer. I understand that both parties are very happy with this arrangement.

The complaints were about parking and intensification of use and noise, generally the sorts of
complaints that come with high intense sports field use.

[ hasten to add though that Council staff are not of the view that the goal soccer firm did anything
wrong. We have a great relationship with them and they are truly professional.

Final Commentary from the Mayor:

Before I close this evening there is one thing that [ have not said with regards to the
communications that our three Councils (Woollahra, Waverley and Randwick Councils) had when
we started doing the modelling.

I feel that I need to make this known. One would ask why our Council would be interested in going
into discussions with Randwick and Waverley regarding a three council merger when our
community was saying that they were opposed to merging?

Council Meeting of 25 May 2015 Page 1500
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We approached it in this way. To best represent the interests of our community we needed to be
open to options put to us to see if there were any benefits. We went with an open mind and if there
were any benefits then we would make those known to the community of Woollahra.

If the community felt that they wish to support those then we would support the community on that.

However through our communications and going to those meetings we found it very difiicult to
find any benefits for the community of Woollahra.

We found a level of cost shifting where the rates of Woollahra would in fact cross subsidise works
happening in other council areas. We didn’t think that was fair or equitable for our local residents.

This is why we originally entered into those discussions, negotiations and modelling, thinking that
there might be something in it. Instead of the Global City Model, we looked at this smaller model to
see if there was anything in it for Woollahra. It just didn’t shape up, it didn’t stack up for our
Woollahra ratepayers. In the end they are whom we are elected to serve.

Additional Note After Close of the Ordinary Council Meeting

After the meeting the Mayor advised that she had aiso met with Minister Toole on one occasion,

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 8.40 pm.

We certify that the pages numbered 1484 to 1501 inclusive are the Minutes of the Ordinary
Meeting of Woollahra Municipal Council held on 25 May 2015 and confirmed by Council at the
ordinary Meeting of Council on 22 June 2015 as correct.

General Manager Mayor

Council Meeting of 25 May 2015 Page 1501
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19 May 2015

Residents support Fit for the

Future fight

Woollahra residents have delivered their verdict on the subject of amalgamation,
expressing a clear preference that Woollahra Council remains stand-alone in an
independent telephone survey commissioned by the council.

The survey was conducted as part of the development of Woollahra Council’'s Fit
for the Future submission to the State Government, along with an online survey
on Council’s website which has so far returned very similar results.

An overwhelming 21% of residents that took part in the telephone survey
expressed that ‘local identity’ and ‘local representation’” was important to them,
and 81% said they support Woollahra Council standing alone. In addition, 80%
said that they supported Council’s opposition to forced amalgamation.

“Qur residents have told us very clearly that they want us to fight to retain
Woollahra’s independence and to resist any move towards the forced
amalgamation of our council and that is what we will do,” said Woollahra Mayor,
Councillor Toni Zeltzer,

“If Woollahra is forced to amalgamate our residents can expect to pay from $70
million to $170 million in additional rates over the next decade, with these
increases reflected directly by equally large rate decreases in Randwick. In return
for this huge increase in rates, Woollahra residents will receive greatly reduced
Councillor representation and no guarantee that the money raised in Woollahra
will be invested in their local area.”

“I have written to Randwick and Waverley Councils and made it clear Woollahra
has no interest in entering into an amalgamation with them, as proposed recently
by Randwick Council. Qur community has told us that they are strongly opposed
to amalgamation and | and my fellow Councillors voted unanimously to defend
Woollahra’s strong case for standing alone,” said the Mayor.

Woollahra Council has been asked to consider entering into a voluntary
amalgamation with neighbouring councils as part of the State Government’s Local
Government reform program, or justify how it will be more Fit for the Future by
standing alone.

Under the main model put forward by the State Government Woollahra Council
would become part of a ‘Global City’ along with the City of Sydney, Botany Bay,
Randwick and Waverley Councils. Such a mega council would have an estimated
population of more than half a million people. A merger between Woollahra,
Randwick and Waverley would result in a population of 270,000.

GNCS\CommunicationsiMedia\Media Releases\2015\May\FINAL Fit for the Future Survey MR.docx
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Council has been independently assessed as achieving all seven (7) of the
benchmarks set by the State Government as measures of council sustainability
and efficiency. Modelling indicates it would in fact be less efficient if it merged
with its neighbours.

“The Fit for the Future program promotes the idea that bigger councils are better,
and that size equals capacity, however we do not agree with that assessment,”
said Councillor Zeltzer.

“There is no research anywhere to support the ‘bigger is better’ argument, while
strong evidence does exist to debunk claims that size equals capacity and
efficiency. Across the Sydney metropolitan area it is the larger councils that have
the weaker report cards in financial sustainability when compared to the smaller,
well-run councils like Woollahra.”

“Our community is telling us that the Woollahra Municipality is already the right
size. This view is supported by the NSW Treasury and Council’s own evidence,
and we will be presenting a strong case for remaining independent,” said the
Mavyor.

The online survey on amalgamation is still open at Council’s website
(www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au) and Woollahra residents are urged to have their
say. Council's formal response to the State Government on Fit for the Future is
due by June 30.

Media contact: Terry Aylett, Senior Communications Officer, 9391 70567,

G:ACS\Communications\Media\Media Releases\2015\MayWFINAL Fit for the Future Survey MA.docx
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Letter to the Editor of the Wentworth Courier — 19 May 2015

Last week, via the media, Randwick Mayor, Councillor Ted Seng called for a merger
between his council, Woollahra and Waverley. Given that any such merger would result in
huge rate increases for Woollahra residents, and equally large rate decreases for Randwick
residents, our answer is no thank you.

Our residents have made it perfectly clear that their preference is for Woollahra to remain a
strong, stand-alone Councii, and as elected representatives of our community, my fellow
Councillors and I will continue to fight for our residents’ right to strong local representation.

One of the key factors behind Randwick’s support for amalgamation is the claim of large cost
savings, however the same savings that will benefit Randwick and Waverley residents would
come at a high cost for the people of Woollahra in the form of huge rate hikes.

Randwick’s own modelling shows that due to high land values in our area, Woollahra
ratepayers would face rate increases of between 22% and 53% if the proposed amalgamation
was to proceed. This equates to between $70 million and up to $170 million out of the
pockets of Woollahra ratepayers over the next 10 years, if Randwick and Waveriey rating
structures were applied. These increases will fund equivalent rate decreases for residents in
Randwick.

In return for this huge financial hit, Woollahra ratepayers would receive greatly reduced
Councillor representation and no guarantee that their rate increases will be reinvested in their
local area.

Woollahra Council supports sensible local government reform but this should not include
amalgamation because NSW Treasury has determined that we are financially strong, now and
in the future and that we meet all of the sustainability tests for standing alone.

Recently we commissioned a second, independent survey on the subject of amalgamation and
local residents made it very clear they strongly support Council remaining independent. An
overwhelming 91% of residents expressed that ‘local identity’ and ‘local representation’ was
of importance to them, and 81% said they support Woollahra Council standing alone.

I can see how a merger between Randwick and Waverley could work and we wish our
neighbours well, should they choose to take that path. However our community has delivered
us a strong message that they wish to remain independent. We have listened to that message
and we will fight any attempts to force change upon us, simply for the sake of change.

Councillor Toni Zeltzer
Mayor of Woollahra Municipal Council
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Notices of Motion

Item No: 1
From: Councillors Petrie, Wynne and Zeltzer
Date: 6 May 2015
File No: 900.G
(Petrie/Wynne)
Resolved:
A. THAT having regard to:
. Council’s strong financial sustainability rating by NSW Treasury Corporation,
. Consultants Grant Thornton’s financial conclusions of all mergers options involving

neighbouring Councils,

. the outcomes of the recent Community Survey where residents voiced their strong
opposition to any amalgamation and expressed strong support for Woollahra to remain
as a stand-alone Council,

. the likely significant increases in residential rates arising from a merger because of this
Council’s very high land values and,

. the loss of its locality identity which local residents attach to identifying with
“Woollahra Council”,

this Council continue to prepare its submission to the State Government as a stand-alone
Counecil, resisting all options involving amalgamations.

THAT the Mayor be requested to continue with any appropriate action to ensure the local
community is actively involved and fully informed of the Council’s position through local
workshops, public meetings, local press and other forms of electronic media.

THAT following Council’s final consideration of its formal response which 1s required to be
lodged with the Expert Panel appointed to assess Fit For the Future (FFF) prior to June 30
2015, Council’s FFF submission be placed on public exhibition and all efforts be made to
ensure there are adequate responses reflecting the community’s support or otherwise to the
Council’s submission.

THAT the Local State Member, The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP and the Federal Member, The
Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP be requested to indicate their support for Council and make
representations on Council’s behalf having regard to the matters identified in A above.

THAT Council authorise the funding required to implement any actions arising from this
motion.

THAT the Mayors of Waverley and Randwick Councils be advised of this Council’s
resolution to submit a standalone option to the Expert Panel assessing FFF proposals and they
be requested not to include Woollahra Council in any preferred option or alternate options
they are proposing which include this Council in an unsupported merger proposal.

Council Meeting of 11 May 2015 Page 1359
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Wentworth Courier 22.4.15

Thank you 1o the hundrads of residants and Dusinass reprassntativas whic have already
lodgad their viaws on local govemmiaat amalgarmations via our oniling sunvey. Wa have
gxtended the deadtling for ey submisstons until April 30, 20 thara iz stilf planty of tima
0 hava your say.

Profiminary feedback: from our telaphone and onling surveys thdicatas Srong comimunity
eppostion 1 tha amalgarmation of Woollabira Councll, Thara i significant suppon to remain
a stard-alons courecl, which s financially sustainabla into the futura s whic valuas
strongg fecal raprasantation and maintaining its local idantity,

if you hava not already shansed your views on looal counsil amalgamations pleass visit our
wabisits bafors the end of tha month - yweserw Solshia Doy gov sUhgveyouresy

Your faadiack will halp infarm ol subinission 1 the Stats Govamiment which wilk I
prasantsd &t the and of June, Your community, your futurs, Flesss w@ks a faw minutes to
have your say,
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LattéLife - Heartbeat of :fhef'léé:s:té.r.'h' Suburbs

Focllahra
Council rates
¢ could rise
between 22% and 53%
if the Council amalgam-
ates with its neighbours,
as a consequence of the
State Government’s Fit
for the Future Local
Government Reform
program.

Independent model-

ling indicates that mamny
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Woollahra ratepay-
ers face rate increases f
between §1,000 and |

§10,000 per annum if

an amalgamation with '

surrounding  Couneils
was to precede.

To have your say visit:

wwwwoollahra.nsw.
gov.au/lgreform,
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Woollahra Council has been asked to consider a voluntary ‘global city' amalgamation with the City of Sydney, Botany
Bay, Waverley and Randwick Councils. The ‘global city’ merger would result in a huge population increase, from
58,000 to 505,000 {and up to 670,000 by 2031].

The State Government's Fit for the Future local government reform program promotes the idea that bigger councils are
better, and that size equals capacity, however Woollahra Council does not agree with that assessment.

Council supports local government reform that strengthens our community and its future potential, but we believe this
can be achieved without amalgamation.

Council now wants to know how you feel about the State Government's merger proposals. We are seeking feedback
as we prepare our response to the Fit for the Fufure program, due by June 30. We want your input on this important
issue.

For further information, please visit: hitp://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/haveyoursay/what you need to know

1. In which suburb do you live?

O Believue Hill O Paddingtan O Watsons Bay
O Darling Point O Peint Piper O Woollahra
O Double Bay O Rose Bay

O Edgecliff O Vaucluse

Other (piease specify)

The NSW State Government is reviewing the Local Government system and is encouraging local councils to consider
amalgamation options to form new, larger councils.

2. How aware are you of this plan?

O [ have heard of it but know nething aboeut it

O I have never heard of it

Fit for the Future is the name given to the review of Local Government being carried out by the NSW State
Government, in an effort to reduce the number of councils in NSW, and to make local government sustainable,
efficient and effective for future generations.

Page 1
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The preferred proposal from the State vernment is that Woollahra Council, with a population of 58,000 be
amalgamated with the City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Botany Bay Councils, to form a ‘Global City’ Council
for Sydney with a population of 505,000 {projected to be 670,000 by 2031).

3. Prior to taking part in this survey were you aware of this proposal?

An argument supporting the 'Global City' concept or {amalgamation} is that bigger councils are more financially
sustainable and generally have greater capacity to influence and respond to strategic policies of the State
Government. Access to State borrowing facilities and additional planning powers might also become available.

Arguments against amalgamation include evidence that smaller councils are as efficient and sustainable as larger
councils in delivering services to their community. Local councils focus on local pricrities. Smaller councils enjoy the
benefits of local connection and greater representation through ease of access to elected Councillors.

* 4, How supportive are you of Woollahra Council pursuing its independence as a
stand-alone Council?

O Completely supportive

O Supportive

O Somewhat supportive

O Not very supporiive

O Not at all supportive

* 5. How supportive are you of Woollahra Council merging with the four other Councils
(City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Botany Bay) to form a 'Global City' Council?

O Compietely supporiive

O Supportive

O Somewhal suppertive

O Not very suppaorlive

O Mot at all suppertive

Woollahra Council supports the vast majority of the reforms to the system of local government proposed by the State
Government which will assist it to remain financially sustainable and responsive to the community’s needs. However,
Woollahra Council opposes the Government's proposal for amalgamation with other councils primarily because of:

» Loss of local identity

» Previous community feedback opposing amalgamation

» Modelling that indicates rate increases for Woollahra of between 22% and 53%
* No demonstrated benefits or guaranteed service improvements

« Reduced local representation

Page 2
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O Somewhat important

O Not very important
O Not at all impertant

If the state government was to force Woollahra Council o amalgamate into a 'Global City', or with a combinaticn of
other councils, please rank the following options in order of preference with 1 being your moest preferred option and 4
being your least preferred option.

*7. If Woollahra Council was forced to amalgamate, please rank the following options
in order of preference:

Amalgamate with City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley, and Botany Bay to form the 'Global City' Council
Amalgamate with City of Sydney only

Amalgamate with Waverley Council only

T

Amalgamate with Waverley and Randwick Councils

8. Why did you choose that?

1

*9, How supportive are you of Woollahra Council opposing forced amalgamations by
the State Government?

O Compietely supporiive

O Supportive

O Somewhat supportive
O MNot very supportive

O Naf at all supportive

10. Why did you choose that?

|

Page 3
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11. Do you own or rent your property?
O Ifwe own this property

O Ifwe currensly rent this property

12. Which of these age groups do you fit into?

Thank you for taking the time {o share your feedback. Your survey responses will help Wocllahra Council prepare its final submission to the
State Government's Fit for the Future program, due by June 30,

Privacy notification: If you are completing the survey we will collect your name and email address. This information will only be used for
qualitative research purposes for the Fit for the Future submission. Access 1o this information is restricted to Woollahra Council officers and
other people authorised by Council.

*14. Name
| |
* 15, Email address

I |

16. Postal address - optional

E |

Page 4



What does amalgamation
mean for Woollahra's future?

_oss of local identity

Reduced local representation
Rate increases

> No guarantee of service benefits
> Strong community opposition

5o,

www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au




Have your say
before it is too late.

Despite continued community opposition to
amalgamation and our strong financial position as a
stable, stand-alone council, the State Government has
asked Woollahra Council to consider amalgamation

Mayor of Woollahra
Councillor Toni Zeltzer

Following recommendations made by an Independent
Local Government Review Panel to the State
Government, Woollahra Council has been asked to
consider a voluntary ‘global city’ amalgamation with the
City of Sydney, Botany Bay, Waverley and Randwick
Councils.

The ‘global city” merger would result in a huge population
increase, from 58,000 to 505,000 [and up to 670,000

by 2031]. The State Government's Fit for the Future
program promotes the idea that bigger councils

are better, and that increased size equals long-term
sustainability and improved service delivery.

The Government is offering a financial incentive to each
newly amalgamated council. This one-off payment is
minor compared to the long-term financial impacts of
amalgamation on Woollahra ratepayers.

The facts on amalgamation for Woollahra are:

e Through our previous survey we know that residents
strongly favour Woollahra remaining a stand-alone
council

e \Woollahra Council has been independently assessed
as being financially sustainable into the future

e There are no demonstrated benefits for Woollahra
residents and no guarantee of better service
provision through amalgamation

e There will be a marked reduction in the level of local
representation

e | ocal residential rates will rise significantly due to
higher land values in our area

For more information on the State Government’s

Fit for the Future Local Government Reform
Program, visit www. fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au

as part of its Local Government Reform program.

Woollahra Council’s opposition to amalgamation
is based on:

e Your community feedback

* Endorsement of our long-term financial sustainability
by NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp)

e Future modelling which indicates that there will be
significant rate rises for Woollahra residents under
amalgamation

¢ No substantive benefits for our ratepayers directly
attributable to amalgamation

In 2013, 84% of local residents surveyed, opposed an
amalgamation. There was an overwhelming preference
for Woollahra Council to remain independent, placing a
top priority on local representation.

The Local Government Review Panel itself has stated
that it accepts that: “there is no simple relationship
between council size and efficiency and hence no
guarantee that amalgamations will produce the benefits
sought, especially cost savings.” With the huge costs
associated with amalgamation, the unnecessary
disruption and no guarantee of efficiencies or cost
savings, Woollahra Council cannot support the
Government's view that bigger is better.

Your Councillors and | would like to know whether or not
your position on amalgamation has changed in the last two
years. Your feedback will help shape our Fit for the Future
submission to the State Government, due by 30 June 2015.

We have commissioned Micromex Research to conduct a
telephone survey of randomly selected residents in March
to seek local opinion.

This is an important issue for our community. | urge you to
spare a few minutes to have your say on Woollahra's future
by participating in a brief online survey via our website:
www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au

1 Final Report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review Panel,
October 2013, p.73.



STAND-ALONE COUNCIL

» Woollahra- stay as is

Population:
58,000

Woollahra Council’s long-term financial planning
assessment confirms our capacity to remain an
independent, stand-alone council.

Three NSW Treasury reviews of Woollahra Council’s
future economic sustainability have reinforced our
financial strength and positive outlook.

We support local government reform and improvements
which strengthen our community and its future.
Successful local government reform can be achieved
without amalgamation.

We oppose the amalgamation of Woollahra Council
because:

e There is no evidence that an amalgamation will
deliver benefits for Woollahra residents

* Modelling of existing rate structures of a Randwick,
Waverley, Woollahra amalgamation reveals
unacceptable inequities:

- Rate increases for Woollahra residents of
between 22% ($7m) and 53% ($17m) each
year would be likely given land value differences

- Up to 5,500 Woollahra ratepayers face an
annual rate increase of between $1,000 and
$10,000 p.a.

- Woollahra rate increases would fund rate
decreases in other council areas

e There is no existing evidence to support the notion
that larger councils are more efficient in delivering
local services

¢ Significant reduction in the number of Councillors
representing Woollahra

e There is strong community opposition to amalgamation.
In 2013 we asked Woollahra residents about
amalgamation. 81% of residents told us they
opposed a ‘global city’ amalgamation and 84%
supported Woollahra remaining a stand-alone
council where local connection and representation
IS a priority.
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» Global city - City of Sydney, Botany Bay, Randwick,
Waverley and Woollahra councils

PopUlation: i i m oh A ah A R o

505,000

The Fit for the Future Local Government reform

program is the State Government’s response to the
recommendations of the Independent Local Government
Review Panel. The State Government believes that our
current system of local government will not be able to
meet the needs of growing and changing communities.

Following a review of submissions from all councils by an
independent panel, the NSW Government will determine
which councils are Fit for the Future.

These councils will be given:

* Access to a State borrowing facility to help fund local
infrastructure

e More flexibility with procurement and simplified
reporting

* Access to a streamlined IPART process for setting
rates; and

e Eligibility for additional planning powers

» Randwick, Waverley + Woollahra
Population:

270,000

> Waverley + Woollahra

e 6 6 06 o o o
Population:

127,000

» City of Sydney + Woollahra

® © 6 6 6 6 06 6 06 6 0 0 o o o o o o
Population:

249,000

e

2015 approximate
population figures




What you need to know:

* Whilst we hope the State Government will not proceed
with forced amalgamations, we need your feedback
on the "global city’ proposal and on the other options
for amalgamation with neighbouring councils

* Qur position is that Woollahra Council has the strength
and capacity to remain a strong and sustainable
independent council

e The State Government is promoting the population
of council areas as the primary indicator of a council’s
capacity and capability

e \Woollahra Council has advocated for local government
reform that delivers improved services for local
communities — but we have not seen any evidence
that service improvements come as a direct result of
making councils bigger

e The State Government has offered a one-off financial
incentive for Woollahra Council to amalgamate with
its neighbouring councils

¢ \We do not consider financial incentives compensate
for the significant and on-going financial burden that
Woollahra ratepayers would face through amalgamation

What you can do:

Page53

e The State Government has set financial measures against

which councils will be assessed in determining whether
they are Fit for the Future

Woollahra Council's performance against these
measures is:

> Operating Performance Ratio \/Achieved 2018
> Own Source Revenue Ratio /Achieved now

> Building & Infrastructure /Achieved 2016

Asset Renewal Ratio
> Infrastructure Backlog Ratio / Achieved now
|/ Achieved now
/ Achieved now

> Real Operating Expenditure /Achieved now
per capita

> Asset Maintenance Ratio

> Debt Service Ratio

We achieve five of these seven benchmarks now [\/]
and will achieve the remaining two [¢] by June 2018,
two years ahead of the State Government’s target
date of June 2020

Woollahra Council is already Fit for the Future.

Please take action.

www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au
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Council surveys residents on

proposed amalgamation
options

Woollahra Council rates could rise between 22% and 53% if the Council
amalgamates with its neighbours, as a consequence of the State Government’s
Fit for the Future Local Government Reform program.

Independent modelling indicates that many Woollahra ratepayers face rate
increases between $1,000 and $10,000 per annum if an amalgamation with
Randwick and Waverley Councils was to precede, due to high land value
differences between the municipalities. Over 5,500 ratepayers would be affected
by increases of this magnitude, with no guarantee of improved services, or
additional services.

The State Government’s Local Government Reform Program is asking Woollahra
Council to consider entering into a voluntary amalgamation with neighbouring
councils.

That amalgamation could take the form of a ‘global city’ merger with the City of
Sydney, Botany Bay, Waverley and Randwick councils, or one of a number of
other amalgamation options with nearby Councils.

“The Fit for the Future program promotes the idea that bigger councils are better,
and that size equals capacity, however we do not agree with that assessment,”
said Woollahra Mayor, Councilior Toni Zeltzer.

“Council supports local government reform that strengthens our community and
assures it is financially sustainable well into the future, but in our case we believe
this can be achieved without the need to amalgamate.”

“Qur council already meets five (b} of the State Government’s seven (7) Fit for
the Future financial benchmarks and will achieve the remaining two (2}
benchmarks by 2018, two years ahead of the 2020 target date. This strongly
supports our case to remain independent,” said the Mayor.

“Woollahra Council has been independently assessed as financially sustainable on
three (3) occasions by NSW Treasury (TCorp). Additionally, there is no evidence
that amalgamation will deliver improved services or result in any demonstrated
benefits for our residents. Any amalgamation will reduce the level of local
representation and we know that local rates will rise substantially,” the Mayor
concluded.

G:\CS\Communications\Media\Media Releases\2015\Marchi150317 WMC Amalgamation Survey MRA.docx
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The Council has been in existence for 150 years and residents have made it clear
that local identity is extremely important to them. Woollahra has the
demonstrated capacity to remain a stand-alone council, This position has been
supported by residents, who have previously indicated their overwhelming
preference for Woollahra remaining independent in a 2013 survey.

Council again wants to know how its residents feel about the State Government
merger proposals. It is seeking feedback as it prepares its response to the Fit for
the Future program, due by June 30.

We will be writing to the community in relation to the amalgamation proposals,
and calling on people to share their views via an online survey.

A telephone survey of randomly selected residents will also be conducted on
Woollahra Council’s behalf this month {March) by Micromex Research.

To find cut more, or to have your say on amalgamation by completing the online
survey visit: www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au. Survey responses will be accepted
until April 7.

For more information about the State Government’s Fit for the Future Local
Government Reform Program visit: www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au.

Media contact: Terry Aylett, Senior Communications Officer, 9391 7057.

Gi\CSiCommunications\Media\Media Releases\20 151March\ 150317 WMC Amatgamation Survey MR.docx
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Notice of Motion

Item No: 1
From: Councillor Petrie
Date: 16 September 2014
File No: 900.G
(Petrie/Cavanagh)
11/17  A. THAT the Woollahra Council note the NSW State Government’s “Fit for Future” program

for Local Government and reaffirm the Council’s in principle support for reform of local
government generally.

THAT the Council continue to work with Sydney Metropolitan Mayors (SMM) and maintain
our support for the bulk of the other reforms of the Local Government Review Panel that
have the capacity to achieve broader community benefits and economies of scale without the
need for amalgamation.

THAT, having regard to the State Government’s apparent preference to merge Councils in
order to reduce the total number of metropolitan Councils without any regard to the
individual financial strength and sustainability of individual councils, that Woollahra Council
continues discussions on the “Fit for Future” program with all neighbouring councils,
including the City of Sydney, which should not be seen as a formal commitment for
amalgamation but as a fact finding endeavour.

THAT in view of the State Government’s recent response to reforming Local Government
and notwithstanding Council’s support for reform of Local Government generally, Woollahra
Council

(i)  acknowledge and support our residents’ desire to remain independent and reiterate
Council’s strong, in principle, position of opposing any merger/amal gamation proposal
that cannot demonstrate significant tangible benefits to our Woollahra residents and
ratepayers that are not achievable as a stand-alone Council.

(i) make residents aware this Council is financially sound and that NSW Treasury have
recently assessed the Council as financially sustainable and have determined our
financial outlook for the future as “Positive.”

(iii) note that further templates and assessment criteria is to be provided by the State
Government to assist the Council to make an appropriate response to the State
Government by the 30 June 2015 deadline.

(iv) authorise appropriate payments to the Sydney Metropolitan Mayors (SMM), of which
Council is a member, to fund activities and projects not inconsistent with the Council’s
current adopted position of no forced amalgamations.

(v) authorise the General Manager to make payments necessary in order for the Council to
appropriately prepare reports for the Council’s consideration.

THAT Council staff request from the Office of Local Government that the designated
Regional Relationship Manager for Woollahra Council attend Woollahra Council to provide a
comprehensive briefing to all Councillors on the “Fit for Future” program.

Council Meeting of 22 September 2014 Page 3541
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F.  THAT a formal independent review of the SGS Economics & Planning Eastern Sydney Local
Government Review Report dated February 2013 commissioned by Randwick City Council
be conducted, having reference to the quality of services and the outcomes for our
cormnmunity, to enable all Councillors to have a thorough, informed understanding of the
Report.

Adopted Unanimously

Item No: 2

From: Councillor Wynne and Councillor Thomas
Date: 17 September 2014

File No: %00.G

{Thomas/Q’Regan)

THAT a report be submitted to the appropriate Committee canvassing options and process for
introducing an Independent Hearing and Assessment Panel (‘IHAP’) to function either as a
recommending body to Council or as a body with complete delegations: the options to include the
possibility of a trial period for the recommending model before progressing to the delegation
model.

Adopted

Item No: 3

From; Councillor O’Regan
Date: 18 September 2014
File No: 900.G

(O’Regan/Zuiman)

THAT Council write to the NSW Attorney General requesting swift action to change the law to
make it illegal to place bill posters on poles and other surfaces and make venue operators and
promoters responsible for any breach of that law,

Adopted

Council Meeting of 22 September 2014 Page 3542
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

No fit here for a local council amalgamation

The NSW Government's Fif for the Future package for local government
referm is not a good fit for Woollahra residents and reads like a forced
move to bigger councils. Under the proposal alf Councils are reguired to
meet criteria; consistent with the Independent Loca! Government Review
Panel’s recommendations, which for Woollahra is e population of around
670 00C by 2031 Woollahra Council has a population of around 57,000
residents.

| do not support the view that bigger is better or smarter, and one size fits
all, The Fit for the Future package seems 1o offer no options for smalter,
efficient and sustainable councils like ours to continue to exist. The onty
voluntary aspact of the reform appears to ba choosing which neighbouring
councils to join,

A Woollahra Council community survey conducted in mid-2013 indicated
that more than 80% of residents opposed a 'global city’ merger and
supported Wooallahra retaining iis independence.

The Fit for the Future package suggests mere consultation with residents
on the issue, which we will carry ous, however | am confident that the
position of our canstituents wilt not have changed since our last survey and
most Councillors have already reinforcad that same position to me.

In the event of a forced merger with neighbouring councils, our residents
wouid see an increase in their rates of up to 22% because of high land
values, with no guarantee of the rates being spent locally and no guarantee
of increased service provision.

Woollahra Council has received a positive financial sustainabitity outlook
rating from NSW Treasury and we already partner with neighbouring
councils to share resources and projects that benefit our focal and broader
community.

To remave boundaries and dismantle councils that have demonstrated
fiscal responsibility, sustainability, innovation and community trust, in order
10 simply form larger councils would be a disappointing cutceme.

We supporl the malority of recommendations put forward in the
independent Local Government Review Panel's report that would achieve
strong, sustainable and etfective counciis, Initiatives like colfaborative
regional planning and uniform performance indicators are commendable.
However we cannot support 2 move to amalgamation when there is so
littie community support for it, nor any clear benefit for the residents whe
elected us.

Mayoral election

| have thoroughly enjoyed my Mayoral term and | will be nominating for
the position of Mayor tomorrow night at our Mayoral elections, The last

12 months have been busy and | am grateful to my Council colleagues
and staff for their support. | feel there is more to be done particulariy with
those initiatives | commenced and would like 1 complate. That is why

I hope to be re-elected. If { 2m not elected as Mayor | will continue to
serve as a committed, enthusiastic Councillor and 1 wish to thank all the
wonderful people | have met and worked with during the last 12 months. |
am 2lso exceedingly grateful to my husband and children for their patience
and love during a hectic schedule of diary appointments.

New Sunday Market a welcome addition to
a weekend in Woollahra

Come and enjoy some
delightfui fresh produce
and wonderful surprises
at the Woollahra Artisan
Marsket, held each Sunday
from B.30am to 2.30pm
at the car park next to
Zigalint's at 53 Moncur
Street, Woollahra,

The Market has a ‘
distinctively Franch feel and offers a great addition to your weekend plans.
For more information: hitp:/fwww.woollahraartisanmarkets.com

Draft Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities

Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors Policy

The Local Govemment Act requires Councit fo annually adopt a Policy concerning the payment

expenses and the provision of facllities to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors. Prior to ac

Policy, Councit must give public notice of the proposed policy and allow at least 28 days for the

submissians.

On 8 September 2014 Woollahra Council resolved to place on public exhibition a revised draft

of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Counciliors Policy for ¢

The draft Policy proposes only one chiange to the existing Policy, that being the provision of elet

equipment, such as an iPad, to the Councifors.

Submissions are invited on the revised draft Policy.

The proposed Policy can be viewed at Courcil's Customer Service Centre, Libraries, and on aur

wwwiwoclahra.nsw.gov.au.

Submissions should be forwarded to The General Manager, Woclizhra Muricipal Council, PO B

Doub!e Bay NSW 1380 and be received by Friday, 17 October 2014.

Draft Code of Meeting Practice

On B Septembsr 2014 the Council resolved 1o place on public exhibition a revised Code of Mee
Practice.

The revised Code contains &l the Lecat Government Act and Regulation requirernents refating
procedures and proposes a number of changes to Woollahra Council's Meeting Policies and Sat
Before Council can considsr adopting the new draft Code, it must invite public comment and cc
submissions received on the new draft Code.

The draft Code of Meeting Practice can be viewed at Council’s Custorner Service Centre, Librar
and on our web site; www.wocllahra.nsw.gov.au.

Submyissions are invited on the proposed Code and are to be forwarded to The General Manage
Woollahra Municipal Council, PO Box 61 Double Bay NSW 1360 by Tuesday, 28 Ociober 2014.

Proposed Closure and Sale of Road Reserve Port

Adjommg 48 Cranbrook Rd, Bellevue Hill

Councﬁ is considering the closure and sale of a portion of Cranbrook Road reserve to the ad;olm
property owner of 48 Cranbrook Road, Bellevue Hill,

A plan is available for viewing on Woollahra Council's web site {wwwiwoollahra.nsw.gov.aul ung
‘Have your Say’ section, which shows the subject portion of Cranbrook Read bound by a bords
hatched line infill. This rectangular shaped area has an estimated widlh of & metres and lenglh
metres. tis estimated to be some 100 square metres in size, subject to finat survey.

Any member of the public wishing to make a written submission to Councll with respect to the
road closure and sale should do so within 28 days of the public advertisement date, being

17 September 2014.

All submissions should be addressed to The General Manager, PO Box 61, Double Bay NSW 1
Further nformation can be cbtained from Counci’s Property Officer, Minnie Cai on 8391 7991,

New Development Applications and Applications to Modify Development Consents have been
the following sites:

; -New Development Applications’
DAD313/14 132 Glenmore Road PADDINGTON

Applicant: Sophie Selomon Design

Alterations and additions to existing terrace house including internal modfications; new wiork 1o
balcony with new bifofd door; new window & bifold door to east elevation; work to facade inch
coloured glass 1o existing window opening & render & paint; new steel palisade fence
DAD0363/14 33 The Crescent VALICLUSE

Applicant: S Witliams

Alterations & additions including first floor addition

DAD371/14 7 Walseley Crescent POINT PIPER

Applicant: Archer & Wright

Various alterations and additions to the dweling including a new garage

DAD372/14 17 Viltage High Road VAUCLUSE

Applicant: Brenchley Architects

Demolition of the existing dwellinghouse & the construction of a new dweliinghouse and swir
DA0373/14 374 & 376 - 382 New South Head Road DOUBLE BAY

Applicant: Fivex Commercial Property Group

Amending DA to DA 568/2013 1o change the wse of the approved plantroom to a studic apartn
including alterations and additions; the relocation of the plant room to a platform over 374 News
Head Road; re-establishing the blackwater system on the new platform

DAD374/14 1 Moore Street VAUCLUSE

Applicant; Mr B Still & Ms S A Frearson

Alterations including enlargement of basement, new roof fo garage & temrace, new windows &
facade, alterations to existing balcony & extension of second floor bathroomn

DA0378/14 10 Oswald Lane DARLING POINT
Applicant: Mr B R Wain

New concrete swimming pocl

DAG379/14 30 Dover Road ROSE BAY
Applicant: Miss H Rissman

Alterations and additions to an existing dweling-house

DA0381/14 16 Cambridge Street PADDINGTON

Applicant: Ms C L Africh

Newy attic bedroom, extension of rear kitchen & minor internal alisrations .

DAQ382/14 2/339-341 Edgeclitf Road WOOLLAHRA

Applicant; Mr G Filler

Partial enclosure of the existing first floor balcony and two rew ground floor doors

DA0383/14 68 Buller Street BELLEVUE HILL

Applicant: Phiip Aryton & Associates

Alterations and additions to existing semi-detached dwellinas includina first floor addition. off st
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Government’s merger plan no fit
for Woollahra residents

Woollahra Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer says the NSW Government’s Fit for the Future
package for local government reform is not a good fit for Woollahra residents and reads like a
forced move to bigger councils. Under the proposal all councils are required to meet criteria,
consistent with the Independent Local Government Review Panel’s recommendations, which
for an amalgamated Woollahra is a population of around 670, 000 by 2031. Woollahra
Council has a population of around 57,000 residents.

“I thought we had a commitment to no forced amalgamations, but it sounds like the
Government has taken on the Panel’s unsubstantiated view that bigger is better and one size
fits all,” the Mavyor of Woollahra, Councillor Toni Zeltzer said.

“The Fit for the Future package seems to offer no option for smaller, efficient and sustainable
councils like ours to continue to exist. The only voluntary aspect of the reform appears to be
choosing which neighbouring councils to join up with,” the Mayor said.

A Woollahra Council community survey conducted in mid-2013 indicated that more than
80% of residents opposed a ‘global city’ merger and supported Woollahra retaining its
independence.

“The Fit for the Future package suggests more consultation with residents on the issue,
which we will carry out, however | am confident that the position of our constituents will not
have changed since our last survey and most Councillors have already reinforced their
position to me,” the Mayor said.

“In the event of a forced merger with neighbouring councils, our residents would see an
increase in their rates of up to 22% because of high land value, which equates to
approximately $8M p.a. with no guarantee of the rates being spent locally and no guarantee
of increased service provision.

“Woollahra Council has received a positive financial sustainability outlook rating from NSW
Treasury and we already partner with neighbouring councils to share resources and projects
that benefit our local and broader community. We are already achieving economies of scale
without the need for an amalgamation.

“To remove boundaries and dismantle councils that have demonstrated fiscal responsibility,
sustainability, innovation and community trust, in order to simply form larger councils is a
disappointing cutcome.
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“We do not share the view that bigger is better or smarter — there is no evidence to support
this claim and many case studies elsewhere show the opposite. We see no material benefit
for the local community in the proposed mergers that can’t be achieved by Woollahra
operating as a stand-alone council.

"We support the majority of recommendations put forward in the Independent Local
Government Review Panel’s report that could lead to strong, sustainable and effective
councils. Initiatives like collaborative regional planning and uniform performance indicators
are commendable.

“Whilst we are a financially sustainable council, we cannot support a move to amalgamation
when there is so little community support for it, nor any clear benefit for the residents who
elected us,” the Mayor said.

Media contact:

Justine Henderson T: 2321 7141/0409 661708
Woollahra Council

www,woollahra.nsw.gov.au
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Mayoral Minute No: 2

Subject: Local Government Review Panel - Submission to Final Paper *
Revitalising Local Government’

Author: Cr Toni Zeltzer, Mayor of Woollahra

File No: 566.G

Reason for Report:  To table Council’s submission in response to the Local Government
Review Panel’s Final Paper — ‘Revitalising Local Government’

Motion moved by Councillor O’Regan
Seconded by Councillor Cavanagh

That the Council move into a Committee of the Whole.
Adopted
In Committee of the Whole

The Councillors extensively discussed the Mayoral Minute, Council’s submission and detailed
response to the Report’s 65 Recommendations.

Motion moved by Councillor Boskovitz
Seconded by Councillor Thomas

That the Committee of the Whole move back to the Council Meeting,.
Adopted

(Boskovitz/Thomas)

Resolved:

THAT Council:

A. Note the NSW State Government’s release of the Local Government Review Panel’s Final
Report - ‘Revitalising Local Government’ on 8 January 2014 with a deadline of 7 March 2014
for lodgement of written submissions.

B. Receive and note Council’s Submission to the Local Government Review Panel’s Final
Report as presented as Annexure 1 and our detailed response to the Report’s 65
Recommendations, presented as Annexure 2.

C. Having regard to,

1. the community’s strong support for Woollahra Municipal Council continuing as a
standalone Couneil,

ii.  the strong financial sustainability rating of the Council by NSW Treasury Corporation,

iii.  the significant increased rating impost on our residents as a consequence of a
merger/amalgamation, and

iv.  that there is no business case or evidence to support a “larger is better” philosophy
guaranteeing efficient Councils

Council Meeting of 24 March 2014 Page 871
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continue to pursue its independent existence,

D. Continue to support the State Government’s publicly stated position of No Forced
Amalgamation of Councils and request it reaffirms this policy beyond the March 2015 State
Elections.

E.  Support the following positive key recommendations from the Local Government Review
Panel’s Final Report:

i. Promote the establishment of a Metropolitan Council of Mayors.

ii.  Introduce new arrangements for collaborative, whole-of-government strategic planning
at a regional level.

fii. Amend the NSW State Constitution to strengthen recognition of elected local
government.

iv.  Adopt a uniform core set of performance indicators for councils, linked to Integrated
Planning & Reporting requirements, and ensure ongoing performance monitoring is
adequately resourced.

v.  Maintain the Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme for at least 5 years, with a focus on
councils facing the most severe infrastructure problems,

vi.  Factor the need for infrastructure backlogs into any future rate-pegging or local
government cost index.

vii. Encourage councils to make use of fees and charges and remove restrictions on fees for
statutory approvals and inspections, subject to monitoring and benchmarking by
IPART.

viii, Establish a state borrowing facility to encourage local government to make increased
use of debt where appropriate by reducing the level of interest rates paid by councils
and providing low-cost financial and treasury management advisory services.

ix. Commission [PART to undertake a further review of the rating system focussed on
options to reduce or remove excessive exemptions and concessions, and on more
equitable rating of apartments and multi-unit dwellings, including giving councils the
option of rating residential properties on capital improved value, with a view to raising
additional revenue where affordable.

X.  Either replace rate-pegging with a new system of ‘rate benchmarking’ or streamline
existing arrangements to remove unwarranted complexity, costs, and constraints to
sound financial management.

F.  Endorse the Sydney Metropolitan Mayors support of local government reform which will
increase the capacity of individual councils and strengthen collaborative relationships
between state and local government.

G. Note that the Review Panel’s preferred option for council mergers in the Sydney Metropolitan
Region presented in their Final Paper which includes the amalgamation of Woollahra Council
with Botany Bay, Randwick, Waverley and the Council of the City of Sydney is not
supported by Woollahra Council.

Introduction:

I have prepared this Mayoral Minute for two (2) reasons. The first is to enable the Council to lodge
its submission to the NSW State Government in response to the Local Government Review Panel’s
final paper in relation to reform of local government.

Council Meeting of 24 March 2014 Page 872
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The second reason is to inform our community of the Council’s current position with particular
reference to matters that may directly impact them and affect the Council if all the Review Panel’s
preferred options are adopted. I have incorporated extracts from our submission to highlight these
matters.

Woollahra Council has made three previous submissions in response to the Local Government
Review Panel’s earlier papers:

. Strengthening Your Community - Consultation Paper (June 2013)
. The Case for Sustainable Change - Discussion Paper (March 2013}
. Future Directions for Local Government - Options Paper (June 2013)

The Local Government Review Panel presented their final paper — Revitalising Local Government
to the NSW State Government on 25 October 2013, with the State Government in turn releasing the
report for public consultation on 8 January 2013. In doing so, the State Government has not
provided any response to the report’s recommendations but has stated that the Government wants to
get on with reform.

A copy of the Panel’s Final Report has previously been provided to Councillors and is available on
the Division of Local Government’s website at www.dlg.nsw.gov.au.

I now welcome this opportunity to provide feedback directly to the State Government on the
Panel’s recommendations which we hope will lead to constructive and positive reform of local
government aimed at increasing the capacity of individual councils and strengthening collaborative
relationships between state and local government.

The deadline for the lodgement of written submissions was initially set as 7 March 2014 but has
been extended to Friday 4 April 2014,

Council’s position on local government reform in NSW has remained consistent throughout the
period of the Local Government Review Panel’s work. Woollahra Council supports reform that
seeks to strengthen local government but it will not support a recommendation for amalgamation in
the absence of a clear business case or strong evidence that presents demonstrable benefits to the
Woollahra community that cannot otherwise be provided through us remaining a stand-alone
council.

Overview of the Panel’s Final Report
The Panel’s Final Report contains 65 recommendations across the following 12 key themes:

Fiscal Responsibility

Strengthening the Revenue Base

Meeting infrastructure needs

Improvement, Productivity and Accountability
Political Leadership and Good Governance
Advance Structural Reform

Regional Joint Organisations

Rural Councils and Community Boards

9.  Metropolitan Sydney, Hunter and Central Coast
10. Non-Metropolitan Regions

11. The Far West

12. State-Local Government Relation

el A bl e
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Annexure 2 to this report presents the Panel’s 65 recommendations along with Council’s response
to the recommendation where applicable. In this regard we have not provided comments in
response to recommendations that are not applicable. In preparing this submission, the General
Manager, Director Corporate Services and [ have been working closely with the Sydney
Metropolitan Mayors and SSROC and I have attended meetings with Local Government NSW to
assist them in framing their submission.

Executive Summary of Council’s Submission

Woollahra Council has presented a very clear and consistent message throughout the period of the
Local Government Reform Panel’s work. That message is that this Council supports reform, but it
cannot and will not support a proposal for the amalgamation of Woollahra Council in the absence
of clear evidence of benefits to the community that cannot be delivered under a sensible program of
reform. Merger and amalgamation is not considered an essential ingredient to meaningful reform.

Having restated that message, I can also say that the Panel is to be commended for the work they
have done, and that this final report does indeed contain many recommendations for sensible
reform that I am sure will lead to more sustainable councils and a much stronger local government
sector if those recommendations are implemented in a genuine spirit of cooperation between
councils and the NSW state government. Some of those recommendations for sensible reform are:

. Promote the establishment of a Metropolitan Council of Mayors.

. Introduce new arrangements for collaborative, whole-of-government strategic planning at a
regional level.

. Amend the NSW State Constitution to strengthen recognition of elected local government.

. Adopt a uniform core set of performance indicators for councils, linked to Integrated

Planning & Reporting requirements, and ensure ongoing performance monitoring is
adequately resourced.

. Maintain the Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme for at least 5 years, with a focus on
councils facing the most severe infrastructure problems.

. Factor the need for infrastructure backlogs into any future rate-pegging or local government
cost index.

. Encourage councils to make use of fees and charges and remove restrictions on fees for
statutory approvals and inspections, subject to monitoring and benchmarking by IPART.

. Establish a state borrowing facility to encourage local government to make increased use of
debt where appropriate by reducing the level of interest rates paid by councils and providing
low-cost financial and treasury management advisory services.

. Commission IPART to undertake a further review of the rating system focussed on options to
reduce or remove excessive exemptions and concessions, and on more equitable rating of
apartments and multi-unit dwellings, including giving councils the option of rating residential
properties on capital improved value, with a view to raising additional revenue where
affordable.

. Either replace rate-pegging with a new system of ‘rate benchmarking’ or streamline existing
arrangements to remove unwarranted complexity, costs, and constraints to sound financial
management.

Council Meeting of 24 March 2014 Page 874
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However, it is extremely disappointing that the Panel have chosen to ignore the views of this
Council and our community in relation to maintaining our independence as a council and stick to
their preferred position for the widespread amalgamation of councils, and in particular, significant
amalgamations in the Sydney metropolitan area. Those recommendations include the proposed
amalgamation of Woollahra Council with the City of Sydney, Botany Bay, Randwick and
Waverley Councils. No business cases have been presented to support this. Financial sustainability
and community representation has been diminished for local government generally in importance in
return for an undefined and untested concept of strategic capacity. The Panel, in fact, agrees there
is no guarantee of cost savings in any such merger.

As we have outlined in previous submissions to the Panel, and as we are now highlighting directly
to the NSW State Government in this latest submission, there is no evidence whatsoever that
demonstrates any benefits to our community under the amalgamation proposal.

Our submission presents evidence that ratepayers in this community will indeed be disadvantaged
under the proposed amalgamation due to the disproportionately high land values that exist in this
part of Sydney’s eastern suburbs. The consequential negative impact those comparatively high land
values have on Woollahra ratepayers under a merged rating base between Woollahra, Waverley and
Randwick Council are significant and cannot be ignored in the amalgamation debate.

Modelling undertaken of the combined rating bases of Woollahra, Waverley and Randwick
Councils demonstrates that under existing rating legislation, Woollahra residents would face rate
increases in the order of 22% with the revenue used to subsidise service provision in Waverley and
Randwick and to fund a decrease in rates for ratepayers in Randwick. We would not expect the
adverse impact on Woollahra ratepayers to improve if the rating bases of the City of Sydney and
Botany Bay Council were added to the mix. The reason for this is the disproportionately high land
values within this municipality compared to our neighbouring councils.

Rating legislation does not permit increases of this proportion to be quarantined to the area in which
they are raised. Inevitably, funds will be expended in areas of greatest need within a merged area.
Given this Council’s already “positive” rating by TCorp it is not unreasonable to assume our
ratepayers will incur substantial rate increases but gain no benefit from these increases because the
funds are likely to cross subsidise services in other areas.

Evidence provided in our previous submissions to the Panel which supported Council’s ‘Case to
Remain’ a stand-alone council included the results of an independently conducted and statistically
valid random survey of residents by Micromex Research in June/July 2013. The survey concluded
as follows:

. 84% of respondents attributed a positive rating to the importance of Woollahra retaining its
independence and continuing to have a local connection and representation.

. 81% of respondents support Woollahra Council in opposing the ‘Global City’ amalgamation
proposal.

. 75% of respondents are either not very supportive or not at all supportive of Woollahra
Council being amalgamated into a ‘Global City’ Council in the absence of a business case
that clearly demonstrates benefits for Woollahra residents.

o In removing the ‘fence-sitters’ (those somewhat supportive) the data shows that the
community is 4.7:1 against amalgamation.

Council Meeting of 24 March 2014 Page 875



Page66
Woollahra Municipal Council Council Meeting Minutes

It was also striking in the results from this survey that when presented with a range of ‘forced’
amalgamation options, more than one third of respondents opted to continue to oppose any
amalgamation — albeit forced amalgamation. Further, only 28% would have supported an
amalgamation with Waverley, only 22% would support amalgamation with Waverley, Randwick
and Botany Bay, and 10% would support amalgamation with just Sydney City. The least popular
response was only 5% supporting the Global City concept.

The Eastern Suburbs of Sydney is not an area that warrants state government intervention.

Councils in this region are sustainable and through sensible strategic and financial planning,
supported by the proposed reforms that look to strengthen the revenue base for councils, councils in
our region will continue to improve.

Woollahra Council has already presented TCorp with an updated long term financial plan that sees
us move from our ‘moderate’ and ‘neutral’ rating to ‘sound’ and ‘positive’. As such, we will
continue to advocate for our independence as a council and strive to fully implement the strategies
articulated in our Community Strategic Plan which our revised long term financial plan clearly
demonstrates we are more than capable of achieving.

The Panel’s ‘idea’ for a Global City Council is an untried and untested concept that is not supported
in any way whatsoever by a sound and rigorous business case. [t is simply that —an idea —
promoted by the Panel as a vehicle that purports to improve the “strategic capacity’ of local
government to work more collaboratively with the state government, particularly on matters of
regional significance and strategic planning. However, there is no guarantee that the Panel’s vision
in this regard will be achieved.

Local Government boundaries in the eastern suburbs of Sydney are clearly not a determining factor
for Sydney’s recognition as a ‘truly global city’ — Sydney already is a truly global city - based on
the following general characteristics which do not include geographical boundaries:

. Home to major stock exchanges and indexes
. Influential in international political affairs

. Home to world-renowned cultural institutions
Service a major media hub

. Large mass transit networks

. Home to a large international airport

. Having a prominent skyline

. World class hospitals and universities exist.

Similarly, the provision of local services to local communities is not a characteristic of a global
city. The provision of local services to local communities is the key functional role of local
government. This is what keeps the ‘local’ in local government.

There are significant consequences of our merger into an Eastern Suburbs Council which cannot
and will not be ignored by Woollahra Council in the amalgamation debate. Huge increases in
council rates, the subsidisation of services across Woollahra’s borders, and the provision of rate
cuts for our neighbouring ratepayers is a most disturbing proposition for our residents and
ratepayers. This council will not be complicit in allowing that to happen. We will not compromise
our identity, our service standards to our community, nor our independent financial sustainability
for the benefit of our neighbouring councils.

Endorsement of the Council’s Submission to the NSW State Government is strongly recommended.
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C!m Ze!!zer

Mayor

Annexures:

Annexure 1: Woollahra Council Submission to the Final report of the NSW LGRP
“Revitalising Local Government” — March 2014

Annexure 2: Woollahra Comments, Comments in response to the ILGRP Final Report
Recommendations.
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Sydney Metropolitan
Mayors

Media Release 24 January 2014

Sydney Metropolitan Mayors Support No Forced Amalgamations

The Association of Sydney Metropolitan Mayors (SMM) has considered the final report of the
independent Local Government Review Panel - Revitalising Local Government.

Chairman of the SMM and Mayor of the City of Canterbury, Brian Robson, said “the SMM
strongly supports the NSW Government’s position of no forced amalgamations and urges the
Government to continue the reform process to strengthen and support our sector, We
welcome the opportunity to work closely with the State Government to build a strong local
government sector that is better able to deliver a stronger and more prosperous NSW.”

In specific response to the Final Report, the SMM notes the following positive reform proposals:-

1. Improvements to local government representation, coordination and collaboration
between the State and Local Government -
a. Support the Metropolitan Council of Mayors;
b Establish a State-local Partnership Committee for Sydney and Parramatta;
c.  Amend the NSW State Constitution to recognise Local Government
d Improve representation of Local Government inside the NSW Government

2.  Opportunities to strengthen the revenue base of councils -
a. Replacement of rate-pegging {which has led to foregone revenue) by either:
i. Rate-benchmarking (set by IPART)
ii. Streamlined rate-pegging (increased flexibility for rises)
iii, Earned Exemptions for Councils with high financial performance
b.  Establish a State-borrowing facility to enable Councils to borrow funds at the
same rate as the NSW Government - saving approximately 2%
¢.  Commission IPART to undertake a review of the rating system, focussing on:
i.  Reducing / removing exemptions for Council rates
i,  Introducing a more equitable rate for apartments
d. Recommendations to improve the financial management of Councils

3.  Opportunities to expand the responsibilities of Councils and to enable better resourced
Councils to take on greater responsibilities, where these can be accompanied by a secure
revenue stream. Examples are full partnership responsibilities in sub-regional transport
strategies, cycleways and major infrastructure projects,

4. Improvements to Council governance including clarification of the roles of mayors,
councitlors and generat managers. Support for popularly elected mayors and minimum
terms of two years for those who are council-elected.

Members of the Sydney Metropolitan Mayors are of the view that if the NSW Government
commits to these positive reforms, widespread amalgamations of councils in SNW may not be
necessary and councils will be well placed to deliver a stronger and more prosperous NSW, in
partnership with the State Government.
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The Sydney Metropolitan Mayors comprise twenty two of the thirty eight Councils in the Sydney
Metropolitan area and represent more than two million residents. The creation of this group is a
recommendation of the Panel’s report - a recommendation which had been immediately acted
upon in early 2013 by Sydney Metropolitan Councils as a means to provide a voice for our region.
We look forward to working collaboratively with the State and Federal Governments in high

level consultations to represent both local government and our local communities, as outlined
in the report,
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Last weekend Gr Greg Levenston and | joined other dignitaries

in attending a moving commemozation ceremony at Coogee 1o
remember the victims of the Bali hombing. It was an honour to
hear from survivors and family members and fondly remember
those who died in the 2002 terror atiack.

| had the great pleasure of opening the Swiss Deli by the Bay

last Thursday night along with the Member for Wentworih, the
Han. Maicoim Turnbull MP. The Deli makes a great addition to

the Lyne Park area and | am sure it wili be popular amongst fermy
commuters, locals and visitors to the area. | wish the owners and
staff ail the best with their new business venture.

Congratuiations to all the Royal Australian Navy personnel involved
in planning the successiul International Fleet Review on Sydney
Harbour. The fireworks were spectacular. It was wonderful to see
so many peopie out enjoying the great weather and a wonderful
celebration to mark the centenary of the first entry of the RAN'S
fleet into Sydney.

| icined Deputy Mayor Kaiherine O'Regan, Councitiors Anthony
Marano, Peter Cavanagh, Anthony Boskovitz at the annual NSW
Local Government Conference in Sydney a few weeks ago to hear
from Counciliors across the state on issues in their local areas and
bigger picture issues including potential amalgamations and the
nead to seek community input.on local government reform. |t was
a very interesting few days.

Help shape your neighbourhood.

Our Draft WLEP 2013 7s on public exhibition and we want your
comments.

Our current Woollahra LEP 1995 is over 15 years old and will be
replaced by Woollahra LEP 2013.

The new LEP will apply to ali land in the Woallahra Local
Government Area. :

Preparing this new LEP gives us the opportunity to fine-tune
existing planning controls to. ensure that future developrnerit is
sustainable, well-designed and meets community expeactations
regarding the character of our neighbourhoods.

| encourage you to make a submission and have your say during
the public exhibition periad, which ends on 13 November 2013.
“You can make your submission online via our website htip:ffwaww.

* wooliahra.nisw.gov.aufyourplan/have_your_say.

We will be halding drop-in sessians outside of normal business
hours where you can come and meet with a planner and ask
questions about Draft WLEP 2013, The next sassion will be held
in our Customer Service Cenirg at 536 New South Head Road
Double Bay on Tuesday 22 October, from 4.30pm to 7pm.

ye __® T .
Don't miss Sydney's biggest street festival
The Double Bay Street Fastival is back again. Mark your calandar
for Sunday Novemnber 3. C

Come along and enjoy live entertainment, foad and wine tasting,
rides, classic cars, police and fire services displays and more than
200 stalls. All day fun for the whole famnily. Event parking available
at Steyne Park.

NSW 1360

o B i VBN
Draft Woollaha Lecal Environmental Plan 20
Jraft meﬁa?eﬁﬁé)p guide the future deve

Government frea.

Draft WLEP 2613 has been prepared to update

quideiines.

?5'!1553 the Minister for Planning and tnfrastru

How does the new LEP affect me?

The zoning of your land will have 2 new nan

development controls have been fine tured

affects you

How do | view Draft WLEP 20137

Council office and fibraries: All the exhibitior

Bay} from 8.30am-4.30pm Monday {0 Fridat

Website: There is a dedicated website when

fact sheets help explain the new LEP and h

How can | have my say on Draft WLEP 2

All submissions must be in writing. The de

Website: Comglete the online submission

Write: Include the title ‘LEP submission’ ar

Emaii: yourplan@wooHahra.nsw.gov.au

1§ you have any questions during the public

9391 7000,

" Exhibition of the Draft Development C

Privacy notification: Please refer to the pi

Council has prepared a draft developrne:
Beltevue Hill (Lot 101, DP 827011} The
The Dreft DCP guides the design and lok
it seeks to address the amenity of edjoir
built form across the site, and well-cons
The Draft DTP will supplement and ope!
site, including Woollahra Local Environm
Details of the public exhibition for the D
Dates: Wednesday 9 October 2013
Location:  Wooilahra Councit Administ
536 New South Head Road
Monday to Friday, 8.00am i
Online: wiww.woollahra.nsw.gov.au
\Written submmissions on the Draft DCP :
Submyssions should be addressed to th
Double Bay NSW 1380 and received by
also be emaited to records@woollahra.r
For more information contact Council's

New Developrent Applications and A
lodged at the following sites:

DAD4R0/13 5 Forest Ro
Applicant: Ergo Archit

Demolition of the existing dwelling-hot
house, new fencing, landscaping and 1
aquipment room

DAR451/13 22 Wyuna |
Applicant: Mr M Sutts
Alterations & additions including new

DAD452/13 2 Wolseley
Applicant: Stening Ar

New plunge pool, privacy screens & li
dwvelling

DADAS3 3 3/805-823
_Applicant: Thai Mass-
Internal fitout for a new massage sho
DADAGA[13 25-27 New
Applicant: My Steppi

The conversion of two existing dwelli
additions

DAQ455/18 4 Roylstor
Applicant: Ezer Style
Alterations & additions to rear of terr.
DAD45E6/13 14 Holdsv
Applicant: Modify Hu
Altarations and additicns to the exist
garage

The above applications, plans and sp
Planning & Development Division be
for 15 days from 16 October 2013 v
application reference number.

Appiicétions to £

DAD211/12/2 5/14 Fair
Applicent: MsHJY

Chambers and Customer Service Centre: 536 New South

records@
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Mayoral Minute

Mayoral Minute No: 1

Subject: Local Government Review Panel - Submission to Future Directions
Paper

Author: Cr Andrew Petrie, Mayor of Woollahra

File No: 566.G

Reason for Report:  To table Council’s submission in response to the Local Government

Review Panel’s Future Directions for NSW Local Government — Twenty
Essential Steps consultation paper.

(Robertson/O’Regan)

Resolved:

THAT Council:

A.

Receive and note Council’s submission in response to the Local Government Review Panel’s
Future Directions for NSW Local Government — Twenty Essential Steps consultation paper
provided as Annexure 1.

Note that Council’s submission includes a self-assessment of Woollahra Council’s capacity
against the Local Government Review Panel’s Signposts and Elements of an Effective
System of Local Government’ as presented in the Panel’s previous consultation paper,
“Better, Stronger Local Government — The Case for Sustainable Change”.

Note that Woollahra Council passes each of the tests in the self-assessment and should not be
targeted as a problem council warranting any state government intervention - let alone
amalgamation into a global city.

Note the results of the recent community survey of Woollahra residents that indicates:

i, 81% of respondents support Council’s position of opposing the global city
amalgamation

ii.  84% of respondents attributed a positive rating to the importance of Woollahra retaining
its independence and continuing to have a local connection and representation

Continue to oppose the Local Government Review Panel’s proposal for the amalgamation of
Woollahra Council in the strongest possible terms on the basis that it does not have
community support or present evidence of any direct or indirect benefits to residents.

Write to the Premier, the Hon Barry O’Farrell, the Minister for Local Government, the Hon.
Don Page, and the Chair of the Local Government Review Panel, Prof Graham Sansom,
drawing their attention to the strong community opposition to the Review Panel’s proposal
for the amalgamation of Woollahra Council into a ‘global city.’

Council Meeting of 22 July 2013 Page 2348
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Council’s Submission:

At the Council meeting held on 27 May 2013, I tabled a Mayoral Minute in relation to the Local
Government Review Panel’s “Future Directions for NSW Local Government — Twenty Essential
Steps” paper. The purpose of that Minute was to outlined what I saw as being the structure of
Council’s submission in response to the Review Panel’s latest consultation paper, which as you are
well aware, proposed the amalgamation of Woollahra Council into a ‘global city’ council with the
City of Sydney, Waverley, Randwick and Botany Bay Councils, and potentially the Councils of
Leichhardt and Marrickville.

As my previous Mayoral Minute made very clear, this Council cannot and will not support the
‘global city’ idea because we haven’t seen or heard any benefits for our local residents from
amalgamation that could not otherwise be achieved through minor sensible reform and continuous
improvement. The ‘global city’ proposal is simply an idea - a philosophical position of the Panel
than is not supported by evidence of any benefits to the community.

This is the very strong position we have put forward to the Panel in the first section of our
submission.

Having stated that, there is much more to the Panel’s Future Directions paper than the proposed
widespread amalgamation of councils. Many of the other options for sensible reform discussed in
the paper do warrant support - or at the very least, further investigation. Some of these sensible
reform options are:

. Develop a standard set of sustainability benchmarks for councils
J Require all councils to appoint a qualified Chief Financial Officer

. Strengthen the guidelines for councils’ 4-year Delivery Programs

. Improve the rating system and streamline rate-pegging to enable councils to generate
essential additional revenue

. Progressively re-distribute grant funding to provide greater assistance to rural-remote

councils with limited rating potential

° Establish a State-wide Local Government Finance Agency to bring down interest costs and
assist councils make better use of borrowings

. Maintain the Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme (LIRS) for at least 5 years, with a focus
on councils facing the most severe problems

) Create a Strategic Projects Fund for roads and bridges to help reduce the infrastructure
backlog.

The second section of Council’s submission provides feedback to the Panel in response to all of
their Twenty Essential Steps.

The final section of the submission presents the case for Woollahra Council to continue to exist as a
high functioning and strong local government authority that is very well equipped and positioned to
provide efficient and effective services to its local community well into the future.  This “case to
remain’ is presented as an assessment of Woollahra Council’s capacity against the Local
Government Review Panel’s Signposts and Elements of an Effective System of Local Government’
as presented in the Panel’s previous consultation paper, “Betfter, Stronger Local Government — The
Case for Sustainable Change”.

Woollahra Council passes each of these tests and so should not be targeted as a problem council
warranting state government intervention, let alone amalgamation into a global city.

Council Meeting of 22 July 2013 Page 2349
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A copy of Council’s submission forwarded to the Local Government Review Panel on 28 June
2013 is provided as Annexure 1 to this Mayoral Minute,

[ have also provided as Annexure 2 a copy of a Message from the Mayor, delivered to all
households in the Woollahra Municipality, in which I outline Council’s reasons for rejecting the
‘global city’ idea.

Community Survey:

Of primary importance in all of this current debate about the future of Local Government in NSW
and the prospect of a ‘global city’ council for Sydney, is what is best for local communities and to
what degree do communities value local connection and representation.

To answer these questions, we have asked our community directly by way of a statistically valid
random survey of 400 residents conducted towards the end of June 2013 by specialist research
company Micromex Research - and the answer is very clear - Woollahra residents do not want
amalgamation.

Specific results from the survey include:

. 81% of respondents support Council’s position of opposing the global city amalgamation,
and;

. 84% of respondents attributed a positive rating to the importance of Woollahra retaining its
independence and continuing to have a local connection and representation.

. After adjusting for the ‘fence-sitters’, 75% of respondents were not very supportive / not at all
supportive of the global city amalgamation versus 16% who are supportive.

. This is a ratio of 4.7:1 against amalgamation.

The following statements are some of the direct feedback we received from the survey on the
question of amalgamation:

. Management of the LGA needs to be locally based so it best meets the needs of the community

. The areas proposed are far too big for Council to be able to manage effectively

. Some of these councils are economically strong and others are weak. As Woollahra is strong,
other Councils will rely on that economic base to support themselves

. Council is effectively run as is and increasing the size would only decrease the quality in
services and facilities

. Too big a Council will result in a loss of personal connection that I feel I have with
Woollahra Council

. Demographics and geography of these areas are vastly different and would not mesh well

. Global City Council would not have the specific interests of Woollahra residents in mind.

Even those who indicated some level of support for amalgamation expressed reservations about the
proposal. Direct feedback included the following statements:

) The connection between local residents and Council would be lost, but there could be cost
savings for the Council which could strengthen services

. I'don’t feel I have enough information for me to make a qualified decision, however, I feel
there would be an inequality in rates charged

. Amalgamation is needed to create a more economic efficient Council, but this geographical
area is too large

Council Meeting of 22 July 2013 Page 2350
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. J would need Lo see what the benefits are for local residents, pros and cons, efc. before
making an informed decision

. I need more information, such as when it would happen and the specific effects on the
community

) It depends on the costs for the community. If rates and prices of services go up, then I am not
supportive. If prices go down, then yes I am.

[ also know from the results of surveys conducted by Randwick and Botany Councils that residents
in those areas are also strongly opposed to amalgamations.

My position from the start of this debate on the future of local government has been to support the
State Government’s commitment of no forced amalgamations. I have also publicly stated that I
support reform but I cannot support a proposal for the amalgamation of Woollahra Council in the
absence of clear evidence of benefits to the community that cannot be delivered under a sensible
program of reform that sees us retain our independence.

1 stated in my previous Mayoral Minute that the lack of evidence in the Panel’s latest discussion
paper supporting their global city amalgamation proposal should make Woollahra residents quite
nervous. According to our recent survey — they are.

Annexures:

Annexure 1: Woollahra Council Submission — 28 June 2013
Annexure 2: Message from the Mayor — 13 June 2013

Council Meeting of 22 July 2013 Page 2351
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. Woollahra
Media release Municipal

Counci

18 July 2013

The no's have it.

Woollahra residents strongly
oppose amalgamation idea.

A recent telephone survey of Woollahra residents indicates strong opposition for
the idea being put forward by the Independent Local Government Review Panel to
amalgamate Woollahra Council with Botany Bay, City of Sydney, Randwick and
Waverley Councils, and potentially Marrickville and Leichhardt Councils.

81% of the 400 residents surveyed confirmed they are opposed to the Panel’s
recommendation to create a ‘Global City’ in a survey commissioned by Woollahra
Council and run by Micromex Research.

According to the Mayor of Woollahra, Councillor Andrew Petrie the survey results
have confirmed all the public feedback he has received since the idea was
announced,

“The vast majority of residents have made it clear that they oppose any kind of
amalgamation with neighbouring areas,” Councillor Petrie said.

Woollahra residents have strongly veiced their preference for independence and
rated local connection and representation as a top priority, with 84% of
respondents indicating that keeping Council ‘local” was important.

The following comments are an indication of the type of responses received:

“Management of the LGA needs to be locally based so it best meets the needs of
the community.”

“Too big a Council will result in a loss of personal connection that [ feel | have
with Woollahra Council.”

“Council is effectively run as is, and increasing the size would only decrease the
gquality in services and facilities.”

The Mayor said, “I think a lot of residents are rightfully concerned that a
population increase from around 55,000 residents up to 800,000 would threaten
the local connection and representation they need to ensure they get good
service, and which makes them feel part of a community.”

GACS\Communicaticns\Media\Media Releases\20134Julyl18 July 2013 Amalgamation Survey.docx 1
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“I believe there is overwhelming support within Council and within the community
to strive for improvement and to make sure local government reform is all about
the quality of service we are providing. There is no public confidence in an
amalgamation that has not been costed and does not bring with it significant local
benefits for residents,” the Mayor concluded.

The Independent Local Government Review Panel is due to report to the State
Government with its final recommendations before the end of the year.

Media contact: Justine Henderson T: 9381 7141

Majority oppose global city amalgamation

GACS\Communications\Mediat\Media Releases\20134Julyi18 July 2013 Amalgamation Survey.docx 2
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Woollahra Councit invites suital
of Mixed Food and Garden Org
options, subject to satisfactary
Documentis can be downloade

- "Council” ~ "Tenders and Pu
Council's Customer Service Are

Ali interested tenderers must o
tender number, by sending to r

Tenders must be placed in a se
Food and Garden Organics” an
Tender Box located in the foye;
Head Read, Double Bay berwe

Costs incurred in preparing ten
on the salection criteria detaile:
criteria of tender will not neces

Ali enquisies regarding the tenc

“Tender 13/05 - C

Woollahra Council invites suitat
O'Sultivan Road, Rose Bay Roa
A pre-tender meeting will be he
Proceedings of the meeting wil
this tender.

The works 1o be undertaken in
which can be downloaded at ¢
the Council tab, and then “Tent
Council’s Customer Service fArg

Altinterested tenderers must re
tender number for the relevant
tender mesting.

Tenders must be placed in a se
ciearly marked and lodged by 2
at the Customer Service Area c
open between the hours of 8:0

Costs incurred in preparing tent
on the selection criteria detailec
tender will not necessarily be a
directed to Mr Sam Sadalati on

New Development Applications
have been lodged at the followi

DADATT 12 1 Cascade 51
Applicant: Roth Archite
Alterations to facade to reinstat
including a change of use of the

DAD240/13 52 Caledonia
Applicant: Mr J A Norm
Restoration of front street facac
floor level

DADZA7/13 15 Bell Stree
Apphcant Mt P N Farre
Conversion of the existing base
fitout and minor alterations

DAD250/13 254 Glenmor
Applicant: Mrs J E Gous
Replace polycarbonate roof witt
fe-instate parapet urns & corbel

DA0251/13 5 Collins Ave
Applicant: Prescott Arcl
Alterations and additions to the
DAD252/13 31 Bellevue F
Applicant; Anthony Gill

Alterations and additions to the
new swimming pool, new fence

DA0253/13 554558 Old !
Applicant: CSA Architec
Demolition of existing buildings
incorporating commercial space
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Tel: 93917000 Fax: 9391
Weoiiahra Council Cham
‘536 New South Head Rd, Double
B www.woollahra.nsw.g

The formation of a ‘globat city' with up'to 800,000 residents would provide no local benefits for the residents and
ratepayers of Woollahra, and the possible costs involved have not been adequately explained. That is the view of
Woollahra Council in relation to a proposal from the Independent Local Government Review Panel, which has
-suggested that Woollahra, Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Botany Bay councils be amalgamated, with the
potential inclusion of Leichhardt and Marrickville to form a new ‘global city’.

Woollahra Council does not support the proposal. Council believes that bigger does not equal better and has
serious concerns about the idea, which threatens to take the ‘local’ out of local government.

Council wants to know your thoughts on the ‘global city' proposal and will soon be conducting a random teleghone survey Pkt
of residents. We will also be writing to all Woollahra residents detailing our oppasition to the proposat and encouraging
you to have your say before submissions close on Friday, 28 June.

Please email your submissions to: infe@localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au or comment online via the Have Your Say’
section of the Panel’'s website: www.lecalgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au ' g G

Written subrnissions can be mailed to:

- Independent-Local Government Review Panel—- - -
C/-Locked Bag 3015
Nowra NSW 2541

“Tuesday, 25 June
8am -~ 9:30am

To RSVP uis_it: L

For more information on focal events www.wool!ahra.nsw.gov.au

we \g\\o\\?r



_MESSAGE FROM THE Mavc
Out and ali_uut

t was very pleased to attend the Queen Street West Woollah
Assceiation annual dinner hosted at the Centennial Hoteton 4
4.1 was jained by Councitiors Luise Elsing and Kathersine O’'Re
At the dinner | commended the Association on the excellent ¢
they pfay in representing the needs of local fesidents,

On the 31st of May | attended the 71st anniversary‘memorial

service for the Accommodation Ship HMAS Kuttabul, Councill
Ted Bannett joined me for a very memorable tribute 1o those
lost their ives on board the ship for the sake of our cauntry,

No local benefits in proposed ‘global city merger
In‘the next week and a half | wilt be sending out a latter 1o all
residents which clearly outiines our 0pposition to the “global
city’ council merger being proposed by the Independent Local
Governrnent Panel. I the letter 1 will sxplain why.we are
"~-0pposing the mérgeridda and how You can have your say by
June 28, before the Panel makes its recom rmendations to the
State Government. Central to our congern is the fact that (oca|
représentation will be fost as a result of a merger where there i
- o clear public benefit and no analysis of how much it would ¢¢

If Woollahra Council was to merge with Sydney, Botany Bay,
Randwick, Waverlay, Leichhardt and Marrickville our lacal
population would increase from 57,000 to up to 800,000. Our
oppositior is shared with our naighbouring coungils. I addition
the letter | will be sending out to residents, we will be conductit
a phone pofl to gauge Your reaction to the idea,

In the meantime if you are interested in finding out more angd if
you want to have your say go to;
http:_/lwww.focalgova_rnmentreview.nsw.gov.au

Tackling boat starage in harbourside areas

Have your say an the best way to tackle beat storage issues in
Waallahra by 28 June 2013, The State Gavernment has release
a range of options for public comment in a report from the Boat
Trailer Working Group. The report can be viewed at: htipAnvww,
transport.nsw.gov.aulpub!icatiuns—reports/buat—haﬁer—working-
group-report

The options up for comment inciude giving council rangers the
Power to'impound boat traflers teft parked in the strest foriong
periods of time and allowing councils to directiy take action agair
urregistared trailers,

This Is not about penalising boat owners or preventing them from
parking-their boat trailers on their street. The objective is to strike
a balance between the right to legally park registered boat trailers
an residential streets for reasonable periods of time and improvin
parking access on congested roads with limited parking.

Please sand your camments to:

Office of Boating Safety and Maritime Affairs
Transport for NSW

PG Box K659

RAYMARKET NSW 1240

Qr emall: obsma@transport.nsw.gov.au

Local Writers' Ward Festival - Writing Competition
Entries are now apen for the Writing
Competition of Woollahra Council’s Local
LOCAL Writers' Word Festivai on 20 July. The svent
LUt eIl celebrates newand emerging focal writers.
LIS LW [t brings best-seling authors and industry
professionals together for a series of talks and
writing workshops and offers aspiring authors
the chance to showcass their waork. Prizes
of 8500 are an offer for the winners in the .
Fiction, Nor-Fiction and Poetry categories. Shorlisted writers will
alse have the Spportunity to discuss ard sall their work on the
day. Competition entry is $40, including festival ticket. General
admission is $35 or $30 for Woollahra Library Friends. Lunch
is included. Entries close Monday, 1 July. Entry is open to self~
pubiished writers or those published by a sma press fiving in
Woollahra or surrounding municipalitias, 4 strict fimit of 60,000
words apglies,

For full terms and conditions visit: www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/

libraryfevents. \AE C \a\ k))13
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: EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Code of Conduct Revielr Panel memhers for
. Randwick and Woollahra Coungils .

Waoalizhra and Randwick Councils atd inviting of Interest laf toa Cods
gm‘ Conduct Panal that poierially provides coda of condoct review senvices, as required, te thasa
ngils,

The ole o( tha condust revewor wilt be to axaes, invesligala and repor on uﬂegauons of bivachas
of the Local Gevemmnt Modal Coda of Condurt by Coyncitors or by the Ganaral Marager.
ApgTicants should have:
= An understanding of local govamment practices.
* Knowladge of invastigaties procnsses ncluding, but not Fimited to, proceduret fairmess

.- Jequirgmiemts and the raquitements of the Public Interest Oisclosuras Agt 1982,

andedua and equmnum 2N oF mare of the Iol mwvg {4, invastigations, publk:

ethics, or pute resolution,

A onduct Aeviewers wil ba reg-szcred on tha two Cmmu“l service grovidar panel and centracted by

inghvidusl councils en o case by case Hasis.

> ot ful.details of Expression of fiterest tequiremants please saa tha welsi1ag of tho membar
Councils: www.wo:

FLEW QOW.0u OF wwvaw fandhuick new.govau.

st is ] Ju}\rzula

:Pubhc Exhlbltlon Of Amended D af't Mckell Park
‘And Datling Point Reserve Plan Of Managerment

Follawing recent lagal sction Councll has amoaded the praviaus draft Plan of Management {Pald}
far MeKall Park and Darding Poin Hnsem in secordance with the Crown Lands Act 1385 ond the
Local Govarnmant Act 1853,

Counci, otits meating on 27 May 2013 resolvad to placa Lhe amended draft MoKed Park and
Darling Point Reserv2 Plan of Munagement on pubhie rxhibition for a period ef Aat less than 28 days
commencing 30 hMay 2013.

Cop'es of the Plan of Management can bo inspested at WeoBahsa Councl Chambers. {Cl.r:llnn"ar

DAOS’JEIOSIS ;‘g Haddle Stree! PABDINGTON
r G

lica
bF purh o Wark: new :.’rnblr n':-ck abova existing garage at rear with priva
scroen around perimetar; new Hmber staird 1o v:ourrynrd with gras:ba
13t fiqer rear extension & dock, tear car entry & switmming paol
DAa4de7/10/2 196 Flstcher Street WQGOLLAHRA
Applicant: Mr A B Hagon
faternal and external { fans Including alt i
permit car parking at the rear of tha site
A ns and additians incuding relocation of Kitchen and bathfoom, remaoval of lm:emaj vt
FArtions 1o opanings, naw front farce and naw tear lana roller door
DA0D199/1142 70 Salisbury Raad BELLEVUE HILL
Applicant: Greg Natale Dezign
Internal and extornal maodificotions
Damalition of &0 existng dwar’nmmu:w and anciilary structures and Lhe efactian of new
housa and swimming pact
DAQ44E/11/3 8T Ocean Ave;lua DOUBLE BAY

(]

to the rearfane rall

Alterations and additions o axisting 2 storey terdce 1o roar of
DAQT45/12/2 10 Cnslr: Blace DOUBLE BAY
eplicant: Nr P L
Alodificetion to location and siza of the appraved swimming peal, seawall, dwkr
and landscoping
Newr swimming pool, altarations 10 tha sed wail & landscaping
DABIS1112/3 a4 Vinnria'Road BELLEVUE HILL
Applicant: Mr T
in mml d’ extermal madu catfons ra ﬂ:c appfavtd carparkmy structure and unn:s
court ir changes to inir 7 Wi
Extensive demoitian of e axisting tennis r.nun and oxsaveynn 1o creata & new 12 vehicla | Fafking
a100 vith 3 ngw teania court shiova in the ssme focaticn and Laval
DA0163/12/2 522 Now Sumh H:atl Rnad DDUBLE BAY

Services Desk), the Coungll Library at Doubla Bay and on Councl's wabsita: ww
gav.au
‘You areinvitad 1o vaw the d and prenides 3 waitten Issh the omanded draft Plan.
Submissigns can ba forwardad ta the GenuraJ Managor, Woollzhra Munm:pd Counci,, PO 8ox 81,
Double Bay NSW 1350 or amaled 1o d Nsve. will ba a:cepted
up und 4pm, 12 July 2013,
For additional informatior: regording tho diaft Plns pleass contsct Paul Frased on (02} 3391 7442
Lease granted for 334 Edgecliff Road, Woollahra':
Pursuznt to Saction £7{1] of the Loeal Gavarnment Act 193], Woolahra Mumc:pal Coune
horety gives natice of it proposal to grant a lease of Lot 1 D 112912, otherwise knovn as 234
Edgedifi Road, \M:nllah!a. for thy' purpose of providing seniors and community services and hita
for community, recraetion and ptivata use Lo Holdaworth Steent Cemmunity Centre Woolabn
Incomarated for & term of fiva years, with an option 10 renew fof a furthe: five years on Lha terms
and condions set oul in the drait laaca.
The abava propesed lzasa ean be inspested at YWhollatva Municipst Councif offices located at 538
Hawr South Head Road, Doubla Bay from & Juna 2012 batwoan B.30am and 4.30zm, Manday to
Friday. or an th Council website wwiv.woolaha.naw.qov.au. -
Submissians in writing may ba mads o the l:mmnlm:crmng m. abavu progssal o grant a laase
within 28 days of tha dato,of publication of this notice.
Subemissiona may ba addrssed to The Generel Manager, Woolishia Municial Councl, PO Box
g;ll Doubde Bay NSW 136D, For enquities contact Kyl Waishg, D-r«:lnr—t.‘nmmmry Sarvicas on

Consents havo bean

How Ds A
kedged at tha following &

Neiw Development
8 Kings Aoad VAUCLUSE
o Me

DAN1GI2

Mrs
Altarations and additions
DAR203/33 12/54-52 New South Hzad Road VAUCLUSE
Applicant: Mr T d Carr
Foulpalh sealing w service adiscant Lot T1 which has a DA appraval for a cafe-dali with cu\dw
Baling

DAﬂZ‘lI‘la 161 Windser Street PADDINGTON

Agpplicant: Clive Lucas, Slnplutqn & Partners Pty Led

Addition of a sacand storoy el te tha exiating double garage at rear of property

DA0213/13 17 Russell Stroat VAUCLUSE

Applicant: Mr M C & Mrs J P Jenkinson

Comolition of existing shed and construction of 3 now studio

DAD214113 Shop B, 15-154 Cross Straat DOUSLE BAY [aka Bar Indlgo}
Applicant: Bar Indlgn Oparatisns.

Hew storeroom in cgurtyard

DAO215/13 37 Deean Street WOOLLAHAA

Applicant: -Mirs M Patersan

Charga of usa fram shop ta gatary at graund fisqr ievel and asgociated mternal alkerations.
DAG216/13 82 Lazcady Straet PADDINGTON

Applicant: Mr F Walsh

Newr attic spaca, addition of car spaco, alterations te rear of proporty including ew bathream,
Kitchen, laundcy & fving an;u, umwal nfeunsvnqmz

The abovs spplicatk avaitable for public i ion ot Counci's
Planning &Oavuiopmem Dmmn botweon the heurs of 8.00am ko 4.00pm Monday ta Friday far
1% d:bzs from 8 Jung 2013 unti 18 June 2013. On anquiry, please quota the appfication rafecenca
number,

Dalation n!(.‘and’t.’an G.Z.E ami the mracar{on of the fire hydrant boostoer systam

ian of norerequired fire ataf and of new axterngd steel stair, hydrant and
koostar vahves
DAG24471212
Apglizant;
Internal and nxfemnf rmodii ﬁm:.'nns
Alteratians & sdditions
UAUﬁI!IiZfZ 5 Sa!’sh\n‘i SLh'(e,ul WATSONS BAY

cant:

Dofeuun of cnnd:‘nnns cr C2{A} (B} & 17
Ahnmlums and addmms mcorpommq 3 e raar dock snd re-docation of stan

9 R.wurs Streut BELLEVUE HILL
A A Ange

plans are ava; ol at Council

Pimnlnu & Devalopmgnt Dm.aan Dbatweed tha heurs of 8.00am to 4.00pm l\‘ondw [ Fnday for
15 d;ys frem S Juna 2013 unti 18 June 2012, On anquiry, plaase quots the zpplication rofarendi
fAumber,
Any parson who contends that tha enjoyment of their land will bo datimentally affected if the

prepozed davolapmant is. carried out may vbject in writing to Council, Couneil wilt Aot daterming
mn apphication. unﬂ oxpirytion of the pubkic inspection periad and will considas any objacums
submitted. PRIVACY NOﬂFICAﬁON Below.

Notlce of Development | Consent
. I1ssued hy Council .

Dewlupmenl censont has ‘wm grantad for tha Tollowing spplicali

DABD44f13 8 Fullerton Street WDOLEAHRA

Aactifcation works to the main building facade & car paric pm:mg of part of the bylidng

DACM4BN3 ‘1B Arthur Straet BELLEVUE H -

Altortions and additiens including nave dacking to lhu (nf demolition of ¢irport and construction

of a new garage and antry, fenting and landscaping :

DAQ0SZ/13 324 Bollevue Read BELLEVUE HILL

Adtarations and additions to the axtsunp tenelfing inchuding new garago at tha front, new anclased

dwimming peet, isndzeapig and si

DAGRED/13 42 Glendon Rnad DOUBLE BAY E

Altarations and sdditions to the Double Bay Bovling Cluts including changes to the bar, commitize -+

raem and nenw disabled access ramp

DADRES/ 13 219 Gladswood Gardens DO

Alterations 10 Unit 2 includitg imtomat reconfiguratian

tha fenegtration

DAOGE8/ 13 24 March Straet BELLEVIUE HILL

Substantiat attarations and additions incliding 3 two storey addition, now doubla garaga. attic

£pace, todornal tesraces snd landscaping

DAD12E/13 12 Wallis Steoet WOOLLAHRA

Aterations and addiions inchuding mwlaund:y and bathroam an tha ground floor, new baluwadns.

ngw antry gate and news planter oxe: .

DA0148/23 47 Wenmortit Rosd VAUCLUSE

Alterations and addikg

Tha abovo consents am mdabln for public ingpestien at Councl's Planning & Developmont Divisen -

batwoen 82m and 4pm Monday ta Fridary.

Tha vaﬁcFry of g consent shall nat ba i gat d

Emmatonment Court by any porson w.rmn mrco Tronths of the & d.utu ul :h:s

adwnsemnn!.

PRIVACY NO[IFIGQTION Tha mpp;uf parsonal infamuation i vohuniary. H personal infamation |2 not
prowids! 3ing-with 8 submizsien. Submasions, sun’\mum of subnmnm

am‘lkx names lnd kkesses of people making submaxsions may b incuded in pubicly aviisblo m;

Council of Commitiaa Meatinga. Pleass nota that, i mﬁam "with section wmm ol tho Prmgand

Parsonal Information Pretection Act 185 INFWL you are advisad that ol submiscions recsived

in relaticn to amp malier wil bephmd on tha npunpm 1 Coum:-l 1ia and rrayy be disceand 1 Cmmoﬂurs.

Cauncil Cficars, consuhants 1o Covnell of members of (ha put

Purauanl s tha GMmmant rn!mmatm rPuhScAa:cu) Aq 20!}5 NS d\u Counel may bo abSged o
Akt i g 4y ou may mal

GARY LA COUNCIL CHAMBERS

GENERAL MANAGER DOUBLE BAY NSW 202

. 5 Jung 201

BAY :
upgrades and changas to balustrades and
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Woollahra Council holds free Immunisation !
for four years against diseases such as Dipt
Mumps and Rubella, Hepatilis 8, HIB (Haen
Preumococea;, Rotavitus and Varicetia {Chic
this free service.

These clinics are held at the Double Bay Ea
on the first Wednesday of every month. No
The next clinic is to be held on Wednasday
that parents and carers bring along the chilk
Parents are remninded that should an outbre
children may be excluded from their kinders
For further information please contact Woo

Monday 3 June Development €
Comporate & W
Tuesday 4 June Application Ass
Wednesday & June DCC Site inspe
Monday 10 June Public Holiday

Tuesday 11 June Application Ast
Urban Planning
Community &

Council Meetir
Monday 17 June Development !
Corporate &W
Tuesday 18 June Application As
Wednesday 19 Juna DCC Site Insp
fonday 24 June Urban Plannint
Cammunity &
Council Meeti

Tuesday 25 June Application As

" Public Exhibition
and Draft Deliver
- . Operatig

Council is seeking your feedback on its re
community, our place, our plan and Draft
7073/14 which are now on public exhibiti
Revised Woollahra 2025

Originally prepared in 20089/10, Woollahra
term community strategic plan for the W
vision for our area for Council and the co
this vision. Qur revised edition largely re
Woollahra 2025, however contains some
Community Capacity Survey Council con
Plan, and feedback from the 2012°Comm
Delivery Program & Operational Plan
Councit is required to adopt a new foury
year's Locai Government Blection. Our
respense to the goals and strategies ide
Supporting the Delivery Program is the
actions, programs and projects Council £
includes details of Council's Dratt Budge
and Draft Schedule of Fees and Charges
to changing community needs and expe
Delivery Program and Operational Plan i
The decuments are now on public exhit
Cantre, library branches and on our wek
public notices’ section unti Wednesday
Council welcomes your comment and fi
General Manager, Wocllahra Municipal ¢
by fax to: 9391 7044
emailed to: feedback@v
Submissions in relation to our revised V
and Operational Plan 2013/14 should be
12 June 2013.

Note: Submissions, summaries of submissions
he includad in publicly available reperts to Cour
with section 18{1)b) of the Privacy and Person
submissions received by Counsil in reiation (o
Plan 2013/14 will be placed on the appropriate
consultants to Cauncil or members of the publ
Access) Act 2009 Council is obliged to allow in
However, should you wish for yaur contact de
Council's website, please indicate such in yous

New Development Applications and A
lodged at the following sites:

DAQ200/13 7 & 9 Davies Av
Applicant: Mr W Pantzer

Alterations and additions including nes
DAD201/13 62 Edgaecliff Roz
Applicant: Empire Place In
Changs of use to administration assot
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Mayoral Minute

Mayoral Minute No: 2

Subject: Local Government Review Panel - future directions for nsw local
government

Author: Councillor Andrew Petrie, Mayor of Woollahra

File No: 566.G

Reason for Report:  To present to the Council what I see as the structure of Council’s

submission in response to the Local Government Review Panel’s Future
Directions Paper and to outline steps I intend to take during this
consultation period to inform our community of the strengths of this
Council as a sustainable and responsive organisation.

(Boskovitz/Robertson)

Resolved:

A.  That Council endorse the position put forward in this Mayoral Minute relating to the latest
Independent Local Government Review Panel report and draft recommendations.

B.  That the Mayoral Minute forms the basis of Council’s submission to the Independent Local
Government Review Panel due at the end of June.

C.  The Council note that following the meeting with the Independent Local Government Review
Panel on Tuesday 28 May I will be working in consultation with our General Manager and
Communications Manager on suitable communication strategies to inform and engage with
our local residents in relation to the Panel’s proposal for the amalgamation of Woollahra
Council with up to seven councils to form a ‘global city’.

Background:

The Independent Local Government Review Panel has released its “Future Directions for NSW
Local Government — Twenty Essential Steps” paper and is inviting submissions in response to the
paper until 28 June 2013. The paper presents detailed discussion on what the Panel see as twenty
essential steps towards a new sustainable model for Local Government in NSW.

Woollahra Council is preparing a comprehensive submission in response to the Panel’s latest paper.
This submission will address each of the proposed twenty steps - many of which I believe have
considerable merit for reshaping and strengthening the future of local government in NSW but do
not require amalgamations to achieve. 1 will present Council’s submission in a future Mayoral
Minute.

At this point however, I have to say that as Mayor I cannot support the Panel’s proposal for the
amalgamation of Woollahra Council with the City of Sydney, Waverley, Randwick and Botany
Bay Councils, and potentially the Councils of Leichhardt and Marrickville, as the Panel proposes in
Step 15 — Reshape Metropolitan Governance. A ‘global city’ of this size, as the Panel refers to with
a population of between 600,000 to 800,000 people, clearly does not keep the ‘local’ in Local
Government for the residents of Woollahra or the other affected council areas.
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As I have stated publicly, this Council cannot support the ‘global city’ idea because we haven’t
seen or heard any benefits for our local residents that would not be otherwise achieved through
minor sensible reform and continuous improvement. The Panel’s paper does not in any way justify
the massive upheaval and disruption the implementation of the super-council idea would cause for
local residents nor does it present evidence of any benefits to our communities. It is simply an idea,
a philosophical position of the Panel than is not supported by evidence of any benefits to the
community.

Similarly, there is no evidence that the size of a council determines efficiency or sustainability.

The purpose of this report is to inform the community that we are doing whatever is necessary to
protect their interests and to present to the Council what [ see as the structure of Council’s
submission in response to the Panel’s Future Directions Paper.

I have also provided copies of Council’s previous submissions to the Local Government Review
Panel as Annexure to this Minute,

Discussion:

Council’s submission should provide comment in response to each of the following twenty steps
outlined in the Panel’s paper:

Face the challenges of change

Create a Sustainable System

Keep the ‘Local’ in Local Government

Confront Financial Realities

Ensure Fiscal Responsibility

Bolster the Revenue Base

Tackle the Infrastructure Backlog

Promote Innovation, Productivity and Competitiveness
. Advance Improvement and Accountability

10. Improve Political Leadership

11. Enhance the Status of Mayors

12. Revisit Council-Management Relations

13. Build Strong Regions

14. Reconfigure Rural Councils

15. Reshape Metropolitan Governance

16. Strengthen the Hunter, Central Coast and Illawarra
17. Establish a “Western Region Authority’

18. Progress the State-Local Agreement

19. Refocus Local Government NSW

20.  Drive and Monitor Ongoing Reform

e ol

As I previously mentioned, many of these steps, such as ensuring fiscal responsibility, bolstering
the revenue base and tackling the infrastructure backlog have considerable merit and are essential
elements of a sustainable system of local government in NSW.

Similarly, the concept of establishing a metropolitan Council of Mayors to provide a ‘voice’ for
Sydney and to represent local government and local communities in high-level consultation with
State and Federal Governments has merit and warrants further detailed analysis. SSROC has
already endorsed this concept in its own submission to the Panel.
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Our submission will strongly argue however that the massive upheaval that would result from the
widespread amalgamation of councils proposed by the Panel, particularly in the Sydney
metropolitan area, is unnecessary to achieve what I see as the desired outcome of reform — being
the long term sustainability of councils in a high functioning system of local government.

[s reform necessary? Clearly the answer to this is ‘yes’ as there are many councils struggling to
meet the challenges and demands of modern day local government — but many more are not. This
has been Woollahra’s argument in our two previous submissions to the Panel which have
highlighted the many elements of good local government that are working well, not only here at
Woollahra, but no doubt similarly well at many councils in NSW.

High functioning councils such as ours need to be encouraged to continue their good work and
supported by sensible strategies for reform that enable them to continue to develop and improve
performance. Ensuring fiscal responsibility, bolstering the revenue base and tackling the
infrastructure backlog are essential first steps in this challenge.

Our submission will argue that the State Government’s focus for reform of local government should
be directed towards specific intervention strategies for those council areas that are clearly
struggling to meet the demands and expectations of local communities. Each of these communities
have targeted priorities and different financial capacities to deliver on those priorities. The
financial capacity of our community is not in question. We can deliver.

Amalgamations and new models such as the proposed Western Region Authority may well be the
answer to problems in specific areas of the State but there is clearly no business case that supports
the Panel’s view that widespread amalgamation is the only solution to improving the ‘system’ that
is local government.

Other matters that our submission should address include:

> Challenge the Panel’s Global City concept

The Panel makes it clear that they see the amalgamation of 5 or 7 metropolitan councils (including
Woollahra) as a means of exploring the concept of a “truly ‘global city’” for Sydney. However, it
needs to be highlighted that international literature identifies the characteristics of a true global city
— including; business activity; human capital; information exchange; cultural experience; and
political engagement.

Some of the general characteristics referred to when talking about global cities include:

. Home to major stock exchanges and indexes

. Influential in international political affairs
. Home to world-renowned cultural institutions
. Service a major media hub

. Large mass transit networks
. Home to a large international airport
. Having a prominent skyline

These characteristic do not include geographical boundaries.
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Sydneys, in its entirety, is already internationally recognised in the top 10 global cities of the world
based on these generally accepted characteristics. Local Government boundaries in the eastern
suburbs of Sydney are clearly not a determining factor for Sydney’s recognition as a ‘truly global
city’ — Sydney already is a truly global city.

Similarly, the provision of local services to local communities is not a characteristic of a global
city. The provision of local services to local communities is the role of local government. This is
what keeps the ‘local’ in local government.

»  Reform of Local Government v New Local Government

Our submission will argue that what is proposed through widespread amalgamation of local
government in NSW but rather, a drastic attempt to create a higher functioning system of local
government in the absence of specific evidence to demonstrate that it will work. Questions we will
ask the Panel in our submission about this ‘new’ model for local government include:

) What are the benefits to local communities of this new Local Government?
. What will be the establishment costs?
. Where is the risk analysis?

J Where is the evidence that it will deliver any tangible benefits?
. Where is the evidence that the benefits will exceed the costs?
. How will the amalgamations be funded — more debt, more deficits, more rates?

A properly constructed business case would have answered these questions but the Panel has failed
to produce any of these answers.

There are significant risks associated with any major project or reform program and a business case
is essential to mitigate associated risks.

The Panel references reform of local government in Auckland as a model — yet a report from the
Office of the Auditor-General in New Zealand states that more than $100 million has been invested
in setting up the new Auckland Council’s financial, procurement and payroll systems and the
associated monitoring and management alone. Using this as a guide across what the Panel
proposes for the greater Sydney area could cost Sydney ratepayers hundreds of millions of dollars —
and for what benefit? Is it to accomplish ‘strategic capacity’ or is it to create a structure delivering
‘local’ benefits to communities funded by local communities?

The hundreds of millions of dollars spent on amalgamations would go a long towards fixing the
infrastructure backlog for local communities.

»  The Strategic Capacity Argument

The Panel has stated publicly that the proposed reforms, including amalgamations, are not a cost
saving exercise. Rather, they state the goal as being to enhance the ‘Strategic Capacity’ of local
government with respect to:

° Coping with complex challenges and unpredictable change
o More robust revenue base

. Scope to undertake new functions/major projects

. Ability to employ wider range of skilled staff

. Knowledge, creativity and innovation
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° Credible ‘real’ partner for State and Federal Government

Again there is no evidence to demonstrate that this goal of enhancing ‘strategic capacity’ will be
achieved at all, or indeed any financial, structural or governance benefits will result — particularly
for Woollahra residents and ratepayers,

My strong view on this is that what the Panel is proposing through amalgamation is a significant
and unnecessary risk that may not deliver any benefits at all — either strategic or financial. What
will be the ultimate cost of this risk and will it pay off?

Our community will not want to take this risk and nor should they. There is a very strong
connection between paying rates in return for services but there is little or no evidence to suggest
there is a connection between rates and a desire for super cities and the notion of enhanced strategic
capacity

Local communities want local services and local connections — they are the things that matter most
and this Council is well positioned to continue to provide both of these to our residents very well.

»  Woollahra’s Capacity

Woollahra Council is well positioned financially to deliver local services —the TCorp report has
confirmed this. Financially we are rated as ‘Moderate” with a ‘Neutral’ outlook. While TCorp
have said this rating is fine, we want to improve on this and our long term financial modelling is
‘hard evidence’ that we can do better. This is more evidence than is presented in the Panel’s report
. about the benefits of amalgamation.

Our aim is to move from ‘Moderate and Neutral® to ‘Sound’ or even ‘Strong’ and with a ‘Positive’
outlook and we are already in discussions with TCorp on what we need to do to achieve this. We
will consider options in this regard over the coming months, and part of our strategy may be to ask
our residents to pay a little more each week to have the benefit of improved services and faster
infrastructure renewal. We have asked our community simtlar questions in the past and the answer
has always been yes.

Will amalgamation deliver improved services to Woollahra residents? In the absence of a
business case we don’t know — but the Panel has already told us that amalgamating Woollahra is
their preference. My intention is to ask our community directly what they think and I will present
further information on how we might do this to Councillors shortly.

What we do know already from combined rates modelling of Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra
Councils is that Woollahra residents will be paying higher rates under amalgamation with no
improvement in services. Idon’t believe this is the best outcome for our community.

Higher rates in Woollahra to fund improved services in Waverley and Randwick - how does the
Mayor of Woollahra tell our residents that’s a good idea?

Where to from here:
There are two community forums I will be attending with the General Manager this week where [

will have the opportunity to participate in discuss on the Panel’s report and to debate the topic of
amalgamation.
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The first of these community forums was hosted by NewsLocal earlier this evening at Sydney
Boys® High School. The Global City Community Forum provided Mayors from the City of
Sydney, Leichhardt, Marrickville, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra with the opportunity to
speak for a few minutes on our response to the Independent Local Government Review Panel’s idea
for a global city. It was an interesting debate and whilst and I was unable to stay for all of it I think
there will be a lot more community feedback to come. The outcome of this forum was agreement
from the councils present to make a combined submission to the Panel. T will circulate that
submission when it is available,

The second forum is a meeting with the members of the Review Panel and the Mayors, Councillors,
General Managers and Senior staff of the proposed amalgamated ‘global city” Councils on
Tuesday.

Information gathered from these forums will also inform the structure of our submission.

Following our meeting with the Independent Local Government Review Panel tomorrow I will be
working in consultation with our General Manager and Communications Manager on a suitable
communication strategy to inform and engage with our local residents on their response to the~
global city idea.

Conclusion:

The purpose of this Mayoral Minute has been to present details of what I see as the structure of
Council’s submission in response to the Panel’s Future Directions Paper. In particular, the Minute
is to inform our community of what must be this Council’s response to the proposed amalgamation
of Woollahra Council into a ‘global city’.

The Independent Local Government Review Panel have failed to present clear evidence of any
specific benefits to be achieved from the proposed amalgamations and have provided no details of
how much this widespread and drastic approach to reform of local government in NSW will cost.
Quite simply, there is no business case to support the amalgamation proposal.

My position from the start of this debate on the future of local government in NSW has been to
support the State Government’s stated position of no forced amalgamations. Further, I have
publicly stated that I support reform but I cannot support a proposal for the amalgamation of
Woollahra Council in the absence of clear evidence of benefits to the community that cannot be
delivered under us remaining a Council in our own right.

The Panel’s latest paper presents no evidence whatsoever to change my mind. In fact, its lack of
evidence should make Woollahra residents quite nervous.

Finally, I reiterate comments made in Council’s submission to the Panel in March. Just as the state
government recognises the need for specific specially honed planning instruments to reflect the
strategic visioning for specific areas, the state government should equally recognise the need for
specific intervention strategies for individual local areas and councils to ensure the future
environmental, social and financial sustainability of those areas.

T rew Petrie
Mayor
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New Development Apaticavons and Appli

Censents have baen

lodged at the fallgwing sites:

DARI7EN3 129 Dufing Point Aoad DARUNG POINT
Applicant: Uniipaint Pty Ltd

Conversion 10 sirata titfe - 4 kots

DADIBINZ 22 Faraday Avenua RDSE BAY
Applicant Hir M S Macintyre & Mrz T Woadhause

Ahsratians and additions inguding a new fitst figar lavel; remnaval of muisting swimming poal;
canstiugtion of a new swimmng poal; new store

DADIERS13 #1E Ousen Street WOOLLAHRA

Applicant: Dueens Court Pey Lid

Eiection of vargola in the central courtynrd 1o prowida 3 caverad ares for the existing cutdeor
Snating for “Bills” testaurant

DADI30/12 3 Caledenian Road ROSE BAY
Applicant Mr 5 Spencer

Aleratiang ta cxisung balcony and front bauedary fenca, ang fandscaning varks including the
rernevat of 9 Camphor Laurg! yree

DADI91/13 43 Edward Streot WOOLLAHRA,

Applicant Tabias Partners

Altargtions & acitiens 1o the existing dwelling including naw garege, swimming poaf and tront
Tenca

DAGIII 12 61 Efizabeth Street PADDINGTON

Apalicant: Mr N Head

Altacations & zdditions to existing develing including now attic. campon & razr lane access

DAGTOE! 13 48 Hargrave Street PADDINGTON

Appiicant: Dr 3 Kaplla

Extansion totha oae of buikdng, intemnal re-canfiguration & extsrmal altarations ta the (aar
DANS/ 13 84 Lowson Suect PADDINGFON

Applicant: Mes T & Br P R P Michot

Aiterations and adkdiSons o ground & Fimt floer induding naw g roomm, new bathtaom, kitchen
& living area to the rear ground our lavel: now bedream, ensviie & waltin robe within the existing
fool-SpACE: incorparating dommer windows and skylighs

DAO137/13 19 Coslong Raad VAUCLUSE

Applicant; MPA Design Group Pry 1td

Altgratons and additions exizling dweling; Remaval of the exiSING pook; construction of a new
pooi; Mndscaping works

DACIsE/ 12 4 Pareley Road VAUCLUSE
Applicant Mrs J Vidor

Flterations and addtions

bAo1T9/4) 164 Suthertand Streat PADDINGTON
Applicant Ms U Schreiber

Hew roar single storey eatensian at bpwer ground leve! with paved tenace and garden; interaal
aferations; modification 1o rear windows of upper grovnd fiogr

The abeue appfications. plang and spacibioations dre available for pubiic inspaction at Council's
Flanning & Davelopmant Division hebween the hours af 8.00am 1o 4.30pm Monday to Friday far
15 days from 22 May 2013 yntd § June 2012, On anquiry. please quote the application tatetanca
numta,

Applications to Amend Development Consent

DAOIT 1Y 237 Glanmere Road PADDINGTON

Applicant: Kelmer Piy Ltd

iInstali a kitehen exkaust sutlet snd an air canditioner condarser unit at the roar of the Moyal
Hote!

Reconfguration of layauts on ground, fist and sesond flaor lavels; naw intemnal tarrase on first fioor
wilh reratable swnings at roof lever; nw FHZ nave fira staies at rear with new friazony wall on
sado boundary; newr tmbar windaws on Breughign Sireet fecade at firn flaot favel

BAOLIDM T/ 57 Epping Road DOUBLE BAY
Applicant; £SA Auchitoris
Dokation of condition Cfg

Significant demofitian of the existing bousg and significant alterations ang additions rew dweling.
house} including fesw first logr level

L of, A ) it Straet, -
Hiahra NSW 2025, For funthar information, plaase contact -
ity vis on 5391 7000, - T

DAcs7ai 113 17 Bereslord Aoad ROSE BAY
Applicant: Jamas Mackny

£ ion of garage and basement store
Alteratons and edditions

DADO2I12/3 45 John Street WOQLLAHRA,
Applicant: Jim Dametricu Growp Prytwd

Yariaus inteenai and external madifiestions Including 3 new attic fevol within the roaf
Sigrilicant slteratinns. and additions inew two storey diwelinig-housal ingluding a new fonce, new
garaga and car stacker

DADTAO/12/2 9 Kulgaa Road BELLEVUE HILL
Applicant: Mz G A Walker :
Varaus intemal and axternal modificatians Including a naw e, modifications 1o the extant
of excavation, modifications te the sofar "parcll and medifications 1o peivacy screaning on
the first Noer lavel (Condition & 175

Altarations and adcitions inciuding 2 new first ooy, new docble sarage. anciitary buikfings to tha
fe2¢, andscaping and sitewarks

DAAZT 22 1t Virteria Pace PADIINGTON

Applicant: Mr J A & Ms P Catorctanu

Dalete shyifics and replece with skylights: relocste gate position; delste steel plata cladding
and raplace with rendered wall and metal rasfing

Aheratons and additions 1o ke 1ear and withia e existing breereway of the site

DADQB2/t3(2 53 Unicn Stract PATDINGTON
Applicant: Mics § D Forbes
Delete eonditiah O fa)

Unavthorised worka including: damoftion of bick. fence, instalation of steel posts W suppen.
rollesdeer & widaning of erossevar to Union Lena

Tha abova spplicatons, plans and spocilications are availabla for public inyprection st Counal's
Plaasing & Develapmant Division between the howrs of 8,00am 1o 4.00pm Monday ta Friday for
15 days fram 22 May 2073 untf 5 June 2013, On enquiry, plazse quote Lhe apafication raferency
Aymbar,

Other Development Applications

DACOI4/13
Applicant;

24 Quarry Street PADDINGTON
C8KS Heldings Pry Lef

Site mmediation and construction of new shidcare centra 1o provide 120 long day care places for
2906 0110 6 years with operating hours botween 8.30m 1o 7.20ptn Marday to Friday

The stieve applizationizl, plans and speciications arg avaiabie for publicingpaction at Couneils
Pianaing & Davelogment Oivision Detwean Lhe hours al 8.003m to 4-80pm Monday to Friday far
30 daya from 22 May 2013 uniit 20 June 2013, On enquiry, plasse quote tha appiication reference
nurrber,

"Notice of Development Consent
Issued by Councit

Devalopment consem has been geanted for the: fellgwing applications:

DACIUIIZ 18 Altiert Stroot EDGECLIFF

Subdrvigion of existing sitas e enable consiniction of 2 rasidentiat fist buidings containing &
dwnllings with basament car parking for 16 vahieles, new swimiring pool, landseaping, sit works
and akterations and adgitions L existing dwelling haveg

DAcao2 12 1C Hew Beach Read DARLING POINT

Fitout of first fioor and new partiton wall on ground Noor of "The Sal Loft*

DADOTE/13 40 Wentwarth Road VAUCLUSE

The inataflation of an sdditonal reof antenna snd smelfite dish

DAE101/13 192 Oxford Streei PADDINGTON

Naw Shop frant and ATM with new sigrage for Commonwaatih Bank

DAOT12/13 11 Wiston Gardeas DOUBLE SAY

Faur 1€} naw pasts supponing approved halceres ta unis 4,546

DAG110/33 8597 Hew Sauth Head Raad EDGECUFF

Urgrada af existing eszantiz! fire enginering works

DADIZ4/13 8 Cooper Street DOUBLE BAY

Allaravons and additions inchuding a new frant fenze. new antey eandpy. naw sergen wall atthe
03¢ and changes to fenesvadon

DANT2E/13 10422 Staftard Streat DOUBLE BAY

Internal akterations (@ axisting 4t

DAG149/13 7 Suafard Street PADDINGTON

Sub-dnision for the purpose of tezligning curent lot boundaries with axigting party walls (boundary
adjusment)

The sbove consants an availsble for pultfic inspection 3t Councl's Planning & Cavelmment Division
Bereratn Bam and £ptm Monday 1o Friday,

The validity of & cenzent ahall pot be quesiigned in any legal procastings except those <commerced
in the Land & Emvironmant Court by any parsan within threg manths of Lhe date of this
advertisgment.

PRIVACY NDTIFICATION

Tha supply at parsonal information i wolunisry H persanal information is not pravided, Councl may
be fimited in deafing with a supmissian, Submussions, summaries of submissions, andior namas
and addrasaes of people making subrmissions may ba inciuded in publicly avalable ropars ta
Council or Cemmitien Mostings,

Plazse note that, in acoardanca with soetien 18U of the Privacy and Persanal Informatian
Protaction Act 1933 INSWL. you are 2avised (rat ol submissians focgived by Councl in rafation

to any matter will ba placed on the appeopriate Councl o and frzy be disclased 10 Councillarg,
Council OHicers, conmuftants to Coungll or marmbars of 1he public.

Pursuant to the Gowetnment Informaton (Public ArTass] Act 2009 (NSYA the Councl My ba

olbfiged ta aliow of its g , inclwing iy YOU may maka,
GARY JAMES COUNCIE CHAMBERS
GENERAL MANAGER DOUSLE B4Y NSW 2028

22 May 2033

Chambers and Customer Service Centre: 536 New South Head Road Double Bay NSW 2028

Postal: PO Box 61 Double Bay NSW 1360
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Notice of Motion

Item No: 1

From: Councillor Matthew Robertson
Date: 9 May 2013

File No: . 900.G

(Robertson/Elsing)

That Council;

a)
b)

c)

d)

€)

Lost

Note:

Notes the latest report from the Independent Local Government Review Panel

Welcomes the report’s position in support of no forced amalgamations.

Expresses concern that the report proposes a ‘Super-City’ merger of Woollahra Council with
the City of Sydney, Waverley, Randwick, Botany (and possibly Leichhardt and Marrickville
councils), without citing demonstrable benefits for Woollahra residents.

Notes that any merger of Woollahra Council with neighbouring councils will inevitably
reduce the level of local representation and strength of local democracy in the east, city and
inner west of Sydney.

Commit to continue to support local government as the level of government closest to the
people and maintain Woollahra residents’ rights to determine the future of their municipality
and their local representation.

A Division was called by Councillors Roberston and Thomas

For the Motion

Councillor Wynne
Councillor Zulman
Councillor Elsing
Councillor Roberston

4/7

Against the Motion

Councillor Boskovitz
Councillor Bennett
Councillor Levenston
Councillor Marano
Councillor O’Regan
Councillor Petrie
Councillor Thomas

Council Meeting of 13 May 2013
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Out and about
Good buck t 31 the Eams Rutx
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and community interasT in a fannastic Sport, Wedl dons 10 Hasd Crach fdark
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Tha Coundls Oxford Stiget Woeking Pany s off and ruaing with our firnt
meing schegued lor Lhis wenk. { wil keop you Lpdated,

Lindesay Open Day Saturday 11 May
Waller Pyn gave Lindesay, the firml Gotve Revival house in Auriatin bidtin
1834 ta the Mational frust in 1963,
The houst wil be epan from 102m to Sprm and touts wil ba avadabsie at 1am,
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Fears for residents Jost in a ‘global city”
Tha latest repert from theing Lacat
upparts the HSW G; 's position of no Cis. 50 that's
good news for local tasidents. The repon dots nat providy ciaz bonefits focas
grobal Sy’ gropecal to.merge Botany Bay, Randwick, Waverley snd Wealah
Cotseds wit the Gaty of Sycney and potentialy Leichhardt and Mamickre
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33887 haven't soen or heard amy benefits for our lncal residants, 1563
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can't see thit kgicn meming aloady it Councls with nonsustainably
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et removing the fees and e fpased oy the State Gevainmant to fingnee

¥ capacity for impraaing
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months. Let ma knaw what you think,

Have you registered your Swimming pool yet?

AT peed gemars are requizod (o register thels pecd en the stato-wida Swimining
Pool Register, Chosing date is 29 Otaber 2013 3ad affer s date fines
a5y, Reg e b8 1mads ol Bl oot

3 GOl pool
2afety and rechucn tha potential for mjuries sad dostha from pocd
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Tegirter thoir pool 25 5000 a5 poradbla whiz tha issce is kash

Pt e
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A million reasons 1o buy a Pink Bun

Locad breast cances sunvivor and formaz Wocllaha Mayor [zshos Shacio ard

Bakers Defight a1 Rasa Bay and Bond duncticn wil i feroes tiz May to miv
3nd awgrenoss for Lho Batens Delght Pirk Bun camrgign.

From 2 May - 22 hay 2613, Bavers Cuaight Razs By and Bonch Junction

will um pink and demate 100% of tha Tz of thair Mk Finger Bung 1o

Blistst Cancer Nemuund Auctroty ooty L ize i SuDparT 0 vty

worthwhda couse.

Bargains galore at Woollafia Book Fair

Hundreds of books will a g0 sale at tha Woollahvz Listiry snd infanmgrign

Setvices Book Far gn Suturday 25 May and Sunday 26 May fram 10zm 19
oML Libeary Membars wil £ able 10 have a snesk stoview of tha boks on

offer frorm: 103m 1o 11am 64 the Saturday, Come sng to-the Cound Chambers

a bargrin. Adt fiction and sonfiction, magazinas, kids bosks.
from 50¢ 10 510 will bs on offer There witba e RIS, @ Sausage sle arvd
face w22ting for tha young athaart. Ths event abvarys attracts  boval croned. |
hei” ¥ou there,

5 ;
\‘ﬁw.nghl furdraiser for Rese Bay community garden
Cwmwmuwmmdmmhwivhandgamesr&mm Friday 10
May fram B.3pm at the Viudlirsn Bowing Club. The avent wit help preaida
futwds toveards eqtablishing & community gardon in Rose Bay. Tckets are

530 per parsen. o 45 you zhie 19 donate more. Great food and diimks,
fanus!icpvizumdhue!im.&emm?smm.jun tanieQ

Imnity Gardan oeg to teserve vour plsce and 3mnga admission
pre-payment.
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& e
New Development Applications and Applications 10 Modity Development
Consents hava been lodged at the following sites: -

DAD128/13
Applicant: MsCL

11 Hampden Avenue DARLING POINT

Aagition of & woeden deck adjacent Lo rear on ground leve! above iower
ground tevel garden

DADT44/13 202 Oid South Head Road BELLEVUE HiLL
Applicani: Parker Logan Property

Demolition of the existing dwaelling & construction of a new boarding
houss comprising of 23 boarding reoms and basement level car parking
DAOT6E/13 46 New South Head Road VAUCLUSE

Applicant: Mr D F Hofbauar

Alterations and additions including a new shopfront upgrade and awning;
convert part basemant level ta an office

DADIT3/13  SE Bundarra Road BELLEVUE HILL

Applicant:  MPRDG Pty Ltd D

Proposed additional basement level 1o an approved dwelling
DAD174/13  11/317-319 Edgectiff Road WOOLLAHRA

Applicant; Ms L Oxley

Changes to Linit 11 including the enfargement of the lower ground

floor, the conversion of existing windows to balcenies and othar minar
modifications

DAOT?5/13  1/114 Glenmore Road PADDINGTON

Applicant: Cullenfang Pty Ltd

Alterations to existing studio including new dormar window and four new
windows with aluminium awnings

DADTTR{13 25 Military Road WATSONS BAY

Applicant: Mz N Wilson

Change of use from an office to a health and beauty safon

DAQI79/13 225 Edgeclifil Road WOOLLAHRA

Applicant; Mr P Zaverdinos

Two starey addition to the rear of the dwelling including a new deck
The above applications, plans and specifications are available for public
inspection at Council's Planning & Davelopment Division between

the hours of 8.00am 1o 4.00pm Monday to Friday for 15 days from 8
May 2013 until 22 May 2013. On enquiry, please quote the application
reference number,

DAD167/04/4 216 Glenmare Road PADDINGTON
Applicant: Angus Property & Development Pty Ltd
Relocation of approved cafe from tenancy T to tenancy 4 with use of
adjacent courtyard for outdoor seating; ehange of tse of tenpancy 4
from retail to cafe and tenancy T from cafe to retail
Alizalions and addinons to exisung mixed commerciatfresidantial
development
DA0O30/07/7 6 Carthona Avenue DARLING POINT

laka 7 Sutherland Crescent)
Applicant: Mr C Oxiey
Change of tree described in Condition E. 18 from Eucalyptus to
Angephora Castata
Erection of new residence and landscapa works
DAODS?/12/3 16 Pearce Street DOLBLE BAY
Applicant: Mr=z M Caridad
Modiffcatians to existing dwaelling
Alterations and additions to convert the exsting duplex to single residence
wilh atiic Ieve!: and double garage

2013

records@wooilahra.nsw.gov.au

. Thiz ebove epplications,

plans and specifications are evailable for pubiic
inspection et Council’s Pianning & Oevelfopment Division betwean

the hours of8.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday for 15 days from 8
May 2013 ualil 22 May 2013, On enquiry, please quote the epplication
referance number.

Any person who contends that the enjoyrment of thai land will be
detrimantelly affected if the proposed development js carried out mey
objest in writing to Councll. Council will not datermine the epplication ungil
expiration of the public inspection perind and will corsider any abjections
submitted. Piease see PRIVACY NOTIFICATION below.

lic fora fow of a e n
DAD11/13 12 Victoria Avenue WOOLLAHRA
Applicant? MrR P & Mrs M D Oshorne

Aherations to tha front setback ares of the building including a new
hardstand car parking space, changes to the front fence end news
crassaver

7The above appiicationis), plans and specifications ere available for public
inspection at Council's Planning & Development Division between

the hours of 8.00am to4.00pim Monday to Friday for 14 days from 8 .
May 2013 until 21 May 2013. On enquiry. please quote the application
reference number,

-Notica of Devélopment Consent
: Issued by Conneil.
Development consent has been granted for the followdng applications:
DAD418/12 18-20 Oxford Street PADDINGTON
Change of use from retail to restaurant to heth ground and first ficor/

mezzanine lavel; intamal refurbishment: trading hours- M-F 112m to 1em,
Sat 7am - 1am & Sun 7am to midnight

DAD517/12 11 Derby Street VAUCLUSE
Alterations and additions
DADOOB/13 11/68-62 Naw South Head Road VAUCLUSE

Chenge of use from office to cafe / delicatessen with outdoor seating

DADD41/13 22 Sutherland Crescent DARLING POINT
New swimming poot and associated landscaning works

DADIOGB/13 4 Gilliver Avenue VAUCLUSE
Alterations and additions
DACOB3If13 103 New South Head Road VAUGCLUSE

Footpsth seating including tatbles

The above consents are avalleble for public inspection at Council's Planning
& Development Division between 8am and 4pm Monday io Frigay.

The validity of a cansant shall not be questioned in any legal proceedings
except those commenced in the Land & Environment Count by any parson
within thres manths of the date of this advertisemnant.

PRIVACY NOTIFICATION

The supply of personal information is voluntary. If personal informetion

is not provided, Council may be fimited in dealing with a submission.
Submissions, summarles of submissions, and/or names and addresses of
pHUpiE Making SUbMIssIoNs may be included in publicly aveilable reports to
Council or Committes Meetings.

Please note hat, n accordance wilh section 18{7Hb} of the Privacy and
Persanal informetion Protection Act 1998 INSW, ¥ou are advised that all
submissions received by Councit in relation 1o any matter will be placed on
tha appropriate Councit file and may be disciosed 1o Cauncillars, Council
Ofiicers, consultants to Council or members of the puhlic.

Pursuant to the Government information (Public Actass) Act 2009 (NSW)

the Council may be obliged to allgw inspection of its documants, including
any submissions you may make.
GARY JAMES

GENERAL MANAGER

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
DOUBLE BAY NSW 2028
8 May 2013
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24 April 2013

No evidence that a ‘global city” will
be good for Woollahra residents

Mayor of Woollahra, Councillor Andrew Petrie said he is pleased that

the latest report from the Independent Local Government Review Panel supports the
NSW Government’s position of no forced amalgamations. According to the Mavyor,
the report does not provide clear benefits for its ‘global city’ proposal to merge
Botany Bay, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils with the City of Sydney
and potentially Leichhardt and Marrickville Councils, with a population of between
600,000 to 800,000 people.

"We don’t support the ‘global city’ idea because we still haven’t seen or heard any
benefits for our local residents,” the Mayor of Woollahra, Councillor Andrew Petrie
said.

“The report does not in any way justify the massive upheaval and disruption its
implementation would cause for local residents. There is no evidence that the size of
a council determines efficiency or sustainability,” the Mayor said.

"T-Corp financial analysis on the sustainability of NSW councils and the Panel’s latest
report confirm Woollahra Council’s sustainability and the overwhelming feedback
from our community is that they want the ‘local’ to stay in local government,” he
said.

“I can't see the logic in merging already sustainable Councils with non-sustainable
councils. | was disappointed that the report did not offer up the suggestion that
removing the fees and levies imposed by the State Government to finance state
responsibilities may provide councils with greater capacity for improving
sustainability, viability and efficiency.

“In Woollahra’s case we would be able to allocate the $2.6M p.a we pay in fees and
levies for government services that would benefit our community directly and would
further strengthen our sustainability into the future,

“We support the repori’s suggestion that the infrastructure renewal backlog requires
a coordinated and cooperative approach from all levels of government. We also
support the principles of good governance and strong teadership and reducing ‘red
tape’.

“l am optimistic the State Government will take up suggestions outlined in the
Panel’s report to provide more flexible rating income opportunities for Councils to
better provide for their local communities,” the Mayor concluded.

With more consultation expected with the Sydney metropolitan areas this month and
next, the Panel’s final report recommendations will not be presented to the State
Government until September,

Media contact: Justine Henderson T: 9391 7141
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Tony Greig remembered

Like most of you, | was 534 to hear abaut Lhe death of locat
resident and cricket legend Tony Graig in fate Decambar. Long
after his passing, mibutes vil be shated for a man who made

his mark on ericket and shared his ove of the game with those
af us who had the bensfit of listening o his witty commantary.

| had the honour of inviting Tony to ba our quest speakerata
citizenship seremony during my previous twem as Mayor, Tony was
an emhusiaslic a 1e for spor, he inspired manmy Austafians
and ha spake with such conviction and genting love for Australia,
which became his home. | extand my syrpathy 1o Tomy's wife,
Vivian and chiltdren, Mark, Sam, Baau and Tom,

Bouble Bay parking options
2 TR YRS We hawo Tkan steps w
ensure the public and
businasses continue 1o have
aconss to as much parking
8% passitle during the
; constructon phaze of the
Kinora Langs development
inn Dauble Bay. Major
work began today on the
davalopment, which offers
leng-term benefits for the Double Bay commercial cantra and the
Woollzhsa community.

Wi kngwr thern will be soma shon-tanm inconvenience dug 1
changes in parking and atcess during he demelition and bulding
phase, but once complate, the Kiaora Lands development will
provide 2 significant boost for businass and 442 new public car

Spacas.

nrikowmed Cross Sticet car park currenty offers one-hour

.. arking and has 356 spaces available to the public. Seventy

ight [78) spates are also vailabie in the Cosmopalitan Centre car
paekin Knox Street, with the first hour free.

The propased parking changes in Daubie Bay indude:

* Extending oqner-hout frea parking in the Crass Street cor park 10
bwo-hours via a stamp validation system for customers of thase
businesses on the sourharn sido of New Sculh Head Road
ditectly affacted by the dosure of the Kiaora Lane car park.

= Changing the exiglng one-hour metered parking on New South
Haad Road 1o time-imited fhalf hour) free parking.

Wingliahra Councll and Waoolworths have been working with

busmeeses in Doubla Bay to address concems, including parking

amangements, and discussions have been positive.

The first stege of development to the seuth of Kiaora Lane

includes the now onhs supermarket and is expecied to

t@ke around 15 muoaths to complete, This will be fotiowed by the
construction of a new public iorary and retadl stores on the sita of
the exdsting Suparmarket.

For mora information on the development visit the Kiaors Lands

websitn - wwwiwoolishra. nsw.gov.awkiaaratands.

Waoollahra Citizenship Awards closing soon
The Woallahra 2013 Cilizenship Awards are st open for
norrination. Nominato your lgcat rele mode! (hat has worked
hard a0 improve the quality of file for othets in the Woolahm
municpality and daserss recegniton, Indbviduals, groups
@nrd projects can o nominated and awarded in tha following
categones;
Citizan of the Year Award Most Innovative Comrmunity Project.
ost v o ity Culuralfans Initistive, Contributi
te the Environment, Contrbtion 1w Community {Local or
Internadanall, Seniors” Award and Youth Award. Entries dose on
8 Fahruary 2013, efigibifity and how 1o nominate can be found
an Council’s website. For more dotails call 5331 7165 or email
communityCrhoclahra.nsw.gov.su

Have your say on the future of local

govemnment
The Indepandent Local Government, Review Panel is soaking input
during its second reund of consultation on tho futire direction of
for amment. This tound of consullation is based o 2 paper
af by the Panel callad, Bettar, Sronger Local Government;
Ik, iof sustainablo change, Council will be preparing ils

ram oamission based on tis report. Communily members are
encaursged 1o peowide feedback to the Local Govemmant Raform
Panal via thelr survay bafore 22 March, To read the paper and
arovide input go 10w locaigovemmentirevigw naw, g ov.ou
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" . lmmunise your child for fre

Wogiizhrz Council hokis free Immunisation Cinics 1o protect chifdron from tha ags of two
manths for four years againaz diseases such as Diphthetis, Tetanus, Whooping Cough, Polia,

DACD13A13 ¥ Bundama Read BELLEVUE HILL

Applicant: kin Creative

Aheratons and additons to the dweling and a new garege and sterage lak, and peck cabana
.. PARO1ASIE 40 FizwiTliom Road VAUCLUSE

Maezsies, Mumps and Rubata, Hepatits S, HIB [+ Indl type b,
C, Paeumecaceal, Rotvingg and Varicela (Chicken Poxd. Al parents are invilod 10 ke
advaniage of this krae sarvine, -

These chmes are hald at Uhe Double Sey Eadty Chifghood Health Cenire, 1 Sross Sreet Doutrd
8ay cn ths first Wednosday of every manth. No sppoinlment s nocessary.

The next clinic is to be Re'd on Wednesday 6 February 2013 from 1.45pm to 330pm. Itis
irmzonant that patents and carers Bring glong the child's Matbcars Card and Blue Book,

Pareats are remindad Wt should an outbradk of an infactious disease ocour non<mmunisad
childtan may ba excluded irom thair kmderganten/schodl untl the suthresk is over.

For further informaton ploasa contact Woolabra Coundil on 9381 76G0.
U7 Meetings for Febiraary 2013

Monday 4 Febnuary

Urkan Piznning Commuttea

C ity & Emvi v 6.00pm

Council Megting 8. Mcm
Tuesday 5 February Appiication Assessment Panpl 3.0Gpm
fonday 11 February Development Conwel Committes 5230pm

Corperate & Works Committee B.00pm
Tuesday 12 Fabruary Application Assessmant Panal 3.00pm
Wednasday 13 February DLCC Sita Inspactipns B.00am
Mandasy 18 Feonary Urban Plonsing Commitlea &.00pm

[ ity & Envd c 5.00pm

Cound Meating 8.00gm
Tuesday 19 Fabryasy Apaficatan Assessment Panal 3.00pm
Wonday 25 Fabruery Na maoatings
Tuesday 26 Februsry Agpplitation Assessment Fanal 3.000m

- Animal Advisory Committen = Nominations open -

In accesdange with tha Aninal Advisary Commitice Terms af Referance, Weootishra Council is
callng for neminations for membarship to tha Comminge fof tha next term.

The Woolihea Council Animal Advisary Committee zerves as an athisery body 1o Council o
assist wilh the davetopment of poflicies, programmes, sarvices and plans for companion aramals,

The pravious Commaten's term andad in Septomber 20H2 Nominalions are now being sought
for the naxt term oading in Seplember 2013

Tha Animal Advieory Cammitten will consist of

* Tven 12} Counciliors

= Twa {2} loeal animal professtonals

* Five 5) Wioollahrz Council sesidents, one from gach Wacd within the Municpality.

Each st have et icn signad by a minimum of o [2)
residents fram within the Municipatity and include a eminimum of two (2] forms ol proof of
residente.

[f theeg 2re more prospectve epresentatives than places svailable, the Mayor will determine the
mmembeeshe for that caiego:y based on suitabifity, is and it of repr

a2r¢ss the Council area

Pro-forma nomination farms or harther mformation ean be obraingd by contacting aither Andrea
‘Waghorn by caling 939% 714z,

Please mark your nomination La the atention of Andraa Wagheom, Toam Admimstration Dificar
and post to Woaliahra Councit PO Bax 61, Dauble Bay NSW 1360 or delver ta Customer
Services, 536 New South Head Road. Couble Bay by Wednesdoy G Febrgary 2013

‘Winter Season 2013 ~ Playing Field Allocations .|
Ceunailis curpndly planning the allocation of playing fields for sparting groups witkin the

Municipelity for tha 2013 winter seazon 1 Azl 1o 30 September 2013

informavien on Weollshia's playing fie'ds and applicatan forms for thew use afe avaitable on
Ceuncil’s wel 5ite wwve wopliahra.nsw.gav.au. .

Previous wanter seagen hirees wall ba sent applicaton ferms directly Completed foms ara ta be
retumed to Councit by Wednesday & Febiruary 2013

For further infermation please comact Council's Recrezuenal Bookings Coordinator on 9391
7000,

DAQSE4/12Z 17 Cascade Stenl PADDINGTON

Appllcant: Altis Archfteciore flnspire Isterfors Pry Lid

Internal alorations 1o exsing reund flace; first floor Say window extensicn

DAOO2/13 G2 tnian SuﬂrﬂDDINGTDN

Applicant: Hiss 8 D Forbds

Unaunarised wotks including: demalition of bagk fonce, instalstian of stael posts to Suppon
erdoor & wideming el crossgwer to Union Lane

DACD11/13 12 Victaria Avenue WOOLLAHRA

Applicant: Nr NP B Mrs M D Osborne

Alteratons 17 the frant setback 4164 of e building wath a ciew hargstand gar parkng 3pace,

changes to e front fence and new coossaver

Chambers and Customer Service Centre: 536 New South Head Read Double Bay NSW

Postal; PO Box 61 Dpuble Bay NSW 1360

records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au

» David White Architects Py Ld
Subztantial atieralions & sdditions 1 pxisting dweting, mehuding the demuoiition of the 1850
extansen and construction of 2 new wing. new basement lavels, roof terace & swimming poof
DAIRISD 61 Victoria Road BELLEVUE HILL

Applicant: Wr 8 Nahum

Altesations 2nd additans 1o the existing dwelling-ouse including 4 new <oykie garge atached 1o
the dwelling aed reuse of tha oxisting garage as a gym

The abowe applications, plang and specifications are awaifabla for public nspection at Counzd's
Planrung & Develapment Division Gatween o hours of 8.00em 1o £.00pm Menday o Friday for
15 days from 20 January 2013 unol 13 February 2013 Cn enquiry, please quote the applicanga
teference number.

_Applications to Amend Development Consent .

DAYSTIHL

8 Lorgrworth Avenue POINT FIPER
Applicant: M1 P A B Mrs J L Gearge
Internal and externat Inehuding ion of Inteenal re-

configurations and amendmants to the rool

Demcliion of existing dwalling and canstruction of 2 new Tour starey residendsl gt building
compising three units, basament fevel carpark accessod via Ywolsaley Road, thres swimming peals,
fandscaping and site works

DARDTANI2I2 85 Drumalbyn Read BELLEVUE HILL
Applicant: JIC Properties Pry Lid
Remave troe

Ralurbishment works and BCA upgrade of exsing rasicentist fiat building; iandscepng works and
suEta subdivision into S aly

The abowe applications, plans and specifications are avaitable for putiic inspecton at Council's
Flanning & Oevelopment Dhasion betwaen the hous of B.00Oxm t 4.00pm Monday 1o Fridsy for
15 days fram 3¢ January 2013 untit 13 February 2013. On erquiry, olesst quate the apphzation
relerence number,

Any person who gontends Lhat the enaymant ol their land will be detrimentally atfected if the
prepased development s carried eurt may obiect n writing 1o Councl. Councdl wil not delerming
ha applicaion untl eagivation af the pRALC inspecton pehad and will consider any chjsctians
submmited. Pieaza see PRIVACY NOTIFICATION befow

_ Other Davolopment Applicitic
Adveriised Develgpment |SEPP 55}

DANI9O/1Z
Applicart:

14 Dumaresq Road ROSE BAY
Weir Phillips Architects
Sites for i

and 2dditions to axsting residence, constastlion

on of
of new gatage, relocate pool and removal of streat teees fin front of the subject sitel and
replacament wilh faur malura wees

The zbova spplicationts), planz and spacifications 2t avaitabla for public snspection at Councl's
Flanming & Devolapment Diasion babegen the howrs of 8.00am ta 4.00zm Manday to Erday for
30 days fram 30 January 2043 untd 28 February 2613, On enquity, please quate tha application
refergnca number,

Notice'of Development Consent:
) Issited by Countit

Cevelkapment censent has bean granted for the follawing appheations:

DAD4?1/72 2 Coalong Read VAULLUSE

Alterations & additions:

DAM?SZ 24 Wunuila Road POINT PIPER
Altesations and adivons.

DAO4EI 12 &M New South Head Road ROSE BAY
Strawa subdivision of propemmy

DAC432{12 8-13 Ranfurley Aoad BELLEVDE KLt

Alteraiions and additens 18 convart he sxisting dual eccupsncy tn a single dwefinghouse
DAD4S3M2 22 Wunuila Road POINT PIPER

Alteratigns & additions 12 the axisting dwe'ling, new swemming poal and ancilary strutiures,
Iandscaping and samworks

DApaag/12 24 Hepetoun Avenio VAUCLUSE

New roaf 2ddibans, additicn of skylight & extemal stancasa

The above consanis ave avalable for public inspeciion at Council’s Planning & Development Drdsion
between Bane and 4pm Monday to Fridry.

Tha vafidity of a conseat shall not be n any iegal excent hese

in the Land & Ervnfonmant Court by any parson within thies manths of the date of ts
advertisgmont.

PRIVACY NOTIFICATION .\

Tha supply of parsonal mformatian is voluntary, H persanal infarmation 1$ not provided, Couned may
be tmited in dealing with a is3ion, Submissions, af andlar ramos
and addresses of people making submissions miy bo induded in publicly availatia regorts 10
Coungd or Committe Meetings

Plaase nata that, in accomance wilh section 1801k} of Lhe Privacy and Personal Inlarmatien
Protection At 1958 (MSW, you are advised that 21 submissicas recgvid by Councll in relaton
to any matier will be paced on the aparopriste Council % and may ba disclosad to Councliors,
Couneil Officerz, consuitants ta Coungd or members of the gublic

Pursuant to the Gevarament information [Public Access) Azt 2003 (HSW) tha Counci! may be
chliged 1o sllow & of s inciuding any < YOu may make.

GARY JAMES COUNCIL CHAMBERS
GEMNERAL MANAGER DOUBLE BAY NEW 2028
30 Jznuary 2013
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Wentworth Courier 18 March 2015
Letter to the Editor re: Amalgamations

Democracy at work

WAVERLEY Mayor Sally Betts
and councillors are to be congratu-
lated. In declaring that the council
opposes amalgamation but survey-
ing all residents nonetheless, is an
extremely democratic approach.
(Courier, March 4)

Woollahra Council voted unani-
mously against amalgamation. So
it should, it is well run and finan-
cially sound. However, I note that
two of Waverley Council’s options
(4 and 8) involve an amalgamation
with Woollahra.

The stated advantages of those
amalgamations are, at best, nebu-
lous... “...recognises eastern sub-
urbs connections” and *
potential for more mfegrated plan-
nng."”

One should not consider the
$10.5m ‘Dribe’ by the NSW Govern-
ment as an advaniage.

The biggest loss for Woollahra
(and ofher councils) in any amal-
gamation is the Ioss of a sense of
commumnity that amalgamations
engender,

BRUCE BLAND, Vice-president

Rose Bay Residents Association
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Anne Raxmond

From: _
Sent: Saturday, 21 March 2015 3:31 PM
Subject: FW: Amalgamations,

Re: Amalgamations - According to the Wentworth Courier, opinions are again being sought on this vexed
guestion. Below is a copy of what | wrote in June 2013. I cannot add more really except to reemphasize the loss
of the village type area of Woollahra Municipality. | also reiterate that | cannot see that as far as density of
housing is concerned, how can one compare {even) Rose Bay with developments in the inner city areas. This
should be put to the people as | am aware that this is not regarded positively from Coogee or Maroubra to
Woollahra.  Woollahra should not have to subsidise the poorer municipalities. It is simply not on unless
determined by the people at a plebiscite at the next State election. | have not heard the matter raised by any
political party in the current campaign,

------ Forwarded Message

From S ]

Date: Thu, 27 Jun 2013 22:34:13 +1100

To: <info@localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au>
Conversation: Amalgamations.

Subject: Amalgamations.

Although | am writing in a private capacity, | have been a Committee Member of the Rose Bay Resident’s

Association for 13 years and so | have had many years in dealing with Woollahra Coucil on a wide range of issues on
behalf of many residents.

I certainly see many problems in the amalgamation of such a large area, part of which is purely residential, some
business and residential and some industrial. One size/design/need does not fitall. How can the needs and
requirement of a harbour/ocean suburb be compared with the parts of the City ~ the areas for high rise compared
to the areas where the height is limited to that for the residential area.

The bureaucracy to deal with such a huge area would obviously be large and impersonal whereas we know our
Councillors and the Staff.

Poorer Councils will feed off those with greater funds which could make them al} worse off.

Loss of the personal touch — over the years as a member of the Association, we have helped neighbours/near
neighbours in relation to a particular developments that affects them. We have been to Council on {too many
times to possibly count) it has always been where the developer wants something bigger/wider/longer than the
RDCP permits. [ fail to see how the staff/Councillors in such a large area could be concerned about some of these
smaller and yet very important issues. We have had great success simply because we are a well educated sensible
group of individuals who care about our residents and our area and | hope are seen to work WITH Council. | can
only assume that that same input would be lost. | guess you call this a loss of local identity.

There are so many small issues that go on all the time e.g wanting a tree pruned, cleaning the streets. |cannot
imagine that the GREAT BIG COUNCIL (SOMEWHERE) is going to have the same interest {(more importantly
knowledge to properly understand the problem) as the current Councillors/staff have.

t have recently had some trouble getting a DA through for a driveway into my property because of 1 particular tree
root on an 80 year old tree. My Councillors knows where I live, knows the tree | am talking about — | would lose this
personai touch with amatgamation.
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Finally | have a great example of how A GREAT BIG COUNCIL would not work, In January/early February Ausgrid
came and undertook the annual ‘butchering’ of our street trees. On one tree outside my neighbours home, (we
are semi detached cottages} Ausgrid left twigs around the line into my property — 1 am responsible for the safety of
my line. [ have rung them, filled in a form, rung them again and been told “somebody will come out and do a
report” - when only the clippers were needed. Nothing has happened yet and it is the end of June.

Amalgamated Councils — somebody would have to really persuade me how they were going to work and provide a
better service before this idea got my approval Therefore | object strenuously to the proposal

Rose Bay NSW 2029

------ End of Forwarded Message
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Anne Raxmond
L
From: e
Sent: Monday, 6 April 2015 4:36 PM
Subject: Amalgamations

Attention Mayor Toni Zeltzer and General Manager Gary James

Dear Mayor and General Manager,

I have completed your online survey but I would like to make a separate submission in my capacity as the
President of the History and Heritage Society representing the view of the Society on the heritage
implications of any form of merger with other Councils.

At present all of the four Councils listed as part of proposed 'global city' have Local History Sections of the
Counci! Libraries and all of them have some form of History and/or Heritage Society. Whilst I do know

that the latter are very active I am not so aware of the scope or performance of the former, other than our
own Local History Centre.

Based on my considerable experience and knowledge of the work of the Librarians in our Centre I am
amazed at the extent of their knowledge of the Municipality, particularly relating to heritage and the content
of the records for which they are responsible. I spend quite a lot of time in the Centre and have observed
people coming in and asking quite obscure questions about a building or an event. The Librarians almost
always are able to suggest where the needed information can be found or at least where else it might be
found if the Centre does not hold it.

It is this detailed knowledge of the Municipality that I fear may well be lost or at least watered down if the
Local History Centre is transformed into a 'Global City History Centre' Indeed, they very name is a denial
of anything local!

I also fear that the Local History/Heritage Societies will disappear over time, Residents are particularly
interested in the area in which they live - look at the number of resident groups we have in Woollahra -
Darling Point, Paddington, Queen Street, Double Bay, Harbourview Park, Rose Bay, Vaucluse and Watsons

Bay to name but many. It is difficult to see how these groups would operate with a large centralised Local'
History Centre.

I acknowledge that there are some excellent centralised establishments that deal with heritage - the
State/Mitchell Library, State Archives, the National Library and National Archives. But I doubt that they
go down to the detail that each Local History Centre does or would even want to.

I think that is probably enough to demonstrate my concerns about the effect that the proposed
amalgamations would have on what is, at present, a very effective means of both providing information to
residents on specific questions and promoting interest in local history and heritage.



Telephones: ' X
Paddington NSW

All-correspondence to:
E-mails:

7% April 2014 (posted and e-mailed)

Mayor Toni Zeltzer
Woollahra Counecil

Redleaf

536 New South Head Road
DOUBLE BAY NSW 2028

Dear Madam Mayor

We have attempted to complete the Micromex Research online survey on council _
amalgamation but I am not confident that it worked on this occasion and we strongly want
the Council and the State to know that we should passionately reject any amalgamation.

We have lived at our current address — which we own — in Hargrave Street, Paddington
for more than 40 years, and we should not want to be anywhere else. OQur terrace house is
small but it is magnificently located within walking distance of the Sydney Opera House,
the city, Bondi Beach, churches, concert halls and at least four universities.

We find your Council, Madam, far from perfect. Too many roads and footways are in a
shocking state while others are prettied up. Garbage collection seems to be unsupervised
and the operators treat it as a game to see who can destroy our bins fastest.

But we know of no fault with the Council that would not be very much worse following
amalgamation.

It is logical that the fewer people to be served and the smaller the area in which they are,
the better the service can be. This is a universal principle. It is the réason why the world's
most desirable locations are federations. It is not just Australia: think of the United
States, Canada, Germany... The ongoing centralisation of functions during the 20th
century with the Commonwealth assuming more and more involvement in what should be
State issues has not improved services except for a vast and ever-growing multitude of .
public service managers.

We think it is possible that amalgamation could result in cost savings but at a totally
unacceptable deterioration in service and responsiveness to local needs. If retaining the
Council's individuality will have a cost penalty we are prepared to live with that.

We wish you and your Council early and unequivocal success in this. -
We don't want to have a Fit.

Sincerel
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uouble Bay,
NSW. 1360.
Aprit 9th, 2015

The Mayor, Cr. Zeitzer,
Woollahra Municipal Council,
Double Bay, NSW, 2028

Dear Cr. 2eltzer,

Amalgamation of Woollahra Munigipality into ‘global city'

Before commenting on details of the State Government's abovementioned

proposal on amalgamations, i wouid like to mention two over-riding
observations;-

1) “Local Government”

In my opinion ‘Local Government’ means ‘local’ which surely relates to
matters affecting our properties and surrounding areas. .

This proposed amalgamation would take away our ‘local’ rights, as Woollahra
Munricipality would become and insignificant part of a greater whole, known as

a ‘global city'.

2) Expensive and unrequired change

Just as the Federal Government is trying to convince the population to

become more self-refiant, and to demand.less.from.government.this-concept
of‘amalgamation is being proposed by the State Government.

A whole new management infrastructure would be required to operate the
amalgamated municipalities. From past experience, it is well known how
expensive bureaucracy is.

My personal observations and objections

We came to live in Woollahra Municipality because we liked the area. If it
becomes amalgamated, it will obviously have to be managed in the same way
for the ‘new’ areas, which will probably necessitate higher rates and taxes.
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Even the natural features, for example Sydney Harbour, the ocean, iniand
areas, etc. are not homogenous areas, and will have different requirements
from each other, necessitating more bureaucracy.

Planning requirements should be 'local’ matters, not laid down by outside
authorities fike the Land and Environment Court.

Welfare requirements will probably be different for the néwly acquired
municipalities — another factor to be avoided.

Allin all, this whole idea seems to be the first steps by the State Government
to take control of Local Government (in other words, municipalities).
Conclusion

| stand by my 2013 opposition to a ‘global city’ amalgamation and support

Woollahra remaining a 'stand-alone Council'.

Yours Faithfuily,
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Anne Raxmond

From: _
Sent: Tuesday, 14 April 2015 6:54 PM
Subject: Wollahra Council gets my vote

{ would love Woollahra Councit to aquire Elizabeth Bay during the new counci! mergersl

Woollahra Council has understood the value of preserving residenital amentity. Elizabeth Bay used to be leafy old
style like Woollahra until the City of Sydney started wrecking it.

We have a lovely wide and round country town style intersection, which they are going to square and narrow to make
way for more cafes. We had lovely black bitumen streets with dirt tfree beds, convict bricks and terra cofta pots of

Tuscan style wild foilage, however they have replaced these with shopping centre style chip bark tree beds and white
concrete.

1 think City of Sydney could do a better job not meddling with our residential areas but managing built commercial

areas, like the CBD to Strathfield and Auburn. These builf suburbs, which are aestheficly horrible, would actually
benefit from the City of Sydney's contributions.

The City of Sydney does not care about residents, and essentially serves business. There are many noise and social
problems caused by poorly designed development consents. This reason is also why City of Sydney would better
serve built neighhourhcods like CBD to Strathfield and Auburn.

Elizabeth Bay NSW 2011
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Anne Raxmond

From; B @
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 10:45 AM
Subject: Re: Please do not amalgamate the council

oe= [

Thank you for your prompt and comprehensive reply.
It is appreciated - K

Sent from my iPad

Cn 14 May 2015, at 3:00 pm, Stephen Dunshea <Stephen.Dunshea@woollahra.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
oear [

Thank you for taking the time to forward your comments to Council in relation to the potential
amalgamation of Woollahra Council,

Council is still preparing its Fit for the Future submission to the Stage Government which will
present Council's adopted position of seeking to remain a stand-alone council. Subject to the timing
of finalising this submission, we are looking to place the submission on public exhibition and seek
community feedback before lodging it with the State Government by 30 June 2015. Further
information in this regard will be provided on our website and promoted through the local media.
your
Other methods by which you couid express your comments would be through making
representation to the Member and cofor Vauciuse, The Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MP and to the
Minister for Local Government, The Hon. Paul Toole, MP. Contact details are as follows:

The Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MP

Member for Vaucluse

Email: vaucluse@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Electorate Office: 330 New South Head Road DOUBLE BAY NSW 2028
Mail: PO Box 560 DOUBLE BAY NSW 1360

Phone: (02) 9326 1856

Fax: (02) 9328 1132

The Hon. Paul Toole, MP

Minister for Locat Government

GPO Box 5341

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Phone: {02) 8574 7000

Fax: {02) 9339 5552

Email paul.toole@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Further, the State Government has recently announced the appointment of the Independent Pricing
& Regulatory Tribunal {IPART] as the expert panel tasked with assessing councif submissions against
the Fit for the Future assessment criteria. IPART have advised that once they have received all
council submissions they wili also accept public submissions on Fit for the Future proposals until 31
July 2015 to assist with their assessment. | also encourage you to forward comments to IPART at



Page105

the appropriate time. Council will keep residents advised in this regard through our website and
iocal media.

Thank you again for your interest in this matter.
Regards,
Stephen Dunshea

Director Corporate Services
Woollahra Municipal Council

536 New South Head R 028
p +612 9391 7014 m

w www.woollahra,nsw.gov.au e stephen.dunshea@woollahra.nsw.gov.au

Our Values: Respect for People | Integrity and Excellent Performance | Professional Quality
Service | QOpen Accountable Communication

-----Original Message-----
From: [ :

Sent: Wednesday, 13 May 2015 10:00 AM
To: Records

Subject: Please do not amalgamate the council

| have just been to the website and read the debate on amalgamating councils.

t am strongly opposed to this. Is there somewhere | can register that viewpoint formally please? |
want to do my bit to support keeping beautiful Woollahra.

Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com




Swlees

___ —

From: I

Sent: Friday, 29 May 2015 2:22 PM
Subject: Thanks for refusing to amalgamate with Waverley Council,
Mayor Toni Zeltzer

Thanks to you and your council for refusing to amalgamate with Waverley Council.

One reason given was the lack of caring for trees and the natural environment in Waverley. As we all know
trees are our biggest asset because they help with salinity problems, clean the air from air pollution - which
is one of the major killers, beautify the area and protect the painting in our buildings.

If the State Government wants to save taxpayers’ money the best way is to stop duplication from State and
Federal Government on Education and Health and at the same time stop blaming each other when
something goes wrong.

The only thing we need in Sydney is an Excellent Public Transport System, and Buildings that are well
built. We need to stop creating buildings that since the introduction of private certifiers we all know that
around 85% have defects and some of them as shown on the ABC 7.30 Report 27/5/2015 are a time bomb
because the developers are using cheap imported materials.

Thanks again!!

Vaucluse
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Anne Raymond
L S A I
From: N
Sent: Monday, 1 Juhe 2015 7:51 AM
Subject: OBJECTION - ARE WE BEING BULLIED INTO ACCEPTING AMALGAMATION?

Dear Councillors

For months now | have noted that Waverley Council's news appears to take precedence over that of
Woollahra Council's news in the Wentworth Courier.

When did Waverley become a dominant council in Wentworth or has Woollahra already rolled over
and agreed to amaigamation with Waverley Council despite significant local opposition to such a
merger. To my observations it certainly appears to be the case.

There is an academic proposition under the heading "patterns of persuasion” and it goes like this -
propositions are presented to an electorate by the media both print and electronic, emails, the media,
local press, advertising etc. Those messages are planted in the psyche of residents -that is - that
proposition is planted in the minds of those who hear it and take it on board as acceptable it is not
guestioned and it becomes part of the accepted norms.

| have lived in Woollahra since the 1960's and Waverley had never taken the ascendant position in
Woeollahra Municipality. Waverley Council's news was never published in the Wentworth Courier
and certainly NOT IN THE DOMINANT POSITION SUCH NEWS NOW OCCUPIES IN OUR LOCAL W
ENTWORTH COURIER NEWSFAPER,

It is offensive to me that Waverley Council's news it taking precedent in our local newspaper
presenting it at page 4 etc. and Woollahra council news some ten or more pages on in the
newspaper where you have to search for it. The point is that Waverley council news is the first to

be read by readers and assumes in peoples’ minds a dominant position maybe even the dominant
council.

Who does decide the council's newsletter position in the newspaper? Please don't tell me it is
based on economics and the cost of the position is a consideration.

It seems to me that either Waverley Council is controlling the agenda and Wooliahra Council may be
acquiescing in the face of something of a bully!

The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are confidential and are intended solely for
the addressee. Please notify the sender immediately by return if you are not the intended addressee.
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Anne Raymond

From: ]
Sent: : Wednesday, 10 Ju. . 2015 5:57 PM
Subject: No Amalgamation

To The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP

e I

Socrates suggested that children be taken away from their parents at birth and raised communally by the State.

Fortunately no-one took him seriously....until now.

Apparently the NSW State Government is seriously considering dramatic council amalgamations into a few mega
councils, effectively turning the inhabitants of local areas into anonymous wards of the State.

This may make administration of and liaison with the Councils easier for the Government, but I'm not sure it has any
benefit whatsoever for the local inhabitants, certainly not for those who, like me, reside in the generally very well
run and well maintained Woollahra Council area.

On the contrary | can see only significant negatives if Woollahra were forced to merge with its neighbouring
councils:

1. Potential hefty rate rises of between 22% and 53%.

2. Corresponding rate reductions for Randwick residents which would cause unnecessary disparity and
inequality within the same council.

3. Minimal representation on an amalgamated Council — present estimates suggest as few as two councilors
from the whole of an area stretching from Vaucluse all the way through to Paddington.

4. Aloss of identity and diminished voice on local issues.

5. Inconvenience of dealing with a faceless mega council seated many kilometers away catering to up to halfa
million residents.

6. Vast majority of Woollahra residents do not want their counci! to be amalgamated.

Doubtless there will be huge costs involved in administering these mergers and potentially greater costs through the
inherent inefficiencies of maintaining much larger organizations and then even more huge costs involved in de-
amalgamating them again in a few years’ time as has already happened in many other parts of Australia.

In fact there is not a single shred of evidence of the success of council amalgamation, neither in terms of better
services nor greater cost savings and consequently one can only assume it is nothing other than short sighted hubris
that has convinced this Government to pursue such a policy in the face of all the prevailing evidence, not to mention
in the face of local resident dissent in what is supposed to be a free and fair democracy.

I heartily encourage you:
1. Not to support these council amalgamations
2. Not to support what can only be described as unauthorized “bribes” using tax payers money to entice
impoverished councils to amalgamate voluntarily
3. And most of all, not to support any forced amalgamations.

Many thanks for your kind consideration.

Yours sincerely,
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Anne Ra!mond

From:
Sent: Thursday, 11 June 2015 12:45 PM
Subject: No Amalgamation

To Hon Paul Toole MP

Dear Mr. Toole,

| am writing to you today as a resident of Double Bay to lend my support to the Woollahra Council No Amalgamation
campaign.

I won’t go into alf the obvious reasons why, regarding rate increases, rate disparities between suburbs, loss of
identity and lack of local representation, as I'm sure they’ll be amply covered by all the other correspondence you
receive and campaign material you see,

What concerns me most, as a lifetime Liberal supporter, is that a Liberal government would force a Liberal Council

to amalgamate with its neighbouring councils in direct contrast to the firmly held opinion of its mainly Liberal
electorate.

I recognize that it is not your seat, but I'm sure you would agree, as an elected official, that it would have to be one
the greatest insults to a party’s support netwark in the history of democracy and given that 80% of Woollahra
residents vehemently oppose forced amalgamation, anything but democratic,

Woollahra Council is and has been for many years a very well run municipality. | can see no single advantage to any
local resident from amalgamation. | understand the Government’s broad policy to attempt to reduce the red tape
and cost of bureaucracy, but that cannot be at the expense of the quality of life of its people. Especially when there
isn’t a shred of evidence from Australia or the world to suggest that Council amalgamation reduces either red tape
or costs or improves the quality of life of anyone, except perhaps the Minister for Local Government, although even
that remains to be proven. In fact, on the contrary, there are plenty of examples of Councils who have

amalgamated, pretty quickly de-amalgamating, precisely because their efficiency and effectiveness decreased whilst
their costs increased.

By all means investigate the principle of amalgamation. By all means allow those Councils who for some reason see
merit in amalgamating to volunteer to do so. But please do not use tax payers’ hard earned cash to offer significant
financial inducements, bribes by any other name, to underperforming, poorly managed Councils to entice them to
volunteer. And please, under no circumstances, force any Council to amalgamate against the clear wishes of its
residents, especially not one as well. managed as Woollahra and one with such a majority of your own supporters,
not to mention members of other parties, in opposition to amalgamation.

Your sincerely,

Double Bay,
NSW, 2028.






