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The community’s most preferred scenario:

• 69%   Northern Beaches Council 

• 20%   Warringah alone (Status Quo)

•  6% Manly and Warringah

•  2% Pittwater and Warringah

•  3% Split Warringah

These results support data from two representative 
telephone surveys conducted in 2014 and 2015 
(Jetty Research 2014 and Micromex Research 2015)

Strong community feedback:

• 2,001 submissions (online surveys or written)

• 1,300 conversations at community engagement stalls 

• 420 comments on social media

• Over 200,000 people reached on social media

 

CONSULTATION RESULTS
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CONSULTATION RESULTS, 
BY LGA
There is strong support for 
one Northern Beaches Council across 
all three Local Government Areas
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• It makes sense 

• Get on with it Premier 

• 1 council is the only way to go! I really 
don’t like any other ideas!  

• Go for full amalgamation. Let us become 
one great community 

• I can’t wait to see one Northern Beaches 
Council, it should have happened 
years ago  

• Time to think big. The Northern beaches 
is an identity all residents of the 3 councils 
can relate to 

• Increased efficiencies and effectiveness 

• The Northern beaches is a total community 

• No need to have three separate councils 
duplicating services 

• We are paying for too many councils 

• Have a bigger say on larger issues

SAMPLE OF COMMUNITY SENTIMENT
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• Benefits of a unified northern beaches 
outweighs all other scenarios. It would 
improve the quality of life living here to 
have equal access and benefits across the 
peninsula, and makes it worth paying the 
exorbitant costs to live here 

• I totally agree with the Northern Beaches 
Council recommendation and feel the 
benefits for all the Northern Beaches 
residents are tangible and significant  

• It has always amazed me how many 
tiny LGAs Sydney has. Fragmented, 
uncoordinated and wasteful. Just plain 
dumb. Large scale amalgamations are way 
overdue 

• I think it’s ridiculous such a small area has 
three councils. Australia is over-governed 
for such a small nation 

• The Northern Beaches is an ideal area to 
have one council. It is easily defined from 
other areas. Warringah…now has the best 
performance and service of either Manly 
or Pittwater. In hindsight, Pittwater should 
never have been allowed to split from 
Warringah 

SAMPLE OF COMMUNITY QUOTES
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Advertising in Local Community Newspaper, The Manly Daily
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W W W. N O RT H E R N B E A C H E S . S Y D N E Y

DON'T SPLIT THE NORTHERN BEACHES
Let’s unite to create a more effective and efficient Northern Beaches Council  
for our community ... it just makes sense.
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PRESENTATION AND CONSULTATION 
MATERIALS
Apendix 3.1C

Fit For Future
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IMAGINE THIS...

Improved playgrounds, 
sportsfields and parks

Full-time Mayor 
to meet your needs

Improved waste management 
and more recycling

Less red tape for businesses and 
organisations dealing with Council

Extra love for 
Brookvale Oval

One beach parking sticker for 
all the northern beaches

One voice to more effectively lobby for better 
roads and public transport (about time!)

What future do you want for the northern beaches? These are all possible if we had 
one new northern beaches council. Share your ideas at www.northernbeaches.sydney.

NORTH HEAD
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NORTH HEAD

WWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY

Environment improved with coordinated 
management and greater resources

One set of planning rules and 
faster DA processing

One Council (not three) to manage 
lagoons and waterways 

One voice to work better with 
State health bodies

Coordinated coastal management 
and beach services

BARRENJOEY HEAD

40km

Protection of the lifestyle 
for your children
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Northern Beaches Recreational Activities
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WWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY - Dedicated community engagement website and social media properties (over 27,000 visits)
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Fit for Future Brochure - Distributed to Warringah LGA (57,500 households)
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Fit For Future Peninsula Living Insert - Distributed to Manly, Warringah and Pittwater LGA’s (87,000 households)
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Waste Calendar / Fit For Future Inclusion - Distributed to Warringah LGA households, June 2015
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Fit For Future / Recycling Awareness  - Distributed to Warringah LGA households, May 2015
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Fit for Future Reply Paid Response form - Distributed to Warringah LGA via Rates Notice July 2015



18FIT FOR FUTUREWWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY 11FIT FOR THE FUTUREWWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY

Fit for Future Reply Paid Response form - Distributed to Warringah LGA via Rates Notice July 2015



19FIT FOR FUTUREWWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY 12FIT FOR THE FUTUREWWW.NORTHERNBEACHES.SYDNEY

Warringah Matters Winter 2015 - Preliminary Results Published - Distributed to Warringah LGA households, June 2015
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Warringah Matters Winter 2015 - Preliminary Results Published, - Distributed to Warringah LGA households, June 2015
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Community Engagement - Display materials & public information sessions including presence at local community markets (1 of 38 outreach activities)
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Fit For Future - Scenario summary and survey materials
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Digital displays at Local community centres and prominent outdoor positioning
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Fit for Future - Email from Mayor Regan to n on resident rate payers (over 2,300 recipients)
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Fit For Future - Brochure and letter from the Mayor to non-resident rate payers (4,200) 
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Fit For Future - Brochure and letter from the Mayor to non-resident rate payers 
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Advertising in Local Community Newspaper, The Manly Daily (56 display messages including advertisements, Council notices and Mayoral messages) 

MANLY DAILY EDITION -  07 MAR 2015

MANLY DAILY EDITION - 07 MAR 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 14 MAR 2015

MANLY DAILY EDITION - 21 MAR 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 28 MAR 2015
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MANLY DAILY EDITION - 18 APR 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 28 APR 2015MANLY DAILY EDITION - 04 APR 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 11 APR 2015

MANLY DAILY EDITION - 09 MAY 2015MANLY DAILY EDITION - 2 MAY 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 16 MAY 2015 MANLY DAILY EDITION - 23 MAY 2015
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Sydney Morning Herald - June 27, 2015

‘‘...look beyond today 
into the future.’’
The Hon Paul Toole
Local Government Minister
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Manly Daily - June 27, 2015

‘‘Warringah Council’s 
position on local 
government reform could 
not be more clear - unite the 
northern Beaches.’’
Michael Regan
Warringah Mayor
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Fit for Future Preliminary Consultation Results Pack - Provided to Premier, Mike Baird, 1 May 2015
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Fit for Future Preliminary Consultation Results Pack - Provided to IPART, 20 May 2015
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Fit for Future Preliminary Consultation Results Pack - Provided to The Honorable Paul Toole MP, Minister For local Government, 18 June 2015
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Sample of community sentiment

“Benefits of a unified northern beaches outweighs all other scenarios. It would improve the 
quality of life living here to have equal access and benefits across the peninsula, and makes 
it worth paying the exorbitant costs to live here.”

“I totally agree with the Northern Beaches Council recommendation and feel the benefits for 
all the Northern Beaches residents are tangible and significant.” 

“It has always amazed me how many tiny LGAs Sydney has. Fragmented, uncoordinated 
and wasteful. Just plain dumb. Large scale amalgamations are way overdue.”

“I think it’s ridiculous such a small area has three councils. Australia is over-governed for 
such a small nation.”

“The Northern Beaches is an ideal area to have one council. It is easily defined from other 
areas. Warringah…now has the best performance and service of either Manly or Pittwater. 
In hindsight, Pittwater should never have been allowed to split from Warringah.” 

Survey response, www.northernbeaches.sydney - April 2015

Survey response, www.northernbeaches.sydney - April 2015

Survey response, www.northernbeaches.sydney - April 2015

Survey response, www.northernbeaches.sydney - April 2015

Survey response, www.northernbeaches.sydney - April 2015

It makes sense. 

Time to think big.   

The Northern 

beaches is an 

identity all residents 

of the 3 councils 

can relate to.
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This document has been produced by Warringah Council, 18 June 2015


