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HOME  POSITIONS VACANT

Road to financial sustainability —— bridging
the gaps

Kyogle Council has taken the first few steps down the path to financial sustairability.
It has adopted a revised Financial Managemeni Policy, a revised Community Engagemenl Strategy and a new Long Term Financsal Plan (2015

I is also undertaking a review of its Community Strategic Pian - a process that will be informed by the recently adopted Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP)
and is being assisted by the establishment of five Council Focus Groups, The aim of the Focus Groups is to guide long term planning in the key target
areas of. Ageing in Place, Disability Services and Respile Care, Agriculiure; Governance and Community Services, Village Life; and Visitor Attractions.

Itis clear that Counci! is facing some hard budget cholces as it seeks to become financially sustainable. Council's income is limited - due largely 1o more
than 30 years of rate pegging by the NSW Gavernmeant - and is not keeping pace with increases in the costs of delivering services to the community,

In addition 1o these costs, there are also the extra responsibilities that have heen shifted to Council that were previously cverseen by the State
Government.

The second factor in Council's unsustainable position is the cost of looking after the community's infrastruciure assets - the roads, bridges, buildings,
sports fields and playgrounds

Council is the custedian of $460 million worth of public assets. Over the years, funding to maintain and renew this infrastruciure has been reduced relative
to the costs associated with the upkeep of the assets. This has resulted in a backleg of infrastructure renewals and has led to a delerioration of assets,
increased cosls of maintenance and reduced levels of service.

Based on the Asset Management Plan and Strategy adopted by Council in 2012 (see below), the current backlog is in the order of $40 million. The'se
figures have been verfied by independent reperts from TCorp {see below) undertaken as part of the work of the NSW Independent Local Government
Review Panel and also by private consultants, Review Today (see below) engaged by Council,

There is no single sclution. Council's annual funding gap of 4 million will need to come from a range of options including.

Produchvity improvements (changing the way services are delivered)
Reductions in current levels of service

New revenue opportunities

Additional borrowings

Rate increases above pegged limils

Assel disposals

The LTFP adopted in December 2014 is seen as key to Council's push to achieve financial sustainability and "bridge the gaps” between income and
services. It proposes a series of above-the-pegged-limit rate rises over five years to help fund significant increases in expenditure on Council's road and
bridge network, It also provides for cuts to services.

Council must now seek approval from the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal for the special rate rises in the LTFP.

Kyogle Council's application to IPART asks for a total rate rise {including the above pegged limil increase and stormwater management charges} of
12 42% in 2015-2018, two rale rises of 5 43% (including the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management charges) from 2016-2018, and two
rates rises of 5.44 % (inciuding the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management charges} from 2018 to 2020,

IPART is not expecled to make a gecision on the application until Aprii 2015,
Meanwhile, Council is working o ideniify new income sources and savings generated through productivity improvements.
Council also wants you, the ratepayers and residents, o be a part of the discussion and to contribule to the process.

Already, hundreds of people have had the chance al public information sessions. thraugh submissions and via & community survey to tell the Council their
views on the LTFP and to identify the "gaps” they want the Council to target as it moves to become financially sustainable.

The Council will continue to provide ratepayers and residents with opportunitties to have a say and o become involved in the process over the coming year.
Arthur Piggott

General Manager

http://www.kyogle.nsw.gov.au/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC-VRV-26-11-82 12/02/2015
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KNOCKROW ROLLOVER: Truck

flattens car

No jail for
B-double
deaths

4 FROM PAGE 1

very close family,” Mr Janke
Al

shock of the Say of
June 26z spmething that we
e sl srrigEtng with and
eIl e g o

e and Mis Lins stute-
L. trinatated from Chi-
2 poke ol e besutiful
anly ehild whi was laking
forwarel Lo npEreydn Aliteh-
elinn ang starting o Tl

Sinee the erash dhedis-
teaght coaple hnve been
dimrnossd wiih dppresshon
aned Byprirlaision, aad wor-
ry whe sl s for them in
e ol ngs becwse of
Cltiiza's pne-child pallcy.

“Ihelieve the greaiest
misforsune in e is for so-
meene to lese their only
¢hild, especially 2t a niiddle
age,” the statement read.

“Yeur leaving has taken
aur hearts away.

“Life without yau is like a
world without sunshine.”

An expert erash report
from Dr Reberd Casey of the
Universily of NSW, police
facts and Prest's NSW and
Queensland criminal histo-
ries were tendered for Ma-

Itis to our
horror that
the driver has
been allowed to
continue driving
trucks
— Dirvds Janke

gisirnbe JaT Linden bo o=
siker

Frast's hirrisler Pelor
(riZatner tald ihe court his
clinnl Had been sibetantinlty
pewcholpgically affectod by
tke cragh ani ost his rka-
tlanaliip avor lis “orror i
judgment®.

K Linden sentenced
Prost to a ning monih sus-
pended jail sentence and
disquiified him from deiv-
ing for 18 months.

“At the end of all the
A" reports and evi-
dence therg are just four
words 'toa fust, Loo close’,
Mr Linden concluded on
Prest's driving.

\ HAVE YOUR S0
NORTHERNSTAR COMAU

HDRRDR SMASH: flescue crews work to [t the B-doubia of tha
car after the crash at Knockrow.
PHOTO: WESTRAL REBCUE HELICCFTER

e i P oy

wHiiE -my lanath *euau-,r
woulda't E W

back Mlt{:hu Bha
Donnis Jiske BBIl! the
sententing of the truch
driver resnoosible far he
unfetunate trﬂg‘aq‘y his
brought seme clesure.
Despite 1his Sense ol
ciosurn, 10e hearts of the
Janim und Liu famiies
el | bleed faroyver ovar tho
Yosa of thoir loved ones.
“Ue have to aceept the

SUIENCING hEc-WEn ;hﬂt-

whii's |imposed by
cout,” Mr Jinke smd
“We wauld have liked a

WS SENENE Sentence DUt

yoing by tha laws and

precedents this ik what
wa were told to expoct
“And that 150"t going 10

bring the kids Bach.”

Mr Jorike sait an exam.
inatsan of thi treck found
three af the faur brakaes
wars pat-canfigcted on
l'mﬂrlmn moves and the
truck had been pulled
nw’mu:u&u la timas by the
A

'Tlilﬁ -i-ﬂdtulnnn wiian't
suffiolent 1o pravn o
dangeroas divitiyg charge,
ke just mada iha wrong
decision and as the ma:
gn..ttaln 5a|i 14 wWas |ust

iriving toa Tast and toa
ciose and didnt Know
It Lo i‘lund!u the sit-
uition.”

“Palice found the truck
watn't speeding, and the
driver had na drugs fif
aleohol in his sysiam.”

carl [ we're forced |t & merger”.

‘FACING FACTS: Kyagln mayor Banielle Mutholland says “we obvlously need to aet pow aad. regatiate tho best position we

PHOTOCTHE NORTHERN STAR

Kyogle prepared for forced merger pnsmb:lnty

HAMESH EROOME

hersigh Socneihrr ot st

RYOGEE muyar Danipfle
Iriulbollngd s her coun-
cll nedls Lo prepare Tor the
{rsitillty af 2 forced amal-
gamnaiione

On Wednisdity night the
vounell resolved to hold bi.
lateral meetings with se-
nior staff and councillors
from hioth Lismaore Cily angl
Richmond Valley tomodel i
pdential merger.

The mayer said  she
difdn't support amalgami-
tion but Kyogle coulin't afl-
ford Lo keep its head 1n the
sand.

“Forced amalyamations
nre being talked  about;
they're on the labie.” she
said.

“We cbhviossly need 15
#cd ow and negoliate the
best position we con il wie'ie
fovped fvia n mesger”

‘T Mlateral meotings
will take plivss within the
niel S0 pontis.

Wi ane galng o guther
ai much infarmation as
Posathie, and wo are geing
10 fiegotiale the hest poss)-
hig eufcome we cin with
Lismpre-and fEichmond Yol
Tery Catireell,” Cr Muthalbsnd
Prans

l55uRs eapiected (o be dis
cnased al the meatings in-
clitdle rates, sevippe, fban-
el sustiinatility, patenling
ecapmbes of senby, kbl
Inlr eapaaity and other loss
wsimbiiable ismes, such dg
il represetitntion
1£f*|l.1L'.'

the conmeil ha
af what a megger wauht in
vidve AL el dulbver a Buf-
teriden Lodts BA00 pesitlenis
vl camimimity  copsulln
tHon

S regponsibiliey is to
PrEsent an unbf 1argu-
miet o the commimnity, We
nesd Lo say to thom these
are the pros and these are
the cons.,

“IEwe Goricy to merge or
we decide 1o sland wlone,

Friday, January 23, 2015

Hikthorn Star
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cnunulamaiganﬂ:msmntﬁi*pmhlﬁm_

A REGIONAL plating
expert heading up a new
planning degree at
Southera Cross Un-
ivursily sivs amglgami-
tion worn't solve 'myof

- the underlyi

[acing eouneils on me
Northern Rivers,

Anmlmmrllicm has
became it regl piissthil-
ity for many NSW coun-
wils, wﬂt.h and Promier
Mike Baird Lo
ritle out rummn
atied Kyegle Couneil
wdentified as o candidute
in last year's Indepen-
dint F.ot.ui Gumrnmml
Heview

Buf br Blizabein
O'Brien, course e
erdinator of SCL's new
Bavchelor of Hegional
aned Urban Planning.
H1|(IJU!N'|!.'.1.ILI1I‘.I.ED.1 Wis
a ek fix" thal didn’t

" nﬂdlﬂaﬁ;am}: of

connetls’ probiems.

“Thie restireh shows
many seasans why
mml‘gam.eﬂun won't
wark,

e rural shires iare
spatially huge; i yoiu
amalgamate them
you're Sl only going to

have the same amotnt

~of dollars averaged ont,
"You're stll going 1o
have the sme lack of
public transpart, the
simie lack of aceessibil-
ity ta serviees, i fal-
ing will remiin the
satne, and ymi're stlf
poing to have the same
rites eoming i, ind

Jack of infrastructure.

“You're then going Lo
have an isste about
where vour veuneii is
hased i "Conneit A™
tias the biggest doliars,

2 SCU | planning s

Dr O'Brien suid the
Baghelor of Reqional and
Urgan Planning
{(Honours) offered an
campus at Lismore fcom
2015 oflered botl a
technical geaiifisation
and the chanca ta
address regianal
planning iaawas such as
catering Lo an &y
papulation, mannging
climate nhunuu on 1he
-ceast, urhan growth and
presatving local identity,
She an& the course
would turiy aut plaanem
who had a good ided of
‘somial justice, with both o
fiheral arts as well a6 i

thiz community will havie un
epermous mfuonc on that
deersion.”

As pare of the Coalitlon's
far-reactiing Fit for the Fa-
ture locul povernment re-
forms, counetls are re-
quired te submit deiailed

technical edugation.

Said thie value of a
planning degrag waos It
qq.ulppcdsmd’aﬂu ta
waork (n afl serts of areas,
bot!y loeally and oversias
~ and there was plenty of
damand for planners.

“It opens up
ofpartunities al the
shree levels of
fevernmenl, private
calauitancies,
deyelopment eompanies,
sammisnity
arganisations,” sha said.

“We need npw
plennars coming nte He
profession.”

ProquesEls,

HKyogles long-term fnmn-
oial plan, not yet approved
4y the Independent Pricing
and NMegulatory Trbinnal,
Includes o 2205 rale clse ov-
er five years.

As pari of the Fiu tor the

you iy et Jaﬁmﬂqg.
Tretter

of thungs being
for that area than oth-
[l ¥,

Wittls :hnn.wun
some benelits from
amlgamalien, Dr
O'Brlen argaed the main

benehclary was thie

state government, net
the community.

“T'ne onty thing that
works dollar-rise is
admimisiration costs.

“Hul wihy sive onf
administrition costs if
1he onteames for yoir
commnity ire going o
bis no Better, ar wirse?”

Onee eouneils went
through the prmassnf
winidemation, it was
fempting to rationalise
servloss” and the. firsl
e {0 fall was usnaily
on mmhlllﬂilvintl‘b
Lructure - i'.IUrﬂr]

AR,

thisse Kinds afm
ettty inregional
s, s l‘ﬂﬂl‘&ﬂm{l
fesie in regionul arens
than jr-(.lmpohhm ils
leeause there's loss
Leimmies of seale with
bess papnlition densigg,”
Lt O lrien salil,
“EEyula're i an imer
ety e Yo woulid
have finie Insad paaln
withiin SR You have
s of pabilic transpor;
you tlan't hiove Lo worry
bt goting avound.”

Future packape 5105 mil-
Hon has also beern made
avatlable to pssist councils
wha desite Lo mese

L TR HAVE YDUR SaY




Argdtung Goe

Tributes

Funeral Notices

ATTEWELL, HAZEL JEAN
IIJEAN"

12th December 2014, Passed away
peacefully at St Michael's Apartments,
Casino. Beloved Wife of Frank {dec}. Much
faved Mothar and Mother-In-law of Wendy
& lan (dec} Barbato, Steve & Isla and David
& Ruth. Gherished Gran to her Granchildren
and Great-grandchitdren. Jean will be sadly
missed by the Members of her extended
Family and Friends.

Aged 85 years
Relatives and Friends are invited %o attend
Jean’s Funeral Service to be held al the
Listmors Memorial Gardens Crematorium,
Skyline Road, Gonellabah on Friday 19th
December 2014, commencing at 11.00 am.

\ John McKee
! GuarpiaN Funerats
CASINO 6662 3154

TR,

Funeral Directors & Services

A PRIVATE CREMATION
51,863 Including GST / Mo hidden after hours rates
Hen Little - 1300 6748 443 - Dolphin Funerals

Public Notices

Christmas
Closures

The Northem Star and Richmond River
Express Examiner wish to advise that the
Casine office will be closed over the holiday
break from 3pm Friday 18th December 2014
until 8am Monday 5th January 2015.

For any classified advertising during this
time, visit finda.com.au or phone the
Customer Contact Centre an 1300 136 181.
We wish you a safe end
happy Christmas and New Yaar,

= finda

55011 3¢

ROY LOUIS BENNET
3/11/1926 ~ 19/12/2003

lts been eleven years since that day

The one we foved was called away.
Godtook youhome it was his will
But in our Rearts you live an still

Always Remembered
YourLeving Wife snd Family

REDA JOAN SHEPHE;D

2NOVEMBER 1816 - 1A NOVEMBER 2014
The family of the late Freda Shephard would
like to thank relatives and friends for thair
support after the loss of Freda.
Special thanks to Dr Rajan, St Michael's
Apariments for their dedication, Gasino
Guardian Funerals and Sandra Humphrys for
their guidance.
Mary and Johin Hanckel, Geoff and Julfe
Shephard and families

- HENRY, May Bell
29/111918-27H1 1!2014_

%\'\ I sincerely thank all those who assisted
{ and shared in my Mother, May Bell's

Funeral celebration, and {orall the cards,

Special thanks to The Kyogle Coutt
Staff for their care. Please accept
this as my personal thanks.

Donna Mclnnes

flowers and prayers received,
3

i,
%ﬁg}‘

Church Services

CATHOLIG Church Cagina Mass Times: Sat Vigil pm,
Sunday 8am. Office hours: Mon-Thu B.30am-8pm, Fri

$.90am-2pm {casino@lismona.cathalic.org.au)

Public Notices

KYOGLE COUNCIL

ADOPTION OF LONG TERM
FINANCIAL PLAN
2016-2034/AMENDED DRAFT
DELIVERY AND OPERATIONAL PLAN

Kyogle Council has recently been through a
comprehensive review of its'Long Term
Financial Plan, This document has been on
public exhibition, and discussed at various

Certificatein
oty carg Massage - Stage
1. Starts Feb 2015, Nova
Eceheol of Massage & Body
Tharapy T 6524 5011

Bi

Buy & Seil

For Sale

finda.com.a

The Rishmond River

ress

Buyyour end rolis/wh

Examiner
END ROLLS/WHITE PAPER

B
rorsae |
EXp

the “Express Examiner'office.
Reception open Sam-3pm Mon-Fri.

ite paper from $5.00 at

-

oy =
RUBEX GRANNY FLAT

Finance availablel Ask us
about rent {o buy optlons.
Phone Totay. From SB80CD.
wavw.rublxmaodular.com.aw
semuell€rubixmatiular.com.au
Samue] - 0422 303 557

All types. For Sale or Hire
{rom $2,860 incl GST.
Phone 0427 353 050

forums. Council  has d  all
submisslons and information provided by its
residents and has recently adopted this
document,

Council has resolved to apply for a speclal rate
variation which Is In addifion to the “rate
pegging™ amount set each year by the NSW
Govemment. These, as well as the other
changes outlined in the Long Term Financial
Plan, are now reflected in the amended Draft
Delivery and Operaticnal Flan. .
The amended Draft Delivery and Qperational
Plan and supporting documents can be
viewsd an Councils website
www.kyogle.nsw.gov.au or at the
Administration Office. Hard copies can be
malled and to request this, you need ta phone
6632 1811. .
The amended Draft Dealivery Plan s now on

invited and will be received up until 4pm on
January 27, 2016, Submisslans can also be
made using the Kvogle council website.

COMMENCEMENT OF KYQGLE LOCAL
ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2012
AMENDMENT NUMBER3 |

Kyogle Council has made an amendment o
the Kyogle Local Environmental Plan 2012 to
pemmit the development of dual accupancies
{detached) in Zanes AU1, RU2, RU4 and RS
and secondary dwellings in Zones RUt, RU2,
RU4, R1, A3, and A5 with the consent of
Council, The amendment also Increases the
maximum pemmissible size of secondary
dwallings. The LEP amendment cammenced
on § December 2014.

The LEP amendment is available for
inspection at Kyogle Councli Administration
Building, 1 Strathedsn Street, Kyogle,
Monday-Friday B.J30am-épm and is also
available to download on the NSW Legistation
website at www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

For further Information 'please phone
Counci's Flanning Department on 6632 0293,

Arthur Piggott Kyogle Council
General Manager KYOGLE NEW 2474

public exhibition and written submissions are |-

Solar Hotwater System
Aheem 300 litre, 2 panel
solar, naw. 52100 after STC
incentive, 0410 557 444

SHIPPING CONTAINERS |

Garage Sales

Auctions - General

1300

1361

4wd Vehicles

Landeruiser GXL

Feb 2000, 2 seater, petrol,
air cond, auto, air sheeks,
1int windows, GB, rracks,
new tyres, dual batteres,
tbar, bifbar, spot lghts.
Exe. cond. 192,000kms.

518,000 ono. 0418682 317

Caravans &
MotorHomes

1980 18ft Millard

front bunks, rear island dbl
bed, 12 menths rego, new
annexe roof, new tyres,
57500, Please telephena
0427 285 652

e 5
2001 Goromal Excel 445,

THURS, DEC 11th
Auclion A/¢ Rural Buylng
Machinery Centre
South Lismore 10am
SAT, DEC 13th
Lismora Store Sale

lan & Son% vgao, Pep 'arop. Avmzlg. !ulzt
p— annexs, Jwdy fridge,
74 Woodiark Strast || - bori meny exvas, May
Lismore, 2480 0407 459 813
EVERY TUESDAY:
*- LISMORE CATILE
SALE AT 7.30AM
EVERY WEDNESDAY:
CASING CATTLE
SALE AT 7:30AM

BAILEY Senttor Indiana
2008, 4 berth, fixed bed,
showar/toilet, BWS, 3way
frdge, mfa, mator mover,
awning, 1yr rege, 1180kg,
EC 526,800 D400 204 207

tismore Saleyards 10am

LISMORE: 6621 2768

Farm/ General -
M ery

- v K
Kuhota GL 27 (31Hp}
+ slasher, shuttle shift, p/s,
4in 1 FEL, 4WD, late model
great tragtors. $1,000 DEL
AUST WIDE, 0448 867 130

wwhw.lraclorsnorth.com
Won't ba beaten on price

FIREWOOD

Qid fence posts, cut Lo shze.
Dellvered Ioeally.  Phone
0428030101 or 65671078

"Express Exam

MONSTER SALE

Advertisa yuurGe SaleInthe

Maximum 8 lines.
Ph 6662 2666 or 1300 136 181

tner{or $33.00

The Richmond River

EXpressExaminer

CASINO RECEPTIONHOURS
Monday-Friday 9.00am-3.00pm {02) 6662 2666
Classifisds Deadline 2pm Monday 1300136 181
ROP Deadline 4pm Thursday (02) 6662 2666

Visit www.finda.com.au

Flog Your Furniture.

1

finda

oAnplhing Poes

COROMAL Seka 520 Pop
‘Top, Rollouwt  awning,
Kakadu Annexe & swning,
baltery pack. new tyres,
always shedded, excellent

condition. Must Be Seen.

§15,500 neg. 6683 2242

2008 MAZDA SP 23

Sedan, 6 Spe anual,
105,000 ech Jho/s,
excel . arviced
reguli ed  window

screer, A, very aconomal,
alr  gom  goed tyres,
$10,250cn0, Phene:

HYUNDAI Getz 2007. Man 5
dr hatch, A/C, CD, new
5, 8115, 130,000k,
immac tond. $3,500
ph 043% 294 028
7253

HONDA CAFSD, ona awner,
exe.  cond, Japanesa
caonstruction, recently
serviced, owner updating.
S10060. Great Christmas
prasent, Ph 0412 525858

¥

YAMAHA PWBO 2010
3-2pd, ne clutch, excellent
condillon, ene owner,
ready to ride, S1500.
Please lelephone
0427 785 080

. o

SUMMER holldays are
coming. CAMPER Traller
exe,.cond. Set up size 7
melras ¥ 4.9 matres. Many
extras. Aego Nev 2015
$€,500 6629 5419

Property
Qumers. We require rental
properties, houses, unlis
and flals, fully scresnec
tenanis, three monihly
inspeciicns. Savins First
Hational, 6662 4888

Time to -
Find It?

1995 Freighter-
Tri-axle Trailer

45 {t On oir bag, ¥ monihs
rego, foad binders, clean
skin tyres, $17,000.
0448 832380

CASIRG -1br & 2 br unit,
{imber flaotz 10 minutes
walk to town/Aldl & Pust
Office, quial street. Avall

0403 022356

Self Storage '

SECURITY Storage
Sheds from $15 pw,

Savins  First  National.
Pleasa phone 6662 4888,

scon.  5150/5220pw. Ph .
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Richmond
Valley set to
debate plans
to go it alone

RICHMOS L Yalley Councit
Wil tondght debule whether
Lo prepare 2 submission (o
v forward ds 8 stind-
alane souncd).

Amnlgamatian with Kyo-
ple Counctl b been ident)-
[t s an optlon under the
Erala overnment’s Fit for
the Future reforms, but
Kyagle has told Kishmond
Vallex IE doiss fiot want ta
praceed with Lulks until
after @ coundillor workshop
in dnnuary.

AL the Risheiand Nalley
Counall meeling toniglt,
stidl will recammend the
eounctl movi farwared

Sl R vogle Councll] has
alio adapded a long-term
fmancinl plan, which seeks
to go e adone,* the staft
Tepurt explaing

“Beenuse of thee tight
timeframes required [
lodping eouncil's submizsion
for Fit Foe tae Future, 05 is
recommeniesd thit Hich-
mend Valley Ceuncl pro-
ceed with the view Hyogla
Countzil §s not interesied in
amnlgnmation.”

Az part of a submission 1o
the Chflee of Local Govern-
ment, ltletimond Valley
Council will be required 1o
address its scale und eapac-
ity, look af key challengos
and opporlunities, and rate
its performanes: against Fil
for the Future benchmarks.

WOULD-BE BUYER: Council 'hotched' process, leaked cornifidential information

M FROM PACGE 1

counell hnd falkim silamnt and
hee i omly Soued our vin o
aews repoel Lhat they Tad
phnndoned the process,

“We thought we already
el @ seat atthe talile for dis-
kg, e sl

He sald the comipaoy had
wanied fnanclal informa-
thanabau thesirport before:
Howas prepared Lo do due di-
ligenes to deliver on ncfunl

propsal

1 A dBng thind weas e
niest slage of  discussion
(but) the cpparimnity i have
thit next stage never Hage
[l

it in/whal nppears to be
on apit misunderstanding,
Liamore iy denny Do
well ik MEReast had made
nesmantions which waran'l
trum. She dended cver men-
Hondng the naysterionk 45620
milllp Ngure.

I havn novem ever quoted
that figure," Gr Dywell =ald.

“There’s inaccuracies il
thraugh his clitims™

U Derwell alsn rejociod Mr

eh-IENNY
seriously wants to be censidered saidl.
for the next stage of an Eal
process thon they have to puta
serous amount of work i and
that was not forthcoming.

Kezst's allegation that Lismore  “botehed” the Eol process.
City Founcll stall scmiliow A1 rafute thad somsplatily;
ol ALUT A et rentely e
T reneed in both spressions
DOWELLIF anyane of nterest and seaiers,” she
“Therules governing what
wiz do are sel down very
stringently and they are fol-
fowed 1o the letter.
“Hanyone seriously wiunts

te be considered for Ui next
stipe ol Eol process (ién
they hime o it . serious
pmount ofwark in'.. and that
witt il fortheoming.”

Mr Keast siaid he was oo
stranger to leeal gosum-
ment processes, saying he
had dealt with Bundaberg
Regional Couneil and had 2
“very good working relation-

Stoush over airport sale

FHOTO: MARC STAPELBERG

ship™ with ihis Bolling-Byron
Gtemay Adrpant.

Thie conipany saw the Lis-
more alFpart as o potential
*sirutegic nequisition”,
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" As we look back on 2014, we aze fmmowo o

continued support, involvement and input.

We look forward with enJiedizzdm, and Wm to the ym@/y&t and a/wfez’ ﬁat 201 5

will no doubt bring und aim to ensure the best interests of the

| 01 all times. Councillors and staff of Kyogle Council would I‘ke to

) Kyogle _-Councn ‘wnl c:xpp|y to
"{’rhe Independem‘ Prlcmg and

| fRegula’rory Tritbunal (IPART) for. a
;-"“serles of spec:@l rq’re Tises over ‘
the nex’f ﬁve yec:rs




Councillors to wolkshop
| Fit for the Future Program

' _Kyogle Councillors will meet early
- in the New Year fo explore the

_ issues, implications, advantages

“and disadvantages in relation to

B Fit for the Future and the relevant

- templates.

. The councillor workshop will be held on
12 January, 2015, and will be led by an
independent facilitator.

" To date Kyogle Council has not adopted -

~ aposition on the question of a potential

- ‘merger as recommended in the State

Government's Fit for the Future blueprint
for local government in NSW.
“Kyogie Mayor Danielle Mulholland

" said the Council wanted to be as fully

“informed as possible before making such
“a crucial decision.

“We want to have as much information
as possible on the pros and cons of

the Fit for the Future program and the
rmphccrtrons both good and bad, for

| Council to apply for above

i pegged limit rate rises

tentinued from pRetiows past

The Long Term Financial Plan also
proposes significant increases in
expenditure on Council’'s road and
bridge network and some cuts to
Services.

Council received a mixed response to
the draft Long Term Financial Plan when
it was placed on public exhibition for
community feedback.

Some people believed fhe proposed
rate rises were unaffordable and the cuts
excessive. Others indicated that while
they would prefer not to pay a significant
rate rise, it was preferable to a merger

Mayor Danielle Mutholland
ratepayers and residents before we
acdopt a position one way or the other,”
Cr Mulholland said.

"I would expect that Councillors will have
a much better understanding of all the
issues after the January workshop and
we will be able to further explore these
at separate, informal discussions, Council
is looking to have with Lismore City and
Richmond Valley councils in the New
Year."”

Cr Mulholland saict that the Council would
inform and continue to engage with the
community throughout the process

with a nelghbourtng Council.

Kyogle Council's application to IPART
will seek approval for a total rate rise
{including the above pegged limit
increcse and stormwater management
charges) of 12.42% in 2015-2016, 5.43%
(including the above pegged limit
increase and stormwater management
charges) from 2016-2018 and 5.44%
{including the above pegged limit
increcse and stormwater management
charges from 2018-2020.

While Council had to inform IPART that

it intended applying for an above the
pegged limit rate rise by 12 December, it
won't lodge the formal application uniil
February 2015.

IPART is not expected to make ¢ clecision
on the application uniil April 2015,
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‘f}December 2014, so you'll probably see L
“me out-and dbout frequently. . T Cpmee Mayor Kyogle Council !
dellvermg fost reliable online education,

NBN Rollout broadband to more and teleworking opportunifies
Kyogle has been added to  More Australians. and entertainment on
the National Broadband “More families and demand,” he said.
Network (NBN) rollout businesses in NSW are a “For families in rural and
schedule. Kyogle and step closer to being able regional communities in
surrounds is set to receive fo enjoy the benefits ,OCTFHCUI'OF, NBN provides
fixed wireless facilities. of fast and relfiable access to internet speeds
NBN Co spokesperson broadband, which can and capacity that many
Darren Rudd, said the deliver improved access in the big cities fake for
ongoing rollout was to e-health resources, granted."

..............................................................................................
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Council to apply to IPART for special rate variation - Kyogle Council http://www.kyogle.nsw.gov.awcp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC...
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Council to apply to IPART for special rate variation

Kyogle Council will apply to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal {IPART) for a series of special rate rises over the next five years.

The rolling series of above-the-pegged-limit rate increases is part of Council's Long Term Financial Plan which was adopied at the 8 December Ordinary
meeting and aims to put Council on a path to financial sustainability.

The Leng Term Financial Plan also proposes significant increases in expenditure on Council's road and bridge network and some cuts to services.
Council received a mixed respanse to the draft Long Term Financial Plan when it was placed on public exhibition for cemmunity feedback.

Some people believed the proposed rate rises were unaffordable and the cuts excessive. Others indicaied that while they would prefer not to pay a
significant rate rise, it was preferable to a merger with a neighbouring Council.

Kyogle Council's application to IPART will seek approval for a total rate rise {including the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management
charges) of 12.42% in 2015-2018, two rate rises of 5.43% (including the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management charges) from
2016-2018 and two rate rises of 5.44% (including the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management charges) from 2018-2020.

While Council had to inform [PART that it intended applying for an above the pegged limit rate rise by 12 December, it won't lodge the formal application
until February 2015,

IPART is not expected 0 make a decision on the application until April 2015,
For further information on Council's push to become financially sustainable, click !

To learn mere about the process Council went threugh in adopting the Long Term Financial Plan, click |
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Learn more about Council's draft long term financial plan at a listening post
manned by Council staff at the Weodenbong Market on Saturday.

Kyegle Council ¢
Daniele Mulholland has been re-elected Lo serve a second term as Mavyor of
Kvegle Counci! Cr John Burley was elected Deputy Mayor

1

Kyogle Council &
Kyogle Council calls for appiications for Financial Assistance Grants
Applications close 12 September. For info kyoale naw govau
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@ Kyogle Council

Kyogle Council will apply to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal (IPART) for a series of special rate rises over the next five years.
The rolling series of above-the-pegged-limit rate increases is part of
Council's Long Term Financial Plan which was adopted at the § December
Ordinary meeting and aims to put Council on a path to financial
sustainabhility.

The Long Term Financial Plan aiso proposes significant increases in
expenditure on Council's road and bridge network and some cuts fo
Sernvices.

Councif received a mixed response to the draft Long Term Financial Plan
when it was placed on public exhibition for community feedback.

Some people believed the proposed rate rises were unaffordable and the
cuis excessive. Others indicated that while they would prefer not to pay a
significant rate rise, it was preferable 10 a merger with a neighbouring
Council.

Kyogle Council's application to IPART will seek approval for a total raie rise
(inciuding the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management
charges) of 12.42% in 2015-2016 and four rate rises of 5.43% ((inclugding
the above pegged limit increase and stormwater management charges}
from 2016-2020.

White Council had to inform IPART thal it intendsed applying for an above
the pegged limit rate rise by 12 December, it won't lodge the formal
application until February 2015.

IPART is not expected to make a decision on the application until April
2015,
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to the residential aged care residents and
families, ensuring that each person is the
centre of all decisions, care and activities.
Nerida will provide clinical leadership to the
staff at the three MPS sites and revamp many
of their processes dnd paperwork, ensuring
that they meet curtent standards and evidence
based practices.

If you have a relative in an MPS Aged Care
Unit you will hopefully meet Nerida in the
near future and be involved with her In
tmproving the care they provide fo the aged
residents.

Nerida moved to the Northern Rivers ten
years ago and was previously in the privats
sector in aged care and taught Bachelor
Health (Nursing) at the University of
Newcastle.

We welcome you Nerida and look forward to
hearing more of your work here at our MPS
sites.

General Information:
Remember to call the Health Advice Line if
you have a health issue. It’sa24 hour7 daysa
week free service on 1800 022 222, An RN
(Registered Nurse) will speak to you and
assess whether or not you need to go to the
BEmergency Dept at your local MPS. Read
more information aboui this service on
www.healthdirect.org.au

Ambutance/Police Phone No. 000 (Triple
Zero)

viental Health Helpline 1800011 511

Joelle Lynden-Way .

“ommunity Representative

Juality & Safety Commitiee

Lismore Greens to hold
information stall at
yogle Farmers’ Markets

Pagé 2

IPART
Application

'--.__:_I'.‘ Tl it

Kyogle Council will apply to the Independent
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) for
a series of special rate rises over the next five
years.

The rolling series of above-the-pegged-limit
rate increases is part of Council’s Long Term
Financial Plan which was adopted at the 8
Decerber Ordinary meeting and aims to put
Council on a path to financial sustainability.
The Long Term Financial Plaa also proposes
significant increases in expenditure on
Council’s road and bridge network and some
cuts to services. '
Council received a mixed response to the
draft Long Term Financial Plan when it was
placed on public exhibition for community
feedback.

Some people believed the proposed rate rises
were unaffordable and the cuts excessive.
Others indicated that while they would prefer
not to pay a significant rate rise, it was
preferable to a merger with a neighbouring
Council.

Kyogle Council’s application to IPART will
seek approval for a total rate rise (including
the above pegged limit increase and
stormwater management charges) of 12.42%
in 2015-2016, rate rises of 5.43% (including
the above pegged limit increase and
stormwater management charges) from 2016-
2018 and rate rises of 5.44% (including the
above pegged limit increase and stormwater
management charges from 2018-2020.

While Council had to inform IPART that it
intended applying for an above the pegged
limit rate rise by 12 December, it won't lodge
the formal application until February 2015.
IPART is not expected to make a decision on
the application until April 2015.

Kyogle PA &. H Society
(Show Society) AGM

Will be holding its Annual General Meeting
at the Showground on Monday Feb 2nd 2015
at7PM.

To be eligible to vote, members must be
financial and dues of $:10.00 per person can be
paid on the night. Nomination forms for
President, 2 Vice-Presidents and Treasurer
will be accepted up until Friday prior to the
meeling and can be obtained by phoning
Wendy on 0438 554 385.

The Risk Hall New

Years Eve dance

Will be held at the Risk Hall. Music by the
Diamond Duo. Plenty of novelties and supper
will be supplied, from &pm.

Be there for a greatnight out.

|NR TT papers can be found at: |

Northern Rivers Talking Turkey 18th December 2014

Old Fashioned Handy Hints

If you buy a gift voucher as a gift from a
local business for special occasions such
as Christmas you are helping to keep your
town on a prosperous path. Those local
businesses are the ones that constantly
support local groups that you or your
family are members of all year long.

* A slice of bread placed in a bag with hard
brown sugar for a few days will make the
sugar soft and usable again.

* When boiling eggs add some salt to the
water to stop the shells from cracking during
the boiling process.

* When cooking cabbage or onions, boil a
small amount of vinegar in a pan to remove
the odours.

* If you sprinkle lemons with water and
refrigerate them in a plastic bag, they will last
a month or more.

* They say that for making good pastry, you
should make sure your hands are cool. Wash
them in cold water before starting and chill
the pastry before attempting to roll it out.
Work quickly and handle the pastry as little as
possible. Tough pastry can mean too much
liquid and not enough fat or the ingredients
were not cold enough, or simply plain over
cooking, Crumbling pastry can be too much
fat and not enough liquid or that the fat was
not rubbed in to the flour thoroughly.

* To clean tea towels, add a dessertspoon of
vinegar to the water when washing. Tt will
bring them out much cleaner.

* To prevent glags jars from breaking when
packing away, place a thick rubber band
around the-body of the jar. This will stop them
from bumping into cach other.

* When corks are too hard te go in to a bottle,
throw them in hot water for a couple of
minutes, they will soften easily.

* Fleas can be driven away from an area by
sprinkling a few drops of lavender oil around
where theinfestation is.

* Two ways toremove grass staing:-

1. Spread butter on them and leave in the hot
sum.

2. Wet with lemon juice, sprinlde with salt and
leave in the sun. You might also try using soap
and cold water.

* Granny made her linen perfectly white by
putiing a large handful of powdered Borax in
toevery 10 gallons of wash waler.

* To remove tar from cloth, saturate the spot
and rub it well with turpentine. Every spot
will vanish.

e



ride into town

exhilarating Range route

ey =

motorbike riders keen for a rest break after a challenging route.

of the Border Ranges.

“The Lions TT event
brought in $180,000 to the
town,” he said.

“That weekend there was
a group from Cobar who
used it as a school reunion.

“We had all these people
in town so that there was an
overflow tent city and not

Historical

MEMBERS of Casino and
Digtrict Historical Society
Ine recently celebrated their
Galden Jubilee with a
gpecial lunch at St Mark's
Hall.

Special guests were
Richmond Manyweathers,
son of founding members
Richmond and Beryl
Manyweathers, and Leo
Lane, who was elected
vice-president at the
inangural meeting and has
remained a member for 50
years.

After a talk by Leo about

one bad incident the whole
time.”

Mr Wallls sees the
attraction of Kvogle and
surrounding villages partiy
as their accessibility and
affordability, being close to
Brisbane, the Darling
Downs and the Gold Coast,

“Kyogle is hecoming

the beginning of the Society,
president Hob Moran
presented Leo with Life
Membership.

The society was formed
on November 20, 1964 with
the main objective being to
secure 2 building being
vacated by the high school
which was transferring to
the new location in
Queensland Rd, to establish
a museum. They obviously
had big plans even then.

Over its 50 years the
society has collected over
10,000 objects, including a

l

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

recognised as the gem of
the Northern Rivers Region
of NSW," he said.

Kyogle Mayor Danielle
Mulholland said a number
of projects were in their
infancy for the greater good
of the local government
area. “It ig all part of our
broader econotmic strategy.”

society’s jubilee

comprehensive collection
from local properties and
early industries, which
together with early
photographs, depict the
lifestyle of the district’s
ploneers.

The first committee
included Mr Quinn as
president, Mr Lane
vice-president, Mr Ryan
secretary, Mrs
Manyweathers treasurer,
and & committee of five -
Messrs Woods, Crawford,
Martin, Robotham and Mrs
Hickson.

Council
applies
to lift
rates

KYOGLE ralepayers
may be paying mare
for their services in the
near future as Kyogle
Couneil will apply to
the Independent
Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal (TPART) for a
series of special rate
riges aver the next five
YEars.

The rolling series of
above-the-pegged-limit
rate increases is part
of the council’s Long
Term Financial Plan,
which was adopted at
the December 8
Ordinary meeting, and
aims to put the council
on a path 1o financial
sustainability.

The Long Term
Financial Plan also
proposes significant
increases in
expenditure on the
council's road and
bridge network and
some cuts to services.

Kyogle Council's
application Lo IPART
will seek approval for a
tolal rate rise
{in¢luding the above
pegged limit increase
and stormwater
management charges)
of 12.42% in 2015-2016,
rate rises of 5.43%
(including the above
pegged limit increase
and stormwater
management charges)
from 2016-2018 and rate
rises of 5.44%
(including the above
pegged limit increase
and stormwater
management charges)
from 2018-2020.

Applicaticons had to
be in by December 12
but the conneil won’t
lodge the formal
application until
February 2015.

IPART is not
expected to make a
decision until April
2018.
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CLEAN UP: Patrons treat Bangalow park like rubbish

0

HELEN HAWKES
Ielen hawices@northermsiat.com.au

RUBBISH dumped at Banga-
low Sports Fields is proving
an expensive problem for the
Iocal councll and ratepayers.

The popular park is used
by sports groups, dog own-
ers and, most recently, skate-
boarders, who have accessto
the new skate bowl.

But drink cans, dog poo
ard even sports socks are in-
creasingly strewn around
the grounds.

Byron Shire Council’s in-
frastruchure services direc-
tor. Pall Holloway sald there
were 12 bins atthe Bangalow
park, which were emptied
twice & week.

Rubbish on the ground Is
also collected before the
sport fields are mowed. At
this time of year, the grounds
are mowed weekly,

“Ugers of all sport ficlds in
the shire, sporting and re-
creational, need 1o be re-
minded to plck up their litter
and put 1t in a nearby bin,”
Mr lIolluway sajd.

ol HIL L CEAY
We are constamly
surprised at’the
rubbish left lying on
the edge of fields and
the bins are close by
and only hatf full.

“We are constanily sur-
prised at the rubbish left Iy-
ing cn the edge of Aelds and
the hirs are close by and only
half full”

The Bangalow Sports
Fields are also an op-leash
dog area.

“With the walking track
around the perimeter of the
felds, it's a great place to ex-
ercise a dog and dog owners
are reminded to take a dog
poo bag,” Mr Holloway sald,

“Thare i nothing worse
than stepplng in the ‘mnex-
pected”. The majority of dog
QOWNers carry & bag when
they go out and being pre-
pared is pert of being & res-
ponsible pet owmer.”

Dog owners are also re-
minded thal an owmer of a
roaming dog can be fined

fields
look a dump

$220, and $275 for notpicking
1up dog poo.

Mr Holloway added that
tradeamen were currently
working to bulld a sbelier
next to the gkate bowl

“The commurity worked
‘bard to fundraise and install
the shade structure at the
Bangalow Sports Fields and
should be congratulated,” e
said.

“As the recent weather
has been showing us, the
temperatures can heat up
and providing shade sbelter
is good, safe sun practice for
our children.

“The skate park is proving
5 be a popular place for our
youngpeople and it's ideally
centrally located.

“Eeeping children active,
outdoors and away from t.he
computer screens is always a
posltive cutcome,”

Skateboarders are re-
minded there are bins next to
the bow! for their use.

B IEL A

Kyogle Council seeks rate rises

KYOGLE Coundil has an-
nounced it will apply to the
Independent Prictog and
Regulatory Tribunal for a
series of special rate rises
over the next five years.

The counci! says the
rate rises were part of the
long-term financtel plan
adopted at the December
ordinary meeting. It aims
to put the councll “on 2
path 1o financial sustain-
ability™.

The financia] pian also
pregsifes “significant in-
creases” in expendibure on
roads and bridges, as well
as cuts {o some services.

The commmunity reac-
ton to the financial plan
has been mixed, with
some people bof!cvtng the
rate rises will be un-
affordable and the cuts
“excrsaive’’.

However, other rate-
payers 2aid rate hikes

were preferable to the
cowtel]l merging with
nearby counctls.

The council’s applica-
tion to the tribunat will
seek approval for a rate
tise of 12.42% in 20:5-2016,
5.43% [roin 2016-2018 and
5.44% from 2018-2020,

Counoil’s application
will be lodgediin Fedro-
ary and the trimal is
oxpeoted tn make its
declsion in April.

AGA Treated Pine, Hooded BBQ Bu[ll in v.a:anng
Easy assumbly 95 Cast [ron plate.

Stalnjess slee! so[d separarely
separaialy 532081 DUMTBE. 3140333
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Fit for the Future

Have a say in Kyogle’s Long Term Financial Plan

Supplementary Information Sheet

Kyogle Council is proposing a 22% rate rise above the pegged limit over the next five years
as part of its draft Long Term Financial Plan (Option 2). This increase is proposed to be
implemented over a five year period, with the total annual increases in Ordinary Rates
proposed at 10.34% in 2015/16 then 5.5% for the next four years. These figures include the
2.3% rate pegging amount, such that the total cumulative effect of these increases would be
22% above rate pegging after the five years. The draft plan, which also proposes significant
increases in expenditure on Council's road and bridge network and some cuts to services,
alms to put Council on the path to financial sustainability. To help the community fully

understand how the proposed 22% rate rise will affect their rates in dollar terms, the Council
has put together a rates comparison chart (see below). The chart shows how much rates
and charges will rise under normal circumstances over the next six years (under a 2.3% rate
pegging limit), and how much they will rise with the proposed above rate pegging increases
factored in, and the annual difference in dollar terms. The figures are shown rounded to the
nearest whole dollar. The Council is keen to hear what the community thinks and is

encouraging all ratepayers and residents to provide feedback on the draft plan.

Farmland Total Rates and Total Rates and
Rates Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
Category
2014/2015 51,401
Includes Ordinary 2015/2016 $1,434 51,540 $107
Rates, OSSMS 2017/2018 $1,467 $1,623 5156
Charges and Landfill | 2018/2019 $1,502 §1,710 5209
Management 201972020 $1,537 51,802 $266
Charges 2020/2021 $1,573 $1,899 $327
2021/2022 $1,609 51,944 $334
Residential Total Rates and Total Rates and
Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
Rates Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
2014/2015 $2,112
Includes Ordinary 2015/2016 52,169 $2,267 $98
Ratesl Water’ 2017/2018 $2,235 $2,352 5118
Sewerage, 2018/2019 52,312 52,450 5138
Stormwater, and 2019/2020 $2,400 $2,560 $160
Waste Charges 2020/2021 $2,491 $2,675 $183
2021/2022 52,587 52,775 5188

Kyogle Council — Fit for the Future Supplementary Information Sheet

November 10, 2014




Rura| Total Rates and Total Rates and
Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
Residential Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
2014/2015 $959
includes Ordinary 2015/2016 5982 51,053 571
Rates, OSSMS 2017/2018 $1,005 51,109 5104
Charges and Landfill | 2018/2019 $1,029 51,168 5139
Management 2019/2020 $1,053 $1,230 5177
Charges 2020/2021 $1,078 $1,296 $218
2021/2022 §1,103 51,326 $223
RESidentiaI Total Rates and Total Rates and
Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
- Kyogle Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
2014/2015 $2,598
includes Ordinary 2015/2016 $2,666 $2,804 5137
Rates, Water, 2017/2018 $2,744 $2,918 $175
Sewerage, 2018/2019 $2,833 $3,048 §215
Stormwater, and 2019/2020 $2,933 $3,190 5257
Waste Charges 2020/2021 $3,036 $3,340 $303
2021/2022 $3,144 $3,455 $311
Total Rates and Total Rates and
Business Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
201472015 $2,129
Includes Ordinary 2015/2016 $2,186 52,286 $100
Rates, Water, 201772018 $2,252 52,372 $120
Sewerage, 2018/2019 $2,330 52,471 $141
Stormwater, and 2019/2020 $2,418 52,582 5163
Waste Charges 2020/2021 $2,510 $2,698 5188
2021/2022 52,606 52,799 5192
Business _ Total Rates and Total Rates and
Year Charges Under Rate Charges Under Annual Difference
Kyogle Pegging Limits LTFP Option 2
2014/2015 $3,056
Includes Ordinary 2015/2016 53,134 $3,309 5174
Rates, Water, 2017/2018 53,222 $3,451 $228
Sewerage, 2018/2019 $3,323 $3,609 5287
Stormwater, and 2019/2020 63,433 $3,783 5349
Waste Charges 2020/2021 $3,549 $3,965 $416
2021/2022 $3,669 $4,095 5426
Term Financial Plan visit Councils
www.kyogle.nsw.gov.au T

Kyogle Council — Fit for the Future Supplementary Information Sheet

November 10, 2014
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RALE AGAINEAT (101F Steve Posselt takes his conwiction about the cause of Earth’s disasters to global piatform
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Kyogle merger with Lismore needs closer look, says Piggott

LUKE MORTIMER

-t

ANY decision by Kyogle
Counell to merge with Lis-
more City Council will not
come until ot least carly next
year.

Kyogle general manager
Arthur Piggott sald council
initially agreed tolet Lismore
know by December.

But Kyogle's public consul-
latien and Infernal discus-

slonsareongoing and Mr Pig-
gott sald rushing tha process
would be unwise.

“The councll f1as resolved
that the focus is on our Long
Term Finarkial Pian and
whether we need o go to
[PART (Independent Pricing
a Raling Tribunal) for o rate
Pegging increase,” he said.

Kyogle Councli[s hoping to
discuss the pros and cons n
detall with the Offlce of Local
Government.

“Councit won't be 1n the po-
shikon 1o make a decislon on
mergers for quite o while,” he
said.

In the meantime, (he coun-
cil is struggling with a back-
log of $48 miltlon §n works,
while it aims to meet finan-
clal sustzinability targels un-
der the Stole Government's
Fit for the Future reforms.

One option for Lhe counedl
18 to raise rates to 22% above
rale pegging by 2020, accom-

panied by State and Federal
funding, or to 45% to allow a
self-sufficlent funding model,

Amalgamation {s the third
option and one that may be
forced on Kyogle and other
conells in the neor future,
according to recent com-
ments by Premfer Mike Baird.

Kyogle mayor Danielle
Mulholiand was eritical of the
Stale Government's latest

stance.
“I'd really likethe State Go-

vemmment to pick a policy and
stlek with L she sa),

“It's basleally saylng to
plck up our stufT and gel rea-
dy to.move.”

Cr Mulholland sald pre-
vious polls showed about 70%
of Ryogle Shire’s ratepayers
oppose amelgamation.

If the 2% Inercase is ap-
plied, extra Infrastructure
funding for roads, bridges
and sewerage systems willbe
made available,

But cutbacks will [nciude
replacing Woodenbaeng land-
Ml witha Iransfer statlon, the
closure of at feast seven old
bridges and retumlng some
roads {o grovel.

31 EARN MORE: Visit

www. kyogle.nsw.gov.aa {6 view
the council’s Draft Leng Term
Financlal Plan and Communily
Strategic Flan. Submlissions
close Hovember 24,
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3 OPINION

Time to get
drug-driving
laws straight

~ DAVID KIRKPATRICK

- 0 newsBronhensan com au

IT seems there is a ground-
swell of support to change
drug-driving laws.

At least that is the im-
pression yol get from read-
ing cne of The Northern
Star’s online polis.

Although we acknow:
ledge these peils are not
seientific, 92% of respen-
dents said wes® there
should be changes {o the
drug-driving laws,

This follows criticism
{rom some seclicns of the
legal fraternity that the
cwrent test for drug driv-
ing doesn't measure the
impairment of the driver, it
merely detects the pre-
sence of a drug in the driv-
or's system.

Of course comparisons
have been made with the
drink-driving laws, which
are linked to impairment
measurables.

The counter argument to
that is that alcohol is not

£ There arg
W COncerns
hemp food could
interfere with
roadside
drug-testing
methods if made
legal to eat in
Australia.

illegal and the mere detec
tion of traces of drugs in
the system should prompt
some form of penaity.

But there should be seme
room for compromise, con-
sidering local courts have
accepied some motorists
charged with driving with
4n active presence of can-
nabis had taken the drug
more than 24 hours carlier

‘Where it gets even mur-
kier is if approval is given
for the hemp food industry.

There are concerns hemp
food could interfere with
roadside drug-testing meth-
ods if made legal to eat in
Australia.

This is despite it contain-
ing only small amounts of
the cannabis psychoactive
compound THC.

Either the law needs Lo
be amended or the police
get upgraded drug-testing
equipment.

When all else fails, a
suspected driver could
always be asked te walk in
a straight Jine.

Morthe St adiios Dovid Kidepatrick

e sotmy He WO

% LETTERS | haveyour say

Off the rails, TOOT

| HAVE faund that | urgently
needed ta lake some time
aut of my busy work
schedule to post a voice from
the majority regarding the
rail trail debate. The rail trail
project is being derailed by a
minimal noisy few and |
believe that we need to hear
{tram others lika myself who
wish for ratlonale en the
subject.

There will never ever be
trains running on the Lismore
~ Byron — Mullum line again.
The TOOT talk have to let it
ge.
The train goes from
nowhere, through nowhere to
nowhere The running costs
vs revenue would be
laughahle. | ant a taxpayer
and | run a business and |
hate o see waste,

Traing nin on coal or diesef
which are both avAul for the
environment | am surprised
that the green movement
isn't up in arms at the
pro-train movemant.

| would love to see the rail
tra:f project go ahead. We
can't ignore its benefits for
our region

It has job creation through
tourism, being for healthy
lifestyie and totally green,
not to mention it wolid be a
waorld-class attrastion.

The raii trail would be a
boost to the whole region,
not just a handful of tram
buffs.

if you are one of the
majority who cares ahout
where their taxpayer funds
are going, speak up now!
David,

Ballina.

Thank you, firies

AS THE weather becomes
warmer and with summer

FULL STEAM AHEAD: One letter writer today has urged the
silent majority to get onboard the rail trail proposal.

just around the corner, our
heroic Austalian firetighters
will become busier than
normal. What better way to
say thank you to our firies
than celebrating the end of
summer by lelting them
know we appreciate their
etforts in saving our lives and
properties, not just
throughout summer, but all
year round.

Natlonal Red Balloon Day
aims lo do just that

On Fabruary 28, we aim to
have the Austratian pubiic
show their support 1o our
courageous men and women
by flying 2 red balloon from
their matlbox, fence,
workplace etc as a simple
measure 1o say ‘Thank You
Firies'.

The concept of National

Red Balloon Day hegan in
January 2014 with our first
major thank you day
catabrated on February 28.

In just five short weeks, a
dedicated team of volunteers
came {egether to maks 5 all
happen and managed to
raise aver $20,000 which all
went directly back to fire
services right across
Australia.

For our 2015 campaign, we
aim te make the event much
bigger and better.

Together with the safe of
"Thank You Firies' Red
Ballocns and other
merchandise which is
available through our
website www.national
redballoonday.arg, we hope
to thank aur firefighting
heroes and assist in raising

TE REPUBLICANS
SPR TUEY 're REATY
o WoRk WiTHYou -~

Isucsest WeganT

dﬂaﬂﬂh\ho&ﬂé £

Either the faw neads to be amended or the polica
get upgraded drug-testing equipment.

0 () 24 T265

funds for state tire services
or services which support cur
firefighters in times of
hardship.

All profits from this
fundraising event will go
directly back to the state
where the item is purchased.

You can alsa donate
directly through our website

Fire services from each
slate and territory of
Australia have been
contacted in order to
astablish atundraising
partnership, either with their
service or a nominated
charity of their choice

The velunteer committee
of Natronal Red Bailoon Day
are also seeking carporate
sponsorship to help with the
admintstration of our charity
organisation,

A donation 10 help with
thesc expanses would see
advertising on'our website
and promotion through our
Facebook page.

Jody Hardiman,
California Gully.

Meat is a taste

A LETTER writer (NS website,
6/1) condemns the killing of
animals for entertainment ~
horse racing ~ but condonies
the killing of animals for foad
~ live export,

The truth is, humans eat
animals because they enjoy
the taste of them - not
because they need to eat
them.

Avegan diet is, in fact, far
healthier than a meat-based
diet.

Killing animals for taste
bud pleasure is just as
deserving of condemnation
as kitling animals for
entertainment
Jenny Moxham,

Monbulk.

LETTERS, HiM5 and BHOAT & SHAHP cestrihntisns can oady tm pablisbed it thoy o scoempanied by the wiger's ghen nams and wemames aed costact details ot phins
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RE: 'Ball Is in Kyogle's court'
{or Lismore amalgamation:
Imtagine the oamuge LOC
could do new with the extra
retanda from rases and then
g lamant same more nuity
gresn sghemes from the
diversicn of the road repair
tunds and leave twice as man'
rogds anc briages in disrepair
if it merges with Kyogle. At
ieast there will be a bigger
pocl of candidates to select
fram and hopefully breathe
some new life into this area.
Cletus, Lismore

Bring on the amalgamatton for
Ryogle Council with Lismore. |
have bees waiting for twa
years for Kyogle Council to
enforce thair 2008 Cattie Giid
nalicy, Gn tha teusdat iad to
|he Bosdas Banges Mational
Park, outsics my home, After
all this time 1 figen come to the
conclusion that they refuse to
enforce their policy because
they fear losing the support of
the farming sector and will
then jeopardisa their positions
at the next election. Even if it
costs us, the ratepayers,
thousands of dofiars as in this
case. [ truly believe this
council as it stands today is
WEAK, not only financially but
atse socially and morally,
Kyogle is nat an Inclusive
council and in my ¢ase as in
many othars | know, they are
attiveiy keeping the
community of Kvogle divided. 1
truly beiieve that this council
is out of their depth and the
people of Kyogle do deserve
honest, decent and intelligent
representation.

paulamaris, Gradys Creek
Kyogle and Mulholland, Her
Majesty Dowell, O.B.E., of
Lismore has spoken. How dare
you disregard her demands
Please decide within the
month whether you want part,
all or nene of your shire
annexed by Dowell and
Lismore. Chop chap!
A_league, Lismore

WSMS -

SHOP owner Michael
Rossington complaining about
loss of income during anti CSG
demo .. one day for a heaithy
future?

Obviously not & parent.
Eyewatch, Byron Bay

Michael Ressington is correct
about the disruption caused to
retailers in the CBD when they
have these marchas during
business hours. Could they not
be heid after businesses close
on a Saturday?

Business 15 hard enough 10
generate during these difficult
economical times without
groups marching through the
town in prime business hours
and with many of those
involved providing little
financial support to many of
the businesses in the CBD,
Susan, Lismore

o Note; Paasa lm

o 20441
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Make rates fair

KYOGLE ratepayers, a
fourth option to the Fit for
the Future Finandal plan
could be a levy where all
ratepayers contribule an
extra sgy $200 per year in
crder to achieve a
satisfactory level of
services.

There would need to be
debate with ratepayers as to
‘what this satisfactory level
wortld b,

For examaple, do we need
to keep sealing roads while
ak the same time unsealing
othirs? Do we need to
upgrade Kyogle Memoria]
Hall?

1 pay council for the
privilege of managing ruy
own wastewater. | am not
sujc why I am paying {or
three village systems to be
instalied.

The current way of rating
farms - op a per bectare
basis - means every rate
rise to the drought and
price-stressed farmer {8
double what most
ratepayers pay. Thesc larger
farns are often on gravel
roads which ¢ost the council
very minimat pmounts to
maintain (eg 0o need to
mow road edges, and
graging every two years).
These farms are already out
of pocket for time and
energy expended on

envirgnmental problems.
Surely an equal levy per
ratepayec would be a more
erquitable solution.
Patricta Holt and
Jeff Friend
Hyogle

Protect drill hall

MORE than 100 pecple
attended the meeting in
relation to the Drill Hall at
Casino. As well'as a broad
cross-section of the
community and the REL,
thar were several invited
special guests: Kevin Hogan
MP, Mayor Ernie Bennptt,
and general manager of the
Riclunond Valley Councl,
John Walker attended the
meeting.

There were five
presentations given,
representing the
perspective of the coumceil,
the Federal Government, a
long-term resident and a
recent artival to the
community of Casino, as
well a5 Uhe history and
gignificance of the Hall to
the RSL.

The unanimons support
for the hall from the RSL
sub-branches of Casiro,
Linmore and Kyogle was a
telling point to thoge
relatively new to the area.

'The public had the
oppartunity to ask
questions and make
copuments hefore a

resalution was discussed,
fine-tuned and then put o
the meeting. It was passed
unanimously. The
resolution was:

That the sale of the Drill
Hall and all of the land on
which it is situated, known
as 73 - 81 Lennox St, Casino,
be deferred for a period of 12
months to allote the
community to provide a
plen for the site and a
financicl assessment o
determine all aspects fo
keep the Drill Hall in the
hands of the Northern
Rivers Communities, for the
express purpose of
developing the Northern
Rivers Military Museim,

Mr Hogan has taken Lhe
reselution and a full list of
those attending the
meeting, and will present
that to the Minister this
week. People wishing to
support the Drill Hali can
collect a proforma for
signature from ihe RSM
Casino, or from Tony
Hennessy on (418581130

Tony Hennessy

Casino
e

AT A time when all
Australians are being
encouraged to fecus on the
massive contrihution made
at all levels by our countiry

Wednesday, Noy

Email rrexp@northernstar.cor

during the Great War to
secure peace. it 15 almost
unbelievable that the
Defence Department
intends to sell off the Casino
Drill Hall to developers.

The Casino Drill Hall is a
significant part of our
district’s listory, It has been
with us for aver a cenitury.
as a recruitment cenlire,
training facility and base for
MANOCEUVTES,

Or its original Barker St
site, it wis a rallying point
for the local war nffort. Over
500 persenne] enlisted from
our district. During World
War If, Casino, & a ratl
junction, had an wmportant
role a5 2 staging acd
camping area for hundreds
of troops on thelr way to the
Front. The Drill Hall was a
very busy place. Not anly 15
the sudden firs sale
announcement poor timing
but it shows littie regard for
community feelings,

The Defence Department
[ailed in its responsibility to
consult with our
community. Casino people
need time to consider the
matter and a chance to meet
face to face with Defence. At
the very lcast we're asking
the Depariment for a fair go
on this. The proposed sale
should be put on hold to
give us the time we need.

Isn't it ironic. Across
Austrafia, communities arc

putting up monuments, but
bere there's a federal
dapartment wanting to get
rid of ona.
Charlie Cox
Casino

Cotton squares
‘WE ARE organising
drop-off points around the
Northern Rivers for the
pubiic to donate cotton
squares, Bat carers use
100% cotton squares to wrap
the kaby bals. Parfect size is
a standard bandanna 50 x
Slem, already heramed. We
ned hundreds, because
they are constantly being
iaundered and recycled!
Cill Murtel 6432 054 817 to
find out your loeal drop-off
point, as it is different in
different areas. Thank you.
WIRES Northern Rivers
Muricl Kinson
Publicity Officer

Be positive

BE positive at all times. It is
the only way to go ina
world that they say isn’t
meant to he easy.

I worked with the Links
program ai one siage of my
life and I received a
certificate of achievement
award for completing the
program and would like to
thank the people of hat
prograim and people In the
community for their help.

They've all secn me at the

bottom of the L
now [ am atmd
Thanks to af
and ministers|
churches in Cz
I have learn]
commumnicati
socialising tho
do with my ¢
treatment.

1 would like
the people 1 w
while coming
the crew at La
and the Unitir
groups I've wi
when [ was co
it. Lots of love
compassion ¢

1

Christ-n
pressies
"SANTAMAS
OHCE again, v
starting to fl¢
Christmas is
the backgron
Cne has to
naw Lo work
Christmas re
For those 1
forgotien, it i
Jesus, the or
how the dolli
aside.
1hopeit &
day, hopeful]
Tuture. Lard

IT was a long hot road for
brothers Tom and Matt
Lewts, who walked to
Grafton from Casino last
week to raise awareness of
strake.

The brothers, supported
by their sister All Lindsay
of Casinc, made the journey
in memory of their father
Brendan, who passed away
from the combined ravages
of stroke and Type 1
Diabetes last May.

Matt, who now ltves at

Miami on the Gold Const,

also suffers with Type 1
Diabetes and carried this
burden, as well as a strong
dose of fln, down the road
to Grafton.

But the pair - Tom comes
from Grafton - were
undaunted by the road
ahead of them.

“Dad always did things
against the odds,” said Ali.
“His sheer determination
was amazing, After his frst
stroke in 2010 he managed
to stay alive for another
three and a haif years. He

Brothers walk
for stroke funds

never complained.”

For anyone keen on
donating to the cause, there
are fundraising canisters at
Shear Dlusions Hair Design
and Vogue Frock shop in
the Casino Plaza as well as
at Blue Hibhon Meats in
Ligmore.

LONG HOT ROAD: Fundraising
for stroke research are
brothers Tom and Matt Lewis,
with thelr sister All Lindsay,
from Casino.

PHOTQ: JAMIE BROWN
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1 OPINION

Time to get
drug-driving
laws straight

DAVID KIRKPATRICK
DI RINOTHAMI Coon 811

IT seems there f5 a ground-
swell of suppori fo change
drug-driving laws.

At Jeast that Is the im-
pression you get from read-
ing one of The Horthern
Star's online palls,

Although we acknow-
ledge these polls are not
selentific, 92% of respon-
dents sald *yes’ there
should be changes to the
drug-driving laws,

This follews eriticism
from some sectlons of the
legal frotemnity that the
current test for drug driv-
ing doesn't measure (he
inpalrment of the driver, it
merely detecls the pre-
sence of n dnig Ln the driv-
or's system,

Of course comparisons
have been made with the
drink-driving laws, which
are linked to impairment
measurables,

‘The counter argument to
that is that aleohol Is not

There are

' concerns
hemp food could
interfere with
roadside
drug-testing
methods if made
legal to eat in
Australia.

{llegal and the mere detec-
tion of traces of drugs {n
the system should prompt
some form of penalty.

Bul there should be some
reom for compromise, con-
sidering local courts have
accepled some motorists
charged with deiving with
an active presence of can-
nabis bad taken the drug
motethan 29 hours carller,

here It gets even mar-
Ker Is it approval is given
for the hemp food Industry.

There are concerns hemp
tood could interfere with
roadside drug-testing meth-
ods if made legal to eat in
Australie.

This s desplte It contain-
ing only smal! ameints of
the cannabis psychoaclive
compound THC,

Either the Jaw needs to
be amended or the police
gel upgraded drug-lesling
equipment.

When all else falls, a
suspected driver could
always be asked to walk In
a straight line.

Off the rails, TGOT

| HAVE found that | uigently
needad to take some lime
out of my busy work
schedule (o past a voice from
the majerity regarding the
rall trall debate. The rail trao
peoject is being derniled by a
minimal notsy few and |
belleve that we need to hear
tiem others like myself who
wish for rationate on the
subject.

These will naver ever ba
traing cunnitg on the Lizmora
— Byren = Mullum line agaln
The TOOT falk have to lat it
go.

The traln goes from
nowhere, through nowhese to
nowhere, The running costs
¥$ fevenua would be
{aughable. | am a taxpayer
and | runh s business and |
hate to see waste.

Tralns run on coal or diesel
which sra both awful for the
enviranmenL { am surprlsed
that the green movement
isn'tup in arms st the
pro-teain movement.

1wauld love to ses the rail
trall project go ahead. We
can't ignore its benefits for
o regisn.

it has job craation thrpugh
tourism, beiag for healthy
Tifestyle snd wotally green,
net to mention it would be a
world-class awraction.

The rail trail would bie »
baost ta the whole region,
nat just 8 handtul of traln
bufls,

If you are one of the
majority who cares about
where thelr taxpayes funds
are gaing, speak up now!
David,

Ballina,

Thank you, firies

AS THE weather becomes
warmer and with summer

N LETTERS | have your say

FULL STEAM AHEA!

Just s1ound the comer, ur
herole Australian fitefighters
will become husler than
normal, What better way 1o
say thank you to aut fities
than celebrating the end of
summer by [eiting them
know we appieciate thelr
efforts in Saving ourlives and
properties, no! just
thraughaut summer, but all
year round,

Hational Red Balloon Day
aims to do Just that.

On February 28, we alm to
have the Austealian public
show thair support to our
coutagesus men and women
by flying & red balloon frem
their mailbox, fence,
workplace el¢ as 8 simpla
measure to say ‘Thank You
Fitles',

The concapt of National

ne lstter writer today has urged the
sllent mejority to get anbaard the rall trall praposal,

Eitlset tles law needs 1o Le sotendued or We pobce
grt ugigranod drua-behing equipmient

e Rﬂamauaus

. SREYRE RED!
L Mo Wk Wii(ou -

H

Isusseat veghot

funds for state fire sevices
©r servites which support our
firelighters In times of
hardskip,

All profity from this
fundraising event will go
directly back to tha stite
where the item I5 purchased.

You gan also donate
diretly through aur wehsite,

Fire sErvices ftom ¢ach
state and texitory of
Auttralia have been
cantacted In arder te
establish & fundrsising
partnesship, either with eir
service or a nominated
charrity of thelr cholce.

The volunteer committea
of National Red Balloon Day
are also seeking corperate
sponsorship to help with the
scministration ol pur charily
organisation,

A donation 1o kelp with -
these expenies would see
advestising on’our website
artd promotion Lhraugh qur

Facebook page.
Jody Hardiman,

Red Balloon Day began in talifornia Qully,
Jenuary 2014 with our first
major thank you day Meat is a taste
celebrated an Febrosry 28. A LETTER waiter (NS wabsite,

In Just five shortweeks, 8 6/11) condemns the killing of
dedicated veam of ] imals for entertai L=
cametogethertomakeitall  horse racing ~ but condones
happen and managed to the Xilling of animals for food
raise over 520,000 which alf -~ live exporL
went dicectly back to fire The truth is, humans eat
services right across anirmals because they enjoy
Austratia, the taste of them = not

For our 2075 campaign, wi  becauss they need to eat
simto make the event much  them,
bigger and better, A vegan dlet is, i fact, far

Together with the sala of healthier Lhan & ment-based
‘Thank You Firles’ Red diet.
Balloons and ather Kiling animats for taste
merchandise which is bud pleasure s just as
available through our deserving of condemnation

website www.national
tedbatloonday,org, we hope
1o thank cur firefighting
hetoes and assist In raising

a3 Kiling anlmals for
entertainment
Janny Moxham,
Monbulk.

LETTERS, SMS and SHORT & SHARP centributions éas oaly be published if they are aceompanicd by the writre's guan name and surname and cantace detals {subwb, phoas
numbery. They are aceepted for publicaton en the basis that thyy are o moie than 250 wirds, may be shorlenid, edited, clictromcally repepduccd, stoned, Liaasmitted and

communicated by this publcation and its liceasees. Responsbilly for clogtion commrnd in gh s ig3ug 18 Kken by D Kukpatrch, Media Lentie, Bruancr Hwy, Goonellabah.

Fritey, Nmyamber 7, 2014
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RE: “Ball Is In Kyogla's court!
for Lismors amalgamation:
Imagine the damage LCC
cauld do now wath the axtra
revenua from rates and then
Implement some mare nutty
green schemes from the
diversion of the road repair
funds and leava twice as many
toads and bridges In disrapair
if 1t marges with Kyogle. At
feast theze will be a bigger
poe! ¢f candidates ta select
Irom and hopefully breathe
soma new life into this area,
Cletus, Lismore

Bring on the amalgamation for
Kyegle Coungil with Lismore, |
have baen wiiting lor two
years for Kyogle Council to
enforee their 2008 Certle Grid
policy, on the tourist read to
the Border Rangas Natlonal
Patk, oulside oy homa. After
all this tme | have come to tha
eonctusion that they refuse 1o
enforce their policy hecauss
they fear losing the support of
the farming sector end will
then Jeopardise their pesitions
atthe next electlon. Even if it
cosls 1y, the ratepayers,
thousands of dollars as In this
casa. | tialy balieve this
vauncil as it stands today is
WEAK, not only financalty but
also soctally and moratly,
Kyogle is not aninclusive
coungil and in my case asin
many others [ know, they aro
actively keeping the
community of Kyegle divided. |
truly helleve that this council
is aut of their depth and the
pecple of Kyogla do deserve
honesy, decent and intetligent
fepresentation.

paulamorly, Gradys Creak
Kyogle and Mulholland, Her
Majesty Dowell, 0.8.E,, of
Lismore has spoken. How dare
you distegard hed demands.
Plaase declde within the
month whether you want part,
#li or ngne of your shie
annexed by Dowell and
Lismare, Chop chapl
A_League, Llsmore

ASMS

SHOP owner Michaet
Rasasington complainiag sbout
loss of Incomo during anti CS6
demo ... one 93y for & healthy
future?

Ohviously not & parenl.
Eyswatch, Byron Say

Michasl Rossington is correct
abowt the dissuption eaused to
renailers in the GBD whan they
have these matches during
business hours. Could Lthey noet
be held afte: businesses close
con a Saturday?

Business is hard encughto
generate duting these diffcult
econamlcal timas without
groups marching through the
town in prime business hours
ong with many of these
involved providing little
finangia! support 1o many of
the businesses in the CBD.
Susan, Lismora

3 Nota: Flease limit messages
ta 30-40 words, Phone 6624
3266 or SM5 0428 264 548.
Tou must include your name
and locatian.
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MAYORAL ULTIMATUM: Dowell allows a month for decision, but Mutholland wants extension into next year

Kyogle ponders a merger

CHRIS CAIEIND
APN Newael etk

KYOGLE Shire Council has
been given a one-month ulti-

matum to decide whether it.

wants to amalgamate with
Lismore City Council

Lismore Mayor Jenny Do-
well has called for Kyogle to
make a decision by next
month so Lismore can get its
own Fit for the Futire prope-
sals in erder.

Every council in NSW must
assess its finaneial position
and submit either an “im-
provement praposal”  or
“merger proposal” to the

agee and abtlitie
ing léarners ‘am

State Government, to be re-
viewed next October,

“Wa can't leave that until
next year. There's too much
work Involved,” Cr Dowell
said. “The ball is very much
in Kyogle’s court.”

However, Kyogle Mayor
Danielle Mutholland safd any
hope of & merger decision
coming within s menth was
misplaced.

“We're focusing on our re-
port to IPART (the Indepen-
dent Pricing and Rating Tl-
hunal) before we. got into
mergers,” she said,

“We will be looking at
mergérstextyear, Ieading up

Tup great proporton of
the money raised will go to
wounded warrfors, the
younger men who have
bean to Irilf] ahd Afghanis-

* tan énd losl: limbe-and that
sm:t of thi e sl
. E':tha mpfority

to our submisslen.”

Cr Dowell sald there were
many variablee to cousider,
Including whether the whole
Kyogle Shire or just part of it
would be jneluded in & possi-
ble merger.

“"Wa will consider any pro-
posal, but there are too many
possibilities for Lismore City
Council to make a decislon
yet,” she said.

“Wa can see there’s a falrly
high possibility if councils
dowt voluntarlly look to-
words amalgamating, that
they will be forced into amal-
gamatipn?

Counctls across the state

“Last year we had 50 rid-
ers and I'm expecting more
this year,” hesald,

“This year’s ride isinore
slgnificant beeause it's.the
100th annivérsary of the
sf.ax't of Wotld War One”

¥ioecy sald it will be side
-stnnds up at Yd5am when

of lhe‘:-"c inembiiviare -
Vietnam vétérans, with

face being whipped into sub-
mission if they refuse to how
to the New South Wales Go-
vernment's $1-billion incen-
tive to amalgamate,

Treasurer Andrew Con-
staniee told aftendees of a re-
cent business breakfast in
Sydney the Government may
have to “pull out the stick™ on
forced amalgamations.

Premier Mike Baird would
not rule out forced mergers
when questioned in Parlia-
merniten 'l‘uesdny

r!ders leave Lismore’

this year's ride to take

in some of the most scenie

destinations along the
Northern Rivers coast.

“We are going to ride to

Evans Head to the war me-

morjdl-and have a service

.and-from-there we are go-

ing to head down to Muka
for.a ouple of hours and

M AMALGAMATION. | Mayors not keen

BALLINA Mayor David “There's-just nothing
Wright sald his cgimell whmomr to galn.”
was against any amalge- It wag & dtllar tale from
mation and that Wh[spera Twaed shire Counci Mayor
ofd pmibra marger w:th Gary! Bagna]l

. ki)

Byrn Shire Oougcil Wl
nothiiig but-a‘umou'r

uylng i |s mﬂce
as gqod fof haf the.price”.
'T!'lat' l_l_ot ha\il'ng\a 96

“’I‘hen we are gu :13
take 4 scenie roii

[

Wanting to gain your Trai'iner Qualification?
Take advantage of our special and SAVE $200

Our TAE Now only $1400

TAE40110 Certificate IV in Training and Assessment
S Suitahble for thoge:

R * Wishing to start a new carecer ¥ Trainers requiring the qualification
+ Workplace supervisors/coaches * Indusiry exports

bummen@os 24 November 2014 at Novaskill Ballina
- : Training is held Mondays & Tuesdays 6pm - 9pm
Secure your plaeo TODAY! | Limitad Numbars

Do <Thursday, Noveiber 6, 207
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3 OPINION

Time to say
no to violent
behaviour

T DAVID KIRKPATRYCK
1¥ news@northamstarcom.ay

1T I8 hard to forgkt sceries
from the video of the ugly
Hrawl that spilled out of the
Beach Hoted in Byron Bay
and on to Jonson Street a
couple of weeks ago.

The video, posted en -
Facebook and shared on
our website, went viral.

1t showed bouncers sub-
duing & man and kneeling
on his head and yeiling
abuse at a woman who was
showing concern for the
bloke's welfare.

As it turned eat, the guy
the houncers were attempt-
ing to subdue had earlier
been up an stage exposing
himself to hotel patrons
and head butted a member
of security staff as he was
being escorted out,

Unfertunately, in Byron
Bay that kind of scene Is
played oat on almost a
nightly bas(s.

The

Northern
Star and its
sister APN
publications
today launch an

- anti-violence

campaign

Yet we have seen the
unferfunate consequences
of thls type of incident over
and over zgaln, sometlmes
with tragic consequences,

With that in mind, and
with schoolies about to
arrive in droves and the
samumer ailly seasen ahead
of us, it is timely that The
Northern Star and its sister
APN publications today
launch an anti-violence
campalgn.

The Eands Off: Say NoTo

Viclence campaign akms to
explain fo the comumunity
the root causes of this sort

. of violence and arm them

with the capacity to make
% {angible difference.

We want people {o sign
up online and take the
following pledge: Not to
participate In, or condone
or be silent about any form
of violence, To report any
incidents of such violence
to the relevant establish.
ment and authorities, Te
display a sticker/poster/
online screensaver showing
your commitment in a
visnal way,

Please support our cam-
palgn in any way you can.

numberk They are ax

LETFERS, SMS und SHORT & SHARP canteibuticn; «
cepted 10 publicalion an the b

) TOPIC OF CANCER | i Dighy Hitdedh

Chance to meet ourselves

IT WAS a great pleasure
this week to talk with two
Ten who are refusing to
take their cancer diagnos-
es lylng down.

Instead, David Young
and Ken Connell are put-
ting time and energy Into
setiing up a support group
for men and wowmen with
the disease. It sounds
altruistic but they admit to
having some selfish mo-
tives as wel,

“We will be facilitating,
but we will be there as
people with cancer:it's a
place for us to find support
too,” said David, 2 local
photographer.

The group, starting in
Byron Bay next week, will
be “closed™ - for those
with the diséase only - its
primary purpese to pro- ,

vide “a safe place for pe-

opie with eancer to share
thelr true feelings and to
connect with others with
the disease”.

Its emphasis will be o2
providing emotional sup-
port rather than as a ca-
stral info swapping and
chatty type group, sald
David, who was diagnosed
with a type of non-Hodg-
Idn's lymphoma about two
years ago.

He is following a West-
arn medicine path and Is
currently “doing very
woll” on a low-dose che-
motherapy regime.

Ken was diagnosed with
prostate cancer earlier
this year and says heis
now “learning to navigate
the next chapter unfolding
in my life”,

3 LETTERS | have your say

Life's essentials

THE NSW Minerats Council
has renewed Its push for the
rapld approval of mining and
gas projécts in NSW, despite
ovarwhelming community
concern about the impact of
these activities on clean
water, farmiand and the
health of Jocaf communities.

Tha recently released NSW
Chief Scientist Report
identified that coal seam gas
presentad majer risks to the
environment and human
health, and needed careful
regulation.

Coal and ceal seam gas
mining are threatening the
essentials of life = our clean
water, prime agricultural land
and the health of our
communities.

It's now time for the NSW

Gavarnment to stop giving
coal and coal seam gas
projects special treatment,
stand up to industry efforts
to fast-track it, and place
safequards in place for the
Tisk posed to water, air and

“hurman bealth,

Itis Increasingly clear that
maost of the benefits from
these profects go to overseas
investors while communities
inregional and rural NSW
are left to clean up the mess
left behind.

It's ot logical ta hestily
approve coal and gas
praojects when mounting
evidence is that the vafue of
these projects is failing.

The reality Is that a strong
economy relies on a haalthy
environment and healthy
communitles to supportit,

The minlng boom is

@ apinians@aorthernstar.cam.ay @ {02) 5620 G500

He is trying to decide
whether to have surgery
or ntot, but in the mean-
time is taking & positive
view of his situation.

*“A erlsis such as cancer
glves us the opportunity to
meet purselves,” he safd.

““Life has brought me
this potential to evolve; It's
bringing me to new edges
of growth,”

His journey, he says, Is
teaching him that “one of
the gifts of life Is in bring-
ing all of our lives to each
other in a caring suppor-
tive way".

Both men have deep
hackgrounds In personal
development, psycho-
therapy and group work.

Dayid has spent 18
months with Petrea King's
Quest for Life Foundation

In Byron Ray that kind of scene is played out on
almost a nightly basis

9 (02} 6624 7265

and says he sees the new
group as being based upon
that model,

The two men - twinkle-
eyed, light on their fest -
may be taking different
approaches to the disease
but they shore similar
therapeutic - and spiritital
~ goals.

Inspiration, minition
and love will provide the
basis for the group - and
ideally will be enhanced
by it, says Ken.

David puts it this way:
“Growth, love; that's what
1t's all about.”

If you are interested In
learning more, call Ken on
(411 238 755 or David on
0428187 025 or email ken-
gabe@linknet.com.au

ar david@davi-
dyoung.com.an

‘::'{i' "-”I’, .

receding but shorg-sighted,
rapid approvals for ¢oal and
gas prejects would mean,
we'll be left deating with the
dainage 10 our environment
and communities for decades
to come,

Caorgs Woods,

Lock The Gate.

Keep your word

THERE are fow certainties in
life other than death and
taxes.

Death might be coming
early for the Australlan
renewable energy industry if
the Fedgral Government goes
ahead and breaks an elaction
promise It made to keap the
turrent Renawable Energy
Target,

Investors have spent over
$10 billion cn big renewable

cnly B pobitshed i They e aecempaamed Dy e weiter's given oame and surpanve ond contact ditals fsubais, i
[ R TSN TR TR RTINS :h an 2643w |Ifl|.‘ m.u-, b <hortened, adm‘d n‘lnltunnuﬂwr‘plodu:rd storrd el )

energy projects such as wind
and solar farms under this
poticy, and now they face
being ripped off if the
Gevernment changes the
rules halfway threugh the
scheme and pushes threugh
# out to the target of aimost
two-thirds.

This weuld mean a
massive cut in the number of
wind and solar farms in the
future and the foss of
thousands of jobs In rural
and ragional Australia.

Any cut to this policy will
drive up power prices.

Companies don't expect
calm seas and plain sailing,
but they do expect 8

Government to keep its word.

Kane Thorntah,
Acting Chief Executive,
Clean Energy Council,
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RE: Ball Is in Kyogle's court
for Elsmors amalgamation;
Kyopgle and Mulholland, Her
Majesty Doweli OBE of
Lismare has spoken. How dare
you disregard her demands.
Please decide within the
month whether you want part,
all or nane of your shire
annexed by Doweli and
Lismore. Ghop chop!
League, Lismore

Be afraid, very afraid @AL —
Devious Dowell storm-troopers
at this very momient are being
kltted-out for their fortheaming
commanda-raid on Kyogle!
RigBunny, Lismore

RE: Acute heart faiture canse
of death of Admire Rakti in
Cup:

Time for a reality check,
peaple! Yesterday there were
araund 75 different race
meetings all over the country,
with thausands of harses
competing. One horse died of
avery rarg and aimost
undetectable heart defect,
another broke ita leg (wel),
after the race) afler it got
spaoked by a child waving a
flag tn its face. You want o
ban ail horse rating becauss
0.2% of the horses that ran on
cup day dled?

Alwaysright, Maroochydore
If afl the animat activists on
this thread are so suee of thelr
argurnents {and | do not say |
agrea or disagree) why call for
racing-te be banned? Surely
the power of logleal,
unernatienal argument would
be encugh to sway peopls to
the extant few would continue
te support the industry,
Convince enough people to
your way of thinking and few
would go to wateh, bet on or
participate in any form of
racing. As it is, they want 10
ban the entire sport becauss
of what | can see to be only
two reasons: 1) the 100+
deaths in the spert over a year
and, 2) that horses “de not
shoose” to run. All other
comments dre emotional
outpourings. Neither “reason”
is etrong enough for banning
the practice on its own. So
please, activists, get your act
together, putin place a fogical,
rrefurable, persuasive
argument you can then take to
the peaple of the world to
encaurage them to stop
supporting the industry.
laybakg8, Casino

N facebook

facabook com/thenarthemstar

. Should the
#17  areand
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Fit for the
Future \

Have a say in Kyogle's
Iung term financial plan

A
'.
f

Kyogle

Advanced search
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What are the possible ways forward? |\
What factors led to this situation?

What's the good news?

What work has taken place so far?

How much will rates go up?

Isn't there a third option of amalgamation?

’ Stable Future ‘ 1 I'm Feeling Lucky

Find out how Kyogle Council is rising to its financial
challenges over the next 20 years,

kyogle.nsw.gov.au |



Kyogle Council is facing some tough
decisions as it aims to achieve financial
sustainability and a prosperous future.

What factors led to this situation?

The cost of delivering services to the community is
increasing faster than its ability to collect rates. The NSW
Government has pegged Council’s rate increases for over
30 years (currenily to 2.3% per year), and has also shifted
costs to Council for which they were previously responsible.

The funding to maintain Council’s $460 million worth
of public assets has reduced in real terms. This means
non-safety related maintenance is being deferred, with
assets deteriorating and reduced levels of service.

There is a backlog of $48 million worth of works that
need to be carried out, and this is growing by $4 million
each year, so deing nothing is not an option, at least not if
we want to stay independent and show the NSW
Government that we are indeed fit for the future.

What's the good news?

As identified in its Community Strategic Flan, Council is
looking to:

- Improve rural local roads and replace most timber
bridges across the local government area over
the next 30 years.

+ Implement a priority read-sealing program and double
regional roads funding.

+ Implement new sewerage schemes for Tabulam,
Mallanganee and Wiangaree.

+ Improve Urban stormwater and flood management,
inciuding flood studies at Bonalbo and Tabulam.

« Improve energy efficiency at community facilities.
+  Upgrade Kyogle Memorial Institute Hall.

For more detail see Attachment A of the draft Long Term
Financial Plan (LTFP).

Kyogle Council is preparing for a fong haul to financial
recovery, and is calling on your help to decide which optien
or mix of options to take. ’

What work has taken place so far?

In 2013 Council asked the community to identify its priorities
regarding infrastructure and service provision, The
consultation expanded in 2014 through Bridging the Gaps,
part of a review of Council's Community Strategic Plan and
Long Term Financial Plan.

Kyogle Council commissioned an independent review of the
current LTFP in April 2014. The review found that Councif's
financial outlook is unsustainable in its present form.

Council then revised its Financial Management Palicy,
reduced its minimum cash reserve levels and established
a set of financial sustainability indicators and targets. In
September 2014 the NSW Government released its reform
package called “Fit for the Future: a modern system of
local government™. It set financial sustainability targets
that were similar to Council's, and in some cases higher.

2013

Local Government Independent Review Panel
Reports and NSW Treasury Corporation Assessment

'

April 2014

Independent review of current kyogle LTFP

'

June 2014

Revised Financial Management Policy and
Community Engagement Strategy

'

September 2014

MNSW Government releases Fit for the Future
reform package

A 4

October - November 2014
WE ARE HERE

Kyogle Council draft LTFP 2015-2034 released
for community consultation

) 4

December 2014

Council considers comments,
approves final LTFP

V

December 2014

Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal notified

'

by mid 2015

Council demonstrates to NSW Government it is
Fit for the Future



What are the possible ways forward?

In reviewing its Long Term Financial Plan, Council considered a number of possibilities, including;

The draft Long Term Financial Plan examined six basic scenarios, They ranged from keeping the status gue, to
drastically cutting services, to dramatically increasing rates. The proposals now up for discussion balance levels of
service with the need to generate significantly increased revenue, whether it is mainly from ratepayers or supplemented
by increased State and Australian Government sources.

Infarmation on all six scenarios is included in the draft Long Term Financial Plan, which you'll find on Council's website
kyogle.nsw.gov.au and in hard copies kept at Council's administration centre and libraries. Scenario &6 (Balanced
Service Levels) presented a case where Council could meet all the criteria set down by the NSW Government in its Fit
for the Future reform package. This scenario required an increase in rates of 46% above the rate pegging limits. The
scenaric adopted by Council for the draft Leng Term Financial Plan is based on Scenario 6, but replaces some of the own
source revenue with increased external funding, reducing the rate increases required to 22% above the pegging limit.

The adopted scenario will require Kyogle Council to get approval to pr with the proposed above pegging rate
increases from the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). This scenario does not completely satisfy the
NSW Government's criteria to show that Council is financially fit for the future, but will allow Council to argue a case to
remain independent based on increased funding from other levels of government.

Key features of the draft LTFP

The following features are common to both Option One and Option Two:

+ Additional borrowings of $10M in 2016 repaid over 10 + Reviewing the road neiwork with some reads becoming
years under the NSW Government's propcsed sealed and others reverting to gravel.
subsidised cheaper finance pregram. + Rationalisation of the waste transfer stations servicing
« Clearing the infrastructure backlog by 2034. the Bonalbo, Tabulam and Mallanganee areas, with a
+ A significant capital renewal program and increased single facility to service all areas.
service levels in key areas identified by the community. + Closure of the Woodenbong landfill and conversion of
» Eliminating all timber bridges over 30 years. the site to a waste transfer station,
+ Not replacing some lower-order bridges. « Disposal of Cedar Point Hall, Grove House and

Horseshoe Creek Hall.

Option One: 46% self-funded solution Option Two: 22% mixed funding solution
«  Afully self-sufficient model not reliant on additional State A model requiring some rate increases plus additional
or Federal funding. State or Federal funding.
« Meets all financial sustainability targets in seven years, +« Meets all financial sustainability targets in seven years,
except for the operating balance ratio (achieved in 2034), except for the operating balance ratio (trending towards
+ Rates are projected to increase at 9% above the rate target).
peg for the first three years, 8% in the next year, then « HRates are projected to increase at 10.34% above the
increases of 7% for the next three years, reducing to the rate peg for the first year, then increases of 5.5% for the
2.3% rate pegging limit in 2023. next four years, reducing to the 2.3% rate-pegging limit
+ 46 % increase in general rates above rate pegging in 2021.
levels by 2022, or an extra $10.23 per week. « 22 % increase in general rates above rate pegging
» 7% increase in fees and charges for water, sewerage, levels in 2020, or an extra $4.69 per week, and pegged
and waste above CPl indexation by 2022, or an extra after that.
$2.63 per week. + 7% increase in fees and charges for water, sewerage,

and waste above CPI| indexation by 2022, or an extra
$2.63 per week.

Further information

« Details of the proposed expenditure levels in the adopted Scenario, and comparison between Scenarios, can be found
in Attachment A of the draft LTFP.

A summary of the Scenarios assessed can be found in the Intreduction section of the draft LTFP,
Details of the assumptions made in the development of Scenarios can be found in the draft LTFP under Planning
Assumptions and Attachment C.




How much will rates go up by?

The average rate currently paid is $1,002 per assessment.
* Under the draft LTFP this would rise to §1,103 in 2018, or an
increase of $1.54 per week.

With the proposed above rate pegging increases in the draft
LTFP, the average rate would increase to $1,352 by the year
2020, This represents a rise of $244 above rate pegging, or

an extra $4.69 per week,

Isn’t there a third option of amalgamation?

Yes. As part of the NSW Government'’s $1billion Fit for the
Future local government reforms, they are offering financial
incentives for councils to amaigamate of $5million for each
merge. Considering Council’'s annual shortfall of $4million
and infrastructure backlog of $48million, this amount is not
sufficient to solve Council’s financial sustainability issues.

Kyogle Local Government Area is faced with considerable
challenges. One third of the land area is not rateable as it

is State Forest or National Park, and the number of timber
bridges is high. We are also below the critical population size
of 10,000 that the NSW Government sees as the minimum
for independent Councils.

Kyogle Council understands from surveys in 2009 and 2012
that our local community wants to remain an independent
council rather than merge with Lismore City Council or
Richmond Valley Council for the following reasons:

- Potential loss of services.

+ Reduced sense of being involved in the decision-
making process.

+ Increased isolation and detachment.
+ Loss of the ward system under a merger.
+ No guarantee that rates won't rise.

A more detailed comparison between the existing and
projected rates and charges for neighbouring Councils is
available on the Kyogle Council web site. These Councils
are also required to show that they can meet the NSW
Governments Fit for the Future criteria.

The NSW Government also welcomes public
submissions on its proposed local government reform
package. For more information go to:

fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au,

Council's response to the NSW Government is due by
mid-2015.

Now is the time to
speak up if you want
to have your say
about the future of
Kyogle Council.

Where can I get
more information?

The first place you can go to is
kyogle.nsw.gov.au
There you will find the Draft Long Term

Financial Plan, the Community Strategic Plan
and comprehensive fact sheets covering:

e Income
e Asset Management Strategy
¢ Roads and Streets
¢ Bridges
e Amalgamation
Listening Posts

Council staff would be happy to discuss any
matters relating to our financial plan at the
following community Listening Post sessions:

25 October
Woodenbong Market

28 October
Bonalbo Community Hall, 2-6pm

1 November
Kyogle Farmers Markets

Community Survey

A random telephone survey will be carried
out, so please be aware that if you receive a
call in the next few weeks, it will be genuine.

You will also be able to fill in a survey on our
website or call in to Council’s offices and pick
up a hard copy.

Submissions close
24 November 2014

Kyogle Council

1 Stratheden Street
Kyogle NSW 2474
Tel 02 6632 1611
Fax 02 6632 2228

council@kyogle.nsw.gov.ai



Kyogle Council
Community Newsletter

Kyogle Council ratepayers and residents are being
osked ’ro help deC|de ’rhe fufure of the councn

Councn is calhn

Plan which will prove to the State
Go*./emrnemL that the council is viable
and can stand alone.
Under the State Government's Fif for the
Future blueprint for local government
in NSW, Kyogle Council must prove it is
financially sustainable (Fit for the Future)
or agree to amalgamate with one or
“more adjoining councils.
. A third option is to do nothing and let
i the State Government decide Council's
- future.
| Council's General Manager Arthur
Piggott said the Council, backed by
the results of previous community
* surveys which show little support for
. amalgamation, had developed a long

feedbock ond draf’r:Long Term: Fmonc:ol

case ‘ro remom mdependem‘ ,
“The plan goesa long way to meenng

the financial sustainability fcrgers set by

the NSW Government and oddressmg
Council's infrastructure backlog while
semng rates that remain dffordable to

the local community,” he said.

"While Council believes the Draff Long
Term Financial Plan provides the best
option for the future of the Council, we :
want to know what the community thinks.
“The Council needs feedback from
rafepayers and residents on whether or
not they want to amalgamaté and if they
do want to remain independent whether
they are willing to pay a series of above

the pegged limit rate increases over the
continued, oot pase:



Draft Long Term Financial Plan

tontunmed o phetens pase

next five years to achieve that goal.”

The council is looking to increase rates by
22% above the pegged limit in the five
years from 2015 to 2019.

“We wanf everyone to take the
opportunity to have their say on the Draft
Long Term Financial Plan, as it is crifical for
the future of Kyogle Councit as we know it
foday," Mr Piggott said.

To that end, Council has organised a
“listening post" tour of the council area
and will undertake a phone survey of
ratepayers and residents. Information
about the Draft Long Term Financial Plan is
on Council's website, with people able to
make submissions directly to council from
the website. Public submissions close on
Mondey 24 November o’r 4pm

* A series of roling above the pegged
limit rate rises over the next five
years (rates to rise by 22% above the
pegged limit);

« Anincrease in bridge replacement
funding to allow the replacement
of all fimber bridges over a 30 year
period;

* Anincrease in regional roads capital
renewal funding to almost double the
current levels;

* Anincrease in local roads and streets
capital renewal funding to almost
triple current levels;

« Provision of new sewerage schemes
for Tabulam, Mallanganee and
Wiangaree;

* Anincrease in funding for communl’ry
buildings.

The draft plan also provides for cutbacks

to some services including:

» Returning some existing sealed roads
to gravel after they are beyond

Listening Posts

Kyogle Council ratepayers and residents
are being invited o come along o a series
of “listening posts" to learn more about
and have input into Council’s Draft Long
Term Financial Plan. The “listfening posts"
will be manned by senior council staff and
will be held at: the Woodenbong Yowie
Country Market on Saturday, October 25;
the Bonalbo Community Hall on Tuesday,
October 28 (2-6pm); the Kyogle Farmers
Market on Saturday, November 1. Staff
will be on hand to explain to community
members the various oplions for the

future of the council, provide details on
the long term financial plan and record
community feedback. No appointments
are necessary, just come along and have
a one-on-one chat with Council staff.

routine mcnm‘enonce These would
include Duck Creek Rd, Tunglebung
Creek Rd, Culmaran Creek Rd and
Burhams Rd. ,

*» The closure of some bridges after they
are beyond routine maintenance,
These would include Alcorns Bridge
on Ferndale Rd, Crane Bridge on Old
Tweed Rd, Andrew Bridge on Williams
Rd, Mitchell Bridge of Williams Rd,
Baileys Bridge on Baileys Bridge Rd,
Montgomery Bridge on Iron Pot Creek
Rd and Hainleys Bridge on Culmaran
Creek Rd;

+ Rationalisation of the transfer station
facilities serving the Bonalbo, Tabulam
and Mallanganee areas with the view
to providing one facility to service the
whole areq;

* Closure of the Woodenbong iandfill
and replacing it with a transfer station;

+ The disposal of three community
buildings — Cedar Point Hall, Grove
House and Horseshoe Creek Hall - to
reduce annual operating costs.
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Submissions on LTFP due

Public submissions on Kyogle
Council’s draft Long Term Financial
Plan close on Monday, 24 November,
2014,

The draft plan, which aims to put Council
on the path to financial sustainability,
proposes a 22% above pegged limit rate
rise over the next five years, substantial
increases in expenditure on Council's
road and bridge network and some cuts
to services.

- During the public display period Council
has actively canvassed feedback from
ratepayers and residents on the draft plan
at Listening Posts held at Woodenbong,
Bonalbo and Kyogle and through a
community survey it commissioned.

it alsc encouraged people to make
submissions direct to Council.

That feedback will be collated and

used to compile a report which will go
before Council at its ordinary meeting on
Monday, 8 December, 2014.

KMI Hall Refurbishment

Contvnined fhom PRULeNs pase

to those who served in the armed forces.
The DA will be officially placed on public
display for 21 days as part of the statutory
assessment process, providing people
with an opportunity to provide comments
in relation to the proposed development.
In addition to this, the architects have
also been engaged to prepare options
for the preparation of a "Master Plan” for
the KMI building.

As part of this process, d large group

of stakeholders met in June this year

to discuss the issues and opportunities

to be considered in the Master Plan
preparation.

The feedback from these stakeholders
was used to prepare a series of options

Kyogle Council's Listening Post stall atf the
Woodenbong Yowie Couniry Market

The Council will need to make a decision
at that meeting as to whether or not it
intends to apply to the Independent
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal for an
above the pegged limit rate increase.

for review by the broader community.
Plans showing these options are

available on Council's website and

will be available at Council's offices in
Stratheden Streeft, Kyogle.

The plans will also be featured on display
in the existing foyer shop in the KMI as
part of the Creative Pop Up Gaflery
project run by Arts Northern Rivers
between November 24 and December 3,
2014. Council is seeking feedback on the -
Masfer Plan options from the community,
with submissions closing on January 16,
2014. Submissions should be sent to the
General Manager and can be lodged by
mail to PO Box 11, Kyogle, NSW, 2474, by
email to council@kyogle.nsw.gov.au or
via the "make a submission link” which is
located at the bottom of every page on
Council's website.
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All communications to be addressed to:

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

The General Manager Stratheden Street
PO Box 11 KYOGLE Kyogle NSW 2474 AUSTRALIA
NSW 2474 Phone 02 6632 1611
AUSTRALIA N\ Fax 02 6632 2228

041 /1105

International Code (+61 2)
Email council@kyogle.nsw.qov.au

Website www.kyogle.nsw.gov.au
CONTACT: Janelle Mciennan
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

LTFP
PLEASE QUOTE THIS REFERENCE

Dear VR

Kyogle Council is facing some tough decisions as it aims to achieve financial sustainability and a
prosperous future.

The cost of delivering services to the community is increasing faster than its ability to collect
rates and Council has an infrastructure backlog of $48 million worth of works that is growing.

Under the State Government's local government reform package, "Fit for the Future: a modern
system of local government", Council must also show that it can meet financial sustainability
targets or face the prospect of amalgamation.

Council has produced a draft Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) which puts it on the path to

financial sustainability. Among other things, the draft LTFP proposes a 22% rate rise above-the-
pegged-limit over the next five years, significant increases in expenditure on Council's road and
bridge network, and some cuts to services including the closure of the Woodenbong landfill and

~conversion of the site to a waste transfer station, returning some sealed roads to gravel once

they are beyond routine maintenance, and the closure of some bridges once they are beyond

routine maintenance. . :

The draft LTFP is now on display for public comment and Council is keen to hear what the
community thinks and is encouraging all ratepayers and residents to provide feedback on the
draft plan. The enclosed fact sheet details the factors that led to the current situation faced by
Council, actions taken by Council to date and the options for the future. It also details where you
can find out more about the draft LTFP and how you can have your say.

Yours faithfully

A

Arthur Piggott
GENERAL MANAGER
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neral Notices

i BOWLES (néeHandford)

Pauline Jean
P Passed mwvay peacefully on
i ( 27th September 2014 in Caims.
BLaving Wife to Philip {deceased). Dearly loved
Mother of John. Cherished Daughter of
), Marthz and Charlie (deceased). Loved Sister
: ofCalén, Jim and Callesr.
N AGED 65 YEARS

\
. Relatives and Friends are invited toattend a

*.9 Memorial Service at $t Mark's Anglican
Ffsk.  Church, BarkerSt, Casino on Samrday

25th of Qctober 2014 at 10 am.

&

/

o

i v}é
9 Raymond Clarence Wilson

11/03/1952 - 04/10/2014
Sadly lost his batile with concer aged 62 years.

Beloved Husband of Daphne, loving Father and
Father-in-law of Ketry (dec) and Larry and Kristi,
Much loved Poppy of Sophie, Keilani, Laccyand

Ben, Brother of Beryl, Mary (dec) and Susan,

He wilt be sadlty missed by a1l his family and friends.
RIP

There will bea memotial on 26th Cetober, 2014 a1
Queen Elizbeth Park na. 2, Casino at 10,30am,

Could cricket players please wear their team shirts.

narai Directors & Services

A PRIVATE CREMATION"

51,903 laeluding GST / No hiddsn after hours.rates
Iln Little - 1300 678 443 - Dalphin Funerals -

ln Memoriam

in Lovfﬂg Memory or
Denise Annette Denny
21/4/1955 - 23/10/1994
20 years have passed,

In our hearts and memorles
She wiit ba with us forever
Loved and missad by
Robert, Caine, Cristle Mustow,
Family and Friands

FGhurch Services

CATHOLIG Church Casine Mass Times: Sat Yigll Gpm.
Sunday Bam, Office hours? Man-Thu 8.30am-apm, i
3. 30:m-2pm {easina@lismors.catholic.omg.aul.

THE Annual General Meeting of the Casino ASM
Cougars ALFC will be hald at the Casino RSM Glub at
~ &pm, Monday, November 17. B Knight, Secretary.

E[?ubllo Notlces

 The Richmond River

EXpress

CASINO RECEPTION HOURS
Monday-Friday 9.00am-3.00pm {02) 6662 2666
Classifleds Deadline 2pm Manday 1300 136 181

ROP Deadline 4pm Thursday {02) 6662 2666

Examiner

View Tributes Online.
Visit finda.com.ou  Jifinda

Finanelal Plan 2015-2034 on public exhibkion,

Kyogle Council

Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2015-2034

At The Ordinary meeting of Councll on 12 October, 2614 Council resolvad to plaze its Drak Long Term

The public exhibition pericd closes 4:0¢ pm on Monday, November 24, 2014, The document is
available on Council's website wew.kyogle.nsw.gav.au. Submlssions can be lodged via tha Councit's
wabsite, Written submisslons should be addressed to the General Manager.

Caples of the draft plan are on display at the following logat]

throughout tha council area:

Wadeville Store Woodenbong PO Tatulam Post Office
Cawongla Stare Wiangaree Post Offica Bonalbe Post Office
Qld Banalbo Pest Offica Mallanganes Stote Kyogla Council Office

* Kyople Farmess Market, Saturday, 1 November.

Senlor Councll staff 2lso will conduct a istening post™ tour of the Councll area to explain tha diaft Lang
Term Financlal Plan and receive community feedback. Listaning posts will be held a%

*Waodenbong Yowia Country Markat, on Saturday, 25 Octobar;

* Bonalbe Communlty Hall, Tuesday, 28 October, 2-6pm;

Mo appointmenis are necessary, simply come along and speak one-on-one with staff,

Councll will consider all submissions priar to the adoption of the Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2015-
2034 at the Qrdinary Council meeling on Monday, 8 December, 2014,

conslderalion of:
= Adoption of 2013/2014 Financlal Statementis

Notice of Extraordinary Meeting

The putlic is advised an Extraordinary Maating of Council will be held at the Kyogte Council
Chambers, Stratheden Sirest, Kyogle, on Monday, 27 Octoher 2014 commenclng at 5pm for the

Arthur Piggott Kyogta bouncll
General Manager — KYQGLE NSW 2474
4 -
Council .
LEVEL 1 WATER
RESTRICTIONS Pastoral Care
casmgbmggz AND Practitioner
i gt o s “

are advised that Level 1 water rasiictions for Cesino,
Kyogle mnd Bonalbs are i come inic force on Midnight,
‘Wadnesday 22 Octobar 2014 as follows :-

Sprinkiers and fixed hoses (Including
soker hases) shall NOT be used between
the hours of 8am and 4pm.

Handheld hoses mayba uged atany Ume, bulio conserve.
waler i 13 recommended that waladng is only done
during the cooter periods of eardy moming or evening.
Exupﬂuns arg Bllowed for essenla! businesses where

hetis dictate waler use, Appiications should be
mada In wiiting lo tha respactive Cotncll,

Ne restrictions apply for Industdal ar siock watsring

:

purpeses. 8
J. Walear A Pggoit
Ganenl Manager General Mapsger

L.OST Jet black Siamesa cross cat. Gores Rd, Spring Grave:
answars 1& Dissal. Aeward, childs pet. 0412187459

Communlty Services

Single Female Carer

ACT. Dur missian is 16 support " nlplralinns i
d needs of cur residents and cllen\s wi thln ’
Ca Chrislian environmenl. '
Our Paslnnland Spln al Cnr: Teamn lend 1n.
ihe emoticnal and spirilual wallbing of our .
tesidents by being 2n empathetic nnd p.‘s\ienl
listoning presence 1 them.
This Is avilat pari of the :en\lnuum ol carewe
firovido our residenls according to thelr needs,
warking within a multi-disciptinary leam, lamil
and luul minisiries,
. Wes uklnga lpl:lllplnnnta]nln our
}nm who cain dumnnslnlm L
» Ong or more cnmpluled unlis of Ctinical
PaslnralEducnlIunlcFEl .
0R Co
# Tertiary qualifications in a rolevant dlsciplme "
- Demonslrhted updarstanding of paslnml
" presence
- Knowledge and expertise inworking wih
gnel and loss, and impertanily with tha elderly
.  Highly dnw[npnd empathetic listening skills .
. You @il receive immenie jab satisfaction .
working for a values-based organisation with @ |*]
@ passionate care 1eam. Come and vork foran |

No experencs required,

Needed. Full time pnsh.lun
must live In Casino.

@ finda

tion commitied lo resident and client
respect and dignlly, where you will recoive o B
compelitive salary and many benelils including ~ ' -

of

2 65862 7846

aneral Vacanclea

TREE FALLER WANTED

Part or full time {ree faller For local logging
aperation in the Casine area. Must have own
saws and ABN.

Phene Doug: 0427 376° 897

satary pack g to increase your Lakehome
pay.careernpparlumtlus.1rainIng. d

1 Moblle freezar/cooter. Size

vow.itmwelrangdsen.com.au
74 Woodlark Street
Lismors, 24380 Rl
EVERY TUESDAY: T
usmore carre || AG CHIEF 50HP
SALE AY 7.30aM Sml!clul. pFoEter Sx:t“ri 4\;‘0
EVERY WEDNESPAY: A e ML it
CASING CATTLE || B26500, Acom oribber 130
SALE AT 7:30AM www'v;v ':ra:tnunurlh .com
THE, NOV 6th an't ba besten on price
Clearing Sate 1am
Afc K&V Mulcahy N
SAT, NOV 20th .
Machinery & Furniture FIREWOO0D /
Auction
Lismare Showgrourd 9am SL%,',:"“ Pﬂﬂ!‘g‘,‘.ﬂ ‘3,,"::,
LISMORE: 6621 2768 | 0428 030 101 or 8667 1078
———— |

EXprésSExaminer

END ROLLS/WHITE PAPER
Buy your and rolls/white paper from $5.00 at
the "Express Examiner’office,

Receptlon apen Sam-3pm Man-Fri.

SHIPPING CONTAINERS
All types. For Eale or Hire
from. $2,860 ingl GSY.
Phona 0427 383 050

ZIPTRAK BLINDS
MADE TO MEASURE
CANVAS GONCEPTS

Phone 02 8828 8011

SolarHotwaterSystem
Aheam 200 litre, 2 panel
selar, now, S2100 ster 8TC
Incantive. 0410 557 444

HAY
Ute Tray - Coolstar | Raae ot oaiies.

Casing 0419 720 163

1.8mt x 2.3mt x 910mm, 3
doors, YHG, fight work, new
comp.  (S500) underray
&/less sleel thox for Handa
ZKVA.  Inverter  [wxira),
£5,0000n0, 6834 1343

Haunt it

Garage Sales

Garage Salos

Advertisa your Garage Sala nthe
“Exprass Examiner”for $35.00
Maxirnum 8 lines.

Ph 6662 2665 or 1300 138 181

CASINO FAIRYHILL
4 Berania Crescent 2 ForestGrave Raad
Sunday 26/10-2am start, 52510 - 7am
Househald goods, F§ & HR| Multi house sale. Tools,

Holden, furniture, BBO, kitchen
items, broms, pot plants,

spaan collection

+. and developmenl.
. - Yo apply send your resume Io rnrnurslﬂsch arg.au
' by 29 Octobiir 2012,

Only suceessiul applicanls vill be notilied.

All stafi undertake protly chacks préor

(o commencemnent, We ancourage

opplicalions from Aborfginal . I

and Torras Siralt Ishndlrl
“ Southetn

SCCIsanEED,
www.sch.org.au CrossCare

ﬁﬁda

ofrything Coes

"
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Comparison of Current Rates and Charges

Lismore City | Richmond Valley| Clarence Valley
Council Kyogle Council Councll Council Council
2014/15 Ordinary Rates Revenue $5,142,259 526,962,000 49,891,751 $26,743,513
2014/15 Total Assessments 5133 18335 10438 25816
2014/15 Average General Rate/Assessment $1,002 51,471 5948 $1,036
2014/15 Residential Water Fixed Charge {20mm) $340 $204 $127 $166
$1.30 (first $2.83 (inct $0.8% $1.79 {upto
2014/15 water charges (5/kb) Teir 1 200kL} $2.99 ROUS} 1.233k!/day)
$2.68 {over
2014/15 water charges ($/k0) Teir 2 $1.20 - $2.92 1.233kl/day)
Indicative annual water charge (160kL consumption) $548.00 $682.28 $579.80 $452.40
2014/15 Residential Sewer Charge 5643 $772 $896 5988
2014/15 Domestic Waste Charge $450 $279 $380 $289
Total Annual Charges {Urban or Serviced areas) $1,641 51,733 $1,856 $1,729
Total Annual Rates and Charges (Urban serviced areas) 52,643 $3,204 $2,803 52,765
Comparison of Future Rates and Charges
LTFP included in
As per draft Imagine Lismore | Richmond Volley 2014/2015
Projected Increases over next 7 years LTFP V2 10 year Plan 2025 Operational Plan

Ordinary Rates

10.34%, 5.5%,
5.5%, 5.5%,
5.5%, 2.3%, 2.3%

3% each year

5.5% for 4 years,

then 2.5%, note
this assumed a

FAG grant
indexation of
2.3% for 14/15
and 2.5% after
that

3% each year

Water Charges

5% for 6 years,
then 3%

3% each year

5.5% for 4 years,
then 3%

6.5% for 2 years,
then 3%

3%, 4%, 4%,
then 5% for 4

3% each year

3% each year

8.9% for 2 years,

Sewer Charges years A
\/ 0,

Waste Charges DA,f;erS, ;2::52% 3% each year 3% each year 3% each year
Ordinary Rates 2021/22 $1,408 51,777 $1,242 $1,252
Water Charges 2021/21 5743 5825 5771 $584
Sewer Charges 2021/22 $856 5933 $1,083 51,335
Waste Charges 2021/22 $488 $337 $459 $349
Total Annual Charges {Urban or Serviced areas) 2021/22 $2,087 $2,095 $2,313 $2,268
Total Annual Rates and Charges 2021/22 $3,495 $3,872 $3,555 $3,520

Comparison of Other Financial Information

2014/15 Projected Operating Result {excl Capital Grants) 52,376,308 $1,874,000 -51,213,793] -520,150,000
2014/15 Projected Borrowing Costs $187,498 $4,937,000 $1,810,704 $8,620,000
2014/15 Projected Total Debt $3,300,000 $59,000,000 $13,000,000 $135,000,000
Infrastructure Assets at Current Replacement Cost $443,077,045 $1,130,745,000 $602,801,356 $1,774,444,000
Infrastructure Backlog (12/13 Special Schedule 7) $48,236,212 $23,262,000 $27,684,000 $253,859,000
2014/15 Annual Depreciation $7,575,821 $21,219,000 511,124,900 $36,478,000
Backlog Ratio 10.9% 2.1% 4.6% 14.3%
Annual Depreciation Rate 1.7% 1.9% 1.8% 2.1%
Figures Based on Achieving "Fit for the Future" Criteria Yes No No Mo
Kyogle Council 22/10/2014 Page 1
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N OPINION

Mergers of
councils in
the wind

ALFX EASTON
alex paston@northemstar.com.an

AMALGAMATIONS are in
the wind again with reports
of the Treasurer saying
he'd like to cut Sydney’s 41
couneils tofive.

Locally, there itas been
chatter of mergers between
some combination of the
Kyogle, Richmond Valley
and Lismore councils.

It's hard to dismiss talk
of amalgamations, Wherey-
er they happen they seem
to operate at the level of
rumour and speculation
until suddenly they've
happened and it's too late
for anyone to complain.

Qver the past few years
there have been, af varying
times, suggestions of amal-
gamations for all Northern
Rivers counecils, including
hints at a single Northern
Rivers super council. All
have been met with swift,
parochial vesistance.

There are sound reasons
for our collective lack of
enthusiasm for more coun-
cil mergers.

Broadly, it revolves
around a fear of individual
areas being hemogenised,
sacrifleing thelr unique
favour for the sake of some
financial efficlencies that
might be found arother
way. .

There are fears areas
with lower populations
could lose control of their
destinies as their aspira-
tions and desires are
swamped by higger areas.

Finally, there are con-
cerns comparatively af- -
fluent areas could lose out
by absorbing poorer areas
that put pressure on re-
sources.

Fuelling those concerns
is the fact all those things
have Lhappened locally with
amalgamations in the past.

However, this doasn’t
mean amalgamating coun-
¢ils is automatically bad.
Brisbane City Council, for
example, is encrmons, yet
manages to functien with-
out any of these problems.

Of course, Brishane City
Couneil is struetured very
differently from our coun-
cils and is more akin to a
mini-state government than
what we would recognise as
a council,

Its councillors are also
properly pald professional
politicians.

If the State Government
‘wants more amalgama-
tions, it might he time te
start leokdng at changing
our motiels of local govern-
ment along those lines.

Northern Star digital producer Alex Easton

N TOPIC OF CANCER | With Digby Hildreth

New tack on ice critical

1T WAS peeking-threugh-
thefingers lime during
some of thls week's TV
doco, Iee Rush - Four
Corners’ sensationalist but
compeiling report on the
spread of meth-ampheta-
mine use in country
Australia.

The scene of a middle-
aged woman shaking
uncontrollably while try-
ing to find a vein in her
knotted arm in which to
inject made for brutal
viewing (and disinterred
ancient memories).

One kid had got off the
gear and escaped from his
criminal handlers (read
bikies) whe fed his habit,
while be cooked. He locked
trawmatised, eyes like
pools of black ofl, and
doomed, sitting chain-
smoking in a darkened

Halal distress

¥M at a loss to understand
why the distress so many of
us feel, over halal funding
supporing terrorists In the
Middle East, are the opinions
of & racist or ‘bigat’,

Can the Byren Bay Cookia
Co assure me that the funds
from their halal certification
do not go to Isil, Isis, the
Islamic State. or similar
organisations infamous for
rape, tarture, beheading and
cruclfixion?

Next time cna of the BBGC
(Byron Bay Cookie €o) .
employeas locks at a young
blonde mala surfer buying a
cookie ~ perhaps it won't
take much imagination to
camprehend the link between
the BBCC halal payment and

N LETTERS | have your say

room while his buddy
sucked on the pipe.

These individuals' sto-
ries are desperately sad,
but they are just a few
amaong hundreds of thou-
sands trapped in ice addie-
tion, digging imaginary
insects out of their arms
and faces, puliing their
teeth out with pllers and
causing mayhem in the
lives of their familles and
commumity.

Iee makes for good
shock-horror television
and Ice Rush was really

}ust an update of Four

Corners’ The [ee Age, its
2006 study of inner Sydney
meth-heads. As then, the
film-makers focused on the
underclass, asif addiction
were restricted to bogans
and ferals.

The new angle was that

the beheating of & similar
young man in Syria?
VERITY ESS,

Ballina

On Palestine

| HAVE = book, published in
1913, called “Australia in
Palestine”, which is about our
efforts in Palestine for them.

Itcalks of the Flying Corps
and the ANZAC Section of the
mperial Camel Corps, belng
recruited fram them and
co-operating with them, in
the greatest war yet known ta
history, which it was at that
time.

The first chapter is called
“Fighting for Palestine”,
which was a three-year
campaign. | think that the
fuss about tha Anzat biscuits

06

@ opinions@northernstar.com.au {02} 6620 0500

ice abuse is no longer
confined to the hig cities
but Is oozing out into rural
areas. No surprises there;

. s asimilar US trend.

The program coneen-
trated on regional Victoria
and Tasmania but ice is
here teo, and not just in
Struggle Streat towns like
Kyogle and Casino, but in
nffiuent Byron Bay and
genteel Bangalow.

[ know a decent, hard-
working man in his 40s
wheo has for weeks been
haled up in & caravan
park, sweating and spend-
Ing every cent he bas, and
all of his emotional and
spiritual capital, on getting
-and using the drug.

He s powerless; except
for the brief refief offered by
the drug, he Is increasingly
shaky, jumpy, paranoid, and

is a bit confusing, as the
Anzacs fought for Palestine.
P. WRIGHT,

‘Wardell

Gone broke

IT'S a pretty poar situation
when the residents of Kyogle
are told they will have an
increase in their rates
becausa the Kyegla Coungil is
toc pathetic at menaging its
expendlture and has run out
aof maney ... in ather words,
gone broket

Why should we, the
residents, have 10 maka up
the shortfal! because they
cannot managa their budget?

Maybe '{t's time’, as Gaugh
Whitlam once said, to
appoint samaene more adept
at managing meney to
oversee their spending and

his mind is a churn of des-
pair and self-loathing.

I fear for his safety, even
his life. His addiction isa
meztal health probiem. He
needs help.

The wide uptake of ice
points to a terrible impo-
verishment in people’s
livas, in sosiety, theugh it's
nothing new: consider
Hogarth's Gin Lane from
the 1750s.

Four Corners’ use of the

" inevitable clich# “epidem-

i¢" may be accurate, and
ice a preater threat than
ISIS. But waging war on
either is ineffective: we
need something maore
enkightenad.

3 DIGBY HILDRETH was
diagnosad with liver cancer
18 months ago.”

not have to have the
residents make it up because
they lost it. From what 1 see,
it gaems to me the council
fas done what it has done to
the roeds — patch up instead
of fix up. | for one have no
confidence In my local
council and do nat want that
Jenny Dowell poking her
nose into my little town.,
JOSEPHINE WATSON,
Kyogls

Live exports

IT was written "The Humanity
of a nation can be judged by
the way they treat their
animals”. A true description
of the mistreatment and
terror upan live animal
exports at their destination.
GJ MAY,

Forastdale

LETTERS, SMS and SHORT & SHARP contiibutions ¢an anly be published it they are accempanied by the writer's given name and <urname and contart details (suburb, phpne
aumber). They are accepted for publication on the hasis that they a1e no mere than 250 woids, may be shoztened, edited, electronically reprasfuced, stored, transmitted ang

cammunicated by this publication and its licen<eas. Responsibility for elaction comment in this issue is taken by D. Kirkpatrick, Media Centee, Bruxanr Hwy, Goonellabah,
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This deesn't mean amalgamating councils is
automatically bad

o 02) 6624 7265

@ 0428 264 948

N WEB

RE: Battlefront over Anzac
biseuits

WHY do al! theses other non
meat-related preducts have to
be halal certified? Saunds like
an absolute rort.

macadarnia ~ Dalwood

RE: Cop cameras to raveal
male victims: solicitor
ABOUT time, 10 years behind
the UK and USA. Good on you
Sue Bakin,

malevictim ~ Lismore

RE: Ballina Shire Coastal
pathway aver budget

NO surprises here,

Counelt is aver budget an the
Wigmore Arcade renovation
too. The Lennox Head
Community Gentre was a
disaster, mare than 100 par
cent aver budgst.

Now they want to develop twa
indeor aquatic centres at an
estimated “budget” of $4

million-pius sach, Funding by a

5% rates increase over two
years on tep of the annual
increase (to be compounded
forever). Couneil should not be
taking on so many
infrastructure projects.
JustGo ~ Lennox Hd

{ HAVE concern with the
Skennars Head Road part, still
under canstiuction, The
tompleted pathway has power
poles in it. The pathway has
been enfarged to allow for the
poles, some of which are
almost in the centre. Hopefully,
no-ona has an accident while
cycling an this path as these
poles create a real hazard.
Surely the peles will be
remaved and the holes filled?

walda4? — Lanmox Head o

RE: Metgasco confldent of
winning eourt case on
Rosella well

AS much as wa want CS6
stopped, Metgasta has a good
argument that the licence was
suspended “for confusing &
political problem with a lack of
community consuitation”.
Qutside the area paliticians,
from the party that approved
the wall in the first place, have
besn centeally active in revving
up community protest In
Bentley in order to perhaps
boost their own fmage. This
palitical fact could assist in
Metgasco winning this case.
The anti-CSG movement needs
to sonsider this in future.
A_league — Lismore

N facebook.

facebook com/thenorthermstar

It's no

different to
labels stating "May,
contain nuts”,
They're not
changing their
ingredients; they're
advising people on
whether a food
group is suitable for
them to eat. Get
over yourselves.

Emma Betterridge, regarding
Byron Bay Cookfe Co being
attacked for selling halal
biseults
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Ridunond River EXPHESS EXAMINER 5

Have your say on
future funding

RATEPAYERS and
residents in Kyogle and
surronnds are being asked
te have a say in the future of
the couneil.

Kyogle Councll is calling
for community feedback on
a draft Long Term Financial
Plan which will prove to the
State Government that it is
viable and does not need to |
amalgamate.

Under the State
Geovernment'’s Fit for the
Future blueprint for local
government in NSW, Kyogle
Council must prove it is
financially sustainable (Fit
for the Future) er agree to
amalgamate with one or
mare adjelning councils.

A third option s to do
nothing and let the State
Government decide
counell’s futurs.

Council’s general
manager Atthur Piggott
said the couneil, backed by
the results of previous
community surveys which
show Httle support for
amalgamation, had
developed a long-term
financial plan which
supported the case to
remain independent,

“The plan goes along way
to meeting the finaneclal
sustainability targets set by
the NSW Governmmnent and
addressing the council’s
infrastructure backlog,

while setfing rates that
remgin affordable to the
Tecal conumunity,” he said.

“While council believes
the draft Long Term
Financial Plan provides the
hest option for the future of
the council, we want to
know what the community
thinks

“The eouncil needs
feedback from ratepayers
and residents on whether or
not they want to
amalgamate, and if they do
want to remain
independent, whether they
are willing to pay a serjes of
above-the-pegged limit rate
increases over the next five
years to dchieve that goal”

Benefit to come

Horse takes John to final muster

IT seems appropriate that a
man who has spent most af
his life around horses is
taken to his findl resting
place by & horse.

John Brooket, of Piora,
laved his horses and his
cattle and was a leeal boy

through and through,

He was a member of the
Casino Show Soclety for
over 35 years and was a life
member.

It is no surprise that
hundreds turned out to the
service at the Casino Lawn

A,

C;metery to see Mr Brooker
off,

His grand-daughters
Melita Roacheand Katie
Botfleld did thie eulogies
and son-in-law Redney
Botfield cracked the whip.

PHOTD: HELEN TRUSTUM

SCHOOLS 1n the Page and mathematics (STEM)
electorate will benefit subjects.
from g $12 million A sclence councii would
Australian Government advise the government on
investment to improve the  areas of national strength,
. focus on sclence, eurrent and future
technology, enginecring capability
The couneil is looking to S o
inerease rates by 22% above \ b g~
the pegged limit in the five BI LLABONG ; TEES
years from 2015 ¢0 2019, - s - -
“We want evetyone 1o Odour resistant, Quick dry,
take the opportunity to have B th b ’ U
their say on tl;f Draft Long reaina e, Use on
Term Financial Plan, as it fs
critical for the future of . Iand or water
Kyogle Councl as we know was MQQ
it today,” Mr Piggott said,
To that end, the council Now
will conduct a listening h gl
post’ tour of the counell $
area over the next waek.,
Information about the [ ]
Draft Long Term Financial
Plan also s on fle councll's ENDS SATURDAY
website. Public submissiong Yt
close on Monday, November soewtacasookoonsonssoncieennn K Facebeok
24, at 4pm.
FINAL REST: Pat and Shane .
Randall:take the late John Barker Street Caalno, il 0662 7885 seaoitan
Brooker to Casino cemstery. "

Time for an upgrade?

Purchase a TOSHIBA LAPTOP and receive:

FREE Belkin laptop bag (value 540)

FREE Kaspersky Internet Security
user/1 year {value $39.95)

FREE Laptop check up to 12 months - includes eritleal
software updates, virus scan and removal, conditions |
apply- see in store, (value $65) "~y

PLUS: Microsoft Office 2013 Home & Student -8
software Einstallation for $14% (normally 5169,

‘ TOSHIBA
Offer valid 22/10/14 - 19/11/14, Loactryimcrben 4
(\ 116 Barker 5t Casino NSW
‘( cp“l'ltl‘; LT. 66628867 sales@couninyit.com.au
www.countrylt.com.au

BRYAN ADA

(FOTTENKY,

EKPERIENC

>

FEATURING:

TOMMY
MEMPHIS

MUSIC FROM 12 NOON
RAFFLES FROM 3PM
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LOCAL NEWS

Preschool gathers
top award

LESS than 12 marths after
opening, the Alstonville
Community Preschool has
been neminated for the
Regienal Community
Achievement awards and the
Centre for Volunteering
awards.

The preschool has also
recelved a rating of
Exceeding Netional Standerd
hy the NSW Deparunent of
Education and Communities.

The preschonl openad in
February 2014.

Looking for the
next Coppola

IF YOU fancy yourself as the
next Francis Ford Coppola,
it's nat too early to get your
camera out and start
shaoting, The Byron Bay Film
Festival is ifivitihg losal,
national and international
fitmmakers ta submit their
creations with prizes
awarded for inspiring new
talent. Films of all lengths
and gentes ara accepted.
Entries close November 27.
Info: www.bbif.com.au/
anter—bbh‘2015{

Nominate someone
for 0z Day awards

NOMINATIONS are now open '
for the Lismaore City Counaii
Australia Day Awards. |
Categaries are: Citizen of
the Year, Young Citizen of the
Year, Aboriginal Citizen of
the Year, Services in -
Community (individual),
Services in Community
(Group}, Sportsperson
[Senior), Spartsperson
(Junior}, Sports 1
{Team/Group/Qrganisation), -
Sustainable Environment
and Art and Cultural.

SURVIVAL PLAN Masswe rate hikes proposal goes to residents

Patrols added, but
not linked to shark

BYRON $hire Mayor, Simon
Richardson has refuted the
claim that providing a
12-month beach lifeguard
service was a reactive
measura in response ta the
fatal shark attack in Byron
Bay last month,

"Council have utilised
statistics gathered by
professional and volunteer
services and
recommendations made in
the Goastal Public Safety
Risk Assessment,* Cr
Richardsar said.

Kyogle aims* high

HAMISH BROOME
hamishbreome@rarthemstarcom.ay

FINDING cash to maintain
its aging roads and bridges
underplnned Kyogle -Coun-
cil’s decislon to vote for sig-
nificant long-term rate in-
creages at its meeting on
Monday night. -

The proposed 20-year fin-
anclal plan includes comula-
tive rate hikes.of 22% above
maximum rate peg levels to
help ease council’s mounting
infrastruchure woes,

It's hoped the plan will sa-
tisfy new reguirements un-
der the state government’s
Fit for the Future reforms,
qualifying It for low-interest
loans and otber incentives.

_Despite the big rate rise,
general managér Arthur Pig-
gott safd it wis wot the most
severe option.

He sald rates would need
to rise by 46% beyond rate
peg limits to meet all the go-
vernment’s criterla.

“We've got really three op-
tions,” Mr Plggodt said. -

“Oae is that we meet all
thelgeal guvermi\eiit eriteria
which will inveive'some hea-
vy rate increases, another is
to look at some moderate in-
creases and seek other go-
vernment assistance to make
up the shorifall.”

“Another-one Is to say we
can't manage the situation,
we need to amalgamate.”

MrPiggottsaid amalgama-

66 ARTHUR PIGGOTT:
Our biggest concern is
that we lose our
representation and.
possibly even
employment in the area

tion was an “unfmown™ and
eould see consequences
beyond significant rate rises,

“Our biggest concern is .
that we loge our representa-
tion and possibly even em- '
ployment in the drea.”

Tha councitis also banking
on a prepdsal withie govern-
ment to boost finanelal assis-
tance grants to rural coun-

_cils at the expexse of mnre .

cashed-up cliy counterp
Kyogle’s draft plan wﬂl

now go through a 28-day
community consultation pro-

- eags that will address the

question of amalgamation.
“We definitely waht to ob-
tain some, community feed-
back because if the majortty
of the community does want

fo see [amalgamation] bap- .

penthen wecertainly need to
lodk atthat,” Mr Plggott said.
To get resident foedback

thi.council is considering an
.oiline survey, listening pdsts

at major evenls and fune-
tions and a phone survey.

The consultationis expeet- .

ed Eu begh: later this morith.

VOICES OF ANGLES: Helen Coyle {front) and the Bridge Streat Cholr wIII launch‘the video for thalr song F[uffy Pillow at the

Winsome Hotel tomerrow night,

PHOTQ: CATHY ADAMS

Video thrill lets choir members find voice

IT has taken four years but
Lismore's Bridge Street
Choir will launch its first vi-
deo elip tomorrow night at
the Winsome Holel.

The event, Angels at the
Soupie, {3 a major nilestone
for the ensemble dascribed
as the “choir for everyone”,

The video clip is for the
choir's original song Fluffy
Pillow. Laurie Marriott
penned the lyries for the

scng while choir director
wrote the Peter Lehner.
Winsome volunteer Mar-
paret Lord said the $heme for
the launch night was Heaven
Can Wait, and that the cafe
would be serving all soris of
“white” or “angel” food.
Many choir members have
already organised thelr out-
fits, so expeet {0 see angel
wings, feather boas and lofs
of white - although there will

be at least one “angel”
dressed in black

There was plenty of excite-
ment during rehearsals this
week and Ms Lord said It was
an exciting and busy time.

“This ehoir reaches out to
peaplefrom all walks of life,”
she said.

“1 tove the opportunity of
being able to express who I
am.

“It creates joy and fun.”

Nékthern Star

Fellow chorister Millie Ca-
meron agreed.

“I've been in the choir for
twoyears now, andit’salotof
fun,” she gaid.

W SEE IT: The Fluffy Pillow
video elip will be launched at
the Winsome Hotel tomorraw
night from Bpm. The cafe will
be opsn to raise funds for
Lismore Soup Kitchen,

PAGE T

CENTENARY
()

This commemorative 20-part series from
The Northern Star will mark the

key milestones in the build-up to the
Gallipofl centenary.

THE CENTENARY MILESTONE SERIES SCHEDULE

Monday, October 20 2014
Volunteer troops prepare for embarkation from WA

Saturday, November 1 2014
First major Austratian Imperial Force contingent
setssall from Albany

Saturday, November & 2014
HMAS Sydney destroys Gerrnany’s Emden in Cocos
Islands

Wednesday, November 26 2014
Anzac forces diverted to protect Egypt’'s Suez Canal

Wednesday, Decembar 24 2014
Western Front troops call a truce for Christmas

Wednesday, December 31 2014
Sacond AIF convoy departs from Albany

SpturdamlJanuary 10 2015
The 11th Battalion gathers on the Glza pyramids

Tuesday, January 13 2015
Churchill presents the plan to attack Turkey’s

' . Dardanelles

mesday, Fabru:ry aam 5
Australians help fight off §lge Turkish on the Suez

Monday, February 16 2015

_ Lord Kitchener orders Anzac troops to ready for

assault on Turkey

Wednesday, March 4 2015
AlF brigade lands cn Lemnos Island to prepare for
Turkish otecupation

Thursday, March 12 2015
Lord Kitchener appoints Gen lan Hamilton to lead
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force

Wednesday, March 18 2015
Declsion made to send in ground troops to
Galtipoli after failed navy attempts

Wednesday, April 12015
Anzac Corps in Egypt receives orders to move to
the Turkish front

Saturday, April 11 2015
Anzac senior officers select troop landing sites at
Gallipali .

Saturday, Aprll 18 2015
The men who helped shape the Gallipoli campalgn

Saturday, April 25 2015
The Anzacs hitthe Gallipoli shores

Remember how the Anzac
spirit was forged.,

160 Years of ANZAC

The Splrit Lives 2014-2018

| 2323021 3aw

"= Thursday, Octaber 16, 2014
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' State Goveérnmen
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.

CELEBRITY JUDGES: National search to find Aust's cutest dog ﬁ N

yogle

-
City formation:io
Cotingll- Mayot Jenny Dowell Monddy r
and Richmond Valley Mayor Br»  .then decide
nie Bennett on Thursddy for
preliminary discussions on the
potential ofiportunities . ang:
drawbacks of gmalgamation.”

Cr Mulholland -sald . staff

holtand:met with Lisniore

jho 7wWo

F Ry

wew coundll n
thé: coramunity

to.purspé an?&.’[ﬁthﬁfi‘énf e
. “Thig, amalgamation 1s: Ity will mak
!qeiq-somgthiné’th;%gam  Cr:Mulholtan

o> Sdid.
i Kyoiie counelliérs

1l make {h

Pooches put

personalit

on cat walk

LEAH WHITE
lash.white@narthemtar.com.au

BIG brown eyes, velvet soft
ears and fluffy fur coats.

Baillina PETstock will he
swarming with them this
weekend as it tries to find
‘Australia’s Cutest Dog”.

The competition is being
rug right across the country,
with store winners going on
to comapete in the state finals
whera the” over-all winner
will fedch the national title of
Australia’s Cafest Dog.

Each entrant will be asked

to fill out a registration form
in-store before their pooch
poses for a photo,

Ballina store manager San-
dy Lay said the team was ex-
pecting dozens of entranis
for the competition.

Each store will select &

winner bagsed on first impres-
sion, effort on the day and be-
haviour, unique X Faetor, per-
gonality and character and
expression of face and eyes,
Local store winners willre-
celve a §250 PETstock gift
card, state finallsts will re-
eelve 7 $1,000 gift card, and
the national winner will take
home a Tnxiry-spec Renault
Koleos 4x2 Petrol CTV Bose
Editlon valued at $84,990.
Finalist [ndges will include
celebrity vet Dr Chris Browa,
editor of that's lifel Magazine
Linda Smith and PETstock
founder and CEQ Shane

Young.

Ms Loy seid the competi- |

fion was a chance to cele-
brate the natural beauty of
Australia’s dogs In thelr ma-
ny varied forms,

“Thére is no winning for-

mula, but if there's one plece .

of adviee I can give entrants,
it’s to encourage your dog to
showcase their personality,”
she said.

"We want to see gur local ||

peoches working it for the
camera and showcasing their
best features for the judges,
50 a dog from Ballina can go
alt the way to the top!

Hon, jt wWould'then gd'to , '}
vho would  {he; tommanity for exién: |
ther ornot 'sive publicieonisuitation.:

“Ultimately the commn-
at decigion,”.

Lismore councli had 2™ propode.Hiow e

Cutast Dog competition, -

ion.on the table

-clls consldering a merger.

er Mike Balrd

1anclally sustainablein the

*The #ubmiiselons will be
assesged by Independént ,
experts against indepen-
dently established criferia.

Sopl macfrom PETstaok Balllfia With har uppy Gloopatra invite people to‘b'fa'u of thelr
¢ Australials

PHOTO: CATHY ADAMS

Rty 2T

Worelemibng hoorms & minds:

YOUR GAREER
PROFESSIONS

Perry Homes

www.perryhomes.ocom.ad

Porty Horres Punt] Pty L CRC At Lkz Mo TE246 WYL No 1IQG20G

Parry Homes [s one of Australle’s langest and
most trusted names in bullding, providing
exceptionally bullt, atfordable homes.”
Celebrating 20 years of award winning
designs and construction excellsnce.

NEW SEAQUEST 242
384 Casusrina Way, Miramar Estate, Casuarima
Pallagium 283 display 437 River St, West Balina,
B8515322 Romen 0412401333 Doug 0417856 B85

.-t



Focus Groups - Kyogle Council Page 1 of 2

HOME  POSITIONS VACANT TENDERS  AGENDAS & MINUTES

Focus Groups

In March 2014, Kyogle Council established five Focus Groups to help guide long-term planning for the future development of the Kyogle Local Government
Area.

The Focus Groups target the areas of:
Ageing in Place, Disability Services and Respite Care
Agricuiture
Governance and Cormmunity Services
Village Life
Visitor Attraction

The Focus Groups are made up of Councillors, staff and community representalives and have been tasked. among other things, with helping Council
undertake a review of its Community Strategic Plan.

For further information about the establishment and aims of the five Focus Groups, please click fers
Ageing in Place, Disability Services and Respite Care

The function of the Focus Group is to identify, develop and action strategies to be considered or pursued in order for:

Financially sustainable, appropriate and accessible range of oplions (with regard to services and facitities) for the maturing population, people with
disabilites and their carers

Ageing in place services

Transpor! (taxis, buses. public)

Respite care services

Health Services {allied and medical)

Education and training

Activities

Low, medium and high care residential facilities ang accommodation
Respite care accommadation

Disability access in public places

Local jobs and businesses to support the associated aclivities, e.g. shops, repairs, laundry services

Visitor accommodation

Agriculture

The function of the Focus Graup is to identify, develop and action strategies to be considerad or pursued in order to achieve a range of econemically
sustainable and viable agricuitural opportunities across the Kyogle LGA.

Governance and Community Services

The function of the Focus Group is to identify, develop and aclion straiegies to be considered or pursued in order for;

http://kyogle.nsw.gov.aw/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=D0OC-QJS-14-88-60 12/02/2015
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A plan for the future

Kyogle Council ratepayers and residents are being asked to help decide the future of the counclil.

Council is calkng for community feedback on a draft Long Term Financial Plan wpiqh will prove to the State Government that the council is viable and can
stand alone. :

Under the State Government's it for the Future blueprint for local government in NSW, Kyogle Council must prove it Is financially sustainable (Fit for the
Future) or agree to amalgamate with one or more adjoining councils.

A third option is to do nothing and let the State Government decide Council's future.

Council's General Manager Arthur Piggott said the Council, backed by the resuits of previous cemmunity surveys which show little support for
amalgamation, had developed a long term financlal plan which supported the case to remain Independent.

"The plan goes a long way to meeting the financial sustainability targets set by the NSW Govermnment and addressing Council's infrastructure backlog while
setting rates that remain affordable to the local community,” he said.

"While Council believes the draft Long Term Financial Plans provides the best option far the future of the Councll, we want to know what the community
thinks.

"The Council needs feedback from ratepayers and residents on whether or not they want to amalgamate, and if they do want to remain independent
whether they are willing to pay a series of above the pegged limit rate increases over the next five years to achieve that geal.”

The council is looking to increase rates by 22% above the pegged limit in the five years from 2015 to 2019.

"We want everyone to take the oppertunity to have their say on the Draft Long Term Financial Plan, as it is critical for the future of Kyogle Council as we
know It today," Mr Piggott said.

To that end, Council will gonduct a "listening post” tour of the council area as well as undertake a phone survey of ratepayers and residents.
The “listening posts” will be manned by senior council staff and will be held at;

the Woodenbong Yowie Country Market on Saturday, October 25;
the Bonalbo Community Hall on Tuesday, October 28 (2-6pm);

the Kyagle Farmers Market on Saturday, November 1,

Staff will be an hand te explain to community members the various options for the future of the council, provide details on the long term financial plan, and
record community feedback.

No appointments are necessary, Just come along and have a one-cn-one chat with Council staff,

To help explain the factors which have led to the current situation faced by Council and to provide an overview of the actions Council has taken to date and
the options for the future, Councll has produced an easy tc read fact sheet which wilf be made available to ratepayers and residents.

braﬂ Long Term Financial Plan 2015/34

22% rale ncrease comparison

46% rate increase compariscn
To find out how the proposed 22% above the pegged limit rate rise will affect rates (including a comparision with neighbouring counclls), click here.
Te find out how a 46 % above the pegged limit rate rise would affect rates, click here.
To learn mare about Council's push to achleve financlal sustainabiliy click here or its move Bridge the Gaps click here.

Public submissions on the draft Long Term Financial Plan close on Monday, 24 November, at 4pm and can be lodged by clicking on the *Make a General
Submission® link at the bottom of this page. Written submissions can also be sent to the General Manager, Kyogle Council, PO Box 11, Kyogle, NSW,
2474,

The Draft Long Term Financial Plan at a glance

A serles of rolling above the pegged limit rate rises over the next five years (rates to rise by 22% above the pegged limit);

Anincrease in bridge replacement funding to allow the replacement of all timber bridges over a 30 year period;
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An increase In regicnal roads capital renewal funding to almost double the current levels;
Anincrease In local roads and streets capital renewal funding to almost triple current levels;
Provision of new sewerage schemes for Tabulam, Mallanganee and Wiangaree;

An increase In funding for community buildings,

The draft plan also provides for cutbacks to some services including:
Returning seme existing sealed roads 1o gravel after they are beyond routine maintenance. These would include Duck Creek Road, Tunglebung
Creek Road, Culmaran Creek Road, and Durhams Read.

The closure of some bridges after they are beyond routine maintenance. These would include Alcorns Bridge on Ferndale Road, Crane Bridge on
Old Tweed Road, Andrew Bridge on Willlams Road, Mitchell Bridge of Williams Road, Baileys Bridge on Baileys Bridge Road, Montgomery Bridge on
Iron Pot Creek Road, and Hainleys Bridge on Culmaran Creek Road;

Rationalisation of the transfer statlon facilities serving the Bonalbo, Tabulam and Mallanaganee areas with the view to providing one fagility to
service the whole area;

Closure of the Woedenbong landfill and replacing it with a transfer station;f

The disposal of three community buildings — Cedar Point Hall, Grove House, arxd Herseshoe Creek Hall -- to reduce annual operating costs.

# Print # Email to a Friend % Feedback
Popular Pages Quick Links Caontact Us Subseribe to Cur eNews
|
Positions Vacant Muke a Submission Kyogle Council Your Erail Address
Agerdas and Minutes Make a general submission 1 Stratheden Strest
Report A Lost Pet Kyogle, NSW, 2474
Tenders Make a Subnission ond DA Phore 02 8632 1671

Make a Submission ona DA Fax 02 6632 2228

Events Calendar ABN 15 726 771 237

Report a Problem
Let us know of any problems souncil@iyogle.nsw.gov.au

Give s Feedback
Provide feedback on how we can
Improve

' © 2015 Kyogle Council | Privacy Policy | Disciaimer | Sitemap BACK TO TOR



| FACT SHEET 1 Inncome

- Kyogle Council is a multi-purpose Council
servicing a Lecal Government Area [LGA) of
3,58%km?, 2,628km? of which is rateable land
and 2461km? of which is non-rateable land. Of
the non-rateable land, 926km? [or 26% of the
total LGA) is State Forest and National Parks.
There are 5,118 separate rateable assessments
within the LGA.

Council obtains its income revenue through
various sources. The primary sources are
general rates, fees and charges for specific
services and external grant funding. The
revenue Council receives from your rafes and
charges provides funds for the broad range
of services and projects it delivers to our local
communities. In addition to this rates revenue,
Council receives various grants from the State
and Federal Governments, such as an annual
untied Financial Assistance Grant to help
cover administration costs as well as specific

T

Kyogle Council

Swstvining our LGA

Council endeavours to maximise the revenue
received through external grants, there is no
other level of government with the capacity to
address the funding shortfalls identified across
the local government sector throughout
Australia.

It is possible for Councils to lock to increase
their general rates above the annually
pegged levels, but this can only be done with
the approval of the NSW Government and
only where a genuine need for the increase
has been identified and the local communities
have been consulted.

For the 2013/2014 financial year, Council has
estimated that it will collect $5.1M in general
rate revenue, resulting in a net amount of
$4.9 1M after allowing for concessions.

The table below shows average rafe
comparisons with other Northern Rivers
Councils for the 2011/12 financial vear, net of
pension and other concessions

| RICHMOND : TWEED NORTHERN

BALLII\IA BYRON I(‘I’DGI.E LISMORE
_____ B . VALLEY RWEESL
Area (km?) 485 544 3,584 1,288 3,047 1,308 10,277
Ratepayers 17,280 14,714 5,106 18,219 10,401 38,800 104,520
Rate Income 14,788 16,131 4,541 23,253 7,636 45,798 112,147
('000)
. Av. Rate $854 $1.094 1889 $1,274 §734 $1.180 $1.072

purpose grants sUuch as Roads to Recovery
and Black Spot Project Grants.

The revenue generated from water charges,
sewer charges, stformwater charges and
waste charges is used to fund those specific
services only. General rate revenue however,
is used to provide funding for a range of
general services including items such as roads,
recreational facilities, economic development,
emergency services and administration.

Council's general rates are subject to rate
pegging by the NSW Government, This means
that the Council is not allowed to increase the
total amount of general rates collected from
its ratepayers by more than the “pegged"
amount, which is set annually by IPART (usually
around 3%), Whilst the NSW Government is
reviewing the way that general rates and
gmn’rs apply to Local Government, these
remain essentially consistent from year to year,
‘with increases linked to pegged amounts

' defermlneci by the State Government. Whilst

Council is constantly receiving requests from
our residents for improved and/or increased
services, The vast majority of these requests
are for basic essentials such as roads,

bridges and drainage. As part of the NSW
Government's Integrated Planning and
Reporting requirements, Council prepared
detailed Asset Management Plans and an
Asset Management Strategy in 2012. This
process identified an annual funding shortfall
of $4.6M over the next. 10 years, an amount,
necessary to maintain the infrastructure
assets in their present condition. If Council is
to remain sustainable in the long term and
deliver the expectations of cur communities
and the visions of Council, additional income
must be sourced. The adlternative is a reduction
in service levels and further deterioration of our
infrastructure such as roads and bridges.
Based on the feedback from the residents
and ratepayers and through assessment of
the infrastructure assets under our control,
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Council has identified a list of priority works
across the major functions of roads, bridges.
urban streets, drainage, parks and gardens,
community buildings and swimming pools.
These works total over $40M, with over 10M of
them being identified as “Very High Priority”.
If these projects were io be delivered over a
20 year period, this would require around an
additional $2M per year.

It seems clear that residents, ratepayers,
Councillors and Council staff all know what
needs to be done; the issue is how we find
the funds to actually do it. There are five main
options available to Council and the local
communities to address the funding shortfall
and these are:

« maintain rates at the current pegged levels
and continue to make the most of the funds
that we have Gvullﬂbie fo spend occaphng

UPTlDN 'I - 15%

No one single option would be a solution to
the problem on its own, and o combination
of several of these options will be the best
way to find the sort of balance required to
address our challenges. As such, Council is
looking at a numiber of options for raising

its own source revenue through above rate
pegging increases. If ratepayers were to
contribute additional rates over and above
the "pegged” amount for each of the next

5 vyears, the following table outlines the
estimated additional annual income and rates
that could be achieved, including a total
additional income over the 10 year period
and the fotal additional rates expressed as an
amount in dollars per week. The total impact
proposed Is between $4 and $8 per week for
the average ratepayer.

OPTION 3 - 30%

BASE I.INE . OPTION 2 - 24% _
T 3% per annum above | 4.5% per annum above | 5.5% per annum above
Current Long Term rate pegging for 5 yrs rate pegging for 5 yrs rale pegaing for 5 yrs
Financial Pian (15% total) i24m 1a1al:| (30% total)
Rate | Annual Average | Total Averoge | Total “Average | Total |
Pegging | Raote Additionol | Additional . Additional | Additional | Additional ; Additional
VEAR (Eaes 1 ncome | Rdles L hcome (| o Rdies ¢ Weome | JFome | ecome.
2013/14 3.40% | 547,335 0 0 g 0 0 0
2014/15 | 3.00% | 5301755 29 150,302 45 230,630 56 285,677
2015/16 3.00% 53,460,808 &l 314,011 95 485,431 118 a04, 350
P2DENT 0 300% 5.624,632 | 4 492 054 150 764,418 187 252,097
2017/18 3.00% 5,793,371 i 134 685,425 210 1,075,764 264 1,353,264
201819 300% | 5967172 175 B95,149 | 277 1,415,815 330 1,790,503
201%9/20 3.00% 6,146,187 180 922,024 285 1,458,290 | 360 1,844,218
i 2020/21 3.00% 6330573 184 749 685 293 1,502,038 371 1,899,544
| 2021/22 | 3.00% | 6,520,490 191 978,175 | 302 1,547,100 | 382 1,956,531
2022/23 | 3.00% 6716105 197 1,007,521 | 311 ; 1,593.502 394 2,015,227
TDTA.LS . S4/week 6,374,369 | | St/week lﬂ 0?5 000 ; $E,r’week 12, ?DE 413

’rhcd service levels will reduce and CJSSE!T
disposals may be required; or

* incregse ourrates in order to increase the
funds available so that we can address

- more of our communities’ expectations; or

« continue to endeavour fo leverage
additional funding from external grants; or

» utilise the funds held as cash reserves to
address the highest priority areas in the short
Tg[ ; of

m g:oninupus Impmvamanf fhrough the

A ongcﬁng efficiency and effectiveness of
Council's operations to ensure the best
value for money in the delivery of services.

The options proposed for above pegging
Increases are modest, with none of them
seeking fo raise sufficient revenue to cover
the whole funding shortfall. The expectation
is that Council will still be pursuing the best
combination of the methods outlined above,
but it is also recognised that the main issue
that willimpact on our ratepayers is the
increase in general rates above rate pegging.
Council is now seeking feedback from
ratepayers and the many communities within
the LGA on their wnlrrngness to contribute.

to solving the challenges we face ihraugh

additional contributions of funcﬂng
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~ FACT SHEET 2

“Asset Management
Strategy

Kyogle Council is a multipurpose Council that
delivers a wide range of services to its local
communities. In order to deliver these services,
a wide range of infrastructure type assets are
required, such as roads and bridges, buildings
and other structures, footpaths, pipes.
playgrounds, plant and machinery. In 2012,
Council prepared a series of detailed Asset
Management Plans for these infrastructure
assets using the following groupings:

» Buildings and Community Facilities

* Parks and reserves

* Plant Equipment and Emergency Services
» Stormwater and Flood Management

+ Transport

» Waste Management Services

» Water Supply Services

» Sewerage Services

These infrastructure assets have a

total combined replacement value of
approximately $417M, with $298M of this
being Transport-related assets such as roads
and bridges. The annual cost to maintain

and operate these assets over their life time is
$17.2M per year. Council's cuirent Long Term
Financial Plan provides $13.9M per year of
expendifture for this purpose. This presenis a
funding shortfall of $3.3M per year over the life
of the assefs.

There Is also a $42.9M backlog of asset
renewal and upgrade expenditure, required
to bring these assets to what would be
considered a satisfactory standard. The

vast majority of this backlog is associated
with Council's Transport-related assets such

as roads and bridges. In order to address

this backlog over time, Council's Asset
Management Sfrategy has identified that an
additional $1.3M per year is required, bringing
the annual funding shortfall o a total of $4.6M
per year over the next 10 years.

The current 10 vear forward outlock is that
current service levels can be maintained

- for most services within the curent budget
allocation for the next 10 years, with the
‘exception dmenspeﬂ Because of the
5|gn|f“cr:m-::e of me ssues relating to Transpcﬁ

assets, separate fact sheets have been
prepared providing additional details in
relation to Council's road and bridges assets.
Council obtains funding for these assets
through various sources, primarily;

» general rates;
» fees and charges for specific services; and
» external grant funding.

Services such as Water, Sewerage and Waste
are funded through fees and charges and
specific purpose external granis. As such,
these services are accounted for separately
to those funded by revenue raised through
general rates and general purpose grants.
whilst the MNSW Government is reviewing the
way that general rates and grants apply to
Local Government, these remain essentially
consistent from year to year, with increases
linked to pegged amounts determined by the
State Government. Whilst Council endeavours
to maximise the revenue received through
external grants, there is no other level of
government with the capacity to address the
funding shortfalls identified across the local
government sector throughout Australia.

This leaves Council with little option but to
pursue an increqse in ifs own source revenue,
generated through general purpose rates. |t is
possible for Councils to increase their general
rates above the annually pegged levels, but
this can only be done with the approval of the
NSW Government, and only where a genuine
need for the increase has been identified, and
the local communities have been consulted.

The projected annual revenue from general
rates in the 2013/14 financial year is $4,.91M.
The budgets for expenditure of this revenue
across Council's various functions are shown in
the figure at the top of the next page.

As can be seen from this figure, the level of
expenditure on roads and bridges is of moest

significance. It is also Tmpﬂr'ran’r to understand :

that some of these services are compulsory
and must be delivered by Council in
accordance with legislative reguirements and
obligations. That is to say that Council does
not have the option to withdraw or reduce
these service levels. Some services are pari-
compulsory and part-optional, whilst others
are entirely optional. In these areas Council

can consider reducing service leva!s pruwded

to the local communities or removing the
services altogether.
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Roads & Bridges (41.0%) 1 1,945,291
Parks & Crown Reserves (9.2%) [ 437,425
swimming Pools (8.5%) [=== 402,887
Public Libraries (6.6%) == 313,553
Community Buildings (5.2%) =3 244,618
Waste (4.3%) [==1 205,405
Stormwater & Flood Mitigation (3.8%) [=3 188,356
Emergency Services (3.8%) =3 186,989
Town Planning (3.4%) B3 166,905
Economic Development & Tourism (3.1%) = 151,607
Administration (2.9%) =1 142,949
Environmental Health/Building Confrols (2.8%) = 138,767
Noxious Weeds (2.1%) 3 103919
Regulatory Controls [1.9%) B 95505
Art Galleries {1.6%) B 78,038
Public Cemeteries (1.2%) :|:| 58,987 THE PROJECTED ANNUAL
Community Projects (1.0%) P 48,221 REVENUE FROM GENERAL RATES
Pre Schools (0.3%) J| 17.062 IN 2013/14

Council has developed a strategy to address
the issues associated with the management .
of its $417M waorth of infrastructure assets.
This strategy requires the local communities
within the Kyogle Local Government Area o
work with Council in developing a balance
between the service levels we provide, the
funding available, and the level of risk we are
willing to accept. As part of the review of the
Community Strategic Plan, Council is now
seeking input from its communities on what
changes to services might be acceptable to
them, what services they may be prepared
to pay more for. and how much they may be
prepared to pay.
Councils Asset Management Strategy identifies
a number of options available for the long
term management of its infrastructure assets
such as:
. re iewing the function and condition
appropriate for each asset group taking into
nt:coun’t the level of utilisation;

~» demolition and disposal of assets that are

not critical or not delivering the required
service levels; and

*» improving assets where the improvement
provides a reduction in life cycle costs,
or a greater r resilience to damage or
ﬁiétéﬁamf‘ ion in condition.

f :Ilundl’s mission, goals and objectives have
L jso ﬁean e:amldared wifhm the overall

asset management planning process. It is
important to recognise that the provision

and maintenance of public infrastructure

is critical to the economic, cultural, social

and environmental needs of the local
communifies. Provision of services that meet
the needs of cur various communities is critical
in maintaining their way of life. Council has
limited resocurces and these same communities
need to provide Council with feedback

50 that we are able o set priorities for the
allocation of these resources,
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The road network is in a state of decline. The

_ FACT SHEET 3

Ee i R current funding is not sufficient to maintain the
Roads ond Streety road network and as such, Council cannot
Council maintains a road network of 1,319km deliver the level of service expected by its
made up of State Roads, Regional Roads communities. Funding for renewals Is well
and Local Roads. The State Road network is below that required to preserve the assets

maintained by Council on behalf of the Roads  that remain in fair to good condition. Many
and Maritime Services (formerly the Roads and  of these assets are at or near the end of their
Traffic Authority) and the Regional and Local useful life and require significant expenditure
Road networks are owned and maintained by  to bring them up to a satisfactory standard.
Council. The road network is broken down as The network contains a nurmber of narrow

follows: and winding roads and streets which do not
ROAD CLASS i huled Raad I.englh i Unsealed Road Length | Urban Streets Length | Sub-Total by Road Class
_ (k] | fkm| (k] (k)
State Highways | 12 ' 0 3 15
Regional Roads ' 106 ; 15 7 128
Local Roads I 214 [ 807 23 1,078
T T e e B i - SN : SE
i (km) [ 434 §22 63 1.31¢
Within these roads and streets there are also meet current engineering standards, or the
other significant assets that include: expectations of the residents and road users.

Funding for annual maintenance is also below
that required to maintain the assets in their
existing condition, or to ensure that rates of

» 109 causeways with a total length of 1,628m
on Local Roads;

* 253 Grids and 79 Gates on Local Roads deterioration do not increase. If funding levels
(maintained by the Permit holders); cannot be increased, reduced service levels
« 4,102 drainage structures with a total length  need to be agreed to in consultation with the
of 35.5km on Local and Regional Roads: local communities.
» 27.2km of guardrail and safety fence on The current budget f_or the maintenance
Local and Regional Roads: g;;g%%%?“dﬁﬂre_e*fr ‘15 32-?’3"\— gﬂf‘;ﬂ; 'E'Eﬂﬂ;f
: . : i or Regional Roads, $1,562, or
. él.l&df items of road side furndﬁure such as Enural Lesel Eoc]gds and $478,000 for Urban
signs, bus shelters and seats; and Streets. These allocations are required to cover
» 15.2km of footpaths and cycleways. _the costs of routine works such as pothole
In 2012 Council completed a Transport Asset patching. slashing, spraying, grading, patch
Management Plan covering its network of gravelling, clearing drains, street lighting.
roads and streets, as well as bridges. The signage, guardrail, guide posts and line
financial analysis undertaken as part of this marking. The funds available severely imit the
plan can be summarised as follows: extent of work that Council can undertake

» The total replacement cost of the existing each year and Council siiugdiSSiol maai fhe

: 7 ti
assets is $298M. This is made up of $96M expectations of IS eEiIRRIE=

worth of bridges, $17M worth of urban The impact of the high frgqugncy Okheovy N
streetfs and footpaths and $185M worth of rainfall events we have experienced over \
rural roads and drainage; recent years also needs to be acknowledged

in any discussion on the financial requirements

N

* The annual funding shortfall over the next for the ongoing maintenance of Council's
ten years is $4.05M per year. $3.0M of this road network. Council has received $12.6M
shortfall is associated with the capital in Natural Disaster funding for the restoration
replacement, or renewal. of existing assets; of dqmage to roads and &?r&ais between

._,F'“d 2008 and 2012, an average of $25M-per year,
:-5$?if'M worth of these assets are in poor to Des;:nﬁe the disruption to the road network at
war?epm}r cgmd‘hon ' varying levels during this fime, 1he~ mjec}hen of
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funds of this magnitude has allowed Council to
achieve significant efficiencies by combining

its maintenance works with flood damage
restoration works. This has meant that more was
able to be achieved with Council's funding than
would have otherwise been possible. In some
areas, primarily unsealed roads, this has resulted
in the condition of roads generally not changing
from their pre-2008 condifion, with some areas
improving slightly where expenditure has been
focused. However, relying on this funding source
on an engoing basis in the future brings great
uncertainty and risk. If weather patterns revert
to a more regular rainfall pattern that still causes
damage to the road network, but does not
result in Natural Disaster declarations, Council
could see a rapid deterioration of the condition
of the road network over the medium term (5-10
years) as it would not have the funds o repair
some damaged areas, and this in turn often
leads to accelerated rates of deterioration

of the roads. This is particularly of concern in
relation fo the unsealed road network.

Council's Asset Management Strategy
identifies a number of options available for
the long term management of its roads and
streets that can be achieved within the curent
budget. These can be summarised as follows:

» focus rehabilitation and upgrade
expenditure on the highest trafficked roads
and streets linked to the major arterial roads,
acknowledging that cther areas will not be
able to be r:onmdered

Strategk: Expenditure Arﬂu

to fully implement any of these programs, and

the long ferm life cycle cost benefits from these
programs will not fully eventuate unless they are
implemented in full. The programs identified are;

* Initial sealing of the most heavily frafficked
unsealed roads - $7M program, at an
average cost of $300,000/km. implemented
over ten years;

* Improve drainage infrastructure on rural
roads in order fo reduce the impact of
heavy rain, ensure adequate width for
passing vehicles and to make grading easier
and more efficient on the unsealed roads -
$4M program implemented over 20 years;

» Widen narrow sealed pavements to allow
vehicles to pass without the need to drive
an the unsealed shoulders, reducing
shoulder wear and avoiding accelerated
deterioration of pavements — $5M program
over 10 years;

* Provide kerb and guttering and widen narrow
urban streets — $2M program over 10 years;
and

* Reseal existing sealed roads that are still in
fair to good condition, so that the wearing
surface remains intact, reducing potholing,
cracking and ingress of moisture that lead to
accelerated deterioration of the underlying
pavement, causing potholing, rutting,
shoving and deformation of the road -
$30.000/km over a network of $386km and at
a reseal frequency of once every 10 years.

i ldeal Annual

Current Annual

Initial Sealing of heavily trafficked unsealed roads
Improve drainage infrastructure on rural roads
Widen narrow sealed rural roads fo two lane width
Provide kerb and guttering and widen narrow streets

Resecﬂmg of exuhng seuled ruﬂds in fclr to good conmhon

. i Current Annual
i Expenditure Expenditure Shorlfr.lll
$700,000 30 " $700,000
$200,000 $31.000 $16%.000
$500,000 $300.000 $200,000
$200,000 $75.000 $125,000
§1. ECID 000 $535,000 $645,000
$E BDI'.'I- 000 $";‘4] Qoo $1, 859 030

Sub- Tnh:ls

g :.r-*-fo_cus main’ranqnc:'a expenditure on highest

utilised roads and allow the condition of the
less utilised roads to deteriorate; and

« imposition of reduced speed limits on
sections of poorer quality road.

- Outlined below are a number of capital

works programs identified by Council where
improvemenis can be made fo the existing

road nﬁhyarkyihat will lead to a reduction in

' the long term cost of maintaining roads and

s‘fr‘éeis At present there is not sufficient funding

Counml COI"‘lTII"’IUES to 5irlve h:} improve ’rhe

efficiency and effectiveness of the work
methods applied to its roads and streets. We
have also identified cost effective programs
and strategies that can be implemented with
modest amounts of additional funding, that
will allow Council to deliver the type of road
network that can foster a safe, happy growing
community, and stimulate the economy of

the area. The challenge now is to source the
additional revenue required to deliver ihese >
programs over the next 10 years.



- FACT SHEET 4 - B ridges

The road network within the Kyogle LDCCI|
Government Area contains a total of 380
bridges with a combined length of over 7.1km.
The bridge network is made up as follows:

| Numberof ;.  Length of

Number of

T—y
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* Eliminate remaining timber bridges and
replace with concrete and steel structures
that provide a 100 year design life reducing
the annual maintenance requirements and
ongoing renewal costs.

Length of Sub-Total by

Road Sub- Tuiui by
Class Timber | Timber Bridges | Concrete Concrete Road Class ‘ Road Class
bridges {m) Bridges Bridges {m,r {Number of bﬂdges} {I.engrhofbridge«s]
' Stote Highways 0 0 28 892 2 ' 892
i Regional Roods 5 80 21 498 26 578
Lo Cﬂl Roads 207 2,991 119 2,451 324 5.642
Sub Tnials 212 3,07 168 4,041 380 7112

Council is financially responsible for the

bridges on Local and Regional Roads, which

have a total of 352 bridges. Of these, 212

are constructed from timber. These timber

bridges represent the single biggest challenge

facing Kyogle Council, from both a financial
sustainability and risk exposure perspective.

Many of these timber bridges were constructed

between the 1930s and 1250s and are near

the end of their useful lives. Council has a

bridge management strategy that has been

in place since 2004, but funding levels mean

that many of the remaining timber bridges will

not be able to be replaced before they are

beyond economical repair. Council prepared a

Transport Asset Management Plan in 2012 and

identified the following strategies for the long

term management of these bridges;

+ Increased structural condition inspections
in order to establish clear priorities for
maintenance and replacemenis and allow
assessment of load bearing capacities and
risk of failure;

» Focus expenditure on mdintenance and
replacements to the highest frafficked roads
and streets, working away from major arterial
roads;

« Compilation of data on heavy vehicle usage
across the network with a focus on school
bus routes, milk tanker routes and timber
haulage routes to assist in the strategic
decision making process;

« Imposition of weight and speed limits on
deteriorating bridges and other structures
when FEQLJJI‘E'd

? Demolﬁﬁc-n and disposal-of bridges where

dlternate routes pr:awde acceptable means
of aceess: Clnd ’

At present, Council's bridge replacement
program is focused on the replacement of
smaller single span structures, many of which
are able to be replaced with concrete pipe
culverts rather than bridge structures, in an
atternpt to reduce the overall number of
timber bridges. This strategy has worked well
over the last 10 years, reducing the number of
timber bridges by an average of ¢ per year,
from 304 in 2003 to 212 in 2013. The bridges
replaced during this period also included a
significant number of larger multi-span timber
bridges on Regional Roads (Clarence Way
and Mount Lindesay Road) that were funded
50/50 by the NSW Government through their
Regional Road Timber Bridge Replacement
Program, which no longer exists. Council will
continue to lobby both the State and Federal
Governments for funding to assist with the
replacement of timber bridges, however the
message from the current NSW Government
has been made clear by the Minister for Roads
and Ports, The Hon. Mr Duncan Gay MP, who
stated in April this vear:

“We 're doing what we can to help local
government in NSW but Councils need. fo
make clear decisions as fo where funding
should be allocated in their local area.
Councils also receive funding from their
local rates and the Federal Government
and if bridges are detericrating or need
replacing, Councils need fo prioritise
funding for the work."

Council undertakes an extensive program of

planned maintenance of its timber bridges,
using skilled staff and specialist plant and

equipment. Council also promotes efforts fo
maximise efficiency and effectiveness in this



rrry
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aredq, but despite this, the resources available
are not sufficient to halt the detericrating
condition of these timber bridges.

Council has also increased its capacity to
design and construct replacement bridge
structures over the last 10 years. This has proven
to deliver the best value for money for the
local communities, as well as providing some
local employment and a decrease in Council's
dependency on external contractors and
suppliers. We have also increased Council's
cdpacity to manage external contracts for
design and construction of larger structures,
allowing Council to take advantage of
opportunities for additional funding when they
eventuate, as was the case with the former
NSW Government's Regional Road Timber
Bridge Replacement Program.

Of the 212 timber bridges that remain, 66
are multiple-span bridges with an average
replacement cost of $425,000 each. These
multi-span timber structures present particular
challenges, as they have timber piers and
supporting structures that are often mid-stream
and/or at elevated height and are difficult to
access for maintenance and repairs, Whereas
the decking and girders are relatively simple
to remove and replace, these timber pier-
supporting structures are more complex.
This maans that over the life-time of these
structures, the girders and decking may have
been replaced several times, but these piers
may never have been replaced, and these
are the oldest timber elements that remain
in service. Council has recently developed
an innovative solution to this challenge that
allows these timber piers to be replaced by
galvanised steel piers, without demolishing
the structure and also keeping the bridge
open with limited service during the works. The
resulting steel stiuctures have been designed
such that they can support @ concrete deck
- structure when the funding is available for
the replacement of the remaining timber
components. A recent example is the timber
bridge at Grieves Crossing on Grady's Creek
Road at The Risk.
Council's current funding levels for bridges
are $880, GDQ per year for repicl-::ements and
$556,000 per year for maintenance. At this level
of expenditure it will take another 58 years fo
replace the rernmnmg*ﬁmber bridges. In this
time period, many of these will need to have

weight limits imposed, or be closed giioge’rher
This could have significant impacts en Thé local
economy and the health and wellbeing of

the affected communities. In order to see the
limber bridges replaced in the next 20 years,
the replacement budget would need to be
$2.45M, which is an additional $1.6M per year
to the bridge replacement program.

There is d long term economic benefit 1o
Council if this could be achieved. As the
number of timber bridges is reduced, the
requirement for maintenance and upkeep

of the concrete and steel structures which
replace them will also reduce. This could see
the current $550,000 per vear allocated for
maintenance, reduced to around $200,000 per
yvear, an ongoing saving of around $350,000
per year. As these replacement structures

also have a longer life than the existing fimber
structures, the annual funding for replacements
over the life cycle of the new structures will
reduce from the $2.45M required for the next
20 years, down to $1M per year, an ongoing
saving of $1.45M per year. After 20 years, this
would see the annual costs associated with
bridges reduced by $1.8M per year. In simple
terms, an additional $32M investment over the
next 20 years, would be offset by an ongoing
saving of $1.6M per year thereafter, making
the payback period for the $32M investment a
further 17 years. When planning for assets with
a life of 100 years, this is a significant return on
investment, which would contribute greatly to
the sustainability of the local communities and
the local economy.

Council will always strive for innovative solutions
to the challenges that a bridge network of

this magnitude presents, to ensure that the
best value for money can be achieved from
the available funds. However, the current
funding levels are not sufficient to maintain the
bridges in their current condition, or make any
improvements to the overall condition of the
bridge network as a whole. This means that the
remaining life of many of these structures will
expire before we can afford to replace them,
leading to closures, weight limifs, risk of failure
and the social and economic impacts thm

go along with each of these. There are r

bridges, but every bridge is the: r'nosi anaﬁqm |
bridge to somebody.




As you may now be aware the State
Government has appointed the Independent
Local Government Review Panel (ILGRP) to
examine and make recommendations on

the reform of Local Government, including
possible amalgamations of Councils in NSW,

The ILGRP has produced an interim report
that proposes Kyogle Council consider
amalgamating with Richmond Valley and/or
Lismore City Councils.

Council has previously canvassed the
communities across the Local Government
Area (LGA) on their level of support for an
amalgamation with one or more adjoining
Councils. The results of the last fwo residents
and ratepayers surveys are as follows:

* |n the 2009 survey, 26% were in favour of an
amalgamation; and

* In the 2012 survey, 28% were in favour of an
amalgamation.

In order to further canvas the communities
across the LGA in the current survey, Councll
has prepared a brief list of points, for and
against, for people to consider before
completing the survey guestions relating to
amalgamations. The lists provided are not
intended to be exhaustive, and are general
across the local government sector. There will
be a varying level of relevance to the issues
and challenges facing Kyogle Council and the
other Councils in the region, and also variation
from one Council in the region to the other.
These main points for and against are set out
below.

POINTS FOR AMALGAMATION

* |larger Councils are considered to be
rmore robust, stronger and more effective
organisations.

« Larger local Councils may have cost
advantages from economies of scale.

« Some local Councils lack financial viability
because they have a high proportion

of low income households and/or have
':iaé;‘s;ﬁamib}ﬁfy for large. low density areas.

%« Reseorch shows that up to half of NSW

Count::ils c{auld be financially unsustainable

Kyogle Council
Swstavining our LGA

with significant concerns about large -
infrastructure backlogs.

* The relative increases in operational
expenditure across the local government
sector is higher than the increase in
capital expenditure on infrastructure asset
replacement and renewals.

» Allows for cross-subsidisation from areas of
more sustainable own-source revenue to
other areas.

+ Easier for the State Government to manage
less Councils.

« tay provide access to a substantial
package of incentives from the State
Government,

POINTS AGAINST AMALGAMATION

* Small Councils can be as cost effective as
large cnes and provide greater and more
personal levels of service than do large
areas.

* Amalgamation could have sericus
consequences for local employment and
services, particularly in rural villages and
remote areaqs.

* Larger crganisations are behaviourally less
constrained and less fransparent than small
ones. Incompetence and corruption occur
more often in large Councils.

» Small Councils tend to be innovative in
management plans, financial planning,
out-scurcing work to the market and
comprehensive asset management,

» Different communities have different
preferences and needs. Such service
differentials are better achieved by small
local areas than by larger areas.

+ Small communities generate much greafer "
trust and social capital.

+ Small Councils make better use of volunteers
per head of populafion in community work.

* Amalgamation models adopted in
Queensland, South Ausiralia, Western
Australia and Victoria are arguably
unsuccessful. Queensland is currently

undergoing a process of deamalgdmdﬁen

of their super-Councils.
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ALTERNATIVES

An alternative to amalgamation that keeps
the local in local government while improving
efficiency is through the use of shared service
centres where Councils take a regional
approach o service delivery.

The best example of NSW Councils using a
shared service cenfre is Hunter Councilsin

the Hunter Valley where 11 Councils share
legal services, procurement, training and
other services. Hunter Councils' shared service
cenfre is run as a business, with the 11 Councils
represented on its board.

This could be achieved through the

County Council provisions that are being
recommended by the ILGRP to replace the
current system of Regional Organisations

of Council [ROC's). The existing County
Council provisions of the Local Government
Act allow the structure and functions of a
County Council to be tailored to the particular
needs and circumstances of a region.

The Panel believes that the membership

of County Councils should be compulsory
and automatically comprise the Mayors of
Member Councils and Chairs of Local Boards.

The Panel recommends that, at a minimum,
each County Council should have the
following set of core functions:

» strategic regional and sub-regional
planning;

+ regional advocacy, inter-government
relations and promoting collaboration with
State and Federal agencies in infrastructure
and service provision;

* management of, or technical support for,
water utilities;

» roadnetwork planning and major projects:

. ‘waste and environmental management
[including weeds and floodplain
management);

» regional economic development;
~ = library services: and
* high level corpcrufe services.

The new mulfi-purpose bodies would
_ ':lra c:-rbamf and replace existing County
h as Far North Coast Weeds, Rous

S faﬂer and Richmend River County Council.

The Panel makes it clear that County Councils
are NOT an additional tier of gmfernmani‘\
rather, their role is to work alongside their
member Councils as a joint entity o undertake
selected functions.

In its submission to the ILGRFP report "Future
Directions for NSW Local Government — Twenty
Essential Steps” in July this year, Council had
this to say about the Regional County Council
proposal:

Council recognises that there is a need
for change to provide improved regional
co-operafion and that Local Government
needs a body fo provide sfronger
lobbying power at a regional level.
Council generally supports the proposed
concept of the Regional County Council
model, but also recognises that there is
need for any such model to be designed
to suit the specific needs of the region.
Council is of the opinion that this is likely
to result in increased confributions to the
regional body for the constituent Councils
and consideration as fo how these cosls
can be met without impacting upon
existing budgets needs to occur. Council
is willing fo be part of a-frial process to
develop the model that best suits the
needs of the Northern Rivers region,

In relation to the proposal for amalgamations,
Council's submission had this to say:

Evidence of a material benefit fo the
local community needs fo be provided
to support the recommendation for
amalgamation, There also needs fo be
infarmation provided on what incentives
are on offer for Councils who enter into
voluntary amalgamatfions.

|




