
































































Rock by the River Festival,  
Fourth weekend in August
A top weekend line up for you to enjoy!  Rock and Roll at its best. 
For more information Ph 03 5453 2159.

Border Open Pro-Am,  
Second weekend in September
Australia’s longest running two day Pro-Am.  For more information, 
Club Professional Rob McNaughton Ph 03 5453 2772.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival,  
Third weekend in September 
Web: www.tooleybucsc.com.au

Barham Koondrook Show,  
Third weekend in October
Great entertainment on stage Friday evening, culminating with 
a spectacular fireworks display from 9pm.  A full program of 
entertainment and attractions continues Saturday. For more 
information, Phone 03 5453 2021.

Wakool Sheep Races,  
First Saturday of November
It’s the Melbourne Cup of the Bush! Be in with a chance to win cash 
if your sheep runs first in the prestigious Wakool Cup. Call Max 
Treweek Ph 03 5887 1166. 

Tooleybuc Murray Muster,  
Third weekend in November
A superb line up of country music artists to entertain at the 
Tooleybuc Club. For more info Ph 03 5030 5476.

Moulamein Races,  
Second Saturday of December
Kick up your hooves at the annual Moulamein Races. A day jam 
packed with racing, fashion & fun for the whole family.  For more 
race information, Tarsh on Ph 03  5034 0591.

Council adopted the 2014/2015 draft 
budget and Community Strategic Plan at 
its June Ordinary Meeting. 

The budget had been amended at the 
May Ordinary Meeting after the Federal 

Government announced a freeze on the 
indexation of Local Government Financial 
Assistance Grants for the next three 
years. This meant $105,000 of revenue 
was removed from the 2014/2015 budget, 
while the effect on the 10-year Long Term 

Financial Plan is a $3.2m reduction in 
revenue. 

Despite the freeze, Council will maintain 
expenditure on services and operations at 
the same levels as the last financial year. 
It will also be reviewing the organisation 
to find operational savings and is planning 
on a reduction in working capital in 
2014/2015.

Council will also be starting the process 
for a special rate variation, to begin from 
the 2015/2016 financial year. This must be 
done through a community consultation 
process and application to the Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). 

Regardless of the announcement, Council’s 
2014/2015 budget still includes a number 
of initiatives, focusing on local roads 
and bridges, projects and economic 
development, including: 

• Implementation of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program 
for local roads, with five timber bridges 
to be completed during the 2014/2015 
financial year. 

Continued next page…
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What’s on in the Wakool Shire

What’s on section 
is changing

Events will only be listed if details have been forwarded for the 
next edition.  Even if your events are run annually it will not 
be included unless your club or organisation contacts Council 
with details to ensure they are current from year to year - this 
also gives the opportunity for smaller, non-annual events to 
submit details too. 

Please email your listings to mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au - you 
may also include one picture of your event if you want.

Shire Wire editions are Mid February, Mid May, Mid August, 
Mid November; so if your event runs at the start of February 
your event would be best listed in the November edition.
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Wakool shire council 
2014/2015 budget adopted

Wakool’s World of Works
A selected snapshot of some current projects and works by our 
Engineering Department...

PROJECTS
• Council is managing the replacement of the Gee Gee Bridge 

(currently owned by RMS). Following environmental studies, 
construction on the replacement bridge is anticipated to start 
in late 2015. 

• Renewal of East Barham Road is continuing.

•  A 2km section of road between Wakool and Deniliquin will be 
renewed. 

•  The Tooleybuc Water Treatment Plant upgrade is expected 
to start early next year. The upgrade will increase the water 
treatment plant’s capacity. 

•  The next stage of the Barham Stormwater Strategy will 
include the renewal of pumping stations in Gonn Street, which 
will take place this financial year. This will be followed by the 
renewal of underground drainage in Punt Road (late 2015). 

OTHER PROJECTS
• Sewer rehabilitation works are programmed for Moulamein 

and Murray Downs this financial year.

• Draft Flood Risk Plans were adopted at the June Council 
meeting, with the draft plans then put on public display for 
feedback. Flood mitigation measures from the plans will now 
be examined.  

• MR319 Thule and Gonn Street reconstruction is complete. 
Water main replacement will take place along Thule Street. 

•  Work is complete on the erosion and retaining wall 
remediation in Barham by Comdain Infrastructure. 
Construction of a timber facade for the front of the concrete 
panels has commenced as part of the Better Boating Program.

•  Culverts in Vinecombe Lane and Lawson Road are complete 
as part of the Barham Stormwater Strategy.

•  Works on the Moulamein Office car park have started, with 
kerbing and access complete. This project involves new 
kerbing, footpaths, surface and landscaping.

GENERAL
• Traffic counts have been placed along Wakool Street between 

Thule and Mellool Street, Noorong and Niemur Street and 
Punt Road and Forest Street in Barham. 

• Various roads have been graded throughout the Shire.

• Road sign inspections/installation has taken place.

•  Road and bridge inspections are being conducted.

• Playground inspections have been carried out. 

• Ongoing routine maintenance has been performed in each 
township of the Shire.

•  Repairs and maintenance is taking place in all towns, 
including routine pavement patching and soft fall 
replacement.

Construction for the replacement of Gee Gee Bridge is 
anticipated to start in late 2015. 

Works are underway on Marunda Road Bridge as part of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program for local roads. Five timber bridges 
will be completed during the 2014/2015 financial year.

Baljit Atwal and Jacob Pitlo officially became Australian Citizens following a Citizenship Ceremony at the Barham 
Reception Centre on the 27 June. The ceremony, attended by family members, friends and Council staff, was 
conducted by Wakool Shire Council Mayor Neil Gorey.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival rolls into town in 
September.

Medal for Barham Avocados 
in ABC produce awards

Congratulations to Barham Avocados on becoming a medallist 
in this year’s ABC Delicious Produce Awards!

Barham Avocados received the recognition for its Reed avocado 
in the From the Earth category, the company was also a finalist 
in the same category as artisan producer for Avo’ Oil.

Barham Avocados were also medallists in the 2012 and 2013 
ABC Delicious Produce Awards.  

Congratulations also go to Bundarra Berkshires Free Range 
Pork and the Red Gum Food Group, both of whom also reached 
the finals of this year’s awards.

Bundarra Berkshires Free Range Pork was a finalist in the 
From the Paddock category for its free-range Berkshire pork 
and artisan producer for Berkshire handcrafted bacon. 

The Koondrook Barham Farmers’ Market was also named as a 
finalist in the Outstanding Farmers’ Market category. 

More than 3000 products were entered into this year’s ABC 
Delicious Produce Awards. Sixty finalists were chosen for 
national judging, which was narrowed down to 19 finalists after 
a produce tasting by the awards’ judges in Sydney. 
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Wakool Shire Council has welcomed its 
new Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager, Gary Kerr. 

Gary has been involved in economic 
development in regional New South Wales 
and Queensland for around 20 years.

One of his initial tasks was updating Council’s 
Economic Development Strategy, which 
sets out actions and outcomes for economic 
development within the Shire. The draft 
strategy 2014-2017 was adopted by Council at 
the July Ordinary Meeting. 

The strategy focuses on directions identified 
in Council’s Vision 2023 Community Strategic 
Plan, and six driving sectors of the Wakool 
Shire economy – agriculture, tourism, health 
and community services, education, retail and 
the Red Gum industry. 

A further report will be presented to Council 
for consideration and adoption of the 
Economic Development Strategy, including 
any amendments, after the public exhibition 
period. 

Council is certainly looking forward to the 
new initiatives that will emerge from this 
updated strategy and the economic direction 
it will take the Shire now and into the future.

The Moulamein and District Endless 
Opportunities Forum also saw around 60 
community members provide feedback to 
Council and discuss a range of opportunities 
for the district.  

Discussions centred on town centre 
revitalisation, tourism and value-added 
agriculture, with a range of ideas to come out 
of these themes. 

Ideas included walking and bicycle trails 
in town and surrounds (including along 
the river), town entry and promotions, and 
an arts and crafts theme within the central 
business district. The forum also identified a 
possible annual agriculture forum focusing on 
research and education.

At the time of writing, a Tooleybuc Central 
Business District Revitalisation Forum was 
due to be held on the 6 August 2014. Details 
on the forum and its outcomes will be in the 
next edition of Shire Wire, due out in mid-
November. 

Gary can be contacted at the Barham Office 
on 03 5453 3200.
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MaYor’s Message
CROSS-BORDER 
ISSUES UP FOR 
DISCUSSION
The Central Murray Cross Border Forum, to 
be held on the 29 and 30 October, will be 
tackling the huge number of issues for our 
communities living along either side of the 
New South Wales-Victoria border.

The forum, which is being arranged by 
Wakool Shire and Deniliquin Council, will 
see the meeting of seven New South Wales 
councils and three Victorian councils, 
as well as federal and state government 
representatives. Non-government, business 
and community groups will also be involved 
in the forum.  

There are some 1200 cross-border issues 
along the Murray, from vehicle licensing 
and registration, health, education, building 
and construction, taxes, law enforcement, 
and more. Post-hospital care continues to 
be of a major concern, while water transfers 
also remain a big problem.

Councils and community members are 
being asked to provide their concerns 
around cross-border issues in the lead up 
to the event. Further details on the forum 
and its program will be available later this 
month.

Actions from the October forum’s 
recommendations will be included in a five-
year strategy with planned annual forums 
and workshops to build on the actions from 
this strategy.

2014/2015 BUDGET 
Despite the impact of the freeze on 
indexation of Financial Assistant Grants, 
Council’s 2014/2015 budget does include a 
number of initiatives and projects. 
As mentioned in this edition of Shire 
Wire, the budget has a focus on local roads 
and bridges, and town maintenance and 
construction – including the resealing 
program and stormwater drainage for 
Barham and Moulamein. 
It’s also great to see funding towards the 
scoping and planning of the Moulamein Hub 
and Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects at $50,000 
each. The budget also makes provision for 
Council’s economic development, which 
Council was pleased to welcome Gary Kerr 
as Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager. 
Gary is already concentrating on a number 
of economic development initiatives within 
the Shire, including updating Council’s 
economic development strategy, which the 
draft has been out on public exhibition. 
Consultation and community meetings 
around economic development within the 
Shire are also underway.  
Council is committed to supporting 
economic development throughout our 
Shire and invite our business and broader 
communities to join us in building a 
resilient, growing local economy and 
vibrant communities.

 Neil Gorey MAYOR

Timber bridge replacement 
program underway

Column steel piles being installed for Nacurrie Road North Bridge.

Citizenship Award Nominations 
Open Next Month

For Your inFo:

COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

Due to the Moulamein Office 
redevelopment, locations of the monthly 
Council meetings will continue to rotate 
across the Shire for 2014. 

ORDINARY 
MEETINGS

Wakool (20th August 2014)

Barham (17th September 2014)

Moulamein (15th October 2014)

Murray Downs (19th November 
2014)
Council’s Ordinary Meetings start at 2pm. 
Members of the public are welcome to 
attend these monthly meetings. 

Council meeting agendas and minutes are 
available from the Barham or Moulamein 
Offices or on Council’s website. 

If there’s information you can’t find, 
call our administrative services team 
on 03 5887 5007 and they will pass the 
information to you.

If you’re interested in addressing Council 
on any matter, this needs to be discussed 
with our Executive Assistant who can 
be contacted on 03 5887 5007 during 
business hours. 

Renewed focus on Tourism 
and Economic Development

General Manager Bruce Graham 
with Economic Development and 
Tourism Manager Gary Kerr.

GET READY FOR 
THE RETUNE!

As the final step in Australia’s successful 
move to digital-only TV, some TV channels 
will be changing frequencies. These moves 
will free up broadcasting spectrum so that 
it can be used for new services such as 
mobile broadband.

After the channels have changed, you will 
need to retune your digital TV, set-top box 
or digital TV recorder to find the channels 
that have moved.

The retune will take place across Australia 
progressively until the end of 2014. Your 
retune date depends on your location and 
which tower you’re receiving your TV 
signal from. 

Some people within the same town or city 
will have different retune dates. This is 
because some areas may be serviced by a 
number of TV towers. The best way to find 
the retune date in your area is by entering 
your address into the “Get retune info” 
box on the website at: digitalready.gov.
au/retune. 

Just like the successful switch to digital-
only TV, the retune has been carefully 
planned to make sure the change is as easy 
as possible. 

For further information on retuning, visit 
the retune website at digitalready.gov.au/
retune or contact the call centre on 1800 
20 10 13, 8am to 10pm (AEST), 7 days.

Next Of Kin Program 
Barham Police are inviting people living alone to register for the Next of Kin Program. 

The Next of Kin Program is FREE and enables people living alone, regardless of age or 
disability to record their details at their local police station. 

The information is entered on NSW Police Next of Kin Register and holds information of 
the nominated next of kin, doctors, dentists and any medical warnings which may be used 
to assist ambulance and police in an emergency situation. If an incident occurs that leaves 
them incapacitated, emergency services will be able to contact a next of kin or medical 
services for guidance.

The registered person is provided with a key ring and a sticker displaying their registered 
number to place on their phone or refrigerator to alert emergency services that they are a 
registered person. 

Registration forms can be collected from Barham Police Station, Barham Community 
Health, Barham HACC office, Barham Medical Centre, and the Barham and Moulamein 
Council Offices. Police will arrange collection of completed registration forms from these 
places or forms can be returned directly to Barham Police Station.

Further information can be obtained by contacting Barham Police Station on 03 5453 2044. 

Wandering Stock 
Reminders

Wakool Shire’s Compliance Team are 
reminding local farmers of the dangers of 
wandering stock on public roads.

Under the Crown Lands Act 1993 it is an 
offence to allow stock to graze or be driven on 
public land due to the risks involved. 

Stock wandering uncontrolled on roads and 
even in public places are serious hazards for 
both people and road traffic, particularly at 
night.

In a bid to eliminate this problem, Wakool 
Shire have invested in portable stock yards 
which will allow Rangers to impound animals 
that are found grazing in public areas. 

Penalty Infringement Notices may also apply 
along with the associated costs of impounding. 

While impoundment is necessary to ensure 
traffic safety and to protect the animals 
themselves, our Compliance Team will 
make every effort to work with farmers to 
recommend the best solutions for stock 
grazing.

Think of the public and help make our roads 
a safer place by contacting our Compliance 
Team: 03 5453 3200.

Routine weed spraying in progress
Council is currently carrying out routine weed spraying of all local and main road shoulders 
throughout the Wakool Shire Council area at various times. 

The immediate area being sprayed will be sign posted while the spray unit is in operation/
progress.

Weed spraying around the Shire will continue until the 17 July 2015. 

If you have any enquiries or would like further information, please contact Council’s 
Noxious Weeds Officer, Stephen Battenally on 0427  513 982 during business hours. 

COUNCILLORS 
REDUCE 

ALLOWANCE
At its June meeting, Council formally 
elected to reduce the current Councillor 
allowance to the minimum payable and 
to freeze the Mayoral allowance at its 
current level for the next financial year.

The reduction of the Councillor allowance 
and freezing of Mayoral allowance is in 
recognition of the impact on Council’s 
2014/2015 budget following the freeze 
on the indexation of Local Government 
Financial Assistance Grants. 

“The freeze on the indexation of Financial 
Assistance Grants had an impact of 
$105,000 in revenue for Council’s 
2014/2015 budget,” Wakool Shire Council 
Mayor Cr Neil Gorey said.

“In light of this impact and the resulting 
effect on the budget, Council felt it was 
only right to lower its fees to the minimum 
payable for the next 12 months, as well as 
keep the Mayoral allowance at the same 
level as the previous financial year.”

From front page…
• $1.158m for roads and bridge maintenance. 

• $556,000 for the rural roads resealing 
program.

• $350,000 for gravel re-sheets and formation 
works. 

• More than $1.5m towards town maintenance 
and construction, including:

o $856,300 for town works maintenance

o $138,000 for the resealing program 

o $120,000 towards the Stormwater 
Drainage Strategy for Barham and 
Moulamein. 

• $50,000 each for scoping and plan 
preparation for the Moulamein Hub and 
Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects.

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) in 
partnership with VicRoads, has started 
planning for a new bridge at Tooleybuc.

After receiving feedback from the community, 
three route options have been selected for 
further investigation. All options connect to 
Murray Street. 

• Yellow option – a high level bridge 
downstream of the existing bridge.

• Blue option – a low level bridge with a lift 
span immediately next to and upstream 
of the existing bridge.

• Purple option – a low level bridge with a 
lift span upstream of the existing bridge 
(based on the previous high level orange 
option).

Together with VicRoads and Wakool Shire 
Council, RMS are currently carrying out 
specialist studies around these three options. 

A noise and vibration assessment has been 
completed, while a flood modelling study 
and a socio-economic study are underway. 
RMS will also start underwater surveys and 
an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
around the options. A flora and fauna 
assessment is due to start in spring.  

An urban design study will look at the 
landscape and the visual impact of each 
bridge option, and an architectural firm will 
be engaged regarding ideas around the old 
Tooleybuc Bridge, including the wharf. 

Following the studies, RMS will present their 
results and their preferred bridge option at a 
community consultation session, expected to 
take place by March 2015.

Further details regarding the studies and the 
consultation session will be in the next edition 
of Shire Wire due out in mid-November. 

The Murray River Bridge at Tooleybuc is part 

of the NSW Government’s Bridges for Bush 

initiative. 

Tooleybuc Bridge update
Wakool Shire Council will also 
be working with the Tooleybuc 
community regarding a range of 
opportunities for the town around 
the replacement bridge, whichever 
option is decided.

This includes revitalising the 
affected section of Murray Street 
and keeping heritage aspects of the 
original bridge, such as the bridge 
keeper’s cottage. 

Council and the Tooleybuc 
community will identify preferred 
revitalisation projects and will work 
with Roads and Maritime Services 
to realise these opportunities. 

Wakool Shire Council’s accelerated timber bridge replacement program for local roads is in 
progress, with works to Nacurrie Road North Bridge underway. 

Approximately 52 metres long, the Nacurrie Road North Bridge is seven spans, each of which 
is 7.5 metres long.  Forty universal column steel piles up to 20 metres deep have been installed, 
while a modular steel frame structure will be assembled for the superstructure below the deck. 
Modular precast concrete will then be installed above the steel frame structure.

The Nacurrie Road North Bridge, which is being delivered by Council staff and contractors, is 
expected to be finished during the next couple of months. The final stage will include works at 
the bridge approaches. 

In addition to the Nacurrie Road North Bridge, four more bridges will be delivered during this 
financial year under the timber bridge replacement program. 

This includes Marunda Bridge which has been excavated and is ready for pile driving, while 
designs for Coolbool Island Bridge are nearing completion. 

This September, Wakool Shire Council will 
once again be inviting nominations for the 
following awards for 2014:

• Citizen of the Year

• Junior Citizen of the Year

•  Sportsperson or Sporting 
Achievement of the Year

•  Community Event of the Year

The aim of the awards is to recognise 
outstanding contributions to the local 
community, and to highlight the importance 
and significance of Australia Day.  Start 
thinking about who you think might be a 
worthy candidate in your town and pick up a 
nomination form in September from Council 
Offices or on our website. 

The awards will be presented to the recipients 
at their local Australia Day celebrations in 
2015.
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Wakool Shire Council has welcomed its 
new Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager, Gary Kerr. 

Gary has been involved in economic 
development in regional New South Wales 
and Queensland for around 20 years.

One of his initial tasks was updating Council’s 
Economic Development Strategy, which 
sets out actions and outcomes for economic 
development within the Shire. The draft 
strategy 2014-2017 was adopted by Council at 
the July Ordinary Meeting. 

The strategy focuses on directions identified 
in Council’s Vision 2023 Community Strategic 
Plan, and six driving sectors of the Wakool 
Shire economy – agriculture, tourism, health 
and community services, education, retail and 
the Red Gum industry. 

A further report will be presented to Council 
for consideration and adoption of the 
Economic Development Strategy, including 
any amendments, after the public exhibition 
period. 

Council is certainly looking forward to the 
new initiatives that will emerge from this 
updated strategy and the economic direction 
it will take the Shire now and into the future.

The Moulamein and District Endless 
Opportunities Forum also saw around 60 
community members provide feedback to 
Council and discuss a range of opportunities 
for the district.  

Discussions centred on town centre 
revitalisation, tourism and value-added 
agriculture, with a range of ideas to come out 
of these themes. 

Ideas included walking and bicycle trails 
in town and surrounds (including along 
the river), town entry and promotions, and 
an arts and crafts theme within the central 
business district. The forum also identified a 
possible annual agriculture forum focusing on 
research and education.

At the time of writing, a Tooleybuc Central 
Business District Revitalisation Forum was 
due to be held on the 6 August 2014. Details 
on the forum and its outcomes will be in the 
next edition of Shire Wire, due out in mid-
November. 

Gary can be contacted at the Barham Office 
on 03 5453 3200.
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MaYor’s Message
CROSS-BORDER 
ISSUES UP FOR 
DISCUSSION
The Central Murray Cross Border Forum, to 
be held on the 29 and 30 October, will be 
tackling the huge number of issues for our 
communities living along either side of the 
New South Wales-Victoria border.

The forum, which is being arranged by 
Wakool Shire and Deniliquin Council, will 
see the meeting of seven New South Wales 
councils and three Victorian councils, 
as well as federal and state government 
representatives. Non-government, business 
and community groups will also be involved 
in the forum.  

There are some 1200 cross-border issues 
along the Murray, from vehicle licensing 
and registration, health, education, building 
and construction, taxes, law enforcement, 
and more. Post-hospital care continues to 
be of a major concern, while water transfers 
also remain a big problem.

Councils and community members are 
being asked to provide their concerns 
around cross-border issues in the lead up 
to the event. Further details on the forum 
and its program will be available later this 
month.

Actions from the October forum’s 
recommendations will be included in a five-
year strategy with planned annual forums 
and workshops to build on the actions from 
this strategy.

2014/2015 BUDGET 
Despite the impact of the freeze on 
indexation of Financial Assistant Grants, 
Council’s 2014/2015 budget does include a 
number of initiatives and projects. 
As mentioned in this edition of Shire 
Wire, the budget has a focus on local roads 
and bridges, and town maintenance and 
construction – including the resealing 
program and stormwater drainage for 
Barham and Moulamein. 
It’s also great to see funding towards the 
scoping and planning of the Moulamein Hub 
and Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects at $50,000 
each. The budget also makes provision for 
Council’s economic development, which 
Council was pleased to welcome Gary Kerr 
as Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager. 
Gary is already concentrating on a number 
of economic development initiatives within 
the Shire, including updating Council’s 
economic development strategy, which the 
draft has been out on public exhibition. 
Consultation and community meetings 
around economic development within the 
Shire are also underway.  
Council is committed to supporting 
economic development throughout our 
Shire and invite our business and broader 
communities to join us in building a 
resilient, growing local economy and 
vibrant communities.

 Neil Gorey MAYOR

Timber bridge replacement 
program underway

Column steel piles being installed for Nacurrie Road North Bridge.

Citizenship Award Nominations 
Open Next Month

For Your inFo:

COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

Due to the Moulamein Office 
redevelopment, locations of the monthly 
Council meetings will continue to rotate 
across the Shire for 2014. 

ORDINARY 
MEETINGS

Wakool (20th August 2014)

Barham (17th September 2014)

Moulamein (15th October 2014)

Murray Downs (19th November 
2014)
Council’s Ordinary Meetings start at 2pm. 
Members of the public are welcome to 
attend these monthly meetings. 

Council meeting agendas and minutes are 
available from the Barham or Moulamein 
Offices or on Council’s website. 

If there’s information you can’t find, 
call our administrative services team 
on 03 5887 5007 and they will pass the 
information to you.

If you’re interested in addressing Council 
on any matter, this needs to be discussed 
with our Executive Assistant who can 
be contacted on 03 5887 5007 during 
business hours. 

Renewed focus on Tourism 
and Economic Development

General Manager Bruce Graham 
with Economic Development and 
Tourism Manager Gary Kerr.

GET READY FOR 
THE RETUNE!

As the final step in Australia’s successful 
move to digital-only TV, some TV channels 
will be changing frequencies. These moves 
will free up broadcasting spectrum so that 
it can be used for new services such as 
mobile broadband.

After the channels have changed, you will 
need to retune your digital TV, set-top box 
or digital TV recorder to find the channels 
that have moved.

The retune will take place across Australia 
progressively until the end of 2014. Your 
retune date depends on your location and 
which tower you’re receiving your TV 
signal from. 

Some people within the same town or city 
will have different retune dates. This is 
because some areas may be serviced by a 
number of TV towers. The best way to find 
the retune date in your area is by entering 
your address into the “Get retune info” 
box on the website at: digitalready.gov.
au/retune. 

Just like the successful switch to digital-
only TV, the retune has been carefully 
planned to make sure the change is as easy 
as possible. 

For further information on retuning, visit 
the retune website at digitalready.gov.au/
retune or contact the call centre on 1800 
20 10 13, 8am to 10pm (AEST), 7 days.

Next Of Kin Program 
Barham Police are inviting people living alone to register for the Next of Kin Program. 

The Next of Kin Program is FREE and enables people living alone, regardless of age or 
disability to record their details at their local police station. 

The information is entered on NSW Police Next of Kin Register and holds information of 
the nominated next of kin, doctors, dentists and any medical warnings which may be used 
to assist ambulance and police in an emergency situation. If an incident occurs that leaves 
them incapacitated, emergency services will be able to contact a next of kin or medical 
services for guidance.

The registered person is provided with a key ring and a sticker displaying their registered 
number to place on their phone or refrigerator to alert emergency services that they are a 
registered person. 

Registration forms can be collected from Barham Police Station, Barham Community 
Health, Barham HACC office, Barham Medical Centre, and the Barham and Moulamein 
Council Offices. Police will arrange collection of completed registration forms from these 
places or forms can be returned directly to Barham Police Station.

Further information can be obtained by contacting Barham Police Station on 03 5453 2044. 

Wandering Stock 
Reminders

Wakool Shire’s Compliance Team are 
reminding local farmers of the dangers of 
wandering stock on public roads.

Under the Crown Lands Act 1993 it is an 
offence to allow stock to graze or be driven on 
public land due to the risks involved. 

Stock wandering uncontrolled on roads and 
even in public places are serious hazards for 
both people and road traffic, particularly at 
night.

In a bid to eliminate this problem, Wakool 
Shire have invested in portable stock yards 
which will allow Rangers to impound animals 
that are found grazing in public areas. 

Penalty Infringement Notices may also apply 
along with the associated costs of impounding. 

While impoundment is necessary to ensure 
traffic safety and to protect the animals 
themselves, our Compliance Team will 
make every effort to work with farmers to 
recommend the best solutions for stock 
grazing.

Think of the public and help make our roads 
a safer place by contacting our Compliance 
Team: 03 5453 3200.

Routine weed spraying in progress
Council is currently carrying out routine weed spraying of all local and main road shoulders 
throughout the Wakool Shire Council area at various times. 

The immediate area being sprayed will be sign posted while the spray unit is in operation/
progress.

Weed spraying around the Shire will continue until the 17 July 2015. 

If you have any enquiries or would like further information, please contact Council’s 
Noxious Weeds Officer, Stephen Battenally on 0427  513 982 during business hours. 

COUNCILLORS 
REDUCE 

ALLOWANCE
At its June meeting, Council formally 
elected to reduce the current Councillor 
allowance to the minimum payable and 
to freeze the Mayoral allowance at its 
current level for the next financial year.

The reduction of the Councillor allowance 
and freezing of Mayoral allowance is in 
recognition of the impact on Council’s 
2014/2015 budget following the freeze 
on the indexation of Local Government 
Financial Assistance Grants. 

“The freeze on the indexation of Financial 
Assistance Grants had an impact of 
$105,000 in revenue for Council’s 
2014/2015 budget,” Wakool Shire Council 
Mayor Cr Neil Gorey said.

“In light of this impact and the resulting 
effect on the budget, Council felt it was 
only right to lower its fees to the minimum 
payable for the next 12 months, as well as 
keep the Mayoral allowance at the same 
level as the previous financial year.”

From front page…
• $1.158m for roads and bridge maintenance. 

• $556,000 for the rural roads resealing 
program.

• $350,000 for gravel re-sheets and formation 
works. 

• More than $1.5m towards town maintenance 
and construction, including:

o $856,300 for town works maintenance

o $138,000 for the resealing program 

o $120,000 towards the Stormwater 
Drainage Strategy for Barham and 
Moulamein. 

• $50,000 each for scoping and plan 
preparation for the Moulamein Hub and 
Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects.

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) in 
partnership with VicRoads, has started 
planning for a new bridge at Tooleybuc.

After receiving feedback from the community, 
three route options have been selected for 
further investigation. All options connect to 
Murray Street. 

• Yellow option – a high level bridge 
downstream of the existing bridge.

• Blue option – a low level bridge with a lift 
span immediately next to and upstream 
of the existing bridge.

• Purple option – a low level bridge with a 
lift span upstream of the existing bridge 
(based on the previous high level orange 
option).

Together with VicRoads and Wakool Shire 
Council, RMS are currently carrying out 
specialist studies around these three options. 

A noise and vibration assessment has been 
completed, while a flood modelling study 
and a socio-economic study are underway. 
RMS will also start underwater surveys and 
an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
around the options. A flora and fauna 
assessment is due to start in spring.  

An urban design study will look at the 
landscape and the visual impact of each 
bridge option, and an architectural firm will 
be engaged regarding ideas around the old 
Tooleybuc Bridge, including the wharf. 

Following the studies, RMS will present their 
results and their preferred bridge option at a 
community consultation session, expected to 
take place by March 2015.

Further details regarding the studies and the 
consultation session will be in the next edition 
of Shire Wire due out in mid-November. 

The Murray River Bridge at Tooleybuc is part 

of the NSW Government’s Bridges for Bush 

initiative. 

Tooleybuc Bridge update
Wakool Shire Council will also 
be working with the Tooleybuc 
community regarding a range of 
opportunities for the town around 
the replacement bridge, whichever 
option is decided.

This includes revitalising the 
affected section of Murray Street 
and keeping heritage aspects of the 
original bridge, such as the bridge 
keeper’s cottage. 

Council and the Tooleybuc 
community will identify preferred 
revitalisation projects and will work 
with Roads and Maritime Services 
to realise these opportunities. 

Wakool Shire Council’s accelerated timber bridge replacement program for local roads is in 
progress, with works to Nacurrie Road North Bridge underway. 

Approximately 52 metres long, the Nacurrie Road North Bridge is seven spans, each of which 
is 7.5 metres long.  Forty universal column steel piles up to 20 metres deep have been installed, 
while a modular steel frame structure will be assembled for the superstructure below the deck. 
Modular precast concrete will then be installed above the steel frame structure.

The Nacurrie Road North Bridge, which is being delivered by Council staff and contractors, is 
expected to be finished during the next couple of months. The final stage will include works at 
the bridge approaches. 

In addition to the Nacurrie Road North Bridge, four more bridges will be delivered during this 
financial year under the timber bridge replacement program. 

This includes Marunda Bridge which has been excavated and is ready for pile driving, while 
designs for Coolbool Island Bridge are nearing completion. 

This September, Wakool Shire Council will 
once again be inviting nominations for the 
following awards for 2014:

• Citizen of the Year

• Junior Citizen of the Year

•  Sportsperson or Sporting 
Achievement of the Year

•  Community Event of the Year

The aim of the awards is to recognise 
outstanding contributions to the local 
community, and to highlight the importance 
and significance of Australia Day.  Start 
thinking about who you think might be a 
worthy candidate in your town and pick up a 
nomination form in September from Council 
Offices or on our website. 

The awards will be presented to the recipients 
at their local Australia Day celebrations in 
2015.
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Wakool Shire Council has welcomed its 
new Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager, Gary Kerr. 

Gary has been involved in economic 
development in regional New South Wales 
and Queensland for around 20 years.

One of his initial tasks was updating Council’s 
Economic Development Strategy, which 
sets out actions and outcomes for economic 
development within the Shire. The draft 
strategy 2014-2017 was adopted by Council at 
the July Ordinary Meeting. 

The strategy focuses on directions identified 
in Council’s Vision 2023 Community Strategic 
Plan, and six driving sectors of the Wakool 
Shire economy – agriculture, tourism, health 
and community services, education, retail and 
the Red Gum industry. 

A further report will be presented to Council 
for consideration and adoption of the 
Economic Development Strategy, including 
any amendments, after the public exhibition 
period. 

Council is certainly looking forward to the 
new initiatives that will emerge from this 
updated strategy and the economic direction 
it will take the Shire now and into the future.

The Moulamein and District Endless 
Opportunities Forum also saw around 60 
community members provide feedback to 
Council and discuss a range of opportunities 
for the district.  

Discussions centred on town centre 
revitalisation, tourism and value-added 
agriculture, with a range of ideas to come out 
of these themes. 

Ideas included walking and bicycle trails 
in town and surrounds (including along 
the river), town entry and promotions, and 
an arts and crafts theme within the central 
business district. The forum also identified a 
possible annual agriculture forum focusing on 
research and education.

At the time of writing, a Tooleybuc Central 
Business District Revitalisation Forum was 
due to be held on the 6 August 2014. Details 
on the forum and its outcomes will be in the 
next edition of Shire Wire, due out in mid-
November. 

Gary can be contacted at the Barham Office 
on 03 5453 3200.

2
4

MaYor’s Message
CROSS-BORDER 
ISSUES UP FOR 
DISCUSSION
The Central Murray Cross Border Forum, to 
be held on the 29 and 30 October, will be 
tackling the huge number of issues for our 
communities living along either side of the 
New South Wales-Victoria border.

The forum, which is being arranged by 
Wakool Shire and Deniliquin Council, will 
see the meeting of seven New South Wales 
councils and three Victorian councils, 
as well as federal and state government 
representatives. Non-government, business 
and community groups will also be involved 
in the forum.  

There are some 1200 cross-border issues 
along the Murray, from vehicle licensing 
and registration, health, education, building 
and construction, taxes, law enforcement, 
and more. Post-hospital care continues to 
be of a major concern, while water transfers 
also remain a big problem.

Councils and community members are 
being asked to provide their concerns 
around cross-border issues in the lead up 
to the event. Further details on the forum 
and its program will be available later this 
month.

Actions from the October forum’s 
recommendations will be included in a five-
year strategy with planned annual forums 
and workshops to build on the actions from 
this strategy.

2014/2015 BUDGET 
Despite the impact of the freeze on 
indexation of Financial Assistant Grants, 
Council’s 2014/2015 budget does include a 
number of initiatives and projects. 
As mentioned in this edition of Shire 
Wire, the budget has a focus on local roads 
and bridges, and town maintenance and 
construction – including the resealing 
program and stormwater drainage for 
Barham and Moulamein. 
It’s also great to see funding towards the 
scoping and planning of the Moulamein Hub 
and Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects at $50,000 
each. The budget also makes provision for 
Council’s economic development, which 
Council was pleased to welcome Gary Kerr 
as Economic Development and Tourism 
Manager. 
Gary is already concentrating on a number 
of economic development initiatives within 
the Shire, including updating Council’s 
economic development strategy, which the 
draft has been out on public exhibition. 
Consultation and community meetings 
around economic development within the 
Shire are also underway.  
Council is committed to supporting 
economic development throughout our 
Shire and invite our business and broader 
communities to join us in building a 
resilient, growing local economy and 
vibrant communities.

 Neil Gorey MAYOR

Timber bridge replacement 
program underway

Column steel piles being installed for Nacurrie Road North Bridge.

Citizenship Award Nominations 
Open Next Month

For Your inFo:

COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

Due to the Moulamein Office 
redevelopment, locations of the monthly 
Council meetings will continue to rotate 
across the Shire for 2014. 

ORDINARY 
MEETINGS

Wakool (20th August 2014)

Barham (17th September 2014)

Moulamein (15th October 2014)

Murray Downs (19th November 
2014)
Council’s Ordinary Meetings start at 2pm. 
Members of the public are welcome to 
attend these monthly meetings. 

Council meeting agendas and minutes are 
available from the Barham or Moulamein 
Offices or on Council’s website. 

If there’s information you can’t find, 
call our administrative services team 
on 03 5887 5007 and they will pass the 
information to you.

If you’re interested in addressing Council 
on any matter, this needs to be discussed 
with our Executive Assistant who can 
be contacted on 03 5887 5007 during 
business hours. 

Renewed focus on Tourism 
and Economic Development

General Manager Bruce Graham 
with Economic Development and 
Tourism Manager Gary Kerr.

GET READY FOR 
THE RETUNE!

As the final step in Australia’s successful 
move to digital-only TV, some TV channels 
will be changing frequencies. These moves 
will free up broadcasting spectrum so that 
it can be used for new services such as 
mobile broadband.

After the channels have changed, you will 
need to retune your digital TV, set-top box 
or digital TV recorder to find the channels 
that have moved.

The retune will take place across Australia 
progressively until the end of 2014. Your 
retune date depends on your location and 
which tower you’re receiving your TV 
signal from. 

Some people within the same town or city 
will have different retune dates. This is 
because some areas may be serviced by a 
number of TV towers. The best way to find 
the retune date in your area is by entering 
your address into the “Get retune info” 
box on the website at: digitalready.gov.
au/retune. 

Just like the successful switch to digital-
only TV, the retune has been carefully 
planned to make sure the change is as easy 
as possible. 

For further information on retuning, visit 
the retune website at digitalready.gov.au/
retune or contact the call centre on 1800 
20 10 13, 8am to 10pm (AEST), 7 days.

Next Of Kin Program 
Barham Police are inviting people living alone to register for the Next of Kin Program. 

The Next of Kin Program is FREE and enables people living alone, regardless of age or 
disability to record their details at their local police station. 

The information is entered on NSW Police Next of Kin Register and holds information of 
the nominated next of kin, doctors, dentists and any medical warnings which may be used 
to assist ambulance and police in an emergency situation. If an incident occurs that leaves 
them incapacitated, emergency services will be able to contact a next of kin or medical 
services for guidance.

The registered person is provided with a key ring and a sticker displaying their registered 
number to place on their phone or refrigerator to alert emergency services that they are a 
registered person. 

Registration forms can be collected from Barham Police Station, Barham Community 
Health, Barham HACC office, Barham Medical Centre, and the Barham and Moulamein 
Council Offices. Police will arrange collection of completed registration forms from these 
places or forms can be returned directly to Barham Police Station.

Further information can be obtained by contacting Barham Police Station on 03 5453 2044. 

Wandering Stock 
Reminders

Wakool Shire’s Compliance Team are 
reminding local farmers of the dangers of 
wandering stock on public roads.

Under the Crown Lands Act 1993 it is an 
offence to allow stock to graze or be driven on 
public land due to the risks involved. 

Stock wandering uncontrolled on roads and 
even in public places are serious hazards for 
both people and road traffic, particularly at 
night.

In a bid to eliminate this problem, Wakool 
Shire have invested in portable stock yards 
which will allow Rangers to impound animals 
that are found grazing in public areas. 

Penalty Infringement Notices may also apply 
along with the associated costs of impounding. 

While impoundment is necessary to ensure 
traffic safety and to protect the animals 
themselves, our Compliance Team will 
make every effort to work with farmers to 
recommend the best solutions for stock 
grazing.

Think of the public and help make our roads 
a safer place by contacting our Compliance 
Team: 03 5453 3200.

Routine weed spraying in progress
Council is currently carrying out routine weed spraying of all local and main road shoulders 
throughout the Wakool Shire Council area at various times. 

The immediate area being sprayed will be sign posted while the spray unit is in operation/
progress.

Weed spraying around the Shire will continue until the 17 July 2015. 

If you have any enquiries or would like further information, please contact Council’s 
Noxious Weeds Officer, Stephen Battenally on 0427  513 982 during business hours. 

COUNCILLORS 
REDUCE 

ALLOWANCE
At its June meeting, Council formally 
elected to reduce the current Councillor 
allowance to the minimum payable and 
to freeze the Mayoral allowance at its 
current level for the next financial year.

The reduction of the Councillor allowance 
and freezing of Mayoral allowance is in 
recognition of the impact on Council’s 
2014/2015 budget following the freeze 
on the indexation of Local Government 
Financial Assistance Grants. 

“The freeze on the indexation of Financial 
Assistance Grants had an impact of 
$105,000 in revenue for Council’s 
2014/2015 budget,” Wakool Shire Council 
Mayor Cr Neil Gorey said.

“In light of this impact and the resulting 
effect on the budget, Council felt it was 
only right to lower its fees to the minimum 
payable for the next 12 months, as well as 
keep the Mayoral allowance at the same 
level as the previous financial year.”

From front page…
• $1.158m for roads and bridge maintenance. 

• $556,000 for the rural roads resealing 
program.

• $350,000 for gravel re-sheets and formation 
works. 

• More than $1.5m towards town maintenance 
and construction, including:

o $856,300 for town works maintenance

o $138,000 for the resealing program 

o $120,000 towards the Stormwater 
Drainage Strategy for Barham and 
Moulamein. 

• $50,000 each for scoping and plan 
preparation for the Moulamein Hub and 
Wakool Agrifood Naturally (formerly 
Barham Q Centre) projects.

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) in 
partnership with VicRoads, has started 
planning for a new bridge at Tooleybuc.

After receiving feedback from the community, 
three route options have been selected for 
further investigation. All options connect to 
Murray Street. 

• Yellow option – a high level bridge 
downstream of the existing bridge.

• Blue option – a low level bridge with a lift 
span immediately next to and upstream 
of the existing bridge.

• Purple option – a low level bridge with a 
lift span upstream of the existing bridge 
(based on the previous high level orange 
option).

Together with VicRoads and Wakool Shire 
Council, RMS are currently carrying out 
specialist studies around these three options. 

A noise and vibration assessment has been 
completed, while a flood modelling study 
and a socio-economic study are underway. 
RMS will also start underwater surveys and 
an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
around the options. A flora and fauna 
assessment is due to start in spring.  

An urban design study will look at the 
landscape and the visual impact of each 
bridge option, and an architectural firm will 
be engaged regarding ideas around the old 
Tooleybuc Bridge, including the wharf. 

Following the studies, RMS will present their 
results and their preferred bridge option at a 
community consultation session, expected to 
take place by March 2015.

Further details regarding the studies and the 
consultation session will be in the next edition 
of Shire Wire due out in mid-November. 

The Murray River Bridge at Tooleybuc is part 

of the NSW Government’s Bridges for Bush 

initiative. 

Tooleybuc Bridge update
Wakool Shire Council will also 
be working with the Tooleybuc 
community regarding a range of 
opportunities for the town around 
the replacement bridge, whichever 
option is decided.

This includes revitalising the 
affected section of Murray Street 
and keeping heritage aspects of the 
original bridge, such as the bridge 
keeper’s cottage. 

Council and the Tooleybuc 
community will identify preferred 
revitalisation projects and will work 
with Roads and Maritime Services 
to realise these opportunities. 

Wakool Shire Council’s accelerated timber bridge replacement program for local roads is in 
progress, with works to Nacurrie Road North Bridge underway. 

Approximately 52 metres long, the Nacurrie Road North Bridge is seven spans, each of which 
is 7.5 metres long.  Forty universal column steel piles up to 20 metres deep have been installed, 
while a modular steel frame structure will be assembled for the superstructure below the deck. 
Modular precast concrete will then be installed above the steel frame structure.

The Nacurrie Road North Bridge, which is being delivered by Council staff and contractors, is 
expected to be finished during the next couple of months. The final stage will include works at 
the bridge approaches. 

In addition to the Nacurrie Road North Bridge, four more bridges will be delivered during this 
financial year under the timber bridge replacement program. 

This includes Marunda Bridge which has been excavated and is ready for pile driving, while 
designs for Coolbool Island Bridge are nearing completion. 

This September, Wakool Shire Council will 
once again be inviting nominations for the 
following awards for 2014:

• Citizen of the Year

• Junior Citizen of the Year

•  Sportsperson or Sporting 
Achievement of the Year

•  Community Event of the Year

The aim of the awards is to recognise 
outstanding contributions to the local 
community, and to highlight the importance 
and significance of Australia Day.  Start 
thinking about who you think might be a 
worthy candidate in your town and pick up a 
nomination form in September from Council 
Offices or on our website. 

The awards will be presented to the recipients 
at their local Australia Day celebrations in 
2015.
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Rock by the River Festival,  
Fourth weekend in August
A top weekend line up for you to enjoy!  Rock and Roll at its best. 
For more information Ph 03 5453 2159.

Border Open Pro-Am,  
Second weekend in September
Australia’s longest running two day Pro-Am.  For more information, 
Club Professional Rob McNaughton Ph 03 5453 2772.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival,  
Third weekend in September 
Web: www.tooleybucsc.com.au

Barham Koondrook Show,  
Third weekend in October
Great entertainment on stage Friday evening, culminating with 
a spectacular fireworks display from 9pm.  A full program of 
entertainment and attractions continues Saturday. For more 
information, Phone 03 5453 2021.

Wakool Sheep Races,  
First Saturday of November
It’s the Melbourne Cup of the Bush! Be in with a chance to win cash 
if your sheep runs first in the prestigious Wakool Cup. Call Max 
Treweek Ph 03 5887 1166. 

Tooleybuc Murray Muster,  
Third weekend in November
A superb line up of country music artists to entertain at the 
Tooleybuc Club. For more info Ph 03 5030 5476.

Moulamein Races,  
Second Saturday of December
Kick up your hooves at the annual Moulamein Races. A day jam 
packed with racing, fashion & fun for the whole family.  For more 
race information, Tarsh on Ph 03  5034 0591.

Council adopted the 2014/2015 draft 
budget and Community Strategic Plan at 
its June Ordinary Meeting. 

The budget had been amended at the 
May Ordinary Meeting after the Federal 

Government announced a freeze on the 
indexation of Local Government Financial 
Assistance Grants for the next three 
years. This meant $105,000 of revenue 
was removed from the 2014/2015 budget, 
while the effect on the 10-year Long Term 

Financial Plan is a $3.2m reduction in 
revenue. 

Despite the freeze, Council will maintain 
expenditure on services and operations at 
the same levels as the last financial year. 
It will also be reviewing the organisation 
to find operational savings and is planning 
on a reduction in working capital in 
2014/2015.

Council will also be starting the process 
for a special rate variation, to begin from 
the 2015/2016 financial year. This must be 
done through a community consultation 
process and application to the Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). 

Regardless of the announcement, Council’s 
2014/2015 budget still includes a number 
of initiatives, focusing on local roads 
and bridges, projects and economic 
development, including: 

• Implementation of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program 
for local roads, with five timber bridges 
to be completed during the 2014/2015 
financial year. 

Continued next page…
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What’s on in the Wakool Shire

What’s on section 
is changing

Events will only be listed if details have been forwarded for the 
next edition.  Even if your events are run annually it will not 
be included unless your club or organisation contacts Council 
with details to ensure they are current from year to year - this 
also gives the opportunity for smaller, non-annual events to 
submit details too. 

Please email your listings to mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au - you 
may also include one picture of your event if you want.

Shire Wire editions are Mid February, Mid May, Mid August, 
Mid November; so if your event runs at the start of February 
your event would be best listed in the November edition.
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Wakool shire council 
2014/2015 budget adopted

Wakool’s World of Works
A selected snapshot of some current projects and works by our 
Engineering Department...

PROJECTS
• Council is managing the replacement of the Gee Gee Bridge 

(currently owned by RMS). Following environmental studies, 
construction on the replacement bridge is anticipated to start 
in late 2015. 

• Renewal of East Barham Road is continuing.

•  A 2km section of road between Wakool and Deniliquin will be 
renewed. 

•  The Tooleybuc Water Treatment Plant upgrade is expected 
to start early next year. The upgrade will increase the water 
treatment plant’s capacity. 

•  The next stage of the Barham Stormwater Strategy will 
include the renewal of pumping stations in Gonn Street, which 
will take place this financial year. This will be followed by the 
renewal of underground drainage in Punt Road (late 2015). 

OTHER PROJECTS
• Sewer rehabilitation works are programmed for Moulamein 

and Murray Downs this financial year.

• Draft Flood Risk Plans were adopted at the June Council 
meeting, with the draft plans then put on public display for 
feedback. Flood mitigation measures from the plans will now 
be examined.  

• MR319 Thule and Gonn Street reconstruction is complete. 
Water main replacement will take place along Thule Street. 

•  Work is complete on the erosion and retaining wall 
remediation in Barham by Comdain Infrastructure. 
Construction of a timber facade for the front of the concrete 
panels has commenced as part of the Better Boating Program.

•  Culverts in Vinecombe Lane and Lawson Road are complete 
as part of the Barham Stormwater Strategy.

•  Works on the Moulamein Office car park have started, with 
kerbing and access complete. This project involves new 
kerbing, footpaths, surface and landscaping.

GENERAL
• Traffic counts have been placed along Wakool Street between 

Thule and Mellool Street, Noorong and Niemur Street and 
Punt Road and Forest Street in Barham. 

• Various roads have been graded throughout the Shire.

• Road sign inspections/installation has taken place.

•  Road and bridge inspections are being conducted.

• Playground inspections have been carried out. 

• Ongoing routine maintenance has been performed in each 
township of the Shire.

•  Repairs and maintenance is taking place in all towns, 
including routine pavement patching and soft fall 
replacement.

Construction for the replacement of Gee Gee Bridge is 
anticipated to start in late 2015. 

Works are underway on Marunda Road Bridge as part of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program for local roads. Five timber bridges 
will be completed during the 2014/2015 financial year.

Baljit Atwal and Jacob Pitlo officially became Australian Citizens following a Citizenship Ceremony at the Barham 
Reception Centre on the 27 June. The ceremony, attended by family members, friends and Council staff, was 
conducted by Wakool Shire Council Mayor Neil Gorey.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival rolls into town in 
September.

Medal for Barham Avocados 
in ABC produce awards

Congratulations to Barham Avocados on becoming a medallist 
in this year’s ABC Delicious Produce Awards!

Barham Avocados received the recognition for its Reed avocado 
in the From the Earth category, the company was also a finalist 
in the same category as artisan producer for Avo’ Oil.

Barham Avocados were also medallists in the 2012 and 2013 
ABC Delicious Produce Awards.  

Congratulations also go to Bundarra Berkshires Free Range 
Pork and the Red Gum Food Group, both of whom also reached 
the finals of this year’s awards.

Bundarra Berkshires Free Range Pork was a finalist in the 
From the Paddock category for its free-range Berkshire pork 
and artisan producer for Berkshire handcrafted bacon. 

The Koondrook Barham Farmers’ Market was also named as a 
finalist in the Outstanding Farmers’ Market category. 

More than 3000 products were entered into this year’s ABC 
Delicious Produce Awards. Sixty finalists were chosen for 
national judging, which was narrowed down to 19 finalists after 
a produce tasting by the awards’ judges in Sydney. 
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Rock by the River Festival,  
Fourth weekend in August
A top weekend line up for you to enjoy!  Rock and Roll at its best. 
For more information Ph 03 5453 2159.

Border Open Pro-Am,  
Second weekend in September
Australia’s longest running two day Pro-Am.  For more information, 
Club Professional Rob McNaughton Ph 03 5453 2772.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival,  
Third weekend in September 
Web: www.tooleybucsc.com.au

Barham Koondrook Show,  
Third weekend in October
Great entertainment on stage Friday evening, culminating with 
a spectacular fireworks display from 9pm.  A full program of 
entertainment and attractions continues Saturday. For more 
information, Phone 03 5453 2021.

Wakool Sheep Races,  
First Saturday of November
It’s the Melbourne Cup of the Bush! Be in with a chance to win cash 
if your sheep runs first in the prestigious Wakool Cup. Call Max 
Treweek Ph 03 5887 1166. 

Tooleybuc Murray Muster,  
Third weekend in November
A superb line up of country music artists to entertain at the 
Tooleybuc Club. For more info Ph 03 5030 5476.

Moulamein Races,  
Second Saturday of December
Kick up your hooves at the annual Moulamein Races. A day jam 
packed with racing, fashion & fun for the whole family.  For more 
race information, Tarsh on Ph 03  5034 0591.

Council adopted the 2014/2015 draft 
budget and Community Strategic Plan at 
its June Ordinary Meeting. 

The budget had been amended at the 
May Ordinary Meeting after the Federal 

Government announced a freeze on the 
indexation of Local Government Financial 
Assistance Grants for the next three 
years. This meant $105,000 of revenue 
was removed from the 2014/2015 budget, 
while the effect on the 10-year Long Term 

Financial Plan is a $3.2m reduction in 
revenue. 

Despite the freeze, Council will maintain 
expenditure on services and operations at 
the same levels as the last financial year. 
It will also be reviewing the organisation 
to find operational savings and is planning 
on a reduction in working capital in 
2014/2015.

Council will also be starting the process 
for a special rate variation, to begin from 
the 2015/2016 financial year. This must be 
done through a community consultation 
process and application to the Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). 

Regardless of the announcement, Council’s 
2014/2015 budget still includes a number 
of initiatives, focusing on local roads 
and bridges, projects and economic 
development, including: 

• Implementation of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program 
for local roads, with five timber bridges 
to be completed during the 2014/2015 
financial year. 

Continued next page…
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What’s on section 
is changing

Events will only be listed if details have been forwarded for the 
next edition.  Even if your events are run annually it will not 
be included unless your club or organisation contacts Council 
with details to ensure they are current from year to year - this 
also gives the opportunity for smaller, non-annual events to 
submit details too. 

Please email your listings to mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au - you 
may also include one picture of your event if you want.

Shire Wire editions are Mid February, Mid May, Mid August, 
Mid November; so if your event runs at the start of February 
your event would be best listed in the November edition.
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Wakool shire council 
2014/2015 budget adopted

Wakool’s World of Works
A selected snapshot of some current projects and works by our 
Engineering Department...

PROJECTS
• Council is managing the replacement of the Gee Gee Bridge 

(currently owned by RMS). Following environmental studies, 
construction on the replacement bridge is anticipated to start 
in late 2015. 

• Renewal of East Barham Road is continuing.

•  A 2km section of road between Wakool and Deniliquin will be 
renewed. 

•  The Tooleybuc Water Treatment Plant upgrade is expected 
to start early next year. The upgrade will increase the water 
treatment plant’s capacity. 

•  The next stage of the Barham Stormwater Strategy will 
include the renewal of pumping stations in Gonn Street, which 
will take place this financial year. This will be followed by the 
renewal of underground drainage in Punt Road (late 2015). 

OTHER PROJECTS
• Sewer rehabilitation works are programmed for Moulamein 

and Murray Downs this financial year.

• Draft Flood Risk Plans were adopted at the June Council 
meeting, with the draft plans then put on public display for 
feedback. Flood mitigation measures from the plans will now 
be examined.  

• MR319 Thule and Gonn Street reconstruction is complete. 
Water main replacement will take place along Thule Street. 

•  Work is complete on the erosion and retaining wall 
remediation in Barham by Comdain Infrastructure. 
Construction of a timber facade for the front of the concrete 
panels has commenced as part of the Better Boating Program.

•  Culverts in Vinecombe Lane and Lawson Road are complete 
as part of the Barham Stormwater Strategy.

•  Works on the Moulamein Office car park have started, with 
kerbing and access complete. This project involves new 
kerbing, footpaths, surface and landscaping.

GENERAL
• Traffic counts have been placed along Wakool Street between 

Thule and Mellool Street, Noorong and Niemur Street and 
Punt Road and Forest Street in Barham. 

• Various roads have been graded throughout the Shire.

• Road sign inspections/installation has taken place.

•  Road and bridge inspections are being conducted.

• Playground inspections have been carried out. 

• Ongoing routine maintenance has been performed in each 
township of the Shire.

•  Repairs and maintenance is taking place in all towns, 
including routine pavement patching and soft fall 
replacement.

Construction for the replacement of Gee Gee Bridge is 
anticipated to start in late 2015. 

Works are underway on Marunda Road Bridge as part of the accelerated 
timber bridge replacement program for local roads. Five timber bridges 
will be completed during the 2014/2015 financial year.

Baljit Atwal and Jacob Pitlo officially became Australian Citizens following a Citizenship Ceremony at the Barham 
Reception Centre on the 27 June. The ceremony, attended by family members, friends and Council staff, was 
conducted by Wakool Shire Council Mayor Neil Gorey.

Tooleybuc Country Music Festival rolls into town in 
September.

Medal for Barham Avocados 
in ABC produce awards

Congratulations to Barham Avocados on becoming a medallist 
in this year’s ABC Delicious Produce Awards!

Barham Avocados received the recognition for its Reed avocado 
in the From the Earth category, the company was also a finalist 
in the same category as artisan producer for Avo’ Oil.

Barham Avocados were also medallists in the 2012 and 2013 
ABC Delicious Produce Awards.  

Congratulations also go to Bundarra Berkshires Free Range 
Pork and the Red Gum Food Group, both of whom also reached 
the finals of this year’s awards.

Bundarra Berkshires Free Range Pork was a finalist in the 
From the Paddock category for its free-range Berkshire pork 
and artisan producer for Berkshire handcrafted bacon. 

The Koondrook Barham Farmers’ Market was also named as a 
finalist in the Outstanding Farmers’ Market category. 

More than 3000 products were entered into this year’s ABC 
Delicious Produce Awards. Sixty finalists were chosen for 
national judging, which was narrowed down to 19 finalists after 
a produce tasting by the awards’ judges in Sydney. 
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Starting Monday, 24 November, 
Council will hold a series of community 
consultation sessions throughout the Shire 
regarding a proposed special rate variation 
in 2015/2016. 

All meetings will start at 5.30pm, the 
community consultation meeting dates 
are:

Week 1

•	 Monday, 24th November – School of 
Arts Hall Barham 

•	 Tuesday, 25th November – Wakool 
Club 

•	 Wednesday, 26th November – 
Moulamein Club

Week 2 

•	 Tuesday, 2nd December – Murray 
Downs Fire Shed

•	 Wednesday, 3rd December – 
Tooleybuc Club

The consultation sessions will present four 
scenarios:

Scenario 1

No special rate variation (SRV). This would 
result in a reduction of existing service 
levels.

Scenario 2

An SRV of 7% in 2015/2016 to maintain 
existing service levels. 

Scenario 3 
SRV of 7% in 2015/2016 and 2016/2017. 
This will maintain existing service levels 
and advance the replacement of three 
additional timber bridges. It will also 
negate the need to borrow money for the 
timber bridge replacement program. 

Scenario 4
SRV of 6.67% average for three years 
starting in 2015/2016. This will provide 
the same outcomes as Scenario 2, plus the 
replacement of three additional timber 
bridges.  

Following the consultation sessions, a 
report will be presented to Council at its 
December meeting, where it will decide 
whether to continue with the special rate 
variation process. 

If Council elects to continue with the SRV 
process, an application will be made to 
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal by the middle of February. The 
special rate variation would commence in 
July 2015.

Moulamein Races, second Saturday of 
December
Kick up your hooves at the annual Moulamein Races. A day jam 
packed with racing, fashion and fun for the whole family. For more 
race information, Tarsh on Ph 03 5034 0591.

Koondrook Barham Farmers Market, 
third Sunday of every month
A monthly market held on the bank of the Murray River in 
Koondrook, right next to the majestic old bridge. The stallholders 
come from all different walks and pride themselves on the 
regions unique produce... meet them in person at the market 
held on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 8.30am-1pm. Visit  
www.kbfarmersmarket.org for information.

Christmas dinner and show with Izzy 
Dye, second weekend in December
Tooleybuc Sporting Club, visit tooleybucsc.com.au or phone 
03  5030 5476. 

Band - Top Secret, New Years Eve 
Tooleybuc Sporting Club, visit tooleybucsc.com.au or phone 
03 5030 5476.

Great Aussie Lilo Race, Australia Day 
Weekend
An annual event that keeps attracting the crowds! Throw your 
lilo, tube or any other floating device into the Murray and see who 
makes it to the end of the course first! A local fundraiser and great 
event suitable for the whole family. Keep an eye out for details 
locally closer to the event.

Koondrook Barham Fishing Comp, last 
weekend in February
Great Weekend of fishing for all. Excellent prizes. Contact Darren 
Lodge on 0429 434 338 for information.
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Special rate variation 
consultation sessions to 

get underway

HOW DO I LIST MY EVENT?
Events will only be listed if details have been forwarded for the 
next edition. Even if your events are run annually it will not 
be included unless your club or organisation contacts Council 
with details to ensure they are current from year to year - this 
also gives the opportunity for smaller, non-annual events to 
submit details too.

Please email your listings to mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au - you 
may also include one picture of your event if you want. Shire 
Wire editions are Mid February, Mid May, Mid August, Mid 
November.

Band Top Secret will play at the Tooleybuc Sporting 
Club on New Year’s Eve. 

SHOP SMALL®  
IS COMING TO WAKOOL 
SHIRE THIS NOVEMBER

Shop Small® is being rolled out this November. 
It’s a movement dedicated to supporting the small 
business owners who do big things for customers 
and communities in our towns. You know the 
ones – the family businesses, the start-ups, the 
independents that make your neighbourhood your 
neighbourhood.

Wakool Shire Council is proud to help support 
these businesses. Because it’s no secret that thriving local shops create 
thriving local communities, which in turn create local jobs. And that’s 
good for everyone, right?

So this November, think big – Shop Small.
Join the Shop Small movement and support our local businesses.

Koraleigh Community Hall’s power supply was upgraded 
as part of the works.

Koraleigh Community 
Hall works

Koraleigh Community Hall will be a lot cooler this summer thanks to 
the installation of a reverse-cycle air conditioner. 

As part of the installation, the hall’s power supply was upgraded, 
including replacing the electrical switchboard and four double power 
points.

The split-system, reverse-cycle air conditioner will make the facility 
more useable and comfortable throughout the year, particularly during 
the extreme summer and winter months. 

The works were made possible through the New South Wales 
Government’s Community Building Partnership Program, which 
contributed funding towards the project.

Mower Donations
Wakool Shire Council has donated a Kubota ride-on tractor mower 
to the Tooleybuc Recreation Reserve Committee and a Toro ground 
master ride-on mower to the Barham Recreation Reserve Committee.

Barham Recreation Reserve Committee member Paul 
Robinson, Wakool Shire Council’s Wayne Friedberger, 
Barham Recreation Reserve Committee member Sandy 
Lang, Mayor Neil Gorey and Barham Recreation Reserve 
Committee members Bob Eaton and Brian O’Farrell.

Tooleybuc Club CEO Darrell Fishpool, Tooleybuc Club 
Greenskeeper Roger Domaille, Wakool Shire Councillor 
Lois Lockhart and Wakool Shire Council General Manager 
Bruce Graham.

The special rate variation 
consultation sessions will also 
discuss how service levels may be 
effected, such as maintenance of 
roads and roadsides, and parks 
and gardens.

Getting Fit for the Future
Following the recommendations of the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel, the New South 
Wales Government has released its Fit for 
the Future package. 

In its response to the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel’s recommendations 
and subsequent Fit for the Future package, 
Wakool Shire has considered two important 
principles – services to our communities and 
community representation. 

Therefore, at its October meeting, Council 
resolved to pursue the option to become a Rural 
Council, which would see it work with other 
similar-sized councils within the Mid-Murray 
Group.

While the formation of a Rural Council will mean 
changes to services and operations to ensure 
efficiency and performance, Council remains 
strongly committed to ensuring residents and 
ratepayers receive acceptable levels of service.

The alternative proposed in the Government’s 
Fit for the Future package is for Wakool Shire 
Council to consider merging with Deniliquin, 
Conargo and Murray Shire Councils to form a 
Regional Council centred in Deniliquin. This is 
not Wakool Shire Council’s preferred option.

We are seeking community feedback on the 
option of Wakool becoming a Rural Council 
or the alternative of merging with Deniliquin, 
Conargo and Murray to form a Regional 
Council. Feedback should be addressed to the 
General Manager, Wakool Shire Council and 
can be sent to mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au or 
Private Bag 40 Moulamein NSW 2733.

Councils will now assess their current 
position and submit a Fit for the Future 
proposal by 30 June 2015. 

For more information regarding Fit for the Future visit       
www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au. 
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
SPECIAL RATE 
VARIATION 
CONSULTATION
As outlined in this edition of Shire Wire, 
starting this month Council is holding a 
series of consultation sessions around the 
proposed special rate variation. 

The special rate variation, which, if Council 
pursues the process, will come into effect in 
2015/2016 and is in response to the freeze 
on indexation for Financial Assistance 
Grants for the next three years. 

This freeze resulted in Council having to 
adjust its 2014/2015 budget and its 10-year 
Long Term Financial Plan. Furthermore, 
the loss of this income means Council’s 
existing service levels will be effected, 
including maintenance on rural roads, 
parks and gardens and roadsides.

The consultation sessions will present four 
special rate variation scenarios, which you 
can read about in further detail in this 
newsletter. 

It’s important that our communities are 
informed about the special rate variation, 
the options and what it will mean in terms 
of rates and provision of services. If you 
are able, I urge you to attend one of these 
consultation sessions.

FIT FOR THE FUTURE
At its October meeting, Council agreed 
to pursue the option to become a Rural 
Council as set out in the New South Wales 
Government’s Fit for the Future program, 
part of Local Government reform across the 
state. 

As a Rural Council, Wakool Shire will work 
with other similar-sized councils within 

the Mid-Murray Group.  This will not 
only help to ensure service delivery to our 
communities, but will provide Wakool with 
a strong voice within the region.

The alternative proposed in the 
Government’s Fit for the Future package 
is for Wakool Shire Council to consider 
merging with Deniliquin, Conargo and 
Murray Shire Councils to form a Regional 
Council centred on Deniliquin.  This is not 
Wakool Shire Council’s preferred option.

We are seeking your input on these options, 
which you can read about in more detail in 
this newsletter.

BUSINESS AND 
COMMUNITY THANK 
YOU
I would like to thank our local businesses 
for their involvement in the Murray Darling 
Basin Regional Economic Diversification 
Program funding applications. Council put 
in a number of applications to the program, 
as have local businesses across the Shire. 

I would also like to thank our community 
and businesses for their input into Council’s 
Economic Development Strategy, Economic 
Impact Assessment and the Wakool 
Agrifood Naturally feasibility study. 

The resulting feedback has been extremely 
helpful in determining the effects on 
our economy of recent and past events, 
including water reductions. This feedback 
has also highlighted the resilience of 
our communities and the innovation of 
businesses, including farmers, who are 
diversifying and investigating different 
markets and business opportunities.  

Neil Gorey MAYOR

The final stages of works are taking place on the Nacurrie Road North Bridge.

Works on the replacement of two bridges 
through Council’s accelerated timber bridge 
replacement program are coming close to 
completion.

The final stages of works are currently taking 
place on the bridge approaches for Nacurrie 
Road North Bridge and Marunda Bridge. Both 
bridges are expected to be finished by the end 
of November.  

Two more bridges are anticipated to be 
completed this financial year – Coobool Island 
Bridge and Coobool Siding Bridge. A piling 

contract for these two bridges is expected to 
be finalised in February next year. 

The replacement of Officers Road Bridge 
will also get underway next year, with works 
expected to start in May/June 2015.

Council has applied to both the New South 
Wales and Federal Governments for expansion 
of its bridge programs. It also has agreements 
in place for the replacement of three more 
bridges in the Waugorah area as part of the 
Nimmie-Caira project’s Sustainable Rural 
Water Use and Infrastructure Program. 

2
4

Economic Development update
Council’s Economic Development Unit has been fairly busy during the past few months 
working on a number of projects. 

FUNDING APPLICATIONS
Council has lodged funding applications with the Murray Darling Basin Regional Economic 
Diversification Fund for the Wakool Agrifood Naturally project, Wakool Community 
Foundation and Moulamein Community Hub. 

The Wakool Agrifood Naturally summary report, presented at the October Council 
meeting, recommended establishing a Wakool Agrifood Naturally cluster. The cluster will 
benefit businesses within the Barham and broader Wakool area to generate new economic 
development within the local economy. The initiative aims to counteract the impacts of 
water cutbacks through the Murray Darling Basin Plan, reduction of the red gum timber 
industry, low-cost imports and the cutting of food prices among supermarket chains.

The Wakool Community Foundation is a philanthropic foundation that could potentially 
provide up to $300,000 per year, every year to support community and business groups. 
This amount could be doubled if used to leverage other funding programs. 

A series of community consultation forums held throughout the Shire saw broad support 
for the foundation, including maintaining and improving the liveability of communities. 
This is a critical factor in retaining and attracting skilled workers.

The proposed Moulamein Community Hub will be a best practice hub, co-locating Council’s 
Business Centre, Community Health Centre, library and Home and Community Care 
(HACC) services, and additional business support facilities.

BARHAM CONSOLIDATED
Following its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the 29th of October, Barham Consolidated 
will be increasing its role in Barham’s business community. This includes coordination of 
a number of local business activities around networking, advocacy, business opportunities 
and functions. The Executive Board for the 2014/15 year is Colin Membrey (Chair), Kent 
Bassett (Vice-Chair), Faye Ashwin (Treasurer) and Gary Kerr (Ex-Officio secretary). The 
AGM also unanimously resolved to set a $55 (including GST) membership fee for the next 
12 months, which will give members access to the range of planned activities. 

BROADBAND SERVICES
During November, submissions will be prepared to the National Broadband Network 
(NBN) and Telstra for upgrades to improve current infrastructure throughout the Shire 
before the NBN becomes available. The submissions will also address the need to ensure 
NBN coverage caters for future growth of towns and rural parts of the Shire. 

Fruit fly and the 
home gardener

As we look towards summer, Council’s Weeds 
and Environment Team would like to remind 
residents about their responsibilities and how 
to minimise the threat of the fruit fly pest. 

Fruit fly attack and damage fruit and 
vegetables and are therefore a problem pest 
for home gardeners and fruit and vegetable 
growers. 

Fruit fly hosts include summer ripening 
fruit such as stone fruit, strawberries and 
apples, and vegetables such as tomatoes and 
capsicums. If uncontrolled, fruit flies can 
damage up to 100 per cent of some fruit crops.

If you grow fruit and vegetables in your home 
garden that fruit fly are prone to attack, you 
are responsible for controlling the pest. 

Before starting fruit fly control, spend some 
time thinking about fruit fly, your situation 
and your garden: 

•	 Are you prepared to control fruit fly on an 
ongoing basis? 

•	 Are you willing and physically able to 
undertake particular control methods? 

•	 Do you live in an area prone to fruit fly 
attack and want to control the pest, or 
do you want to prevent fruit flies from 
gaining a foothold in your garden? 

•	 What fruit and vegetables in your garden 
are prone to fruit fly attack? 

•	 Do you prefer to use low impact methods 
rather than chemical methods? 

•	 Do you grow large quantities of crops or 
small amounts? 

•	 Can you tolerate some fruit fly damage to 
your fruit and vegetables? 

•	 Do you need to grow plants that are fruit 
fly hosts or could you replace some with 
non-host plants? 

•	 Do you own or rent where your garden is? 

What can you do? 
Unfortunately, there isn’t a simple way to 
eliminate fruit fly. Instead, you need to put 
in place several methods to effectively control 
the pest. One important component in every 
control program is sanitation. This includes 
good garden hygiene practices such as picking 
up and destroying fallen fruit which can help 
break the fruit fly life cycle and prevent fruit 
fly numbers increasing. 

For further information and other tips visit 
www.preventfruitfly.com.au or contact 
our Weeds and Environment Team at the 
Moulamein Office on 03 5887 5007.

Roads and Maritime Services in partnership 
with VicRoads, has started planning for a new 
bridge at Tooleybuc.

Following feedback from the community, 
three route options have been selected for 
further investigation. All options connect to 
Murray Street. 

•	 Yellow option – a high level bridge 
downstream of the existing bridge.

•	 	Blue option – a low level bridge with a lift 
span immediately next to and upstream of 
the existing bridge.

•	 	Purple option – a low level bridge with a 
lift span upstream of the existing bridge 
(based on the previous high level orange 
option).

Together with VicRoads and Wakool Shire 
Council, Roads and Maritime are carrying out 
specialist studies around these three options. 

Noise and vibration and socio-economic 
assessments have been completed, while a 
flood modelling study is underway. Roads 
and Maritime will also carry out Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage and Flora and Fauna 
Assessments around the options in coming 
weeks.  

An urban design study looked at the landscape 
and the visual impact of each bridge option, 
while an architectural firm was engaged 
regarding ideas around the old Tooleybuc 
Bridge, including a potential wharf. 

Following the studies, Roads and Maritime 
will present their results and their preferred 
bridge option at a community consultation 
session, expected to take place by March 
2015. A 3D ‘fly-through’ animation for bridge 
options will be available for viewing in time 
for the community session.

Further details regarding the studies and the 
consultation session will be in the next edition 
of Shire Wire due out in mid-February. 

The Murray River Bridge at Tooleybuc is part 
of the NSW Government’s Bridges for Bush 
initiative. 

Switch flicked on Murray Downs 
Raw Water Reuse Scheme

Murray Downs residents will be able to 
save costs when watering their gardens this 
summer with the raw water reuse scheme  
switched on last month.

The water reuse scheme means residents will 
use water from the Murray River for their 
gardens, rather than drinking water, saving 
costs. 

Residents will notice discolouration in water 
from their garden hose and are reminded this 
is raw water from the river and therefore not 
safe to drink. 

All Murray Downs residents were notified in 
the lead up to the switching on of the raw water 
reuse scheme, and every property checked for 
the raw water connectivity. Drinking water 
and the raw water connections have also been 
checked at every property to ensure these 
water systems are separated, eliminating 
cross-contamination.

Pumping stations along the Murray River 
have also been installed as part of the scheme, 
while infrastructure for a future connection to 
reuse waste water has also been installed. 

The project stems from an agreement when 
the Murray Downs site was approved that 
Wakool Shire Council would install a scheme 
for the area’s residents to reuse raw water. 

The project was made possible through the 
Commonwealth Government’s Strengthening 
Basin Communities program which 
contributed 50 per cent to the $800,000 
scheme. 

Murray Downs residents who have any 
questions, concerns or would like more 
information about the raw water reuse 
scheme can call Wakool Shire Council on 
03 5887 5007. 

Tooleybuc Bridge update

Timber bridge replacement 
program update

Volunteer thank you
Wakool Shire Council, including its library 
staff, would like to thank long-time library 
volunteer Barbara Ansell.

Barbara, who is in her eighties, has been 
volunteering with the Wakool Shire 
Library for around 11 years. Before her 
current volunteer role, Barbara had 
previously volunteered at the Shire’s old 
library, before returning to her teaching 
career. 

Barbara’s experience within the library, 
her knowledge and assistance continues 
to be invaluable for both staff and library 
customers.  

Thanks Barbara!

Works for the replacement of Gee Gee Bridge are expected to start in the 
2015/2016 financial year.

Wakool’s World of Works
A selected snapshot of some current projects and works by our Engineering Department...

PROJECTS
•	 Council is managing the replacement 

of the Gee Gee Bridge (currently owned 
by RMS). The bridge is currently in the 
conceptual design stage. Geotechnical 
studies will also be carried out during 
November. It is anticipated construction 
works on the bridge will start in the 
2015/2016 financial year.

•	 The next stages of the East Barham 
Road renewal are commencing. The first 
stage is expected to be completed at the 
end of November, with the next stage of 
reconstruction works to start early in the 
New Year. 

•	 Two pump stations have been replaced as 
part of the Barham Stormwater Strategy. 
The tender process for piping in Punt 
Road has begun, with works to start early 
next year.

•	 	The first stage of the Barham Boardwalk 
is complete. The sourcing of funding for 
the boardwalk’s next stages is in progress. 

OTHER PROJECTS
•	 MR 94 road reconstruction has 

commenced. It is expected the road will 
be ready for sealing in November. 

•	 The maintenance and repair report for 
sewer investigations has been received. 

The maintenance and repair program is in 
the process of being developed. 

•	 	The Barham Sewer Rising Main is 
complete, connected and running.

•	 	A tender for the Gravity Stormwater 
Strategy has been advertised. A site 
meeting was conducted with registered 
parties on the 8 October, 2014. 

•	 	The Better Boating Program Steps and 
retaining wall works at Barham are on 
hold due to river levels. 

GENERAL
•	 Road shoulder grading has taken place 

throughout the Shire 

•	 Ongoing routine maintenance has been 
performed in each township of the Shire.

•	 	Repairs and maintenance is taking place 
in all towns, including routine pavement 
patching and soft fall replacement.

ROADSIDE FIRE 
PREPARATION WORKS
Council will carry out roadside fire 
preparation works across the Shire. These 
works will include grass slashing and spraying 
of roadsides, as well as grass slashing around 
towns. The works will also include the 
preparation of specific fire breaks, including 
grading Keri Keri Road. 

Changes to existing holdings from 2015
After the 31st December this year, rural land owners of vacant land under 500 hectares defined 
as “existing holding” under the current Wakool Local Environmental Plan will no longer be able 
to apply for building permission. 

Rural land owners of existing holdings in the Shire who wish to build on these vacant blocks 
must lodge a development application with Council before the 31st December, 2014. 

If development approval is granted, applicants have five years to physically commence work on 
their developments.

Anyone wishing to discuss the matter with Council’s planning staff should call the Council’s 
Development Services Department on 03 5453 3200 or email mail@wakool.nsw.gov.au. 

Development Service staff are also available by appointment at Council’s Barham and 
Moulamein offices between 9am and 4pm, Monday to Friday.

For Your Info:

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Locations of the monthly Council meetings will continue to rotate across the Shire for the 
remainder of 2014 and 2015. 

ORDINARY MEETINGS
Murray Downs (19th November 2014, 10am)

Barham (10th December 2014)

Moulamein (18th February 2015)

Tooleybuc (18th March 2015)
Council’s Ordinary Meetings start at 2pm. Members of the public are welcome to attend 
these monthly meetings.  Council meetings agendas and minutes are available from the 
Barham or Moulamein Offices or on Council’s website. If there’s information you can’t find, 
call our administrative services team on 03 5887 5007 and they will pass the information 
to you. If you’re interested in addressing Council on any matter, this needs to be discussed 
with our Executive Assistant who can be contacted on 03 5887 5007 during business hours. 
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For Your Info:

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Locations of the monthly Council meetings will continue to 
rotate across the Shire for 2015. 

ORDINARY MEETINGS
Moulamein (18th February 2015)

Tooleybuc (18th March 2015)
Barham (15th April 2015)

Moulamein (13th May 2015) (Special Council Meeting)
Moulamein (20th May 2015)

Council’s Ordinary Meetings start at 2pm. Members of the 
public are welcome to attend these monthly meetings. Council 
meetings agendas and minutes are available from the Barham 
or Moulamein Offices or on Council’s website. If there’s 
information you can’t find, call our administrative services 
team on 03 5887 5007 and they will pass the information to 
you. If you’re interested in addressing Council on any matter, 
this needs to be discussed with our Executive Assistant who 
can be contacted on 03 5887 5007 during business hours.

The Barham Koondrook 
photographic and video 
competition, January through 
to March
For entries of photographs taken in and 
around the Barham Koondrook area. 
Entries open 1 Jan 2015 and close 2 
March 2015. $5 per entry. Winners will be 
announced at the annual Awards Night: 
7pm Friday 27th March 2015 Barham Golf 
Club, Moulamein Rd. Entry: $5.00. Supper 
provided. Visit www.barhamonthemurray.
com.au for more information. 

Barham Country Stampede, 
from third weekend in 
February
Another action packed week at cluBarham 
with a program which promises well known 
artists performing on a number of stages 
each day. For more information phone 
03 5453 2159.

Koondrook Barham Fishing 
Comp, Last weekend in 
February
Great weekend of fishing for all. Excellent 
prizes. Contact Darren Lodge on 
0429 434 338.

Wakool Show, Second 
weekend in March
Held at the Wakool Recreation Reserve. 
A family fun night on Friday culminating 
with fireworks. All the traditional country 
show displays, attractions and exhibits on 
Saturday. 

Pirate Spinnerbaits Cash 
Classic – Moulamein Football 
Netball Club, Long weekend 
in March
A great weekend of fishing - catch and 
release only, Edward River Bait & Tackle 
Junior Classic, Outlaw Spinnerbait & 
Gladiator Tackle Cash Classic. Contact Dick 
Lucas on 0429 852 504 for information.

Tooleybuc Festival of Country 
Music, Last weekend in 
March 
Experience some great country music at 
the Tooleybuc Club. Enjoy the festival, 
relax and stay the whole weekend. Phone 
03 5030 5476.

Wakool Fishing Comp, Last 
weekend in March
One of the well-known fishing comps in 
the area. Keep an eye out locally for details 
closer to event. www.wakoolfishingclassic.
com

Barham Easter Tennis 
Tournament, Easter weekend
Three day tournament held at Easter. For 
more Information phone 03 5453 1008.

Goodnight Easter Tennis 
Tournament, Easter weekend
Saturday - Mens, Ladies, Juniors, doubles 
all day. Easter Sunday - Mixed doubles. 
Call the Tournament Secretary for more 
information, 03 5030 5531.

Moulamein Easter Yabby 
Races and more, Easter 
weekend
Yabby Races, duck races, fishing comps, 
market stalls and more. Plenty for all to 
enjoy. Keep an eye out locally for more 
information closer to the event. 

Tooleybuc Jazz Weekend, 
Second weekend in April
Come along and experience Jazz at 
Tooleybuc. Music at its best - have a meal 
and just relax. Book some accommodation 
and stay all weekend. Phone 03 5030 5476.

RVBA Division One Pennant 
State Championship, Last 
weekend in April	
BDSM Bowls Club will host this feature 
event on the Royal Victorian Bowls 
Association calendar. Phone 03 5453 2159.

How do I list my event?
Events will only be listed if details have 
been forwarded for the next edition. Even 
if your events are run annually it will not be 
included unless your club or organisation 
contacts Council with details to ensure 
they are current from year to year - this 
also gives the opportunity for smaller, non-
annual events to submit details too. Please 
email your listings to mail@wakool.nsw.
gov.au - you may also include one picture of 
your event if you want. Shire Wire editions 
are Mid February, Mid May, Mid August, 
Mid November.

Wakool Shire Council will make application 
to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal (IPART) for a Special Rate 
Variation of 7% (inclusive of rate pegging) 
for 2015/2016.

The application to IPART follows a Special 
Council Meeting on the 21st January where 
councillors considered a Special Rate 
Variation and various options.

Wakool Shire Council Mayor Neil Gorey 
said the Special Rate Variation was in 
response to the freezing of indexation for 
Financial Assistance Grants over the next 
three years. 

“Unfortunately, this freeze meant a loss 
of income for Council, which then affects 
the ability of the organisation to continue 
its service levels, including maintaining 
roads,” Cr Gorey said.

He added that the proposed Special Rate 
Variation would only meet existing service 
levels and infrastructure to some degree.

“If the application to IPART is successful, 
the 7% Special Rate Variation for 
2015/2016 will only maintain Council’s 
existing service levels, there will still be 
a need to look at efficiencies across the 
organisation,” he said. 

“This will include a review of Council 
operations across the board, including the 
areas of engineering, finance administration 
and organisational development.”

Cr Gorey said the Special Rate Variation 
was also setting the scene for the NSW 
Government’s Fit for the Future package, 
released following the Independent 
Local Government Review Panel’s 
recommendations. 

“As a Council, providing services to our 
communities and ensuring that our 
communities are represented is essential. 
We need to ensure that Council is in a good 
position throughout the Fit for the Future 
process, including pursuing Council’s 

of preferred option of becoming a Rural 
Council.” 

Community meetings regarding the Special 
Rate Variation and its options were held late 
last year in Barham, Wakool, Moulamein, 
Murray Downs and Tooleybuc. More than 
130 community members attended the 
sessions. 

Council will make application to IPART for 
the Special Rate Variation by the middle 
of February and expects a response to its 
application by the end of March. 

If the application is successful, the 7% 
Special Rate Variation would commence in 
July 2015.
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Application to be made for 
Special Rate Variation

Councillors discuss the Special Rate Variation at a meeting on the 21st 
January. 

Citizenship Ceremony
(L-R): Kristyanne Bercasio, Shova Thapa, Suresh 
Regmi, Shavya Regmi (front) and Thawanya Chisolm 
officially became Australian Citizens following a 
Citizenship Ceremony at the Barham Reception 
Centre on the 10th of December. The ceremony, 
attended by family members, friends and Council 
staff, was conducted by Wakool Shire Council Mayor 
Neil Gorey (back, left).

A selected snapshot of some current projects and works by our 
Engineering Department...

PROJECTS
•	 The next stage of reconstruction works for the East Barham 

Road renewal have commenced. 

•	 The maintenance and repair report for sewer investigations 
has been received and a repair program is in the process of 
being developed. 

•	 Stormwater pipe lining works have commenced as part of the 
Barham Stormwater Strategy. 

•	 Works are underway for the Gonn Street Stormwater Gravity 
Project by Bell Environmental. 

•	 Tenders have been called for the replacement of water 
reservoirs at Koraleigh and Murray Downs. 

•	 Tenders are out for the next stage of the flood risk 
management plans, following the completion of the risk 
management study late last year.

•	 The Better Boating Program Steps and retaining wall works at 
Barham are on hold due to river levels. 

GENERAL
•	 The final stage of the reseal program will recommence in 

March on rural roads by Primal Seal. 

•	 MR 94 and East Barham Road have both been sealed as part 
of the reseal program. 

•	 Footpath and kerbing reworks throughout the Shire will begin 
in March/April.

•	 Road and bridge inspections are being conducted. 

•	 Ongoing routine maintenance has been performed in each 
township of the Shire.

•	 Repairs and maintenance is also ongoing in all towns, 
including routine pavement patching and soft fall 
replacement.

A damaged guard rail at Yarrein Bridge on the Swan 
Hill Road was replaced as part of routine maintenance 
and renewal work.

Wakool’s World of Works

Works have been completed on the replacement of two bridges 
– Nacurrie Road North Bridge and Marunda Bridge, through 
Council’s accelerated timber bridge replacement program. 
Sealing of the bridges’ approaches is scheduled for April this year.

Works will also get underway this year on the replacement of 
three more bridges under the program – Coobool Island, Coobool 
Siding and Officers Road bridges. 

Council has also submitted applications to the New South Wales 
Fixing Country Roads and the Federal Government’s Bridges 
Renewal Programme to expand its bridge program, including the 
replacement of three more bridges. 

It also has agreements in place to replace three bridges in the 
Waugorah area as part of the Nimmie-Caira project’s Sustainable 
Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program.

Timber bridge replacement program update



MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Firstly, I would like to congratulate all the 
recipients of the Australia Day awards, 
including our Citizen(s) of the Year Ian and 
Rae James and Sportsperson of the Year 
Emma Berg. 
Congratulations also to the Koondrook 
Barham Football Netball Club Fishing 
Competition on being awarded the 
Community Event of the Year and the club’s 
Reserves Premiership Team for Sporting 
Achievement of the Year. 
It was great to see community members 
attend Australia Day celebrations across the 
Shire. I was fortunate to attend the Barham 
Australia Day celebrations, along with a 
great crowd and Gannawarra Ambassador 
Sue Stanley, to commemorate our national 
day. 
I would also like to thank the Australia Day 
Ambassador Ron Delezio, who is founder of 
the Day of Difference Foundation. 
It was a privilege handing out this year’s 
Australia Day awards, and recognising those 
who have made exceptional contributions 
to our Shire. 

SENATOR NATASHA 
MACLAREN-JONES VISIT
Council had the recent honour of hosting 
the Federal Senator for NSW, Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones, who took the time to visit 
the Shire. 
We had very positive discussions with the 
Senator on a number of topics, including 
the Barham Medical Centre, Fit for the 
Future and cross border issues. We also 
met with the owners of IGA in Barham, and 
discussed the impacts on local businesses of 
trading bans during public holidays.
Overall it was a very constructive visit and 
a great opportunity to inform and bring 
attention to the concerns facing Council 
and our communities, and I thank the 
Senator for her time. 

SPECIAL RATE 
VARIATION AND FIT FOR 
THE FUTURE
I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank our community members for 
attending and provide their input at the 
Special Rate Variation consultation sessions 
held late last year. 

As mentioned elsewhere in this edition of 
Shire Wire, following its Special Meeting 
in January, Council will apply to the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal for a Special Rate Variation for 
2015/2016 of 7% (including rate pegging).

When considering the Special Rate 
Variation, Council was very mindful of the 
impacts the 14% and 20% options would 
have on ratepayers. However, Council was 
also mindful of the impact of not having a 
Special Rate Variation and our ability to 
deliver Council services to our communities. 

The 7% Special Rate Variation will still 
only enable Council to meet current service 
levels and infrastructure. It will not provide 
extra income to Council; so there will still 
be a need for efficiency gains throughout 
the whole organisation. 

As highlighted in this newsletter, we have 
to start positioning ourselves for the Fit 
for the Future program. The Special Rate 
Variation is critical to making sure Council 
is in a positive position as we continue with 
this process. 

While Council is continuing to explore all 
options of the Fit for the Future program, 
its preferred model is the Rural Council 
option. This would see Council work with 
other similar-sized councils within the 
Mid-Murray Group, helping ensure service 
delivery to communities.

Fit for the 
Future update

The NSW Government has acknowledged that 
rural communities need a new approach to 
local governance that recognises their unique 
challenges and characteristics. 

Wakool Shire Council has noted the flexibility 
incorporated into the Rural Council template, 
developed for smaller councils as an optional 
inclusion when preparing their Fit for the 
Future proposals. The template, which was 
developed following workshops with smaller 
councils within NSW, recognises that one size 
local government model does not fit all.

Mayor Neil Gorey said Wakool Shire was keen 
to understand how a Rural Council might 
work within the context of a mid-Murray joint 
organisation. 

“We are particularly keen to explore options 
for shared services and building on our 
Centres of Excellence approach in areas such 
as Planning, Building and Environmental 
Health, Financial Services (including payroll) 
and road/bridge construction,” Cr Gorey said. 

“Wakool Shire Council will carefully consider 
its options in coming months and will make 
its submission to Office of Local Government 
before the end of June 2015.” 

Council will continue to meet with other 
mid-Murray councils (Murray, Jerilderie, 
Deniliquin, Conargo and Berrigan Shires) and 
will participate in a facilitated workshop to 
explore all options. 

The Fit for the Future package was released 
following a three-year independent review of 
local government in New South Wales. 

Among the Independent Local Government 
Review Panel’s recommendations was the 
consideration of councils to merge, to become 
a Rural Council or to establish regional Joint 
Organisations. 

For more information regarding Fit for the 
Future visit www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au. 

Get active for NSW Seniors Week!
Running from Saturday the 14th to Sunday the 22nd of March, Wakool Shire Council HACC 
Services invites residents aged 60 years and above to participate, interact and be active during 
NSW Seniors Week 2015. 

Seniors who register for the event also have the chance to win the lucky number prize.

A range of activities in Moulamein, Wakool, Tooleybuc and Barham are on offer for this year’s 
Seniors Week, including carpet/lawn bowls, men and ladies’ golf (nine or 18 holes), bike riding 
(three, five or 10kms) and a nature walk.

Other activities include a movie morning, gentle exercise and even a Google search at the 
Library. Seniors are invited to travel to other areas within the Shire to participate in an activity. 
People of all ages are welcome to be part of NSW Seniors Week. 

Entries from seniors are also invited for the two-day art and craft display at Barham, to be held 
from Wednesday 17th to Thursday 18th of March. From coat hangers to art, quilting, knitting or 
crocheting, entries of all types of art and craft are encouraged. A Devonshire tea will be served 
on both days. 

For more information regarding Seniors Week activities in the Wakool Shire, please call Shirley, 
Leanne or Heidi at HACC Services on 03 5453 3500.

Wakool Shire residents joined in the nation’s 
biggest celebration at the annual Australia 
Day breakfasts last month. 

Community members gathered at events held 
in Barham, Koraleigh, Moulamein, Wakool 
and Tooleybuc to celebrate Australia Day and 
recognise the achievements of local residents 
who have made an outstanding contribution 
to the Shire.

Four Australia Day Awards were presented on 
the Day:

•	 Citizen of the Year – Ian and Rae James

•	 Sportsperson of the Year – Emma Berg

•	 Community Event of the Year – 
Koondrook Barham Football Netball Club 
Fishing Competition

•	 Sporting Achievement of the Year – 
Koondrook Barham Football Netball Club 
Reserves Premiership Team

Australia Day Ambassador Ron Delezio, 
Founder of Day of Difference Foundation, 
presented the Citizen of the Year award.

“It is great to be able to again recognise just 
some of the people and clubs that make a 
mark on our area through these awards,” 
Mayor Neil Gorey said. 

“We have an amazing amount of volunteers in 
our Shire that showcase our area’s potential 

and positive spirit. Their efforts add to the 
story of Wakool Shire and make it a great 
place to be a part of.”

Congratulations again to all award recipients 
from Wakool Shire Councillors and staff.

Australia Day Citizen of the Year 
recipients Ian and Rae James, 
pictured with Australia Day 
Ambassador Ron Delezio and wife 
Carolyn. 

Wakool Shire Council has joined Australia’s first Small 
Business Friendly Council (SBFC) program, demonstrating 
its commitment to making small business a priority.

The NSW Office of the Small Business Commissioner 
(OSBC) has partnered with the NSW Business Chamber 
to develop the ground-breaking new program to increase 
the number of Councils working proactively with small 
businesses.

Councils that sign up to the SBFC program commit to 
improving the overall climate for small businesses in NSW 
and raise awareness of the difference Local Government 
can make by better engaging with small business.

Wakool Shire Council Mayor Neil Gorey said the program 
provided a great opportunity for Council to demonstrate 
its commitment to the lifeblood of its communities – small 
business owners and their employees.

“Small businesses are the powerhouse of our economy and 
it’s vital we ensure they have ample opportunity for growth 
and sustainability through improved relationships with 
Council,” Cr Gorey said. 

“Through the SBFC program, the OSBC and the NSW 
Business Chamber will work closely and collaboratively 
with us so we are better placed to support and promote 
our local small businesses.”

By participating in the SBFC Program, Council is required 
to commit to a charter which sets out a number of 
benchmarks that foster and supports small businesses in 
its area. 

These benchmarks involve on-time payment policy, 
business improvement processes, dispute resolution 
services and establishment of a Business Advisory Board.

Expressions of Interest are also being sought from business 
bodies and individuals to be part of the SBFC Business 
Advisory Committee for Wakool Shire. EOI forms can be 
found at Council’s website – wakool.nsw.gov.au. 

Barham Consolidated congratulates Mayor 
Neil Gorey on Wakool Shire joining Australia’s 
first Small Business Friendly Council program. 
(L-R) Barham Consolidated Vice-President 
Kent Bassett, President Colin Membrey, Cr Neil 
Gorey, Treasurer Faye Ashwin and Secretary 
Gary Kerr.

Wakool Shire joins Small 
Business Friendly Council

Australia Day Awards

Club Grants available
Did you know that there is a local funding scheme available Shire wide? 

ClubGRANTS is a funding scheme for community groups which allows 
clubs with an annual gaming revenue of over $1 million to apply a 
percentage of gaming taxes to specific community projects. 

In particular it emphasises local projects, so cluBarham, Tooleybuc 
Sporting Club and Murray Downs Golf and Country Club have formed 
links with Wakool Shire Council to decide how to allocate their funds 
to a wide range of causes. 

Below is some useful information about the ClubGRANTS funding 
scheme and how you can apply. 

Funding Categories
Category 1 funding applications are received by the clubs directly 
on an ongoing basis. Projects in the following categories qualify for 
Category 1 funding:

•	 Community welfare and social services

•	 Community development

•	 Community health services

•	 Employment assistance activities

Category 2 funding is for other community development and support 
services that are not eligible for category 1 funding (e.g. traditional 
areas of club expenditure, such as support for sport and recreation 
groups). Requests for Category 2 funding should be put in writing and 
include the amount requested and what it will be used for. 

To find out more about the scheme contact your local club (CluBarham, 
Murray Downs Golf & Country Club, Tooleybuc Sporting Club) directly 
or visit www.clubsnsw.com.au for details

Tooleybuc Bridge update
Roads and Maritime Services in partnership with VicRoads, has 
started planning for a new bridge at Tooleybuc.

Following feedback from the community, three route options have 
been selected for further investigation. All options connect to 
Murray Street. 

•	 Yellow option – a high level bridge downstream of the existing 
bridge.

•	 Blue option – a low level bridge with a lift span immediately 
next to and upstream of the existing bridge.

•	 Purple option – a low level bridge with a lift span upstream of 
the existing bridge (based on the previous high level orange 
option).

Together with VicRoads, Roads and Maritime continue to carry out 
specialist studies around these three options. 

Noise and vibration and socio-economic assessments have been 
completed, as has a flood modelling study, while Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage and Flora and Fauna Assessments are almost complete. 

An urban design study looked at the landscape and the visual impact 
of each bridge option. An architectural firm was also engaged 
regarding ideas around the old Tooleybuc Bridge, including a 
potential wharf. 

Following the studies, Roads and Maritime will present their results 
and their preferred bridge option at a community consultation 
session, expected to take place by May 2015. A 3D ‘fly-through’ 
animation for bridge options will be available for viewing in time 
for the community session.

Further details regarding the studies and the consultation session 
will be in the next edition of Shire Wire due out in mid-May. 

The Murray River Bridge at Tooleybuc is part of the NSW 
Government’s Bridges for Bush initiative. 

Murray Darling Basin Authority 
visit
Mayor Neil Gorey and Council’s Economic Development 
Manager Gary Kerr hosted a visit to the Shire in January by 
Murray Darling Basin Authority (MBDA) Chief Executive 
Officer Rhondda Dickson, Board Member George Warne 
and The Living Murray Program Manager Sue Buckle.

The visit was organised to highlight the challenges the 
Shire is facing from environmental watering events and 
continuing reductions in water entitlements.

As a result of the visit, Council and the MDBA will develop 
a collaborative program for a community based approach 
to developing the constraints business case for the Edward 
Wakool region over the next 12 to 18 months. 

Call for Tourism Operators to 
promote their businesses
At a meeting in Barham late last year regarding the Murray 
Regional Tourism’s Digital Platform, many local tourism 
operators were unaware or were not registered with the 
Australian Tourism Data Warehouse (ATDW). The ATDW 
is the principal database that all state and regional tourism 
organisations use in promoting regional and locations.

ATDW provides Tourism Operators with an avenue to 
increase their digital distribution and online exposure.

ATDW’s distribution network is made up of a vast and 
growing number of digital channels who publish ATDW’s 
content database, including Tourism Australia’s www.
Australia.com, a wide range of commercial websites like 
the popular Places We Go travel website, TripHitter, 
Regional Tourism Organisations, niche marketers and a 
growing number of smartphone and tablet applications.

If your operation is not on the ATDW (it is free to register) 
then you are missing out on valuable promotional 
opportunities. For details on how to register, email  
gary.kerr@wakool.nsw.gov.au 

The recent environmental watering event 
in the Wakool River was discussed during 
Murray Darling Basin Authority CEO Rhondda 
Dickson’s visit to the Shire.

Economic Development news

Applications are now open for the 2015 
Wakool Shire Medicine & Allied Health 
Scholarship Scheme. 

The Scholarship is an initiative of Local 
Health Medical Trust and is funded 
and administered in partnership with 
Wakool Shire Council. It is designed to 
assist students to study undergraduate or 
postgraduate degrees in Medicine or Allied 
Health sciences.

One scholarship will be awarded in 2015 
with the recipient receiving $6,000 towards 
their living and studying expenses. 

Wakool Shire Mayor Cr Neil Gorey said the 
purpose of the scholarship is to support 
local students and encourage their return to 
rural areas upon accreditation to practice in 
their chosen field.

“Scholarships can take extra pressure 
off those looking to undertake these 
types of studies and in turn provide more 
opportunities for students to focus on 
applying their studies back into the local 
area on university breaks, on scheduled 
visits as arranged by the Trust and then 
hopefully as a career choice at the end.

“I’d encourage those currently enrolled in a 
medicine or allied health course to apply for 
the scholarship,” he said. 

Applications are now open for students 
enrolled in one of the following eligible 
disciplines for 2015: 

Medicine, Nursing, Dentistry, 
Physiotherapy, Social Work, Psychology 
and other mental health professions, Speech 
Pathology, Occupational Therapy, Podiatry, 
Pharmacy, Optometry, Paramedicine, 
Diatetics or Medical Imaging. 

Those who can demonstrate current or 
previous residency in Wakool Shire will be 
given preference. 

Applications close on 31st March, 2015. 

Previous applicants may apply. Previous 
scholarship recipients are also eligible to 
apply however a points discount will be 
applied through the assessment process.

For further information or to download an 
application form visit: www.wakool.nsw.
gov.au. 

Wakool Shire Medicine & 
Allied Health Scholarship
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