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INTRODUCTION 
 
Strathfield Council has extensively consulted with its local community since the 
commencement of the Local Government Reform process to ensure that Council was guided 
by the views of its community in responding to these processes.   
 
In each engagement with the local community, the community has indicated overwhelmingly 
that they support Strathfield Council to stand alone and are opposed to Council 
amalgamation.   
 
The most recent engagement was a community survey conducted by independent research 
company IRIS, which indicated that 81.4% of the Strathfield community supported a stand-
alone Strathfield Council with working with other councils on regional issues as opposed to 
the merger of the six Inner West Councils.  This result was similar to the online survey 
conducted by Council using similar questions.   
 
Community consultations 
 
The following direct consultations have been undertaken:  
 
Community views on ‘Fit for the Future’ (May-June 2015)  
 
12 page ‘Future of Strathfield Council: Information Pack’ 
issued to all households in Strathfield with copies available 
at Strathfield’s libraries and customer service centres 
 

 Community 
Information 

Independent Telephone Community Survey – Fit for the 
Future Options  
 

 Survey/Interviews 

Online Community Survey -– Fit for the Future Options (1-
28 June 2015) 
 

 Survey/Interviews 

Information Sessions at Strathfield Library – 6 June 2015 
 

 Information sessions 

Information Sessions at Strathfield Library – 13 June 2015 
 

 Information sessions 

Community views on amalgamations  (March-April 2015) 
 
Community information issued to all households on the ‘Fit 
for the Future’ program containing financial information 
provided by Morrison Low.  

 Community 
Information 

Community petition and online survey  
 

 Surveys 

Amalgamation awareness (February 2013) 
 

  

Council commissioned independent polling company I-view 
to ascertain community views on amalgamation 

 Community Survey 
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Community Consultation on ‘Fit for the Future’ Options 
 
In May 2015, information outlining Council’s options, consistent with the Independent Local 
Government Panel recommendations on Strathfield Council was issued to each household 
in Strathfield Local Government Area.   
 
The information titled ‘Future of Strathfield Council: Information Pack’ provided balanced 
information on Council’s options and information relevant to each option.   
 
The community were invited to participate by: 
 

 Phone survey - Random sample community survey conducted by independent 
research consultant 

 Online survey -  Complete the survey online via www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au 
 Displays -  Drop in to our display of information at Council’s customer service centre 

and libraries, view the information and complete the community survey. 
 Information Sessions - Meet with Council representatives to discuss the proposals on 

Saturday 6 June, 10am – 12 noon or Saturday 13 June, 10am – 12 noon at 
Strathfield Library. 

 Website - View up to date information on Council’s website - 
www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au 

 
Phone Survey 
 
To ensure that this process was supported by independent analysis, Council commissioned 
IRIS Research to conduct an independent community phone survey on Fit for the Future 
program.  Over 805 interviews were conducted.  The ‘Future of Strathfield Council: 
Information Pack’  was issued in early June and a copy of the survey questions was issued 
with Strathfield Scene in early June 2015, so that participants would have knowledge of the 
issue prior to the interview.  
 
The survey has overwhelmingly confirmed that the Strathfield community support Strathfield 
as a stand alone council working with other councils and rejected the option of Inner West 
council amalgamation.  
 
81.4% supported Strathfield as a stand alone Council. The suburbs of highest support were 
Homebush West (85%), Strathfield (82.8%), Greenacre (81.5%) and Homebush (80%). 
 
All age groups were recorded over 70% in support.  The two highest groups were aged 65+ 
(91.5%) and 18-29 years (85.9%).   
 
75.6% considered the local identity of Strathfield to be ‘important’ or ‘very important’ to them. 
The highest areas of response were Homebush West, Strathfield, Chullora and Strathfield 
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South (note that both Greenacre and Chullora reported 100% agreement to the question of 
importance of local Strathfield identity). 
 
The majority of people agreed that a large council would be less responsive, rates would 
increase and that representation in a larger council would reduce.  The majority did not 
support the proposition that a large council is more cost effective and delivers better services 
for residents.  
 
Online Survey 
 
Council conducted online survey hosted via the Council website www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au 
using Survey Monkey software. The survey was open from 1 June 2015 to 28 June 2015. 
This survey asked similar questions to the telephone survey but gave residents and 
ratepayers the opportunity to directly comment on the Options presented in the Fit for the 
Future flyer.  
 
A full copy of the survey results is attached including individual comments from survey 
respondents.   
 
Total survey responses – 202 
 
Preferred options for Strathfield Council 
  

1. 85.15% supported stand-alone Strathfield Council but working in collaboration with 
other councils on regional issues 

2. 14.85% support merger of the six Inner West Councils 
 
Reasons for support for preferred options  
 

 Refer to full survey results – too numerous to list. 
 
Agreement statements 
 
Statements Strongly 

agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
Can’t 
say 

 
Representation for local residents in an 
amalgamated council will be reduced 
 

 
72.96% 

 
12.58% 5.66 3.77% 3.77% 1.26% 

 
Larger local councils would deliver more 
effective and better services for residents 
and communities 
 

6.96% 10.13% 6.33% 24.68% 45.57% 6.33% 

 
A larger local council would be less 
responsive to local communities and 

67.50% 15.63% 5.63% 3.75% 5.00% 2.50% 
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rates would increase 
 
 
Importance of Strathfield’s local identity 
 

Very important 77.50% 

Important 10.63% 

Somewhat important 7.63% 

Not very important 2.50% 

Not at all important 3.75% 

 
Personal data: 
 

 91.77% of respondents were home owners. 
 65.82% had lived in Strathfield more than 10 years, the next highest was 15.82% of 

persons living in Strathfield 1-5 years. 
 64.10% lived in Strathfield, the next highest were Strathfield South (12.82%) and 

Homebush (12.82%) 
 39.10% of respondents were aged 30-49 years, 28.21% were 50-64 years, 25% were 

65 and over.   
 
Community Views on Amalgamation of Strathfield Council 

In March 2015, Council issued a flyer to residents regarding the outcomes of the report from 
Morrison Low on financial modelling of the Inner West Council proposal.  Council requested 
responses from the community regarding the proposal to amalgamate Council with other 
Inner West councils.  

 A total of 395 responses were received to the online petition.  The results were 383 
against amalgamation representing 96.96% of responses received.   

 A total of 306 responses were received in the mail using the tear off sheets. The 
results were 306 against amalgamation representing 97.06% of responses received.   

A copy of the comments made by the community is attached.  

General Community views on Amalgamation 

Strathfield Council commissioned polling company I-view to undertake a phone poll of the 
Strathfield community regarding their views on amalgamation. The poll was conducted 
between 20 May 2013 and 24 May 2015.  I-view is a leading market and social research 
data collection agency with over 30 years’ experience. 
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I-view phone polled a group of 800 residents from the Strathfield Local Government Area. 
The margin of error for a sample size of 800 is approximately 3.5%.. 

87% of respondents were aware of the amalgamation debate.  84% believed that no 
decision should be made to amalgamate Strathfield Council without it first being put to a 
referendum or Strathfield residents.  

Respondents were asked about the NSW Government plan to amalgamate Strathfield 
Council with Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay (with possibility of Leichhardt and Marrickville 
Councils), 70% indicated their opposition to this proposal. specifically to Strathfield being 
amalgamated. 

Reasons for opposing amalgamation included: 

 Strathfield should stay Strathfield.  I don’t want it to merge its identity with 
neighbouring councils (37%) 

 Strathfield is well managed. Merging with neighbouring council areas would drag 
Strathfield down (33%) 

 Concern that council rates would increase and would not stay in Strathfield (18%) 
 Concern about impact on property values (10%) 
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Inventory of consultations, meetings and engagements on local government reform 
process including Fit for the Future 
 
Dates Action Type 

 
28 June 2015 Online Community Survey closes -– Fit for the Future 

Options (1-28 June 2015) 
 

Survey 

18 June 2015 Council considers and endorses the report on 
Council’s Fit for the Future submission 
 

Council meeting 

16 June 2015 Council Column in Inner West Courier – ‘Future of 
Strathfield Council: Information Pack’ has issued 
reminding residents and businesses to have their say 

Newspaper 

13 June 2015 Information Sessions at Strathfield Library – 13 June 
2015 
 

Information 
sessions 

6 June 2015 Information Sessions at Strathfield Library – 6 June 
2015 
 

Information 
sessions 

June 2015 Independent Telephone Community Survey – Fit for 
the Future Options – conducted by IRIS research  
 

Survey/Interviews 

June 2015 Copy of the phone survey questions distributed with 
June 2015 edition to Strathfield Scene to each 
household 
 

Community 
Information 

June 2015 Strathfield Scene – ‘We will lose our voice: the next 
generation of voters speaks out about Council 
mergers’, ‘130 years of proud local government’, ‘The 
Fight continues’, ‘Rival Councils told “Hands off 
Strathfield”, ‘Property could fall’, ‘Council to lobby 
Governor’, ‘Council spells out the Facts and Urges 
Residents “Give your own views on Mergers”. 

Newspaper 

2 June 2015 Council Column in Inner West Courier – advises 
community of the Fit for the Future phone surveys and 
issue of the information packs 
 

Newspaper 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – Sydney Metropolitan Mayors – Fit 
for the Future Resolutions 
 

Council meeting 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – write to the NSW Governor 
opposing forced amalgamation. 
 

Council meeting 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – provide funds to community 
based groups in the fight against amalgamations 
 

Council meeting 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – recommit to anti-amalgamation 
fund and a workshop to be held. 
 

Council meeting 
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Dates Action Type 
 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – that results from the Anti-
Amalgamation petition be accepted.  
 

Council meeting 

2 June   2015 Council resolution – Strathfield Council writes to 5 
Inner West Councils plus Auburn and Bankstown 
Councils to state that Strathfield Council can stand 
alone, will not agree to any boundary adjustments and 
Council will be making a stand alone submission.  
 

Council meeting 

May 2015 Information displays on Fit for the Future at Strathfield 
Council’s Customer Service Centre and Libraries.  
Information also published on information screens at 
Homebush Library and Strathfield Customer Service 
Centre 
 

Information 
Displays 

May 2015 Council website at www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au 
updated with information on the Fit for the Future 
Options information and how community can 
participate in providing comments and feedback 
 

Community 
Information 

May 2015 12 page The ‘Future of Strathfield Council: 
Information Pack’ issued to all households in 
Strathfield with copies available at Strathfield’s 
libraries and customer service centres 
 

Community 
Information 

26 May   2015 Council resolution – note that the other five Inner 
West Councils are not supporting the Panel 
recommendations, that any council including an 
amalgamation proposal with Strathfield Council will 
not be agreed to.  
 

Council meeting 

19 May 2015 Council column – Inner West Courier – Mayor’s 
Message that Council will be making a submission to 
IPART on the basis that Council will stand alone. 
 

Newspaper 
 

5 May   2015 Council resolution – resolved to write to Premier 
regarding appointment of IPART as expert advisory 
panel and concerns with consultancy appointments, 
assessment criteria, deadlines for review of 
methodology and to write to NSW Councils, Sydney 
Metropolitan Mayors and LGNSW advising of Council 
resolution.  
 

Council meeting 

5 May  2015 Council resolution – that results from the Anti-
Amalgamation petition be accepted.  
 

Council meeting 

9 April  2015 Council resolution – that Council write to local MPs, 
Premier, Minster for Local Government and Members 
of the Legislative Assembly and Council regarding 

Council meeting 
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Dates Action Type 
 

council position on amalgamation. 
 

16 March 
2015 

Flyer issued to all households in Strathfield Council 
area on ‘Fit for the Future’ program with tear-off reply 
or access to an online survey via Council website. 
 

Community 
Information/Survey

3 March  2015 Council resolution – that results from the Anti-
Amalgamation campaign be accepted.  
 

Council meeting 

2 March 2015 Amalgamation flyer issued to all households in 
Strathfield Council area with tear-off reply or access to 
an online survey via Council website. 
 

Community 
Information/Survey

March 2015 Strathfield Scene – ‘What Council mergers will mean 
for the Oasis of the West’ and ‘Council mergers how 
you’ll suffer’ 

Newspaper 

24 February 
2015 

Council resolution – that results from the Anti-
Amalgamation petition be accepted.  
 

Council meeting 

10 February 
2015 

Council Column – Inner West Courier – petition open 
for residents to have their say on proposed Inner 
West merger. 
 

Newspaper 

3 February 
2015 

Council resolution - acceptance of Council report on 
Anti-Amalgamation campaign, approval for display of 
banner on Council offices, approval of expenditure. 
  

Council meeting 

February 2015 Strathfield Scene – ‘Residents to be slugged $320 in 
rates increases under merged Councils, Strathfield 
warns’ 

Newspaper 

January 2015 Anti-Amalgamation banners erected on Council 
buildings and key locations 
 

Banners 

26 January 
2015 

Flyer on likely impacts of amalgamation based on 
financially modeling from Morrison Low issued to all 
households in Strathfield.  
 

Community 
Information 
 

27 January 
2015 

Council column in Inner West Courier - Mayors 
Message – Comments on NSW Government’s 
recommendation to merge Strathfield Council with five 
other Inner West Councils 
 

Newspaper 

23 December 
2014 

Council resolution – acceptance of Council report on 
the Anti-Amalgamation campaign and expenditure. 
 

Council meeting 

2 December 
2014 

Council resolution – Reaffirm commitment to anti-
amalgamation fund and a councillor workshop be 
called to review work to date 

Council meeting 
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Dates Action Type 
 

December 
2014/January 
2015 

Strathfield Scene articles ‘Don’t fall into council 
merger trap’ warns Cr Datta. 

Newspaper 

4 November 
2014 

Council resolution – that Anti-Amalgamation Reform 
Taskforce conduct a workshop to discuss working with 
other Inner West Councils to fight amalgamation.  A 
resolution on Amalgamation regarding Fit for the 
Future program.  
 

Council meeting 

October 2014 Morrison Low engaged to provide financial modeling 
and analysis in regard to Fit for the Future 
 

Financial modeling

7 October 
2014 

Council resolution – allocated funds to a fighting fund 
about forced amalgamations and councillor workshop 
be held. 
 

Council meeting 

October 2014 Strathfield Scene – ‘$100,000 fund to save our 
council’, ‘Questions the Premier wouldn’t answer’ 

Newspaper 

23 September 
2014 

Council column in Inner West Courier - Mayors 
Message – Comments on NSW Government’s 
incentives for amalgamating councils 

Newspaper 

10 September 
2014 

Media Release – Drop plans to blackmail and bribe 
Strathfield into selling out residents 
 
 

Media Release 

2 September 
2014 

Council resolution – write to Minister Toole regarding 
statements recommending Strathfield Council merger 
with other inner west councils, that a report be 
prepared to issue to community and commence 
program of community engagement.  
 

Council meeting 

September 
2014 

Strathfield Scene – ‘Arrogant’ state out to amalgamate Newspapers 

9 January 
2014 

Media Release – Strathfield Council rejects report’s 
merger recommendations  
 

Media Release 

3 December 
2013 

Council resolution – commends comments by Premier 
Barry O’Farrell on amalgamation and panel reports 
 

Council meeting 

4 June 2013 Council resolution – to make joint submission to Panel 
with Ashfield, Burwood and Canada Bay Council, 
provide information to community on Panel and 
encourage resident participation at community 
meetings 

Council meeting 

4 June 2013 Council resolution – acceptance of poll of Strathfield 
community regarding amalgamation 

Council meeting 

May 2013 Strathfield Scene – articles ‘Memo to State: $292M in Newspaper 
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Dates Action Type 
 

Assets + 9M in Bills = Sustainability’, ‘Mergers will 
mean rate rises: Mayor’ and ‘Why Mega Councils Just 
Don’t Work’ 

articles 

May 2013 Research company I-view commissioned to conduct 
community survey on views on amalgamation and 
proposal for amalgamation of Strathfield with other 
Inner West Councils.  Polling conducted in May 2013. 
 

Community 
Survey 

March 2013 Strathfield Scene – articles ‘We don’t want 
Amalgamation – SOS Plans People’s Survey’ and 
‘Mega Council Fears’ by Cr Raj Datta 

Newspaper 
articles 

February 2013 Strathfield Scene – articles include ‘Merger Battle 
Begins’, ‘$50,000 to fight amalgamation’, ‘A people’s 
campaign – Save our Strathfield (SOS), ‘Why 
Amalgamation doesn’t work’ 

Newspaper 
articles 

11 February 
2013 

Media Release – Fighting to save Strathfield from 
amalgamation is the only responsible course 
 
 

Media Release 

6 February 
2013 

Media Release – Mayor of Strathfield moves to resist 
State Government’s amalgamation push 
 

Media Release 

 
 
Enclosures 
 
IRIS Research Ltd, Strathfield Council ‘Fit for the Future’ Community Engagement Survey, 
June 2015  
 
Strathfield Council Community Survey June 2015 – results 
 
Strathfield Council Community Feedback April 2015 - results 
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Executive summary 

 

This  report  presents  the  results  of  Strathfield  City  Council’s  ‘Fit  for  the  Future’ 

Survey,  2015.  IRIS Research was  commissioned by Strathfield Council  to  conduct 

research amongst the area’s residents in relation to the NSW Government’s ‘Fit for 

the  Future’  reform  program.  The  survey  sought  to  attain  the  preferences  of 

residents and businesses  towards 2  ‘Fit  for  the Future’ options,  that  ranged  from 

Strathfield Council remaining as it is, to merging with other Councils.  

To  attain  the  views of  those  that make up Strathfield Local Government Area,  a 

comprehensive telephone‐based poll among the area’s residents was used.  

A  random  sample of households was  selected by  IRIS Research  for  the  telephone 

based survey with 805 residents participating.  

The main findings of the survey were: 

Most preferred option 

Results showed that over four fifths of all residents surveyed (81.4%) indicated their 

most preferred option was  for Strathfield Council  to  remain by  itself but work  in 

collaboration with other Councils on regional issues. This was significantly the most 

preferred option.  

The  second  most  preferred  option  for  residents  was  for  Strathfield,  Ashfield, 

Burwood, Canada Bay, Leichhart and Marrickville Councils amalgamating to create 

an Inner West Council.   
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Agreement Statements 
 

 Strathfield  residents  were  asked  to  rate  their  level  of  agreement  toward  three 

statements concerning being part of a larger Council area. Of the three statements 

put  to  residents,  2  attained  mean  agreement  scores  in  the  upper  limit  of  the 

‘Medium’ range (see page 6 for range). Residents showed most agreement with the 

statement ‘A larger local Council would be less responsive to local communities and 

rates  would  increase’  with  68.0%  of  the  residents  surveyed  providing  a  ‘high’ 

agreement score.  

The  lowest agreement came for the statement  ‘Larger  local Councils would deliver 

more cost efficient and better services for residents and communities’, with 28.7% 

of  residents  providing  a  ‘high’  agreement  score  and  44.9%  providing  a  ‘Low’ 

agreement score.  
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Introduction 

 1.1   Background 

 

IRIS  Research  was  commissioned  by  Strathfield  Council  to  conduct  research 

amongst  the  area’s  residents  in  relation  to  the  NSW  Government’s  ‘Fit  for  the 

Future’  reform program. The  survey  sought  to attain  the preferences of  residents 

towards  two  ‘Fit  for  the  Future’  options,  that  ranged  from  Strathfield  Council 

remaining as it is, to merging with other Councils.  

To  attain  the  views  of  those  that makeup  Strathfield  Local Government Area,  a 

comprehensive telephone‐based poll among the area’s residents was used.  

 1.2   Study Objectives 

 
The objective of the poll was to: 
 

 Identify the preferred ‘Fit for the Future’ option amongst Strathfield Local 

Government Area residents.  

 1.3   Survey Response 

The  table  below  shows  the  compliance  rate  achieved  for  the  entire  sample.  The 

compliance rate is the number of completed interviews to the total number of calls 

made (including refusals). A compliance rate of 64% is considered a good result for a 

community survey.  

Table 1.1  Survey compliance rate 

Response sequence  Outcome 

Interviews  805 
Refusals  592 

Compliance rate   74% 
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 1.4   Survey Accuracy 

When analysing results for the entire sample, the maximum error rate will be about 

±3.5% at  the 95% confidence  level, assuming a proportional  response of 50%. Put 

another way, we can be confident that if the survey were to be repeated there would 

be a 95% chance that the new result would lie within ±3.5% of the result achieved in 

this survey.  

 

 1.5  Mean Scores 

Given  that  IRIS  undertakes many  residents’  surveys  such  as  this; we  are  able  to 

benchmark mean scores. As such, mean  importance and satisfaction scores can be 

further  classified as being a  low, medium or high  score based on  this experience. 

Table 1.3.1 highlights the mean classifications.  

Table 1.3.2: Classification of mean scores 

 Mean importance scores 

 

Mean satisfaction scores 

0 – 2.99  Low  0 – 2.99  Low 

3.00 – 3.99  Medium  3.00 – 3.74  Medium 

4.00 – 5.00  High  3.75 – 5.00  High 
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2 Resident Telephone Survey 

The NSW State Government released its ‘Fit for the Future’ program, which requires 

most NSW Council’s to consider amalgamation options with neighbouring councils. 

This section looks at the views held by Strathfield Council residents as measured by 

IRIS’ telephone survey.     

2.1   Preferences of options 

Section 2.1 of this report highlights the options that resident’s preferred  in regards 

to amalgamation with neighbouring Councils. 

 

Question: Which is your preferred option?  

 
Graph 2.1: Preferred option for ‘Fit for the Future’ program 
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16.8

81.4
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Prefer not to indicate a preference

Strathfield, Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay
Leichhart and Marrickville councils amalgamating

to create an Inner West Council

Strathfield Council remaining by itself but
working in collaboration with other Councils on

regional issues

% (n=805)
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Key Results: 

 Over  four  fifths  of  all  residents  surveyed  (81.4%)  indicated  their most  preferred 

option was for Strathfield Council to remain by itself but work in collaboration with 

other Councils on regional issues.  

 The  second  most  preferred  option  for  residents  was  for  Strathfield,  Ashfield, 

Burwood, Canada Bay, Leichhart and Marrickville Councils amalgamating to create 

an Inner West Council.   

 
 

Results for these two preferred options were then analysed by suburb.  
 
Table 2.1: Preferred option for ‘Fit for the Future’ program by suburb 
 

  

Strathfield 
(n=471) 

Strathfield 
South 
(n=116) 

Homebush
(n=120) 

Homebush 
West 
(n=60) 

Greenacre 
(n=27) 

Chullora 
(n=10) 

Strathfield Council remaining by itself 
but working in collaboration with 
other Councils on regional issues 

82.8%  77.6%  80.0%  85.0%  81.5%  60.0% 

Strathfield, Ashfield, Burwood, 
Canada Bay Leichhart and Marrickville 
councils amalgamating to create an 

Inner West Council 

14.4%  22.4%  20.0%  13.3%  18.5%  40.0% 

Prefer not to indicate a preference  2.8%  0.0%  0.0%  1.7%  0.0%  0.0% 

 
 
 
Key Results: 

 The vast majority of residents from each of the six suburbs preferred the option of 

‘Strathfield  Council  remaining  by  itself  but  working  in  collaboration  with  other 

Councils on regional issues’. 

 A  slightly  higher  proportion  of  residents  from  Chullora  (40.0%)  and  Strathfield 

South (22.4%) preferred the option of  ‘Strathfield, Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay 

Leichhart and Marrickville councils amalgamating to create an Inner West Council’ in 

comparison to other suburbs.  
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Graph 2.2: Preferred option for ‘Fit for the Future’ program by age 
 

 
 
Key Results: 

 Results  show  a  significantly  higher  proportion  of  residents  aged  65+  prefer  the 

option of Strathfield Council  remaining by  itself but working  in collaboration with 

other Councils on regional issues compared to those aged 30‐64.  

 Residents  aged  30‐49  were  significantly more  likely  to  prefer  the  option  of  the 

amalgamation of Councils compared to those aged 18‐29 and 65+.  
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Table 2.2: Preferred option for ‘Fit for the Future’ program by sex 
 

 
 
 
 
Key Results: 

 Results  show  a  significantly higher  proportion  of  females  preferred  the option  of 

‘Strathfield  Council  remaining  by  itself  but  working  in  collaboration  with  other 

Councils’ on regional issues than males.  

 On the other hand a significantly higher proportion of males preferred the option of 

the amalgamation of Councils compared to females.  
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Graph 2.3: Preferred option for ‘Fit for the Future’ program by time lived in the area 
 

 
 
 
Key Results: 

 Results show that residents who have  lived  in the area for  less than one year were 

significantly more  likely  to  prefer  the  option  of  Strathfield  Council  remaining  by 

itself but working in collaboration with other Councils, compared to those who have 

lived in the area for longer than one year.  
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3.0  Reasons for Choice 

 
Residents that opted for Strathfield Council to amalgamate with other Councils to create 

an Inner West Council were asked why they chose that option and why they didn’t choose 

for Strathfield Council to remain by itself.  

 
Table 3.1: why you chose amalgamation? (n=112) 
 

Why you chose amalgamation   % 

Costs will be lower / more funding  28.4

More efficient  17.9

Do a better job / stronger  13.3

Improve services / facilities  12.5

Current Council doesn’t do a good job  5.4 

Over governed at the moment  4.9 

Better for local residents / area  4.7 

More power  3 

Only one Council to deal with  2.6 

Too small as is  1.6 

More ideas  1.3 

I like other suburbs  0.9 

Current Council should help others  0.5 

Rates will be lower  0.5 

Other  1.2 

 

Key Results: 

 The top three answers as to why residents chose amalgamation were ‘costs will be 

lower / more funding’,  ‘more efficient’ and that Council will do a better  job and be 

stronger.  
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Table 3.2: why you didn’t choose for Strathfield to remain by itself? (n=74) 
 

Why you didn't choose for Strathfield Council to 
remain by itself 

% 

Will do a better job / stronger  31.5

Current Council doesn’t do a good job  18.2

Too small as is  14.4

Costs will be lower / more funding  12.4

More efficient  6.7 

Inevitable amalgamation  4.5 

Over governed at the moment  4.1 

Rates will be lower  2.1 

More ideas  1.8 

Current Council should help others  1.2 

Only one Council to deal with  1.2 

More power  0.9 

Corruption  0.9 

 
 

Key Results: 

 The most popular response as to why residents didn’t opt for Strathfield Council to 

remain by itself was that it ‘will do a better job and will be stronger’.  
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Residents that chose for Strathfield Council to remain by itself were asked why they chose 
that option and what their main reasons were for not choosing amalgamation.  
 
 
Table 3.4: why you chose for Strathfield Council to remain alone? (n=638) 
 
Why you chose for Strathfield Council to remain alone  % 

Happy with current Council  24.2 

Money will go to other Councils  12.9 

Single / smaller area can be better taken care of  8.5 

Don't see benefits of amalgamation  5.8 

Too big / won't function well  5.8 

Works fine as it is  4.6 

Better for local issues  4.1 

Increased rates  4.0 

Other Councils not similar  3.5 

Inherit other Councils problems  3.1 

Bigger Council is less efficient  2.9 

Like to maintain tradition / identity  2.9 

Better services  2.7 

Financially stable in own right  2.4 

Strathfield is better than other areas / don't like other Councils  2.3 

Focus on Strathfield  2.0 

Won't have a voice in bigger Councils  1.7 

Enough problems already  1.4 

Council is independent  0.9 

Local Councillors should stay local  0.6 

Bigger Council won't deliver services  0.5 

Amalgamation is costly  0.4 

Can make decisions quickly  0.3 

Jobs will be lost  0.3 

Looked after better by local Council  0.3 

Fear of change / unknown  0.2 

Property value is higher than other areas  0.2 

Can see where money is going  0.1 

Bigger Council will have too many Councillors  0.1 

Other  1.3 

 
 
Key Results: 

 Results show that the most popular reasons residents had for choosing to remain 

alone included being happy with the current Council, being afraid too much  money 

will go to other Councils and that a single / smaller area can be better taken care of.  
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Table 3.5: why you didn’t choose amalgamation? (n=545) 
 

Why you didn’t choose amalgamation  % 

Too big / won't function well  33.5 

Don't see benefits of amalgamation  12.3 

Money will go to other Councils  9.4 

Increased rates  8.0 

Happy with current Council  7.4 

Won't have a voice in bigger Councils  5.4 

Strathfield is better than other areas / don't like other Councils  2.8 

Other Councils not similar  2.4 

Better for local issues  2.3 

Like to maintain tradition / identity  2.1 

Better services  1.9 

Single / smaller area can be better taken care of  1.7 

Amalgamation is costly  1.6 

Inherit other Councils problems  1.5 

Fear of change / unknown  1.1 

Bigger Council is less efficient  0.9 

Focus on Strathfield  0.8 

Enough problems already  0.7 

Can make decisions quickly  0.5 

Council is independent  0.4 

Property value is higher than other areas  0.4 

Other  3.0 

 
 
Key Results: 

 Over  a  third  of  residents  (33.5%) mentioned  that  the main  reasons  they  didn’t 

choose  for Strathfield Council  to amalgamate were  that  it was  ‘too big and wont 

function well’, ‘that they can’t see the benefits of amalgamation’ and that they are 

afraid money will go to other Councils.  
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4.0  Agreement statements  

 

Strathfield  residents were  asked  to  rate  their  level  of  agreement  towards  3  statements 

concerning being part of a larger Council area. The results are shown in table 4.1.  

Table 4.1: Agreement statements 

 

n=805  

Agreement rating    

N/R 
Low 
(1‐2) 

Medium 
(3) 

High 
(4‐5) 

Mean 
score 
(out 
of 5) 

A larger local Council would be less responsive to 
local communities and rates would increase 

2.7  14  15.2  68.0  3.94 

Representation for local residents in an 
amalgamated Council will be reduced 

5.1  15.6  15  64.3  3.85 

Larger local Councils would deliver more cost 
efficient and better services for residents and 

communities 
2.8  44.9  23.6  28.7  2.70 

 
 

 
Key Results: 

 Of the three statements put to residents, two attained mean agreement scores in the upper 

limit of the ‘Medium’ range. Residents showed most agreement with the statement ‘A larger 

local Council would be  less responsive to  local communities and rates would  increase’ with 

68.0% of the residents surveyed providing a ‘high’ agreement score.  

 The  lowest agreement  came  for  the  statement  ‘Larger  local Councils would deliver more 

cost efficient and better  services  for  residents and  communities’, with 28.7% of  residents 

providing a ‘high’ agreement score and 44.9% providing a ‘Low’ agreement score.  
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Table 4.2: Agreement statements by suburb 
 

 
 

Key Results: 
 

 The  suburb with  the highest  level of agreement  for  this  statement was Strathfield  (3.96). 

This was followed by Homebush (3.93) and Greenacre (3.75).  

 

Table 4.3: Agreement statements by gender 
 

 
 
 

Key Results: 
 

 Results show that females (3.90) were more  likely to agree with this statement than males 

(3.80).  
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Table 4.5: Agreement statements by suburb 
 

 
 
 
 

Key Results: 
 

 The suburb with the highest  level of agreement with  this statement  in  terms of  the mean 

score were Greenacre  (3.87).  The  suburb  of  Chullora  (2.27)  displayed  the  lowest  level  of 

agreement with this statement.  

 
Table 4.6: Agreement statements by gender 
 
 

 
 

Key Results: 
 

 Results show  that males  (2.85) were significantly more  likely  to agree with  this statement 

compared to females (2.56).  
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Table 2.7: Agreement statements by suburb 
 

 
 

Key Results: 
 

 The three suburbs with the highest  level of agreement with this statement  in terms of the 

mean score were Homebush West (4.13), Strathfield (4.05) and Homebush (3.87).  

 Residents  from  Greenacre  (3.05)  and  Chullora  (3.36) were  least  likely  to  agree with  this 

statement.  

Table 4.8: Agreement statements by gender 
 

 
 

Key Results: 
 

 Results show that females (4.03) were more likely to agree with this statement compared to 

males (3.86).  
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5.0 Local identity 

Section 5.0 of  this  report highlights how  important  the  local  identity of Strathfield  is  to 

residents. 

 

Question: How important is the local identity of Strathfield to you?  

 
Graph 5.1: Importance of local identity  
 

 
Key Results: 
 

 Three quarters of residents surveyed  (75.6%) considered the  local  identity of Strathfield to 

be either ‘important’ or ‘very important’ to them.   
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Table 5.1: Importance of local identity by gender 
 

  

How important is the 
local identity of 

Strathfield to you?  

Male  Female 

A
n
sw

e
r 

Not at all important   2.2%  0.5% 

Not very important  9.5%  2.7% 

Somewhat important  18.0%  15.9% 

Important  24.4%  27.8% 

Very important   45.9%  53.1% 

 
Key Results: 
 

 According  to  the  results,  there was  a  higher  percentage  of  females  (80.9%)  than males 

(70.3%) that said the local identity of Strathfield was either ‘important’ or ‘very important’ to 

them.  

 
 
Table 5.2: Importance of local identity by suburb 

 
 
 

Key Results: 
 

 The four suburbs with the highest number of residents giving either an  ‘important’ or  ‘very 

important’  rating  to  this  question  were;  Homebush  West,  Strathfield,  Chullora  and 

Strathfield West. 

  

How important is the local identity of Strathfield to you?  

Suburb 

Strathfield
Strathfield 
South 

Homebush
Homebush 

West 
Greenacre Chullora

A
n
sw

e
r 

Not at all important   1.1%  0.0%  4.2%  1.7%  0.0%  0.0% 

Not very important  6.6%  7.8%  6.7%  0.0%  0.0%  0.0% 

Somewhat important  13.6%  15.5%  21.7%  18.3%  51.9%  22.2% 

Important  29.1%  20.7%  23.3%  25.0%  11.1%  33.3% 

Very important   49.7%  56.0%  44.2%  55.0%  37.0%  44.4% 
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Table 5.3: Importance of local identity by time lived in the area 
 
 

  

How important is the local identity of Strathfield to you?  

How long you have lived in the Council area 

Less than 
a year  

1 to 5 years 
6 to 10 
years 

More than 10 
years 

A
n
sw

e
r 

Not at all important   0.0%  0.0%  1.6%  1.4% 

Not very important  0.0%  0.0%  13.1%  4.5% 

Somewhat important  66.7%  18.8%  10.4%  18.4% 

Important  33.3%  25.0%  24.6%  26.8% 

Very important   0.0%  56.2%  50.3%  48.8% 

 
 
Key Results: 
 

 Residents that have lived in the Council area for less than a year were least likely to consider 

local identity as either ‘important’ or ‘very important’.  
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IRIS Research Limited ABN 16 002 278 793 
Level 1, iC Central, Squires Way, Fairy Meadow 

Postal address: Northfields Ave, Wollongong NSW 2522   
Telephone: (02) 4285 4446  Fax: (02) 4285 4448  International: 61 2 4285 4446 

Net: http://www.iris.org.au  Email: research@iris.org.au 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 

All possible care has been taken  in the preparation of the  information contained  in 

this  report.  However  Illawarra  Regional  Information  Service  (IRIS  Research) 

expressly disclaims any  liability for the accuracy and sufficiency of the  information 

and under no circumstances shall be liable in negligence or otherwise in and arising 

out of  the preparation or supply of  information aforesaid. Persons who utilise  the 

information provided herein do so at their own risk. It is recommended that before 

any reliance is placed upon the information provided, independent, expert advice be 

sought. 













































































































































































Strathfield Council - Results from Community Consultation – March/April 2015 page 1 
 

Strathfield Council Amalgamation Flyer – March & April 2015 

Community Information was distributed to every household in Strathfield Local Government Area. 

Respondents were asked to indicate whether they were for or against being amalgamated with 
neighbouring Councils. Comments from this process are listed below. 

I am against 
Strathfield 

being 
amalgamated 

with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  Current set up works fine.  20/06/2015 
17:45 

Yes  Strathfield is well‐managed, with good services, reasonable rates, and has 
its finances well in hand. 

19/06/2015 
14:59 

Yes  Strathfield is financially viable and debt free; amalgamation equals loss of 
identity, big population means little voice for individuals, big councils will 
encourage party politics. Local councils are in touch with local issues.  Local 
Heritage areas and items will probably not mean much if the sense of our 
locality is lost.      not mean much 

19/06/2015 
13:46 

Yes  Strathfield Council does a terrific job so why amalgamate? There will be an 
increased burden on residents with increased rates. 

18/06/2015 
22:35 

Yes  No benefit to the community  28/05/2015 
8:51 

Yes  rates will increase, too big if residents want things done, resident has been 
living in this LGA for over 50 yrs and has fought against it before. happy the 
way it is 

26/05/2015 
16:01 

Yes  I would like to keep our local government local. In any case, DO NOT 
amalgamate with Auburn! 

23/05/2015 
16:46 

Yes  our council is the most successful in the inner west and any amalgamation 
would be detrimental to the residents 

13/05/2015 
11:51 

Yes  Because it will cost millions causing issues for council in regards to 
expansion and development of this urban area. 

12/05/2015 
21:00 

Yes  strathfield will disadvantaged taking on other  council bad debt  which will 
increase rates 

11/05/2015 
12:44 

Yes    7/05/2015 
17:08 

Yes  Higher costs for Strathfield residents &amp; will be more bureaucracy. Very 
happy with Strathfield Council service to date. 

6/05/2015 
10:31 

No  Cost effective  6/05/2015 
1:05 

Yes  rates increase/Debts  5/05/2015 
12:19 

Yes  Low rates, keep council as it is  4/05/2015 
12:14 

Yes    23/04/2015 
14:48 

No  It will be better for Strategic Planning  21/04/2015 
11:03 

Yes  I dont want to pay extra for other councils loans  16/04/2015 
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being 
amalgamated 
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neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

11:42 

Yes  concerned about possibly higher rates after amalgamation  15/04/2015 
21:40 

Yes    15/04/2015 
14:52 

Yes  Believe that services provided will be lesser due to a larger area being 
serviced with less staff. 

14/04/2015 
10:45 

Yes  higher rates, too big area to control,   14/04/2015 
10:27 

Yes  I do not see any benefit for Strathfield residents from council amalgamation.  
Rather it will create unnecessary costs to bear for Strathfield residents.    

13/04/2015 
20:03 

Yes  Strathfield council is an efficient well run council and should not be merged.  13/04/2015 
20:00 

Yes  because of rate increase  13/04/2015 
9:51 

Yes  It will increase cost and lower standard.  7/04/2015 
13:21 

Yes  It will increase cost and lower standard.  7/04/2015 
13:20 

Yes  It will increase cost and lower standard.  7/04/2015 
13:19 

Yes  It will increase cost and lower standard.  7/04/2015 
13:18 

Yes  jobs!!!! the loss of jobs and opportunities!  4/04/2015 
18:07 

Yes  Quality of services will suffer.  4/04/2015 
10:41 

Yes  We do not want higher rates.  4/04/2015 
10:40 

Yes  It will affect value of properties.  4/04/2015 
10:39 

Yes  I am very happy as it is.  4/04/2015 
10:37 

Yes  Loss of identity. Increased rates  2/04/2015 
10:36 

Yes  Preservation of unique culture  1/04/2015 
22:27 

Yes  Strathfield Council is already too big  30/03/2015 
9:44 

Yes  I believe everything will be more cumbersome with amalgamation   30/03/2015 
2:15 

Yes    28/03/2015 
15:49 

Yes    28/03/2015 
15:44 
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neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  My family already has a hard time trying to pay our mortgage. We do not 
need a higher council fee on top of our heavy burden. My dad sleeps 4‐5 
hours a day working 3 jobs, and full time father for 2 children. Also, 
strathfield council has done a great job at keeping the community together. 

28/03/2015 
9:48 

Yes  As the current local council area has an already dense and fast growing 
population, I have found Strathfield council already has enough to manage. 
As the other councils proposed for the amalgamation are similar in 
situations, I think a super council would struggle to meet residents needs as 
well 

27/03/2015 
17:29 

Yes  Councils should be responsible for their local areas.  27/03/2015 
12:59 

Yes  Larger councils become less efficient at managing local issues. After a 
merger, issues in Strathfield would not be high priority when compared to 
management by Strathfield council without a merger. 

26/03/2015 
23:18 

Yes  I dont believe it will be in the best interests of the residents of Strathfield  25/03/2015 
22:13 

Yes    25/03/2015 
21:12 

Yes    25/03/2015 
21:10 

Yes  Strathfield council is doing fine on its own and that's the way it should stay. 
We don't want to be amalgamated, we want our area to stay as it is. 

25/03/2015 
17:13 

Yes  less efficient and slower local services  24/03/2015 
8:33 

Yes   am against Strathfield being amalgamated with neighbouring councils. 
Strathfield manage very efficient and no debt and low rate.  

23/03/2015 
23:37 

Yes  Its not broke  23/03/2015 
16:56 

Yes  should have to inherit council debt from others &amp; wants people that 
represent local area  

23/03/2015 
9:54 

Yes  Debt, Quality of Service will be affected   22/03/2015 
16:18 

Yes  $$$$ costs‐plus we are not in debt. Ive been paying SMC rates for 29yrs‐ I 
want my $$ to stay in Strathfield 

22/03/2015 
14:23 

Yes  Potential increase in cost and deterioration in services   22/03/2015 
12:43 

Yes    21/03/2015 
10:38 

Yes  Reduced accountability.  21/03/2015 
10:24 

Yes  Rates will go up and I think having one Councillor representing all the five 
Councils is not a good idea as resident will not be able to communicate 
freely with the Councillor as and when they need. Thanks 

20/03/2015 
12:45 

Yes  Loss of services, Delays in implementing services. Extra costs. Bearing the 
debts of other councils. 

19/03/2015 
14:30 

Yes  I enjoy Strathfield  18/03/2015 
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18:43 

Yes  I love strathfield  18/03/2015 
18:40 

Yes    17/03/2015 
20:21 

Yes  Suburb value / independence  16/03/2015 
10:31 

Yes  cant see the benefit of it  13/03/2015 
15:39 

Yes  Don't want to pay other council's debt  11/03/2015 
17:44 

Yes  Not in the best interest of strathfield residents  11/03/2015 
17:42 

Yes  Strathfield would lose its identity and amenities  11/03/2015 
13:53 

Yes  possible rate increases, closure of customer service centres, loss of services,  
potential job loss 

11/03/2015 
13:24 

Yes    11/03/2015 
12:59 

Yes  do not see why we should fund other councils mismanagement of rate 
payers money. 

11/03/2015 
12:42 

Yes  I am extremely against to have our Strathfield council to be amalgamated 
with other councils due to the following reasons: 1st reason is that there has 
been already a big increase (nearly 16%) in the rates that we pay. If we 
amalgamate with other councils, we will have to pay even more rates 
because other council€™s debt would come to us.  I am totally against the 
amalgamation and do not want this to happen at all because when I bought 
my property I bought with the intention to live in Strathfield council. 
Strathfield council is known for its greenery and beauty. It is like a paradise 
in the west. Why should we include substandard councils in our vicinity? I 
am sure you are aware of the book Oasis in the West: Strathfield€™s first 
100 years by Jones, M. A. (Michael Anthony). If the other councils were in 
our position and we had lower standards they would have never allowed us 
to join them. We have very high parameters in the Strathfield council 
therefore we simply do not want to join substandard councils that would 
destroy our image.  More buildings and more traffic: as we all know already 
it is getting more and more congested on the roads. Other councils are 
having a big increase of new buildings built all the time which means more 
resident and more cars. I do not want to support the amalgamation for this 
reason.  Decision making: we have a councillor for a certain number of 
people in our area. If we amalgamate with other councils that means same 
councillor will represent lot more people. When it comes to decision making 
our decisions will be impacted by people living in other councils. They have 
their own issues and priorities and I do not want our decisions to be 
influenced by them. Therefore please leave us alone and do not 
amalgamate Strathfield council with other councils. 

11/03/2015 
12:12 
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Yes  lower rates  11/03/2015 
10:24 

Yes  Bigger size does not mean better  11/03/2015 
8:48 

Yes  Job security for council workers and delay in response to enquiries  10/03/2015 
19:24 

Yes  Because then Strathfield residents will need to pay for the debts of the 
other councils 

10/03/2015 
18:14 

Yes  We do not want to increase our rates by 16% . our roads are congested. we 
do not want any more increase in that congestion. There is very little 
parking. By amalgamation this will be even worse . we are retired and old 
we cannot afford to amalgamate. 

10/03/2015 
9:25 

Yes  I don't want to pay other debt, We are fine at Strathfield council  10/03/2015 
5:59 

No  Economies of scale from larger, more professionally run councils  10/03/2015 
0:39 

Yes    9/03/2015 
11:20 

Yes    8/03/2015 
22:29 

Yes  Residential rates must remain low, Council services must remain local.  8/03/2015 
12:53 

Yes  Increased rates and debt at risk of decreased levels of services.  7/03/2015 
11:33 

Yes  Increased rates and debt and decline in current levels of services.  7/03/2015 
11:30 

Yes  Loss of voice  6/03/2015 
18:04 

Yes  We should not have to shoulder other council’s expenses. Better on our 
own. better managed on our own 

5/03/2015 
18:25 

Yes  Interests; welfare of Strathfield will be subverted if amalgamation occurs  4/03/2015 
15:15 

No  Bigger council, better efficiency  4/03/2015 
14:08 

Yes  Bigger is not always better  4/03/2015 
7:22 

Yes  This will not help us  4/03/2015 
7:21 

Yes  bad for strathfield  3/03/2015 
18:06 

Yes  too expensive  3/03/2015 
14:02 

Yes  A small council is easy to manage and easy to communicate  2/03/2015 
12:47 

Yes  Amalgamation causes a loss of focus on individual areas; needs.  2/03/2015 
11:56 



Strathfield Council - Results from Community Consultation – March/April 2015 page 6 
 

I am against 
Strathfield 

being 
amalgamated 

with 
neighbouring 

councils 
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Yes  I am happy with the service I get and amalgamation will cost more to 
resident 

2/03/2015 
9:05 

Yes  Happy with service currently provided don't want rates to increase  2/03/2015 
9:00 

Yes  Other councils mentioned do a terrible job and for Strathfield Council to be 
merged with them would bring no positive benefits to Strathfield. 

1/03/2015 
19:14 

Yes  Taking on debt from other councils  1/03/2015 
12:45 

Yes  I like having a small, close community  1/03/2015 
12:30 

Yes  too big more problems  1/03/2015 
7:38 

Yes  Rates will increase; the merger would transfer large debts and backlogs to 
Strathfield residents; maintenance &amp; renewal in Strathfield will no 
longer be a priority 

28/02/2015 
13:07 

Yes  One size fits all will not be efficient and the character of Strathfield will be 
compromised. 

27/02/2015 
20:13 

Yes  Rates will increase  27/02/2015 
13:53 

Yes    27/02/2015 
13:41 

Yes  Rising costs of rates   27/02/2015 
12:17 

Yes  low rates, better oversight what is happening being a smaller council  27/02/2015 
10:24 

Yes  Keep it local. Loss of representation  26/02/2015 
12:37 

Yes  I think Strathfield council is large enough on its own.  26/02/2015 
10:59 

No    26/02/2015 
10:35 

Yes  Strathfield Council concentrate on what its residents want  26/02/2015 
10:14 

Yes  Strathfield identity will be lost, Strathfield council looks after Strathfield 
residents, merger will create mega bureaucracy , increase in debt  only a 
few reasons why we don't need to amalgamate 

26/02/2015 
8:39 

Yes  I don't want more traffic in the morning, and I don't want to have to pay for 
the debts of other councils 

25/02/2015 
21:54 

Yes  Increased financial burden on local Strathfield residents due to debt of other 
councils  

25/02/2015 
14:48 

Yes  Strathfield council residents will have to cross‐subsidise inefficiencies of the 
other councils.  Standard of living of Strathfield council residents will be 
compromised. 

24/02/2015 
11:11 

Yes  It’s not fair for strathfield  24/02/2015 
8:11 
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neighbouring 
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Yes  we do not want other councils to impose higher residential rates for those 
of us living in strathfield and why should we have to take on the financial 
burden of other councils; debt and thus we strongly oppose the 
amalgamation of strathfield with neighbouring councils  

23/02/2015 
20:01 

Yes  it is not good for our Council area or others, amalgamations are also bad for 
the staff as well as ratepayers 

23/02/2015 
9:45 

Yes    23/02/2015 
7:26 

Yes    23/02/2015 
7:13 

Yes    22/02/2015 
22:59 

Yes  Strathfield is unique  22/02/2015 
8:45 

Yes  It will be a disaster for Strathfield  22/02/2015 
8:44 

Yes    20/02/2015 
16:57 

Yes    20/02/2015 
16:35 

Yes  costly  20/02/2015 
14:28 

Yes  I don’t want our fees to go up or for us to pay for their debts!  20/02/2015 
9:37 

Yes  Because of the debt of the other councils and I think Strathfield council is 
pretty good. They provide lots of excellent services for seniors. 

19/02/2015 
16:09 

Yes  not needed  19/02/2015 
12:19 

Yes  happy with how things are  19/02/2015 
11:39 

Yes  happy with how things are  19/02/2015 
11:39 

Yes  very satisfied   19/02/2015 
11:38 

Yes  Amalgamation would not improve services  19/02/2015 
10:03 

Yes    19/02/2015 
8:59 

Yes  No amalgamation, better amelioration in all areas of inner west.  19/02/2015 
8:58 

Yes  I'm happy the way things are  18/02/2015 
17:33 

Yes  Uniqueness of strathfield will be lost  18/02/2015 
15:36 

Yes  Rates will go up, customer service will no longer exist, and service provided 
by strathfield council will not be the same standard when all councils merge 

18/02/2015 
11:01 
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Yes  negative impacts on environment  17/02/2015 
22:03 

Yes  Strathfield council is excellent at providing excellent value for money 
services for its ratepayers. 

17/02/2015 
15:52 

Yes  Too large to govern if amalgamated.  17/02/2015 
12:19 

Yes  Rising council rates, lowering house prices  17/02/2015 
9:45 

Yes  I didn't want to repay the debts of the other councils when we didn't benefit 
from those. That's ridiculous 

17/02/2015 
0:24 

Yes  Because of the Council Rates. Why the residents of Strathfield council have 
to pay for the debt of other council? this does not make any sense to me 

16/02/2015 
12:16 

Yes  do not want amalgamation with any other council  16/02/2015 
10:18 

Yes    15/02/2015 
23:45 

Yes  Less efficient councils means Strathfield resident will pay more rates and will 
not have local needs addressed 

15/02/2015 
20:24 

Yes  will join less efficient councils‐will cost Strathfield tax payers‐ less control on 
our area more 

15/02/2015 
20:18 

Yes  While I would be excited for Strathfield to work with other inner west 
councils to develop effective transport and amenities between them (bike 
paths etc) I don’t support paying for other councils debt and having to 
redirect spending away from local infrastructure 

15/02/2015 
18:48 

Yes    15/02/2015 
11:23 

Yes    15/02/2015 
11:22 

Yes    15/02/2015 
11:21 

Yes  Strathfield council is well run and ratepayers will need to subsidise less 
efficient councils 

15/02/2015 
10:18 

Yes  strathfield council is well run and ratepayers will need to subsidise less 
efficient councils 

15/02/2015 
10:16 

Yes  There is no compelling case for amalgamation  14/02/2015 
13:46 

Yes  Councils provide local services and should be locally based.  14/02/2015 
10:24 

Yes  I will not pay extra rate increase for other councils debts  13/02/2015 
13:44 

Yes  It will make the council too wieldy. In addition our council is well run and we 
will lose our voice. 

13/02/2015 
12:53 

Yes  I don’t want my council rates to increase due to other councils transferred 
debt and backlogs 

13/02/2015 
10:45 

Yes  super councils are less in touch with community issues  13/02/2015 
9:59 
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Yes    13/02/2015 
9:42 

Yes  Because it will cost me the ratepayer a lot more money and we don’t need 
an empire...Strathfield council should look only after Strathfield residents 
and same for the rest of the other councils. And in addition some of the 
other council are in debt and they want our council to bail them out.  

12/02/2015 
14:34 

Yes  Local issues will be lost in a big council. The good financial and management 
position of Strathfield will also be absorbed by other suburbs. 

12/02/2015 
11:03 

Yes  Been here for over 50 years, been an ongoing battle with surrounding 
councils, happy with how strathfield council is today. 

12/02/2015 
9:12 

Yes    12/02/2015 
7:54 

Yes  It will  mean higher rates  12/02/2015 
7:04 

Yes  I want one mayor and a group of councillor looking out for the best interest 
of my suburb. 

11/02/2015 
22:43 

Yes  I want my council to focus on my suburb ‐ not on another 4 whose 
demographics, community needs, maintenance and infrastructure is totally 
different to my suburb.    

11/02/2015 
22:40 

Yes  I don’t want STRATHFIELD to be a small entity run by a large bureaucratic 
body. As a resident of 45 years we deserve better than this. Amalgamation 
will destroy our suburb. 

11/02/2015 
22:34 

Yes  Lack of evidence for amalgamation improving Strathfield  11/02/2015 
22:34 

Yes  I don’t want our suburb to be destroyed. Want it to remain a separate 
entity. 

11/02/2015 
22:30 

Yes  other councils have too much debts   11/02/2015 
21:06 

Yes  other councils have too much debts   11/02/2015 
21:05 

Yes  High cost of rates  11/02/2015 
15:32 

Yes  Loss of Jobs and or Job Security and reduced quality services to ratepayers.   11/02/2015 
15:31 

Yes  Leichhardt council is too big already so bigger isn't always better  11/02/2015 
13:53 

No  Strathfield Council more efficient as a stand‐alone entity.  11/02/2015 
8:51 

Yes  Accountability and profitability. Keep it controlled and keep it manageable.   10/02/2015 
14:56 

Yes  I don't want to pay more rates.  10/02/2015 
13:36 

Yes  Less focus on suburbs  10/02/2015 
9:47 

No  One council can do all works.  9/02/2015 
19:56 
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being 
amalgamated 

with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  I am happy with current management  9/02/2015 
19:03 

Yes  It does NOT make any sense. Too wide, too much difference, loss of 
characteristics, cause confusions, and conflicts of interest. 

9/02/2015 
18:59 

Yes  increase in costs, decrease benefit to Strathfield residents, lower our 
residential prices 

9/02/2015 
18:43 

Yes  I'm against subsidising other economically irresponsible councils that will 
compromise on our quality of services we receive. 

9/02/2015 
17:10 

Yes  Strathfield should not be burdened with other underperforming councils; 
debts and backlogs 

9/02/2015 
13:09 

Yes  The area will be large. It will be too cumbersome to meet the needs of a 
diverse array of needs by residents. It will make resolving issues much 
slower. Some other council needs will reduce amenities growth in 
Strathfield which already has to cope with a huge unit thus population 
explosion. 

9/02/2015 
10:54 

Yes    9/02/2015 
10:34 

Yes  maintain low residential rates  9/02/2015 
0:27 

Yes  Because I don’t want Strathfield council rates to be used to fund projects in 
other areas ... what is the benefit to me? 

8/02/2015 
18:16 

Yes  Rates will increase and services will not be appropriately prioritised in a 
larger council area 

8/02/2015 
14:16 

Yes  It will lead to increased debt and reduced services.  8/02/2015 
14:15 

Yes  increase in rates  8/02/2015 
11:14 

Yes    8/02/2015 
11:13 

Yes  Extra Costs, Unfair, Loss of value for Strathfield.  8/02/2015 
9:39 

Yes  Unnecessary transferred backlogs  8/02/2015 
9:32 

Yes  rates increases, transferred debt  7/02/2015 
16:15 

Yes  Because it will cost us more  7/02/2015 
15:37 

Yes  the cost  7/02/2015 
12:01 

Yes  I feel the quality of services will be reduced and my council rates will be 
increased. Also, Strathfield has no debt and if there is a merger I will be 
paying off the debt of the other councils. 

7/02/2015 
10:49 

Yes  It is unfair if Strathfield residents have their rates increases and 
infrastructure projects in Strathfield given less priority simply because of 
other councils; poor planning and reckless expenditure 

7/02/2015 
8:28 
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being 
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with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  I am happy that the Strathfield council has been responsible with 
expenditure and it is unfair we will now have to pay for other councils debts 

7/02/2015 
8:25 

Yes  Quality of services and maintenance will diminish, rates may increase   6/02/2015 
20:18 

Yes  Amalgamation will lead to decreased services and maintenance of 
Strathfield homes,  

6/02/2015 
20:15 

Yes  Strathfield Council has no debt and is better equipped to service the needs 
of the  

6/02/2015 
17:09 

Yes  Strathfield Council has no debt like other councils  6/02/2015 
17:04 

Yes  Administration nightmare, reduction in the quality of service  6/02/2015 
16:48 

Yes  I don’t really want to absorb others debts  6/02/2015 
14:58 

Yes    6/02/2015 
14:42 

Yes    6/02/2015 
12:31 

Yes    6/02/2015 
12:30 

Yes  bigger is not better  6/02/2015 
12:04 

Yes  We will lose our independence  6/02/2015 
10:01 

Yes  Not in the best interests of the collective residents.  5/02/2015 
22:04 

Yes  Increasing cost!!!!  5/02/2015 
21:47 

Yes  I don’t want to accumulate other councils debt  5/02/2015 
21:11 

Yes  Why should Strathfield bear the brunt of the costs of other councils?  5/02/2015 
20:17 

Yes  Do not wish to subsidise other councils  5/02/2015 
20:09 

Yes  I would rather Strathfield council focus on improving the areas within their 
boundary than have a mega council that has to disperse their attention 
across a larger area.  

5/02/2015 
19:50 

Yes  should not have to pay their debts  5/02/2015 
19:42 

Yes  inherit other councils debt  5/02/2015 
19:39 

Yes  inherit other councils debt  5/02/2015 
19:38 

Yes  We will lose support and services for our area yet will still pay the same as 
for our current level of services. 

5/02/2015 
19:32 

Yes    5/02/2015 
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with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

18:38 

Yes  Don't need other council's debt and mismanagement.  5/02/2015 
17:43 

Yes  I am happy with the services and management of Strathfield council ‐ it is 
better run than other councils ‐ amalgamation is a false economy ‐ bigger 
equals more bureaucracy and higher costs and inefficiencies we've seen this 
all before! 

5/02/2015 
17:41 

Yes  Do not want rates to increase and to have an increase of high density 
residential developments in our area 

5/02/2015 
17:11 

Yes  We do not want to have a high density residential developments in our area  5/02/2015 
17:10 

Yes    5/02/2015 
15:51 

Yes  Far better off by maintaining the status quo.  5/02/2015 
15:10 

Yes  Can't see how larger councils can keep up the standards of a smaller council.  5/02/2015 
14:28 

Yes  Strathfield Council has 0 debt and we do not want rates increases  5/02/2015 
13:18 

Yes  There will be a greater cost passed on to the residents of Strathfield Council  5/02/2015 
12:37 

Yes  Under an amalgamated council there will be less focus on localised issues  5/02/2015 
12:36 

Yes    5/02/2015 
11:53 

Yes    5/02/2015 
11:52 

Yes    5/02/2015 
11:01 

Yes    5/02/2015 
7:02 

Yes  We don’t want to take on other councils debt  4/02/2015 
23:08 

Yes  Council fee will increase if merged  4/02/2015 
22:38 

Yes  against rate rises  4/02/2015 
22:08 

Yes  We are not in debt and under good management.  4/02/2015 
21:42 

Yes  Local governments need to represent the residents in their area. They know 
and respond to local issues and support the needs of those in their area. 
Local knowledge and understanding is vital to the success of effective 
Councils. This is why I do not support amalgamation into very large areas. 

4/02/2015 
21:36 

Yes  Disapprove of big government. Don’t trust state government  4/02/2015 
21:29 

Yes  Why?  4/02/2015 
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councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

21:22 

Yes  Increased rates and heavier debt burden   4/02/2015 
20:56 

Yes  It will cost more to live in Strathfield. I don’t want to pay other councils 
debts. My mortgage is already too much. 

4/02/2015 
20:54 

Yes    4/02/2015 
20:10 

Yes    4/02/2015 
20:08 

Yes    4/02/2015 
20:05 

Yes    4/02/2015 
19:28 

Yes  do not wish to absorb other councils debt  4/02/2015 
18:57 

Yes    4/02/2015 
17:57 

Yes  Strathfield is ahead of all councils  4/02/2015 
17:50 

Yes  Strathfield has good management  4/02/2015 
17:47 

Yes  Low rates  4/02/2015 
15:04 

Yes  Low rates  4/02/2015 
15:03 

Yes  Low rates  4/02/2015 
15:03 

Yes  Low rates  4/02/2015 
15:02 

Yes  Rates Increase and services diminished  4/02/2015 
11:26 

Yes  Strathfield Council has quite a good record of looking after its residents and 
is currently in a better financial position than most of the other Councils 
recommended for amalgamation.  As far as I can tell Strathfield Council also 
has less debt, lower residential rates and better budget management than 
most of the proposed merger Councils.  I therefore oppose any merger that 
cannot provide positive outcomes for Strathfield residents.   

4/02/2015 
11:22 

Yes  Bigger council means more inefficiencies and higher costs  4/02/2015 
11:21 

Yes  Why should Strathfield pay for other council debts?  4/02/2015 
11:13 

Yes  Opposed to rates increases  4/02/2015 
11:11 

Yes  Local Council should provide a localised view on the needs of their 
communities. I can’t see that there is a capacity for them to represent the 
needs of local communities if they are no longer localised themselves.  

4/02/2015 
11:06 



Strathfield Council - Results from Community Consultation – March/April 2015 page 14 
 

I am against 
Strathfield 
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with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  It will lead to higher costs, strathfield is a more efficient council with lower 
debt. 

4/02/2015 
10:37 

Yes  Financial loss, Strathfield's identity  4/02/2015 
10:11 

Yes  Loss of Strathfield identity, financial disadvantage.  4/02/2015 
10:09 

Yes  Our council does not want to take on the debts of surrounding areas. Our 
council needs to focus on the growing municipality of Strathfield only. 

4/02/2015 
9:07 

Yes  Against merging because Strathfield is a unique area with more heritage 
that has been carefully managed for over a century by its council.  

4/02/2015 
8:20 

Yes  Strata Fee will increase more  4/02/2015 
7:32 

Yes  Our rates will go up. Strathfield is in better financial position.   4/02/2015 
5:45 

Yes  Our Council has proved itself to be capably managed over the years and 
kept our rates low. We don't need the debt of neighbouring councils to be a 
millstone around our necks. 

3/02/2015 
23:46 

Yes  strathfield have different needs to other suburbs  3/02/2015 
23:17 

Yes  strathfield council can focus on servicing Strathfield's need  3/02/2015 
23:13 

Yes  Strathfield resources should be used for Strathfield benefit  3/02/2015 
23:11 

Yes    3/02/2015 
22:07 

No    3/02/2015 
22:01 

Yes  as per Strathfield Council letter Jan 2015  3/02/2015 
21:39 

Yes  as per Strathfield Council letter January 2015  3/02/2015 
21:37 

Yes    3/02/2015 
20:40 

Yes  Local councils need to look after their own local areas. Amalgamation will 
dilute this focus.  

3/02/2015 
20:33 

Yes  To look after strathfield.  3/02/2015 
20:26 

Yes  Strathfield has no debt but we have to repay other council's debts. This is 
ridiculous. there is no infrastructure but more resident in Homebush 

3/02/2015 
20:23 

Yes  Increased residential rates, transferred debt &amp; backlogs   3/02/2015 
20:20 

Yes  I want my Council to be debt free  3/02/2015 
20:19 

Yes  the most silly idea  3/02/2015 
20:18 
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Yes  Why should we increase our living cost?  3/02/2015 
20:18 

Yes  Too much cost is involved  3/02/2015 
20:17 

Yes  It will increase the cost of my living  3/02/2015 
20:16 

Yes  Bigger is not better and Strathfield, while a smaller council manages to 
operate with no big debts and meeting the needs of the residents. I do not 
want to be part of an enormous municipality. 

3/02/2015 
19:49 

Yes  Debt transfer  3/02/2015 
19:46 

Yes  Transfer of debt from other councils to Strathfield council, rate increases 
and less focus on taking care of Strathfield’s infrastructure due to competing 
priorities with other council areas. 

3/02/2015 
19:45 

Yes  Strathfield needs to stand alone  3/02/2015 
19:38 

Yes  I don't like this large amalgamation, we will have to pick up others councils 
debts.  Small is better 

3/02/2015 
19:30 

Yes    3/02/2015 
19:16 

Yes  Higher debt pressure for the residents  3/02/2015 
18:54 

Yes  Strategy with no plan for infrastructure or support network, merge with 
councils that carry huge debts are unfair to local residents 

3/02/2015 
18:10 

Yes    3/02/2015 
16:53 

Yes    3/02/2015 
16:50 

Yes  infrastructure requirements for Strathfield will not be prioritised  3/02/2015 
16:34 

Yes  Agree with Strathfield councils reasons  3/02/2015 
16:27 

Yes  Agree with Strathfield councils reasons  3/02/2015 
16:27 

Yes    3/02/2015 
16:06 

Yes    3/02/2015 
15:55 

Yes    3/02/2015 
15:54 

Yes  Cheaper rates in the Strathfield area.  3/02/2015 
15:36 

Yes  We need to keep our council rated down and be an independent council to 
keep our suburb the way it is and not be controlled by others.   

3/02/2015 
15:31 

Yes  100% against No No No  3/02/2015 
15:09 
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Yes  We don't need the other councils  3/02/2015 
15:07 

Yes  help you to fight amalgamation  3/02/2015 
14:26 

Yes    3/02/2015 
14:09 

Yes  Potential for increased rates and subsidising infrastructure in surrounding 
areas. Increased bureaucracy in a super council. 

3/02/2015 
13:35 

Yes  Strathfield is a well‐run Council and we are happy with it.   Amalgamation 
will not bring any advantages with it; indeed, it probably bring problems, 
which we don't need. 

3/02/2015 
11:49 

Yes  People in strathfield care  3/02/2015 
11:16 

No  Residents would be better off having an amalgamated council. Strathfield 
Council would make a chook raffle look sophisticated. This survey alone 
shows how small minded the council really is. 

3/02/2015 
11:06 

Yes    3/02/2015 
10:34 

Yes  I don't believe merge would bring any benefits to local community.  3/02/2015 
7:59 

Yes    3/02/2015 
7:00 

Yes  increased cost  2/02/2015 
19:13 

Yes  increased cost  2/02/2015 
19:13 

Yes    2/02/2015 
13:58 

No  It should be amalgamated to save money and duplication of resources  2/02/2015 
11:29 

Yes  I like it as is !  2/02/2015 
9:33 

Yes  Think rates will increase with amalgamation.  2/02/2015 
5:58 

Yes  Not for our benefit  2/02/2015 
0:08 

Yes  does not benefit Strathfield council  2/02/2015 
0:06 

Yes  Not benefit the local residents  2/02/2015 
0:05 

Yes  Cost will increase  1/02/2015 
23:04 

Yes    1/02/2015 
19:13 

Yes  Strathfield Council must remain a separate entity to better service its LGA 
community.  One giant council cannot understand the areas concerns and 

1/02/2015 
16:30 
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even character in the way a dedicated local council can 

Yes  Well managed now small ‐ Res 43 yrs  1/02/2015 
15:59 

Yes  It's unfair to the residents of Strathfield  1/02/2015 
12:49 

Yes  It will not benefit Strathfield residents to take on debt from other councils 
and be forced with higher rates as a result.  

1/02/2015 
12:16 

Yes  Other council's debt and infrastructure back log and potential rate rises is 
concerning. Canada Bay appears to be in a good financial position so I would 
support a merge in that case. Only once the other councils they got their 
finances right would a merger be acceptable 

1/02/2015 
11:12 

Yes  Because Strathfield is working well as it is and Strathfield will be saddled 
with other councils; debts. 

1/02/2015 
10:47 

Yes  Only new to the area. Happy the way thing are  1/02/2015 
9:32 

Yes  I am happy with the way thing are and my rate are reasonable. I am just 
managing my bills 

1/02/2015 
9:31 

Yes  I do not to take on someone else's debts or have to pay excessive rates   31/01/2015 
13:08 

No  Because I don't think Strathfield residents should be saddled with other 
council's debts; backlogs 

31/01/2015 
12:45 

Yes  I want to keep our local council and local support  31/01/2015 
11:55 

Yes    31/01/2015 
11:48 

Yes  Loss of local representation, takeover by professional politicians with no 
obligations to local people, no demonstrated benefits, costs and rates will 
increase as Council becomes a huge government department, impersonal 
service, inevitable movement of council chambers to Drummoyne or 
Leichhardt and lack of access by Strathfield residents, amalgamations are 
only wanted by developers and big business ‐ not supported by 
communities ‐ again the average person loses out 

31/01/2015 
11:05 

Yes  Ours is a better managed council. Want to keep our rates low.   31/01/2015 
10:30 

Yes  Don't want other council's liabilities. Ours is a better run council.  31/01/2015 
10:28 

Yes  logistics will be too complicated  31/01/2015 
10:20 

Yes  Stupid idea/ what's wrong with the way it is now?  31/01/2015 
10:19 

Yes  Strathfield Council has worked well in the past and has no reason to take on 
the problems of surrounding councils.  These council needs to deal with 
their own problems and amalgamation with Strathfield and other councils 
can only lead to more problems. 

31/01/2015 
10:15 

Yes  increased costs, reduced services  31/01/2015 
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8:56 

Yes  Because there is no advantage for Strathfield residents to do so, in fact we 
would lose our positive position without any benefits whatsoever!!!!!!!!        

31/01/2015 
8:48 

Yes  There are so many reasons why Strathfield should not be amalgamated with 
neighbouring councils. One of them being the fact that the Strathfield 
council is in such a financial position. Our council has no debt, uses money 
wisely on things including roads, bridges and footpaths.  Also, amalgamation 
means increased rates for us Homebush and Strathfield residents to cover 
the cost of people living in other areas and their debts which is unfair and 
unjust.  The money collected from local residents should only be spent 
locally and not for residents in other areas. In addition, Homebush is going 
to have  an increasing population so we need better infrastructure and our 
rates are best spent on these than being spent on other councils; debt. 

30/01/2015 
22:17 

Yes  STRATHFIELD COUNCIL HAS NO DEBT, AND SHOULD NOT BE 
AMALGAMATED WITH OTHER COUNCILS JUST SO THAT STRATHFIELD 
COUNCIL RATEPAYERS ARE USED TO PAY THE DEBTS OF OTHER COUNCILS. 
SPEAKING AS A LONGTERM RESIDENT, STRATHFIELD HAS ALWAYS 
PROVIDED WELL FOR ITS RESIDENTS WITHOUT THE NEED FOR 
AMALGAMATION. 

30/01/2015 
21:58 

Yes  strathfield council is sustainable as it is, and the individual ratepayer has less 
say in their local affairs when the unit of local government is multiplied in 
size 

30/01/2015 
21:49 

Yes  To maintain our low rates and against overcrowding and destruction of our 
suburb. Take a look at Burwood and Ashfield absolutely wrecked. 

30/01/2015 
16:03 

Yes  because affects personally  30/01/2015 
13:15 

Yes  Concerned area will lose its charm and character  30/01/2015 
13:04 

Yes  Residents will be better served by a standalone council which will 
concentrate on Strathfield needs. 

30/01/2015 
13:04 

Yes  Cannot afford any more increase in rates  30/01/2015 
12:32 

Yes  Good management and prudent citizenship should not be punished.  30/01/2015 
11:41 

Yes  Strathfield council is serving its residents more cost effectively. The council 
responds to our concern more promptly. Strathfield residents should not be 
cross subsidising other councils that are not run cost effectively. 

30/01/2015 
11:38 

Yes  There are no advantages  30/01/2015 
10:41 

Yes  smaller council provides better service than amalgamated ones  30/01/2015 
10:09 

Yes  Unfair for us as it should not be our responsible. We have already had 
enough burden for our household. 

30/01/2015 
10:07 

Yes    30/01/2015 
9:31 
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I am against 
Strathfield 

being 
amalgamated 

with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  Strathfield residence will lose control of  their outcomes both financially and 
developmentally 

30/01/2015 
7:38 

Yes    30/01/2015 
1:08 

Yes  Increased debt  29/01/2015 
23:36 

Yes  Increase in rates  29/01/2015 
23:35 

Yes  rate increases, more debt, less development  29/01/2015 
21:45 

Yes  rate increases, less development  29/01/2015 
21:41 

Yes    29/01/2015 
20:53 

Yes    29/01/2015 
20:52 

Yes  we don't need higher rates and being a part of other inefficient councils  29/01/2015 
20:17 

Yes    29/01/2015 
20:15 

Yes  Strathfield's financial position far stronger than other councils. 
Infrastructure projects up to date unlike other councils especially Burwood.  

29/01/2015 
20:08 

Yes  Keep the council streamline, with low debts and low rates  29/01/2015 
19:48 

Yes  Rates will increase  29/01/2015 
19:24 

Yes  Rates will increase  29/01/2015 
19:23 

Yes  Strathfield is better managed as it stands.  29/01/2015 
18:49 

Yes  Too expensive  29/01/2015 
16:59 

Yes  higher rates, debts, poorer management  29/01/2015 
16:28 

Yes  High cost  29/01/2015 
16:15 

Yes  Strathfield is good as is!  29/01/2015 
15:42 

Yes  I'm listened to. Strathfield has no debts.  29/01/2015 
14:55 

Yes  I prefer a local council  29/01/2015 
12:39 

Yes  We will lose our local identity. If amalgamations are put into place we may 
as well get rid of all Councils and just have two levels of Government State 
and Federal. The public will then be completely ignored with the control 
handed over to the bureaucrats 

29/01/2015 
12:05 
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I am against 
Strathfield 

being 
amalgamated 

with 
neighbouring 

councils 

Why/why not?  Created 

Yes  Strathfield council is doing a good job on its own  29/01/2015 
11:11 

Yes  not desirable increase in rates  29/01/2015 
10:27 

Yes  I like our Council to remain as it is. As we are a built up area. If we 
amalgamate we may have to wait in line if we need something done. I 
prefer to stay with what we know. 

28/01/2015 
15:12 

Yes  j  28/01/2015 
11:10 

Yes  Less focus on residents; specific needs  27/01/2015 
19:56 

Yes  Strathfield Council does a great job independently and therefore should not 
be amalgamated 

27/01/2015 
16:05 

No  After writing several emails to all Strathfield councillors about parking issues 
and other issues in Strathfield only one has ever replied to me. A larger 
council will hopefully remove amateur councillors who are only there for 
their own interest and not the communities. Also what is happening to the 
proposed Korean Garden at Bressington Park? or the completed bike path 
along Powells creek?  

27/01/2015 
15:19 

 



 

‘Fit for the 
Future’ Options

Community Online 
Survey Results

Survey open 
1 June – 28 June 2015



Q1 The NSW State Government has
released its ‘Fit for the Future’ program
which requires most NSW councils to
consider amalgamation options with

neighbouring councils. Strathfield Council
is asking its residents what is their

preferred option.Please rank these options
in order of preference from 1 being your

preferred option to 2 being your least
preferred option.

Answered: 202 Skipped: 0
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Strathfield,
Leichhardt,...

Strathfield
Council rema...

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2

 1 2 Total Score

Strathfield, Leichhardt, Marrickville, Canada Bay, Ashfield and Burwood councils amalgamate to create an
Inner West Council.

Strathfield Council remains a standalone council, but works in collaboration with other Councils on regional
issues.
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Q2 What are the main reasons you chose
your most preferred option?

Answered: 161 Skipped: 41

# Responses Date

1 Keep us safe from Auburn Council running and ruining this area like they ruined their own 6/28/2015 2:58 PM

2 Since living in Strathfield, I have always been happy with our community. There is no need for change, our
council has no debt so why should our council take on the financial burden of sharing the debt of neighbouring
councils and thereby reducing our ability to maintain the quality of services that enhance our community

6/25/2015 11:23 PM

3 As we paid more money when we buy the property and pay more councils rates, why don't cant we be by
ourself.

6/25/2015 5:26 PM

4 Local Council will deal with local matters, rather than having an amalgmated council and matters won't be
dealt with swiftly.

6/25/2015 5:16 PM

5 better asset management, , asset renewal, better infrastructure backlog 6/25/2015 4:50 PM

6 I believe individual councils work better on issues and they can represent their area more efficiently. It is not
necessary to amalgmate.

6/25/2015 4:48 PM

7 flatter management structure, greater redistribution of wealth!! 6/25/2015 4:25 PM

8 It is time to keep moving forward. Its time for a change. 6/25/2015 4:23 PM

9 Less bureaucracy, less politicians, less changes of wastage (time, money, effort) 6/25/2015 3:58 PM

10 Transport 6/25/2015 3:56 PM

11 High standard of community service will continue. Access to local councilors. Regional focus. High level of
good financial management will continue.

6/24/2015 2:13 PM

12 debt 6/23/2015 2:45 PM

13 To maintain a close knit comunity with a responsive local council that reacts to local concerns and can control
local development.

6/23/2015 1:54 PM

14 To stand on our own 6/23/2015 11:00 AM

15 Independent 6/23/2015 10:58 AM

16 Strathfield concil did not work properly to manage our community. 6/23/2015 9:49 AM

17 Loss of representation and cooperation between provision of public services 6/22/2015 10:12 PM

18 Rremain independent to cater for the needs of Strathfield residents 6/22/2015 10:00 AM

19 Strathfield Council does not have the debt level of other councils. Avoid additional cost of other councils, 6/20/2015 1:05 PM

20 Council amalgamations are just an attempt to remove the voice of the community as a whole and the right of
individuals to have a say in their local community. Strathfield Council is approachable and responsive and
should stay as it is. Strathfield is unique and should stay that way.

6/20/2015 10:48 AM

21 I want Strathfield to remain independent. Keep our rates low and debt low. 6/20/2015 8:55 AM

22 independence & more local representation 6/19/2015 7:17 PM

23 It's working best in the current form. 6/19/2015 10:45 AM

24 No clear evidence that amalgamation is will produce any savings or efficiencies as is claimed by some. 6/19/2015 6:41 AM
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25 Strathfield should merge as: * It has 4x the projected population growth - literally a 100% increase - of any of
the other councils listed in the May 2015 info pack. * For context, Burwood has the second biggest increase of
just 25% and Burwood has been the one actively building more high density housing, including the ~10 storey
one starting behind Strathfield's CBA. * A growth of this magnitude should mean it requires a lot more
infrastructure than is currently planned. * To fund this, it would seem appropriate that it be shared with other
councils. * I don't buy the explanation that no current debt and lower current per resident costs somehow
magically leave room to double the population, it sounds fishy at best, when considered in light of the 2025
Local Environment Plan Map, e.g. that's a lot of people to squeeze into a small area on Parramatta Road
when other councils like Canada Bay have easily 3x as much Parramatta Rd by length but half the projected
population growth. * I note that the info pack, when compared with the 2014 ABS figures, arguably used a
creative rounding up from 39,481 residents to 40,000 residents, while all other areas rounded to 500 correctly
or rounded down. * However I would be interested in additional information packs that explained the
discrepancies - especially where and how the council plans to manage the population growth, assuming it
indeed does plan to do its bit in housing the extraordinary number of new immigrants to Australia (more power
to the council and I would change my vote if this new construction were adequately explained and pushed for
rather than appearing to be a pipe dream).

6/19/2015 12:48 AM

26 Strathfield Council is perfectly capable of functioning alone. The figures clearly show that Strathfield Council is
much more efficient than several other of the councils involved. If we merge, they will benefit the most while
we will be pulled down.

6/19/2015 12:07 AM

27 Strathfield needs to retainits own identity 6/18/2015 10:51 PM

28 Our area has unique needs which can be readily met by a local authority. Council provides adequate services
at the moment.

6/18/2015 4:31 PM

29 Strathfield has the least overhead costs, no debt and is currently running at maximum efficiency - why ruin
that

6/18/2015 3:14 PM

30 Strathfield Council is not competent. Accordingly an amalgamation will involve spreading certain costs over a
greater area, and hopefully achieve greater accountability, responsibility and competence in providing
services to residents.

6/18/2015 2:01 PM

31 Independent and there is no debt and better representation of the communitu 6/18/2015 10:07 AM

32 After living in Strathfield for over 50 years our Council has maintained a high standards of maintenance for the
area. I don't want to lose this.

6/18/2015 12:37 AM

33 worried about increased rates and paying other councils debts, dont want any change , no merger! 6/17/2015 11:36 PM

34 Strathfield council should be independant as this is why we all moved here. We dont want to be agroup
council

6/17/2015 10:09 PM

35 Strathfield council is an inept pathetic group 6/17/2015 8:44 PM

36 I bought a house to live in Strathfield Council and not other councils; our budget is better and don't want the
financial burdens of other councils

6/17/2015 8:35 PM

37 I believe that Council is doing well and can continue to do well in coordination with others 6/17/2015 8:33 PM

38 Ability to tailor services to needs of focused community 6/17/2015 8:31 PM

39 Ability to tailor services to need of focused community 6/17/2015 8:29 PM

40 Diversification 6/17/2015 8:28 PM

41 - 6/17/2015 8:27 PM

42 - 6/17/2015 8:23 PM

43 Strathfield council is self sufficient and doesn't need to be dependent on any other councils 6/17/2015 8:19 PM

44 - 6/17/2015 8:16 PM

45 I don't want the peoples voice lost 6/17/2015 8:15 PM

46 Keen to retain local identify and services 6/17/2015 8:13 PM

47 Low debts indicate that the council is very well run -unless you can guarantee Strathfield management
controls the other councils, we will have a change situation.

6/17/2015 8:11 PM

48 Strathfield functions management wise, economically and representatively. It is easy to contact councillors
and keep in touch, Council rates are realistic and balanced across the community, Strathfield identity

6/17/2015 8:07 PM

49 Strathfield council doing well for the residents. Just don't want to change it. 6/17/2015 8:00 PM
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50 Strathfield Council has no debt, rates would not increase, the services would be maintained. 6/17/2015 7:58 PM

51 losing identity, losing primary needs unfulfilled, higher taxes, neglect of infrastructure 6/17/2015 1:35 PM

52 As a resident of Strathfield since 1975, I cannot accept that there are beneits to be obtained - especially
financially - from ANY amalgamation.

6/17/2015 1:15 PM

53 cost saving 6/17/2015 2:16 AM

54 Retain local democracy, preserve environmental and heritage values, control overdevelopment, better chance
of retaining local character

6/17/2015 1:00 AM

55 It's important to stand alone for the people of Strathfield for consistency of decision making to support the
needs of residents. Amalgamation would take away the independence of our close knit community.

6/16/2015 11:29 PM

56 Strathfield Council knows the needs of residents and how to meet those needs 6/16/2015 10:25 PM

57 Don't want to merge with a bunch of incompetent councils 6/16/2015 9:48 PM

58 We have a great council - debt free, runs smoothly. Why "fix" it if it's not broken? 6/16/2015 6:55 PM

59 Strathfield is currently financially stable ( in the black ) and ANY amalgamation would erode the funds to a
deficit STRATHFIELD is currently efficient local and offers all the services required

6/16/2015 6:37 PM

60 Strathfield is financially viable and debt free. 6/16/2015 6:11 PM

61 Loss of services such as libraries, dilution of representation, take over of major parties and executive mayors 6/16/2015 5:31 PM

62 Strathfield council have done a good job and I can't see any reason to change 6/16/2015 5:29 PM

63 we have a better track record than any of these councils and our rates are lower - they have experienced
corruption, inability to hold meeting because of culture of councillors, less poor and expensive bad decisions,
more community activities and consultation with residents

6/16/2015 4:30 PM

64 Strathfield Council is out of debt. It has good co-operation between councillors of differing political parties eg
electing a mayor. Social harmony is best fostered at a local level in multi-cultural areas. Local councils led the
way for Indigenous recognition and fostering local cultural groups. A mega council would not have
representatives at local functions. Security for everyone is best addressed locally.

6/16/2015 3:58 PM

65 Strathfield council is managing very well independently . satisfied residents 6/16/2015 3:49 PM

66 prefferd have our local identity 6/16/2015 3:25 PM

67 Why change something that works so well. 6/16/2015 3:15 PM

68 We are a solvent council, others are not. We have low rates and hight services, others don't The character /
culture of my suburb is very different to the others

6/16/2015 3:13 PM

69 Local government has a greater impact on amenity than any other level of government. Smaller councils are
more in touch with the community.

6/16/2015 2:51 PM

70 To maintain a closer connection between Council and local ratepayers. Maintain local decision-making. 6/16/2015 2:42 PM

71 Strathfield Council is out of debt and it would be better to work alone. 6/16/2015 2:27 PM

72 Less than 2 councillors to represent Strathfield is high risk. It is too easy to outvote a councillor in an
amalgamated council so that standards deteriorate and the identity of the suburb diminishes. I am not in
favour of Strathfield becoming a ghetto of inferior apartments amidst homes; of mediocrity as opposed to
pleasing identity.

6/16/2015 2:22 PM

73 Our Council is beautifully run and free of debt. Why change that? 6/16/2015 2:12 PM

74 Better representation of our community, localised approach and planning for our community. 6/16/2015 2:05 PM

75 I want a council to remain as it is as there is a strong voice in our area as the size of Strathfield council is able
to be managed more efficiently and effectively.

6/16/2015 2:01 PM

76 Strathfield is doing fine,low rates ,no debt,,good community,,plenty of care re health issues,good bus trips,,all
services great just has to watch overdevelopment.

6/16/2015 1:57 PM

77 to keep Strathfield standered as it is, house prices, council rate.....etc 6/16/2015 1:55 PM

78 The levels of service and engagement with the community can best be maintained if Strathfield Council did
not amalgamate.

6/16/2015 1:40 PM

79 Strathfield has managed its finances very well over the years and will be disadvantaged by amalgamation.
Also strathfield is unique in its large number of heritage protected areas that need to be protected against
against over development

6/16/2015 1:17 PM
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80 Strathfield Council is already running by itself efficiently. I do not see the need to merge with other council.
Why change something that is already working? Also, I do not want to lose the local decision making power to
other non-Strathfield residents.

6/16/2015 1:13 PM

81 Smaller councils can manage their resources and finances well.Strathfield Council has been providing
excellent services on its own.

6/16/2015 1:13 PM

82 I believe that we as a council have worked tirelessly to uphold a level of a close knit sense of belonging.
Strathfield council has long held the values and voices of its people.

6/16/2015 1:10 PM

83 being independent the residents can chooes the path they wish to follow 6/16/2015 1:02 PM

84 We currently enjoy benefits of Strathfield being run as a smaller independent council - lower rates, tailored to
the needs of residents by being more in touch with issues of this area, low density. We are concerned this will
be changed if we move to an amalgamated council.

6/16/2015 12:53 PM

85 Strathfield Council has a proven record of maintaining reasonable rates stability 6/16/2015 12:51 PM

86 Loss of voice 1 in 5714 per councillor and secondly why should we amalgamate when we are not in debt and
have to take on Burwood, Ashfield, Leichhardt and Marrickville's debt.

6/16/2015 12:42 PM

87 Strathfield is a well managed council and a unique suburban area within the Sydney inner west. Also residents
need a voice regarding planning and domestic issues that need resolving.

6/16/2015 12:41 PM

88 Happy with the present deal. 6/16/2015 12:39 PM

89 Strathfield Council works efficiently for strathfield residents. Financial records confirm Strathfield is well
managed.

6/16/2015 12:18 PM

90 Strathfield has no debt, easy to get in touch with a councillor, rates are lower than many other councils and
footpaths etc are kept quite good.

6/14/2015 1:22 PM

91 Being a stand alone Council ensures that the interests of the Strathfield area would be attended to and the
standard maintained rather than resources and services being spread thinly across a number of areas.

6/13/2015 8:14 PM

92 A resident of Strathfield for past 40 years, I feel there is a strong need to retain the Strathfield identity and to
maintain the currently independent Strathfield Council Management Team to effectively administer our rates
to benefit all residents and local parks, libraries, health centres, roads and the housing boom.

6/13/2015 3:18 PM

93 better run economy by Strathfield. 6/13/2015 12:35 PM

94 Locals have more say/control over Council Services in a smaller stand alone Council. Our rates are the
cheapest in the West and jobs at Strathfield Council preserved.

6/13/2015 10:38 AM

95 Leave Strathfiekd alone 6/12/2015 9:43 PM

96 Maintain local identity & keep rates low 6/12/2015 9:42 PM

97 stay out of debt 6/12/2015 8:04 PM

98 low rates, low liability 6/12/2015 5:00 PM

99 Council meets all community needs and requirements. I don't agree with the purpose for amalgamation. 6/12/2015 11:10 AM

100 Strathfield Council is financial (in the Black) The residents have an ability to contact their Councillors and staff
at council with any problem that arises that is a concern. Does not need to be merged with any one else and
has great historical value to NSW.If forced to merge the developers will ruin this Council Municipality.

6/11/2015 11:33 PM

101 I belive that the councils are too small in a modern era. Howver this should only be done if the lower council
rates can be maintained by strtafield residnets for a least 10 years over this period the rtaes could be brought
into alignment. Councilers can still represent thir prginal reas but look to reduce the number consistent with
the population

6/11/2015 5:56 PM

102 Council is running perfectly fine as it is. 6/11/2015 4:09 PM

103 increased debt burden for strathfield residents, loss of strathfield identity, increased residential and business
rates for payers, staff redundancies and significant costs to NSW government

6/11/2015 3:53 PM

104 No debt, low rates 6/11/2015 3:31 PM

105 a 6/11/2015 3:29 PM

106 No loss of identity Likely lower rates Low borrowings 6/11/2015 9:29 AM

107 Strathfield belongs to Strathfield Local Identity 6/10/2015 10:19 PM
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108 I want my local council to listen to concerns of each resident - I don't want my voice to be lost amongst
thousands.

6/10/2015 9:08 PM

109 Maintain Strathfield identity, maintain similar levels of residential rates, current service levels and low debt
ratio.

6/10/2015 8:44 PM

110 Saves money for everyone. It's a joke that councillors are so self interested . 6/10/2015 5:41 PM

111 A bigger Council will sort out inefficiencies within smaller councils. 6/10/2015 5:09 PM

112 because I think small councils look after population better, bigger is losing identity 6/10/2015 4:23 PM

113 unique nature of the Strathfield Council area different needs of other council areas Strathfield's positive
financial position joining with other councils will make the combined areas too large, more difficult to manage
and not provide cost savings

6/10/2015 3:37 PM

114 Strathfield Council is the most efficient among the others. 6/10/2015 2:41 PM

115 No debt n the least infrastructure backlog. 6/10/2015 2:34 PM

116 Strathfield Council is the most efficient council with only 150 staff and operation costs per capita is $810
compare with other councils.

6/10/2015 2:22 PM

117 A collaborative approach is more effective and efficient 6/10/2015 12:07 PM

118 More control over local area, Burwood and developers will control area. 6/10/2015 11:13 AM

119 Rates will increase and nothing would improve 6/10/2015 1:00 AM

120 Local identity 6/9/2015 8:30 PM

121 Centralized services. 6/9/2015 7:00 PM

122 we currently have good Council management, with a low debt ratio. 6/9/2015 5:52 PM

123 Low Council Rates and Stathfield having No debt 6/9/2015 5:23 PM

124 Better resource sharing to provide services 6/9/2015 4:58 PM

125 more effective management as smaller council. 6/9/2015 3:32 PM

126 The other councils mentioned would not work in the best interests of Strathfield. 6/8/2015 11:24 PM

127 There are too many levels of government and we need economies of scale 6/8/2015 8:32 PM

128 to maintain Strathfield's identity and character 6/8/2015 4:52 PM

129 The inner west councils have a very poor track record of working with each other. They are very inward
looking.

6/8/2015 2:34 PM

130 I don't want a increase of council rates of 16 % or any further rise. Strathfield is better as standalone council
as the value of the area would decrease amalgamating. Local Councillors understand their local people their
represent.

6/8/2015 11:59 AM

131 Local solution to local issues Maintain status quo & rates 6/7/2015 5:54 PM

132 I would prefer Strathfield to remain a standalone council 6/7/2015 9:04 AM

133 Strathfield Council is well run and residents have few complaints. Compared to how State and Federal are run
and their financial management, the local council looks brilliant in comparison.

6/7/2015 8:33 AM

134 Maintain identity and local representation of Strathfield. 6/6/2015 10:39 PM

135 We have far too many 'small' councils and far too any councillors, merging small councils will remove
inefficiencies and duplication.

6/6/2015 8:47 PM

136 Concerned about ghe loss of identity of strathfield if there was a merger. Also in a bigger council the
strathfield area will not have strong representation on cohncil. We have no debt , it would be an unfair burden
for strathfield residents to pay higher rates for mistakes made by other councils

6/6/2015 8:40 PM

137 lower council rates 6/6/2015 3:43 PM

138 I believe that Strathfield council is the best doing a great job as is 6/6/2015 12:13 PM

139 Can make decisions for the locals 6/6/2015 12:02 AM

140 While a bigger area might have more capacity to bargain with the NSW government, I cannot believe it will
mean decisions made at a local level will be better. The area proposed to join together is a diverse area with
diverse needs.

6/5/2015 9:28 PM
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141 I do not wish the character of Strathfield to change. 6/5/2015 6:20 PM

142 FWEE 6/5/2015 4:47 PM

143 I want Strathfield Council to stand alone as before. 6/5/2015 4:46 PM

144 Prefer more personal service. Local issues handled faster and with more efficiency in a local focused Council.
Attention to local issues delivered faster. Having interest of own area at heart of things verses competing in
the crowd.

6/5/2015 3:59 PM

145 The essence of good Local Government is to provide a community spirit. The information contained in the
recently distributed booklet sows no evidence why Strathfield should be amalgamated

6/5/2015 12:07 PM

146 Strathfield is an affluent suburb with a favourable identity and demographics. As much as there are positives
to be gained from merging councils I'm concerned the negatives will outweigh the positives. Additionally if a
merge was to take place Strath council has no debt, would a merge result in Strath residents taking on the
burden of other councils debt incurred prior to the merge?!

6/5/2015 10:37 AM

147 strathfield council should remain independent. it preserves our identity. we have no debt. we're well managed. 6/5/2015 12:19 AM

148 To prevent the slowness in council's payments from occurring. 6/4/2015 9:24 PM

149 Strathfield Council's representation of its local community. 130 years of listening to the local voice. 6/4/2015 4:27 PM

150 we must fight against any amalgamation, Strathfield Council can stand alone. 6/4/2015 4:14 PM

151 Local identity prompt and easy access to council services and personnel Strathfield is financially healthy 6/4/2015 1:02 PM

152 Council is a good council and cares about the local community 6/3/2015 8:17 PM

153 To many councils need to cut down on admin staff and use funds for real progress. 6/3/2015 2:45 PM

154 I see no reason to change 6/3/2015 7:47 AM

155 Because I think that only Strathfield council will have Strathfield's best interest at heart, and continue to make
the time to organise activities fro it's residents, as well as address any issues.

6/2/2015 6:16 PM

156 Strathfield Council is a well run council and provides high quality services for its residents. This would be lost
in a huge Council.

6/2/2015 5:57 PM

157 (1) Too small i.e. Not enough expertise in-house by numbers or by standard - eg. Demonstrated lack of
professionalism and expertise in Strategic Planning (2) Similar to (1) above. Demonstrated lack of in-house
business expertise due to its small staff size. e.g. Its carriage of the underground Bus Terminal component of
the MasterPlan - without 'having engineers in the room' especially re the flooding issue was amateurish. $2m
has been wasted (3) Small size has encouraged Councillor partisanship & rampant populism at the expense
of cost-effectiveness & 'unattractive' micro-economic reform for long-term economic benefit. e.g. Its rush to get
private enterprise EOI for partnering with the Masterplan without having the $700K funding approved/
provided first to confirm its business plan/ engineering viability was wasteful & counterproductive in attracting
private involvement

6/2/2015 3:20 PM

158 z 6/2/2015 12:30 PM

159 I can not see why not 6/2/2015 12:46 AM

160 There is no reason to amalgamate councils, most people are happy with the council and it provides a good
service - why change?

6/1/2015 11:22 PM

161 no debts 6/1/2015 4:25 PM
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Q3 What are the main reasons you chose
your least preferred option?

Answered: 161 Skipped: 41

# Responses Date

1 Are you serious? Just what we need a mega council, with over-paid politicians taking no notice of
communities and 'making decisions' for our own good

6/28/2015 2:58 PM

2 I see no substantial advantages for Strathfield council to amalgamate with neighbouring councils 6/25/2015 11:23 PM

3 i wish to still keep our own council in strathfield and not combine together. I am from a small country but we
are not a rich country, but we still have our own council in our place, even it is a small town. It is a big joke in
the world as Australia Sydney is a very good place that this for me is disappointing.

6/25/2015 5:26 PM

4 Too much input from other councils, who do not know the local issues in our area adn therefore, will not hear
our concerns over these issues.

6/25/2015 5:16 PM

5 worse debt status, worse bureaucracy 6/25/2015 4:50 PM

6 Less representiation of your local area and taking on the problems and finances of other councils. 6/25/2015 4:48 PM

7 small council area keep wealth in small areas. poor management in the past. 6/25/2015 4:25 PM

8 Its time at present and in the past show poor decision made 6/25/2015 4:23 PM

9 - 6/25/2015 3:58 PM

10 Development 6/25/2015 3:56 PM

11 Opposite of all the above 4 reasons. 6/24/2015 2:13 PM

12 debt 6/23/2015 2:45 PM

13 Loss of control over local development. Potential increase in rates, No authority has given a writen guarentee
that rates will not increase beyond the CPI if mergers take place.

6/23/2015 1:54 PM

14 - 6/23/2015 11:00 AM

15 We have no debt 6/23/2015 10:58 AM

16 Strathfield concil did not work properly to manage our community. 6/23/2015 9:49 AM

17 The second option is of local concern and too much power will be concentrated elsewhere. 6/22/2015 10:12 PM

18 Will be too big to manage resources 6/22/2015 10:00 AM

19 Avoid additional cost of other council areas 6/20/2015 1:05 PM

20 Bigger councils are just giant soulless entities with no concern for people or the environment or anything
other than numbers on reports. Bigger councils dont care about small communities or small groups. They are
just rubber stamps for State Government and developer sanctioned development at all costs.

6/20/2015 10:48 AM

21 This will lead to rate rise. 6/20/2015 8:55 AM

22 the opposite for question 2 6/19/2015 7:17 PM

23 It might be difficult to reach our local council 6/19/2015 10:45 AM

24 Same as 2 above. Some savings can be achieved by co-operation without amalgamation. 6/19/2015 6:41 AM

25 Strathfield should not remain stand-alone as: * Strathfield is already the second smallest council - it seems
ludicrously wasteful of scarce resources to have 7 representatives spending their time (and implicitly
ratepayers money). * Fewer representatives per head of population sounds suspiciously similar to the theory
that smaller school class sizes are a good use of scarce taxpayer funds. Asian schools often have class sizes
of 50 or more yet they deliver some of the best educational outcomes for their students, while Australia has
tended to lag the pack and get a very poor return on new funds put towards education. So I am not convinced
that fewer councillors per resident will cause less representation in practice. * I was disappointed that I could
not make either information session due to both being on a Saturday morning. * Perhaps a larger council
might be more likely to have someone say post a Youtube / Vimeo of those discussions for those who could
not make it in person?

6/19/2015 12:48 AM
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26 Strathfield has the third largest projection population by 2031, yet has one of the lowest per capita operating
costs and nil debt. It is unfair and frankly reeks of corruption that councils such as Leichhardt which operate at
unfairly high costs and have lower projected populations should benefit from merging resources with
Strathfield Council. We will have one of the lowest representations in the proposed new council. This is
unacceptable.

6/19/2015 12:07 AM

27 The areas are too different 6/18/2015 10:51 PM

28 Strathfield's needs and services can be lost in a large administrative Council. 6/18/2015 4:31 PM

29 amalgamations will increase demands on councils, slow response times down and get everyone to share the
unwanted debts of other councils

6/18/2015 3:14 PM

30 Collaboration will simply involve more incompetent people holding more meetings with other people under the
pretence of collaborating to get something done.

6/18/2015 2:01 PM

31 Because there is no other option 6/18/2015 10:07 AM

32 Gobbled by larger councils who could not care about Strathfield or its residents the same way we are now. 6/18/2015 12:37 AM

33 nil 6/17/2015 11:36 PM

34 We are fed up with all the development going around us with so many apartments coming. Merging councils
will just increase this

6/17/2015 10:09 PM

35 its obvious, your hopeless 6/17/2015 8:44 PM

36 I just don't like the idea of amalgamation that will cause more population, more traffic and more rates - just not
happy

6/17/2015 8:35 PM

37 - 6/17/2015 8:33 PM

38 - 6/17/2015 8:31 PM

39 - 6/17/2015 8:29 PM

40 - 6/17/2015 8:28 PM

41 We don't have the service we have now 6/17/2015 8:27 PM

42 - 6/17/2015 8:23 PM

43 - 6/17/2015 8:19 PM

44 - 6/17/2015 8:16 PM

45 Same as above 6/17/2015 8:15 PM

46 If this was the case my preferences would be an amalgamation of inner west councils (not auburn council/city
of Olympic park option)

6/17/2015 8:13 PM

47 large councils don't deliver more cost effective servcies 6/17/2015 8:11 PM

48 Amalgamation leads to empire building within council departments leading to increased costs and decreased
representation. Rates for Strathfield would increase due to large blocks compared to other councils and
residents would be priced out of the locality.

6/17/2015 8:07 PM

49 Don't want change 6/17/2015 8:00 PM

50 Too large council - less services 6/17/2015 7:58 PM

51 this is not my preferred option if I have to choose. 6/17/2015 1:35 PM

52 I cannot accept that the unique nature of Strathfield will be enhanced in any way with any other Council. I am
sceptical of the motivation/s behind amalgamations; as far as I can see, the only winners will be developers,
and residents do not deserve to be surrounded by high-rise and poor infrastructure that cannot sustain it. We
are at critical mass already - please, NO amalgamations for what are at best spurious reasons!

6/17/2015 1:15 PM

53 n/a 6/17/2015 2:16 AM

54 It will lead to overdevelopment with state government control and no chance for community to have input 6/17/2015 1:00 AM

55 Amalgamation would be the worst possible decision for all residents concerned due to loss of independence of
each community network.

6/16/2015 11:29 PM

56 Too many and therefore far too big to care about the needs of individual councils lost in the Hugh numbers 6/16/2015 10:25 PM

57 Actually I can't see any good arguments for this merger 6/16/2015 9:48 PM
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58 We would inherit debt, the area becomes bigger and we would probably not get the level of care and
maintenance we currently get.

6/16/2015 6:55 PM

59 The huge COUNCIL would be just too large lose identity probably service the Councils proposed are very
diverse in character and would be a financial drain

6/16/2015 6:37 PM

60 The other councils are larger in area, debt and unfunded future work commitments. 6/16/2015 6:11 PM

61 There are no economies of scale in the equation of mega councils. 6/16/2015 5:31 PM

62 get too impersonal rate will rise lost Strathfield's identity properties will lost value. 6/16/2015 5:29 PM

63 higher rates, corruption, different culture and needs of residents 6/16/2015 4:30 PM

64 Bigger is not necessarily better economically. It is certainly harder to get a sense of 'belonging' which so many
migrants are seeking. Already, the supervision of development leaves a lot to be desired - the bigger the
council, the less chance of finding out corruption. Strathfield Council has better systems of collecting
garbage/street dumping than Burwood, in terms of my local observation. Only Canada Bay and Strathfield are
free of debt. Forced amalgamation would not solve other councils financial problems. Our rates are likely to
rise. Why force a ' one-size-fits-all' solution when losses are likely to be greater than gains. The process of
decision-making is undemocratic.

6/16/2015 3:58 PM

65 Too large ,many more issues and will not be able to cater to the individualistic needs of the particular suburb. 6/16/2015 3:49 PM

66 high rates & loos our local identity. 6/16/2015 3:25 PM

67 Because it is undesirable to be part of a larger group. 6/16/2015 3:15 PM

68 I would not want to choose this option.Your survey request is for 1 then 2 6/16/2015 3:13 PM

69 I have owned properties in both Sutherland and Bankstown councils. Services are vastly inferior and more
expensive

6/16/2015 2:51 PM

70 An amalgamated megacouncil would become too distant from ratepayers. 6/16/2015 2:42 PM

71 We don't need other Councils debts 6/16/2015 2:27 PM

72 An amalgamated council cannot satisfy the options desired by those lumped into a large group. 6/16/2015 2:22 PM

73 The previous answer would be impossible. 6/16/2015 2:12 PM

74 Amalgamation will affect future planning for our community, few resources for a bigger area of responsibility 6/16/2015 2:05 PM

75 By becoming a large inner west council people no longer have a strong people presents to stop things that
may effect the community the state government may want to enforce or propose like the said housing targets
that encourage developers to build monstrous units. also rates will be effected due to Strathfield property sizes
and as an example of Office of Fair Trading downsize to one big "Super centre" every body working within the
office looks after all the licencing but nobody knows anything as it is all departments put into one.

6/16/2015 2:01 PM

76 All those other councils are no to be compared with strathfield....leave us alone. 6/16/2015 1:57 PM

77 No benefit for strathfield 6/16/2015 1:55 PM

78 We do not want rate payments of Strathfield residents subsidising inefficiencies of other councils. 6/16/2015 1:40 PM

79 Strsthfield would lose its autonomy 6/16/2015 1:17 PM

80 I didn't choose it as it was automatically chosen. If there were choice, I won't even choose this second option. 6/16/2015 1:13 PM

81 Bigger the councils, bigger the bureaucracy and deterioration of servcies. 6/16/2015 1:13 PM

82 It is preferred that we stay on our own as we can see that we are doing just fine. 6/16/2015 1:10 PM

83 the councils in question are in the media for negative reasons 6/16/2015 1:02 PM

84 I'm unsure what the benefits will be to the residents of Strathfield if we merge with other councils. 6/16/2015 12:53 PM

85 N/a 6/16/2015 12:51 PM

86 As above and I don't want Strathfield residents to be charged higher rates because we have larger land sizes
in comparison to the other suburbs. We are unique in this regard.

6/16/2015 12:42 PM

87 An amalgamation would remove the voice of the residents of strathfield. 6/16/2015 12:41 PM

88 Increased expenses likely 6/16/2015 12:39 PM

89 Against creating an empire which will lose touch with the local issues that are the responsibility of a local
council. Might as well abolish the councils all together and incorporate their functions into State government.

6/16/2015 12:18 PM
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90 If we merge it will be much harder to get things down in the municipality and to get info from councillors.
Harder for councils to keep in touch with community.

6/14/2015 1:22 PM

91 My main reason that I would choose my least preferred option is because I do not wish to see the standards
of service and presentation currently enjoyed under the present stand alone Council eroded and neglected
which is what would occur under an amalgamation with other Council non heritage arera.

6/13/2015 8:14 PM

92 A resident of Strathfield for past 40 years, I feel the loss of the Strathfield identity and the reduction of Council
representation in the Mega Council scenario would negatively impact our living standards; in that, Strathfield's
assets would be swallowed into operating debts of other inner west councils, resulting in a significant
reduction of Strathfield's substantial home prices and valuable local infrastructures.

6/13/2015 3:18 PM

93 the other Councils should fix their own economy. amalgamation should be between equals or near equals 6/13/2015 12:35 PM

94 Why pay more and get no say in your locality. The Ranger comes to my rescue immediately when it comes to
parking issues in front of my house. Mergers are not always beneficial.

6/13/2015 10:38 AM

95 Costs will increase for ratepayers 6/12/2015 9:43 PM

96 Council will be too big & it's our local community 6/12/2015 9:42 PM

97 too much debt 6/12/2015 8:04 PM

98 diminished decision making power for community, watering down of planning regulations and loss of distinct
community character

6/12/2015 5:00 PM

99 Don't want rates to increase, at least Burwood & Ashfield councils should merge 6/12/2015 11:10 AM

100 Many of the Councils that have been suggested to merge with are in Debt and their rates are much higher
than Strathfield .Known as the Oasis of the West this title can only remain if we stay as is.

6/11/2015 11:33 PM

101 I believe councils should work with each other, however without fiull merger the savings will not be generated 6/11/2015 5:56 PM

102 Ne benefit to the community. 6/11/2015 4:09 PM

103 poor service delivery with the merger, financial impacts to payers, redundancies and loss of Strathfield's local
identity

6/11/2015 3:53 PM

104 Too big to be effective or represent local issues 6/11/2015 3:31 PM

105 a 6/11/2015 3:29 PM

106 Loss of representation 6/11/2015 9:29 AM

107 Strathfield will have no say in it what happens Lose indentity 6/10/2015 10:19 PM

108 A compelling reason for amalgamation has not been presented to me. 6/10/2015 9:08 PM

109 Increase debt burden, increase of rates, transition costs. It is a nonsense! 6/10/2015 8:44 PM

110 Sick of bull**it dealt out by Strathfield councillors and waste of money in duplicated services. 6/10/2015 5:41 PM

111 Strathfield Council as an organisation could use some streamlining in terms of staffing, more progressive
policies, and operations.

6/10/2015 5:09 PM

112 because you lose your id 6/10/2015 4:23 PM

113 better to be able to share/negotiate with other council areas where needed 6/10/2015 3:37 PM

114 Loss of identity 6/10/2015 2:41 PM

115 Loss of identity n increase of debt for Strathfield resident. 6/10/2015 2:34 PM

116 Increased debt burden for Strathfield residents and the loss of Strathfield identity. 6/10/2015 2:22 PM

117 There are some problems as the current status quo 6/10/2015 12:07 PM

118 Rates will increase 6/10/2015 11:13 AM

119 Council will be too big 6/10/2015 1:00 AM

120 Service delivery will not reflect Strathfield priority 6/9/2015 8:30 PM

121 Strathfield council offers very little to its constituents apart from one weekly street cleaning. Amalgamation
can't come soon enough.

6/9/2015 7:00 PM

122 Higher debt, less community connection 6/9/2015 5:52 PM
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123 Means we have to take on the other councils debts and our rates will increased and don't want to become part
of Bankstown Council

6/9/2015 5:23 PM

124 It's simply best for business to amalgamate 6/9/2015 4:58 PM

125 more costly and likely ineffective 6/9/2015 3:32 PM

126 Working with Marrickville council would be difficult. 6/8/2015 11:24 PM

127 Small councils are unsustainable and waste of rate payers money funding huge overhead costs 6/8/2015 8:32 PM

128 My biggest fear is seeing developments in burwood occurring in Strathfield. 6/8/2015 4:52 PM

129 It won't work - it will be forgotten about quickly and things will go back to the way they are today. 6/8/2015 2:34 PM

130 I don't like the idea of amalgamating with other councils. The increase to council rates would have financial
impacts on most people as cost of living across the board with every item e.g strata rates, grocery, transport,
car, insurance, health fund, chemist, electricity, water, tradesman, child care, school fee's is never the same
as pay rise from your employer. say e.g cost of living increase 80 % every year, payrise if lucky 2 % per
person.

6/8/2015 11:59 AM

131 Rates change Loss of identity Debt burden 6/7/2015 5:54 PM

132 Same as above 6/7/2015 9:04 AM

133 How is government 'local' when it is half million people? If this is Mike Baird's idea of local representation, why
is his own electorate so small? Maybe we don't need so many state politicians, would this be more efficient?
This is a bad joke. Local government is not a government department, it is a democratically elected tier of
government and performs a range of functions that state or federal government can't or won't do. This is an
insult to the people of NSW.

6/7/2015 8:33 AM

134 Amalgamation would incur large one off costs with minimal ongoing cost savings. 6/6/2015 10:39 PM

135 Current council set up is ridiculously top heavy with councillors for what is a relatively small are to govern. The
inefficiency with so many councils is wasteful. There are too many councillors who have little in the way of
qualifications to make decisions that effect so many and cost so much.

6/6/2015 8:47 PM

136 Currently we have closer representation from our councillors , there's less residents per councillor than if the
merger were to take place. If would cost alot to consolidate so many councils and the peoples voice of
strathfield may get lost

6/6/2015 8:40 PM

137 higher council rates 6/6/2015 3:43 PM

138 Lack of service 6/6/2015 12:13 PM

139 More expensive rates 6/6/2015 12:02 AM

140 The lack of representation regarding smaller number of Councillors, the fact that it looks like Strathfield might
be better able to meet the targets in 2016/17 then an Inner West council. I don't think rates should go up. I also
have enough trouble contacting the council as it is, they will care less if they have a larger area as it is.

6/5/2015 9:28 PM

141 Aesthetics. Amalgamation will mean apartment buildings with clothes drying on balconies as in Ashfield near
the station and garish brown iron work in the main road rather than black or dark green. It will mean more high
rise buildings like the one in Burwood which is in a prominent position but which has not architecture to match.
As a matter of interest how am I to interpret say and 7/10ths of persons.

6/5/2015 6:20 PM

142 FWEFE 6/5/2015 4:47 PM

143 I don't want the Council to be amalgamated. 6/5/2015 4:46 PM

144 Small Councillor representation. Councillors from larger councils getting more immediate service of their
wants and needs. Possible less efficiency within larger group. Possible loss of Strathfield Identity. Changes in
the way present services are delivered to our detriment. Less say about what we want in our Municipality and
less power to get delivered the services we want/require.

6/5/2015 3:59 PM

145 To amalgamate the local community would result in Strathfields identity being lost. To go down this path you
may as well eliminate Local Government all together.

6/5/2015 12:07 PM

146 refer to the above. possible higher rates due to the carry on debt from other councils after the merge, losing
identity, I like the positive connotations Sydney folks have about Strath as a suburb, it's not necessarily
comparable to the other councils.

6/5/2015 10:37 AM

147 loss of identity. larger organisations tend to respond to change slower with more levels of bureaucracy. 6/5/2015 12:19 AM

148 It will cause many issues with Strathfield district 6/4/2015 9:24 PM

149 no benefit in joining another council. loss od representation and higher rates 6/4/2015 4:27 PM
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150 Bigger is not better 6/4/2015 4:14 PM

151 loss of local identity loss of prompt and easy access to council services and personnel Strathfield will not be
financially healthy as at present

6/4/2015 1:02 PM

152 Big councils ignore local residents, you don't have a say 6/3/2015 8:17 PM

153 Strathfield should be ashamed how it has handled ACU university and paring issues in area. No consistency
at all.

6/3/2015 2:45 PM

154 Council would be too large and residents would have no say 6/3/2015 7:47 AM

155 Because we have nothing in common with councils/areas such as Marrickville, especially politically, but most
definitely culturally. You can't cater to everyone on that list - some citizens will fall by the wayside.

6/2/2015 6:16 PM

156 Inner west council is too big, why do Councils have to be so large? 6/2/2015 5:57 PM

157 I would never want Strathfield Council to be stand-alone. It's level of Councillor debate is too partisan. It's
Councillors unanimous vote to spend $100K - without a mandate on 'fighting' amalgamation was akin to King
Canute paying a PR firm to help him stop the waves.

6/2/2015 3:20 PM

158 z 6/2/2015 12:30 PM

159 not efficient 6/2/2015 12:46 AM

160 Big Councils are expensive, bureaucratic, impersonal and don't care about residents - people are just a
number like they are to state and federal government

6/1/2015 11:22 PM

161 don't like big councils, not responsive to community 6/1/2015 4:25 PM
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Q4 Please indicate to what extent do you
agree with the following statements:

Answered: 160 Skipped: 42
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Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Can't say

Representation
for local...

Larger local
Councils wou...

A larger local
Council woul...
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 Strongly
agree

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
disagree

Can't
say

Total
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72.96%
116

12.58%
20

5.66%
9

3.77%
6

3.77%
6

1.26%
2

 
159

6.96%
11

10.13%
16

6.33%
10

24.68%
39

45.57%
72

6.33%
10

 
158

67.50%
108

15.63%
25

5.63%
9

3.75%
6

5.00%
8

2.50%
4

 
160

Representation for local residents in an amalgamated Council will
be reduced.

Larger local Councils would deliver more cost effective and better
services for residents and communities.

A larger local Council would be less responsive to local
communities and rates would increase
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77.50% 124

10.63% 17

5.63% 9

2.50% 4

3.75% 6

Q5 How important to you is Strathfield's
local identity?

Answered: 160 Skipped: 42

Total 160

Very important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not very
Important

Not at all
important
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Answer Choices Responses

Very important

Important

Somewhat important

Not very Important

Not at all important
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91.77% 145

8.23% 13

0.00% 0

Q6 What is your status in relation to your
home?

Answered: 158 Skipped: 44

Total 158

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Religious sister living in a Trustee owned unit 6/16/2015 4:00 PM

Owner

Renting/Board

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Owner

Renting/Board

Other
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4.43% 7

15.82% 25

13.92% 22

65.82% 104

Q7 How long have you lived in the
Strathfield Council area?

Answered: 158 Skipped: 44

Total 158

Less than 1
year

1 - 5 years

6 - 10 years

More than 10
years

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Less than 1 year

1 - 5 years

6 - 10 years

More than 10 years
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64.10% 100

12.82% 20

12.82% 20

8.33% 13

1.28% 2

0.64% 1

Q8 Which suburb do you live in?
Answered: 156 Skipped: 46

Total 156

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Belfield 6/20/2015 10:49 AM

2 Its embarrising being represented by such rubbish 6/17/2015 8:45 PM

3 Belfield 6/16/2015 11:32 PM

4 Belfield 6/16/2015 2:02 PM

5 Belfield 6/10/2015 8:45 PM

6 North Strathfield 6/9/2015 8:32 PM

7 Belfield 6/6/2015 3:45 PM

Strathfield

Strathfield
South

Homebush

Homebush West

Greenacre

Chullora

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Strathfield
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Homebush

Homebush West

Greenacre

Chullora
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0.00% 0

6.41% 10

39.10% 61

28.21% 44

25.00% 39

1.28% 2

Q9 Which age group do you belong to?
Answered: 156 Skipped: 46

Total 156

Under 18

18-29 yrs

30-49 yrs

50-64 yrs

65+ yrs

Prefer not to
say
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Answer Choices Responses

Under 18

18-29 yrs

30-49 yrs

50-64 yrs

65+ yrs

Prefer not to say
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51.92% 81

48.08% 75

Q10 What is your gender?
Answered: 156 Skipped: 46

Total 156

Male

Female

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Male

Female
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