ATTACHMENT 5 - Planned expenditure for the proposed special rate variation over the initial 4 years and actions in the Biodiversity Management Strategy
Note:allamountsinthe table below include rate pegincreases. For 2017/18 onwards, amountsinclude the assumed rate peg of 2.5%, as recommended by IPART.
Table 1: Biodiversity Management Strategy planned expenditure summary —Year1 to Year 4

BMS 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26
Action #
Cleaning up our own backyard
Planning and Processes
Review Operational Plan for Roadside Vegetation Management 1 20,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2005
Staged weed managementinroadreserve High Conservation 2 20,000 30,800 31,500 37,700 38,600 39,600 40,600 41,600 42,600 43,700
Value areas
Complete vegetation mapping forthe Lismore LGA 3 80,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Supporting the community
Recognition of community achievements 25 5,000 5,100 5,300 5,400 5,500 5,600 5,700 5,800 5,900 6,000
Strategic conservation projects (e.g. wild dogs) 28 10,000 30,800 31,500 32,300 33,100 33,900 34,700 35,600 36,500 37,400
Education actions 57,58 10,000 10,300 10,500 10,800 11,000 11,300 11,600 11,900 12,200 12,500
Subtotal $145,000 $77,000 | 578,800 586,200 88,200 90,400 92,600 94,900 97,200 99,600
Working with rural landholders
Implementation
Rural landholder ca pacity building - project implementation 44 33,400 107,200 105,200 116,500 | 120,900 124,500 121,300 131,300 127,900 132,000
Rural landholder capacity building - extension officer 45 86,000 88,200 90,400 92,600 | 94,900 97,300 99,700 102,200 104,800 107,400
Rural and ruralresidential collaborative information pack 46 5,000 5,100 5,300 5,400 | 5,500 5,600 5,700 5,800 5,900 6,000
Coastal Zone Management Plan implementation - riparian 48 38,600 48,400 44,700 48,100 | 59,200 55,700 60,000 72,600 63,000 62,500
restoration inrural areas
Communityandindustry group partnerships 47 20,000 30,800 36,800 32,300 | 33,100 33,900 34,800 41,600 42,600 43,700
Rate rebate program 38 0 10,300 10,500 10,800 | 11,000 17,000 17,400 17,800 18,300 22,500
Subtotal S$183,000 | $290,000 | $292,900 | $305,700 | 324,600 | 334,000 | 338,900 | 371,300 | 362,500 374,100
Working in the urban environment
Implement components of the Sport and Recreation Plan 54 20,000 21,500 26,300 26,900 27,600 28,300 29,000 29,700 30,400 31,200
Wellbeingand tourism initiatives 54 5,000 5,100 5,300 5,400 5,500 5,600 5,700 5,800 5,900 6,000
Weed managementinurbanbushland 52 25,000 30,800 31,500 32,300 33,100 44,100 34,800 38,000 39,000 37,500
Weed managementin priority urban riparianareas 53 25,000 25,600 26,300 21,500 22,100 22,600 19,700 17,800 18,200 18,700
Road andtraffic management for wildlife 13 26,000 25,600 26,300 10,800 16,600 5,700 17,400 0 18,300 0
Koala Plan of Management Implementation
Advisory Group 14 1,000 1,000 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100
Training programfor development assessment 36 10,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Koala habitat restoration program 14 30,000 35,900 36,800 32,300 33,100 33,900 23,200 35,700 36,600 37,500
Study: koala densityand population in koalaplanning area 14 30,000 0 0 16,200 0 0 17,400 0 0 18,700
Subtotal $172,000 | S145,500 | $153,600 | $146,500 139,100 141,300 148,300 128,100 149,500 150,700
Total per year $500,000 | $512,500 | $525,300 [ $538,400 551,900 565,700 579,800 594,300 609,200 624,400




Extract from Lismore City Council’s Biodiversity Management Strategy 2015-2035, demonstrating actions to be undertaken over the next 20 years.

INTERNAL

Getting our house in order

Figure 2. Broad structure of biodiversity strategies and actions.
(Section references identify where these strategies are discussed in detail).
Governance actions (section 5)

URBAN

Working in the urban environment

RURAL

Working with rural landholders

1. Council’s environmental management
(section4.2.1; table 3)

o Reviewing and updating LCC’s relevant
strategies and procedures

o Updating LCC’s operations for best practice

o Improving LCC's current partnerships and
developing further strategic partnerships

o Ensuring internal initiatives and partnerships
are effectively integrated into operations
and planning and implemented effectively

2. Development assessment (section4.2.2; table 4)
o Updating and formalising existing regulatory practices to develop a Biodiversity Development Assessment

Framework, Control Plan and Offsetting Policy
o Developing innovative ways to provide incentives for the protection of high conservation value (HCV) biodiversity
o Provide landscape-scale biodiversity management input for the Growth Management Strategy

3. Funding opportunities (section 4.2.3; table 5)
o Pursuing a range of funding options to support effective implementation of this BMS

4. Rural Landholder Initiative (section 4.2.4; table 6) 5. Urban Green Corridors Plan (section 4.2.5; table 7)
o Working with farmers to develop o Mapping and planning to connect and restore our

incentives and education that are mutually urban bushland and riparian areas

beneficial for biodiversity and agricultural o Creating bushland tracks and low impact

production recreation
o Creating incentives and rewards for biodiversity
stewardship
— - -

6. Education (section 4.2.6; table 8)

O Linking the community and landholders with information, opportunities and resources




1.1.1 Environmental management by Council

To fulfil the community’s vision of environmental leadership by Council, Lismore City Council (LCC) willreview and update its planning, processes and
operationsto ensure best-practice environmental management. LCCwill also act to ensure that updated strategicdirections within Council are integrated
effectively into all operations of Council. Council also aims to equip staff with the skills necessary to be able to apply operational changes effectively,
through trainingand further education.

Council will try to provide agood example of effective management of land and will work to develop genuine and effective partnerships with the
community so that togetherwe canimprove biodiversity values in the Lismore LGA. Council has developed arange of actions to ensure biodiversity is
managed on many levels. Overtime Council willmonitor, report on and continually improveits strategies to ensure ongoing improvement of its
environmental management.

Table 3 summarisesthe detailed actions and strategies that Council will undertake to build and enhance its own operations and to support the community
inrelation to environmental management by the LCC.

Table 3. Environmental management by Lismore City Council. The table details the internal managementactions of Council associated with its
environmental management.

KEY TO TABLES 3-9

ID#is the unique number givento each action inthe BMS sothatitcanbe easilyidentified and referred to consistently throughout thisreport.

Priority: Given as High (H), Medium (M) or Low (L), and colour-coded inthe table. Note that the priority assigned to strategiesis not a reflection ofthe importance of each action, but rather
an indication of Council’s ca pacity to undertake the actions with available resources. For example High (H) priority actions are the mostimportant and willbe undertaken soonerthanthose of
a lower priority.

Links: Referto the actions within overarching policies, strategies and plans (asabbreviated), with the numbers referring to sections within those documents: CAP2 —Northern Rivers
Catchment Action Plan 2 — 2013-2023 (CAP2); BRR — Border Ranges Rainforest Biodiversity Management Plan — NSW & Queensland; NRR — Northern Rivers Regional Biodiversity Management
Plan; CZMP — Coastal Zone Management Plan for the Richmond River Estuary; KPoM — Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management for South-east Lismore (for further details and references,
see section 4.2).

Partners (and elsewhere intable): BFMPC—Bus hfire Risk Management Plan Committee; DPI —De partment of Primary Industries; FNCW — Far North Coast Weeds; |PART —Independent Pricing
and Regulatory Tribunal; KIG —KPOM Implementation Group; LLS —Local Land Services; NCLHPA —North Coast Livestock Health and Pe st Authority; NLLSS—Northern Local Land Support
Services; NRCMA — Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority; NRWC—Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers Inc.; OEH — Office of Environment and Heritage (NSW); RFS —Rural Fire Senice
(NSW); RMS —Roads & Maritime Services (NSW); RRCC—Richmond River County Council; SCU —Southern Cross University; SFFA—Subtropical Farm Forestry Assodiation; WIRES— Wildlife
Information, Rescue & Education Service Inc. (NSW).

Indicative duration: Refersto the estimated time to accomplish the action. Actions maybe one-off with a predicted duration, others maybe ongoing.

Indicative budget: Refers to the monetaryresources requiredto achieve the action. Note that if the action re quires ongoing budget thenthe amount stated is the maximumperyear, as it
mayvaryslightlyfrom yearto year.

Funding Source: Potential funding options fora givenaction (see Appendix 6 for the discussion of funding options for the BMS).

Responsible party: Refers to the sections within LCCresponsible for coordinatingand deliveringanactionorthat needto be consulted.




plan; LG Act—Local Government Act; POM — plan of management; SOP —standard operatingprocedure; SRV —specialrate variation.

Other abbreviations: EEC — endangered e cological community; GIS —geographicinformation system; KPl —key-performance indicator; LCC—Lismore City Council; LEP —local e nvironmental

Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
duration source party

Planning and processes

1. X X . CAP2:3.2.2; As required | 1lyear $20,000 SpecialRate LCC
Conduct review of roadside vegetation BRR:10.1.3, Variation Environmental
Review LCC guidelines relevant to roadside vegetation, including: 12.4.8; (SRV), existing | Strategies

NRR:3.3.5, LCCbudget or | working with
(a) LCC’s Operational Plan for Roadside Vegetation Management (Lismore City 12.4.3,12.48 external grant | LCC Roads &
Council 2005) to: funding (see | LCCParks
i.  Facilitatethe staged management of areas of high conservation value (HCV) prpendlx 8
areaswithinthe Lismore LGA road reserves. Priority should be givento areas dqra ionof
containing oradjoining HCV vegetation or habitat. |sc955|ono
funding
ii. Develop best-practice on-ground methods to manage roadside weeds. options)
(b)  Develop mapping of roadside HCV areas using the most up-to-date vegetation
mapping.
(c)  Roadside conservationvalue area markers. This update will consider
opportunities for multi-purpose markers, which mayinclude interpretive signage.

2. . . CAP2:3.2.2; As required | Ongoing/ Upto SRV, existing LCC
Implement roadside weed management in HCV areas BRR:10.1.3, Annual $35,000 LcC budget or | Environmental
Implement staged roadside weed managementin HCV areas in Council-managed road 12‘4_'8; ;exte!’nal grant Straltfegles. h
reserves. This willbe informed by the mostcurrent Operational Plan for Roadside NRR:3.3.5, undlng.(see wor |ng(;N|t
Vegetation Management (Eco-Connections 2005). 12.4.3,1248 Appen ',X 8 LCCRoads &

for detail on LCC Parks
funding
options)

3. d . i " dland CAP2:3.2.2; As required | 6 months LCC (under LCC
Reduce maintenance costs of Councilmanaged lan BRR:5.7.4, existing Environmental
(a) Identify areas of community, operationaland otherland owned or managed by 5.7.5; recurrent Strat‘egies.

Council thatrequire intensive high-cost maintenance that could be converted toa NRR:3.3.5, budget) working with
less-intensive lower cost maintenance regime that would alsoyield biodiversity 5.4.30 LCCParks
benefits (e.g. converting lawns, which require intensive maintenance at a high

cost, intobiodiverse native plantings thatrequire less intensive maintenance at a

lower cost).




Priority | Links

Partners

Indicative
duration

Indicative
budget

Funding
source

Responsible

(b) Investigate the feasibility of options identified in(a) and, where appropriate,
update any plan of management.
(c) Implement feasible measuresidentified in (a) and (b) above.
(d) Develop aworkplan toupdate relevant LCC Parks strategic documents, including
the Public Land Plan of Management (Lismore City Council 1995).
(e) Update LCCParks strategic documents inan effort toreduce maintenance costs
and benefit biodiversity inthe LGA.
. ideli CAP2:2.1.6; As required | 6 months LcC
Review LCC Landscape Guidelines (2007) 43.2; Environmental
(a) Review LCC Landscape Guidelines (Lismore City Council 2007) to make it moreuser BRR:2.2.2 Stratfegies.
friendly for developers and members of the community not familiar with plant NRR:1.3.2 working with
species and vegetation associations. Forexample,include: LCCParks
i Grouping of local, native plant associations suited for particularsoil types,
aspector slope, along with maintenance requirements of particular
vegetationassociations.
ii. Coloured pictures to provide visual examples of recommended plantings.
.. . L. NRR:3.3.10 Rous 6 months; LCC (under LCC
Minimising clearing for essential infrastructure . - .
Water; As ongoingas existing Environmental
Minimise the clearing of vegetation for the construction of essential infrastructure, by: required necessary recurrent Stratggles.
budget) working with
(b) Identify areas of HCV in areas of land identified in the Lismore Strategic Road LCC Strategic
Review May 2013; relevant capital works plannedfor in the Strategic Business Plan Planning
for Water Supply and Waste Water Services; and the Rous Water 30-year Capital
Works Program. L
(c) Investigate options for altemative location of infrastructure to avoid or minimise
impactson HCV areas (e.g. locate proposedinfrastructure on cleared land or
within existing infrastructure corridors).
(d) Investigate the feasibility of optionsidentified in (b) above at the time proposed
new infrastructureis designed.
. . NRR:2.1.5 Relevant 3 months LCC (under LCC
Licencing - .
external existing Environmental
Ensure that relevantsections within LCC have appropriate expertise and licences to M contractors recurrent Strategies
work in threatened species habitat or endangered ecological communities (EECs). This i As . budget)
should be extended toarrangements with contractors workinginareas of HCV. required
— . CAP2:3.6.1; As required | 3 months LCC (under LCC
Development Application Conditions of Consent KPOM: 3, 7 existing Environmental
Develop a process tomonitor and report on: 22 recurrent Stratggles.
budget) working with
(a) Long-term compliance of Conditions of Consent associated with Development LCC




Applications.

The effectiveness of biodiversity offsets orcompensation measures associated
with Conditions of Consent for Development Applications, to achieve desired
outcomes.

Priority | Links

Partners

Indicative
duration

Indicative

Funding
source

Responsible

party
Development
and Compliance

(b)

For exotic trees that are heritage listed orin street or publicopen-space plantings,
use long-term planning to transitionto all locally native species (e.g. introducing
native strangler figs to mature Camphor Laurel trees to replace these in the long

8. M . CAP2:2.2.5; OEH; As 3 months LCC (under LCC
apping BRR:1.1.9; required existing Environmental
Review Council mapping system (including the public mapping resource; see NRR:1.1.4, rbetzjurrent Stra;ggles. h
http://mapping.lismore.nsw.gov.au/Exponare/PublicApplication2 1400X1050.aspx) to 2.1.5,1.48 udget) working with
consider new and updated information. This should include, butnot be limited to: Lcc [nformatlon
Services (GIS
(@)  Updating mapping of records of HCV species, habitats and communities using the Analyst)
Atlas of NSW Wildlife database (OEH) and identify HCVs as outlined in the BMS.
(b)  Simplifying the mapping records in Council’s mapping system by removing old
mapping data or clearly defining it for efficient use of the system. This shouldbe
appliedto the internal and external mapping systems.
(c)  Undertaking regular updates of Council’s mapping resources, as relevant
information becomes available and otherwise every 5 years to include records
from external sources, such as the Atlas of NSW Wildlife.
9. Input int . £ ¢ tol CAP2:2.1.3, As required | Ongoing/ LCC (under LCC
nput info reviews otasset management plans 3.2.2,3.6.4 Annual existing Environmental
Provide inputinto the regularreview of Council’s assets managementplanstoensure recurrent Stratggles.
that biodiversity values are considered. These plansinclude: budget) working with
LCC Assets
(@) Transport Assets Management Plan (e.g. includes roadside maintenance and areas Management
of HCV within Council’s road reserves; Lismore City Council 2013e).
(b) Buildings Assets Management Plan (Lismore City Council 2012a).
(c) Wastewater Systems Assets Management Plan(Lismore City Council 2013f).
(d) Land Improvement and Other Structures Assets Management Plan (Lismore City
Council 2012b).
(e) StormwaterDrainage Assets Management Plan (Lismore City Council 2012c).
10. CAP2:2.2.9 As ired | 1 LCC d LCC
Review Street Tree Master Plan 2008 ! require year . (%m er ]
3.2.2; existing Environmental
This review should include, but not be limited to: BRR:5.7.4, recurrent Strategies
5.7.5; budget) working with
(@) Transition toall locallynative street trees and urban plantings. NRR:5.4.30 LCC Parks



http://mapping.lismore.nsw.gov.au/Exponare/PublicApplication2_1400X1050.aspx

term).

Priority | Links

Partners

Indicative
duration

Indicative

Funding
source

Responsible
party

Information gaps and creating a baseline
To inform biodiversitymanagement in the Lismore LGA, continuallyseek:

(a) Toidentify gaps inknowledge of biodiversity in the LGAandadd to baseline data
on biodiversity, especially toidentify areas of HCV.

(b) Opportunities to work with community partners toincrease knowledge of
biodiversity and identify areas of HCV.

12.

Mapping of vegetation and bushfire hazard

(@) Council will consult with the Rural Fire Service (RFS) andthe Bushfire Risk
Management Plan Committee (BFMPC) regarding:

i Update the Bushfire Risk Management Plan for the Lismore LGA to takeinto
account the location and significance of areas of HCV, including Koala
habitat.

ii. RFS to provide a GIS layer of fire history for the Lismore LGA.

iii. Extend detailed vegetation mapping into the ‘GreenZone’ (asidentified in
Stewart et al. 2011) to directly inform bushfire hazard mapping for the
Lismore LGA.

(b) Provide any updated vegetation mapping to the RFS and BFMPC toinform bushfire
hazard mapping.

13.

Roads and traffic management for wildlife
(a) Forexisting roads, Council will:

i Work with relevant communitygroups toidentify road-kill hotspots within
the Lismore LGA.

ii. Audit existing wildlife road safety measures that willinform the following
action.

iii. Develop an integrated program of works for the implementation of a
‘toolbox’ of wildlife road-safety measures (e.g. speed reduction, wildlife
signage, wildlife care group signage, lighting, road verge maintenance,
exclusionfencing, underpasses, glider poles, and rope crossings) to target
road-kill hotspots identified in point i.above.

iv. Ensure the proper maintenance and management of any infrastructure
developed inline with the above actions.

(b) ForanyRoad & Maritime Services (RMS)-funded road programs within the

BRR: 1.1.9; As required | Ongoing LCC (under LCC
NRR:2.1.9 existing Environmental
recurrent Strategies
budget)
BRR:1.1.9; RFS; 1year $80,000 SRV, existing LCC
NRR:2.1.9 BFMPC; LCC budget or | Environmental
external external grant | Strategies
contractors funding (see working with
Appendix 8 external
for detail on partners
funding
options)
BRR: 10.5.3; Friends of Initial 5 years | Upto SRV, existing LCC
NRR:3.5.4, the Koala; then $26,000 LCCbudget or | Environmental
12.1.1, WIRES; alternate 2 external grant | Strategies
12.1.2, North Coast | years and funding (see working with
12.1.3,12.1.4, | Wildlife ongoing Appendix 8 LCCRoads, LCC
12.1.5; carers; for detail on Infrastructure
KPoM: 24,25, | RMS; KPoM funding Services &
26 Committee options) external
partners




Lismore LGA, Council will incorporate a ‘toolbox’ of wildlife road-safety measures
(e.g. speedreduction, signage, lighting, road-verge maintenance, exclusion
fencing and underpasses) in the design and construction of these roads.

Priority | Links

Partners

Indicative
duration

Indicative

Funding
source

Responsible
party

14. . o NRR:3.1.4 KIG Ongoing Action 14(a)i: | LCC (under LCC
Management actions detailed inthe KPoM $35,000 existing Environmental
(a) Council will continue to implementthe managementactions detailed in Table 1 of (ongoing); recurrent Strategies
the KPoM for the Lismore LGA. Thisincludes: Action budget) working with
14(a)ii: external
i Ongoing habitat restoration works. $30,000 first partners
. . . . . yea, then
ii. A study of density and population of Koalas inthe planning area. $15 000
iii. Implement the KPoM Implementation Group (KIG), as described inthe KPoM every 3
(Lismore City Council 2013c). years);
Action
(b) Where appropriate, Council will integrate management actions identifiedin the 14(a)iii:
KPoMinto the BMS (e.g. Action 14 could be undertaken in unison with KPoM $1,000
Actions 24-26). (ongoing)
15. . . . BRR:3.1.2 As required | Ongoing LCC (under LCC
Council emissions offsetting NRR:3.1.1 existing Environmental
Investigate opportunities to offset emissions associated with Council’s sale of renewable recurrent Strategies
energy certificates, toimplementrelevant qualifying BMS actions. budget) working with
external
partners
16. . . BRR:3.2.5 DPE; As As required LCC (under LCcC
Lismore Local Environment Plan (LEP) NRR:3.3.7 required existing Environmental
(a) Assist LCC Strategic Planning area to resolve deferred matters in Lismore’s 2012 recurrent Strategies
LEP, as discussed in Appendix8. budget) working with
LCC Strategic
(b) Work with LCC Strategic Planning and provide advice onthe strategic use of zoning Planning
for effective land-use planning associated with areas of HCV.
Operating procedures and training
17. . CAP2:2.2.6, As required | 1year Existing LCC LCC
Standard Operating Procedures 2.2.7,3.2.2, budget or Environmental
(a) Update or develop Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for best-practice 5.4.4; external grant | Strategies
environmental management. SOPs should include, but notbe limitedto: BRR:5.3.4, funding(see | workingwith
10.1.4, Appendix 8 LCC
i. Managementof roadside weeds to avoid and reduce the spread of 10.1.6; for detail on Infrastructure
environmental and noxious weeds. NRR:1.4.12, funding Services, LCC
ii. Workin sensitive environmental areas, such as wetlands, regenerating native 3.3.5,5.3.2, options) Roads, LCC
vegetation, wildlife corridors, wildlife habitat, bridge roosts, Special 5.4.5,1245, Parks & LCC
Environmental Areas (within Roadside ConservationAreas). 12.4.6 Works

iii. Vehicle andequipmenthygiene.
iv. Soil erosionand sediment control.




Partners

Indicative
duration

Indicative

Funding
source

Responsible

budget

v. Stripping, stockpiles anddumpsites.
(b)  Work with Infrastructure Services toidentify opportunities to update and/or
develop other SOPs for their operations.
(c) Implement operational changes, such as those mentioned above.
(d) Review SOPsevery 5 years to ensure currency with best-practice.
(e) Develop measurable key-performance indicators (KP1) for updated or new SOPs
(as identified in Action 17 (a)) to evaluate theirsuccess and toimprove actions.
18. Trainin CAP2:2.2.6, As required | 3years LCC (under LCC
8 2.2.7,3.2.2, existing Environmental
(@) Incorporate new or updated SOPsintoinductions, other workplace training and 5.4.4; Le(;urrent Straltfegles. h
ongoing professional development to ensure consistentimplementation of BSR' 5.34, udget) WCOCr ing wit
procedures. This will likely include: 10.1.4, L
10.1.6; Infrastructure
i. Integrationof new provisions into existing workplace training systems. NRR:1.4.12, Services, LCC
B . ¢ . . o g . fbiodi . 3.3.5,5.3.2, Roads, LCC
ii. Integration of provisionsinto pomtonr;g andreporting o |9 iversity 5451245, Parks & LCC
management toensure compliance and improvement over time. 12456 Works
(b) Develop internal LCCtraining alongside the startof any new orupdated planning,
procedural or operational policies, as soonas possible after theirimplementation.
(c) On-going monitoring to be undertaken to ensure new andrelevant policies are
being effectivelyimplementedand improvements made where possible.
(d) Setup appropriate intemnal staff procedures to ensure Council’s updated
operational strategies are transferred effectively intoon-ground operations.
19. . L BRR:5.9.1 As required | 2 months LCC (under LCC
Recruitment criteria - .
existing Environmental
Update recruitmentcriteria for staff of Council’s Roads and Parks sections to include a rbezurre nt Stra':.egles' h
minimum of Certificate 3 in Conservation Land Managementor equivalent qualification udget) working wit
as ‘Desirable criteria’. LCC Human
Resources &
LCC
Infrastructure
Services
20. Staff Trainin CAP2:3.7.1; As required | Regular To be LCC (under LCC
g BRR:5.9.1, intervals confirmed on | existing Environmental
Where relevant, promote participation by Council’s current and future employeesin: 5.9.4; investigation | recurrent Strat.egles.
NRR:5.2.5, budget) working with
(a) Conservationand land-management certificate courses. 5.3.3,5.45 LCCHuman
L . X i i i . Resources &
(b) Trainingin accredited weed hygiene practices (e.g.the equivalentto the Victoria LcC
Government’s WeedStop training). Infrastructure




Priority

Indicative
duration

Indicative

Funding
source

Responsible
party

(c) Conduct trainingin identification of weeds for field staff. Services
21. National Tree Day Planet Ark; | 2 days/year $1,000 Exis.ting LCC LCC.
Environmenta | Environmental
Continue to undertake Council’s annual Corporate Sustainability Staff Tree Planting Day. | Strategies Strateg'eS&
This will assist staff to fulfil ‘volunteerhours’ and build Council staff's understanding of M budg.e'F(Catc.h Council staff
the naturalvaluesinthe Lismore LGA and to promote the efforts of community Administratio
volunteer groups. n)and Fleet
Carbon Offset
fund
22. . . i . BRR:14.1.3; Community | 6 months LCC (under LCC
Partnering with the community to conduct works on Council land NRR:2.1.2; groups; existing Environmental
(a) Develop policies and procedures to enable the Roads and Parks departments of 3.4.6;19.13 | landholders recurrent Strategies
LCC to work with the community to manage native vegetation and weeds on budget) working with
Council-managed land. LCC Roads, LCC
Infrastructure
(b) Develop andimplementa Roads and Parks partnering program, whereby: Services & LCC
i.  LCCRoads andParks workwith private landholders and community groups Occupational
. . . Health & Safety
to undertake management of weeds in roadside reserves in exchange for Committee
management of weeds on adjacent private land. Priority should be given to
areasof HCV.
ii.  Alandholder registeris developedin whichcommunity members can
requestweeds be managed ontheir adjoining public road reserve. Priorities
would be determined based on the landholder undertaking management of
weeds on ‘theirside of the fence’ and whether the road reserve or adjoining
property contains areas of HCV. M

(c)

(d)

Develop documentation for environmental volunteers that:

Providesthe means for volunteer groups or individuals to work safely on
Council ownedor managed land, including road reserves.

Aims to supportenvironmental volunteers by providing informationto help
them continue their work in the bestand safest way possible.

Includesinformation on arange of important topics, including Council
support for volunteers, the roles and responsibilities of members of
volunteer groups, and essential information regarding insurance and
workplace health and safety.

In associationwith Actions 21(a),(b) and (c) above, considerthe option of
developing an ‘adopt a road’ or ‘adopt a road reserve’ program, whereby
community members or groups can voluntarily manage weeds withina givenroad
orroad reserve.

Devolved regulatory responsibilities and county councils

10




Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
duration source party
23. ved reeul bilit CAP2:2.2.2, | FNCW; 6 months LCC (under LcC
Devolved regulatory responsibilities 2.2.3,2.2.9, RRCC; Rous existing Environmental
(a) Audit and review Council's governance and agreements associated with existing 3.2.2,3.72, | Water recurrent Strategies
environmental management service providers, including Council’s devolved 5.4.3; (Lismore); budget) working W'th.
responsibility arrangements with relevant county councils. This will aimto: BRR:5.1.1, andas external parties
5.1.3; required
i. Assesstheeffectiveness of Council fulfilling its legislated obligations. NRR: 1.1.2,
ii. Improve efficiencies and ensure value for money. 63.1;
CZMP: 1b, 7b
iii.  Ensure anyadditional county council programs, beside those associated with
Council’s developed responsibilities, align with Council’s related strategies
and policies.
iv.  Reduce duplicationand improve efficiencies with Council’s related activities.
v. Undertake collaborative actions, suchas education andjoint events.
vi.  Ensure ongoing communicationand sharing of information between LCCand
county councils for strategic planning. This should be undertaken quarterly
with eachcountycouncil.
(b) Review Council’s agreementwith Far North Coast Weeds (FNCW) tofulfilaimsin
Action 23(a) andto ensure any New Pest Invader Alert and Rapid Response Plan
for the region has beendevelopedand isimplemented.
(c) Review Council’s agreements with Richmond River County Council (RRCC) to fulfil
aims in Action 23(a) and toensure effective implementation of the Coastal Zone
Management Plan for the Richmond River Estuary (CZMP) (Hydrosphere
Consulting 2011) and related education programs.
24, | | . Hvd h I CAP2:5.4.3; RRCC; Ongoing To be LCC (under LCC
Coastal Zone Management Plan (CZMP; Hydrosphere Consulting 2011) CZMP: 1a,3d, | CZMP confirmed on | existing Environmental
(a) Continuecommitmentsand involvement withthe CZMP Implementation 7a Implement investigation | recurrent Strategies
Committee, including: ation budget) working with
Committee RRCC & other
i Input into any review of the progress of the CZMP and monitoring of KPIs external parties
and the 10-year review.
ii. Involvementin initiatives to retain, rehabilitate and conserve existing native
floodplain vegetation.
Also see Action 48 (Table 6, below) for Council’s contributions to on-ground
implementation of the CZMP for riparian restoration.
Supporting the community
25. ) o iodi . CAP2:3.5.2, Community | Ongoing/ $5,000 SRV, existing LCC
Community contributionto biodiversity 4.3.1; groups; Annual LCC budget or | Environmental
BRR: 3.3.7; industry external grant | Strategies &
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Priority

Indicative
duration

Indicative
budget

Funding
source

Responsible
party

(a) Council willdevelopinitiatives torecognise and celebrate the achievements, NRR:3.4.1 groups funding (see LCC
contributions and stewardship of landholders, and other groups or individuals in Appendix 8 Communication
managing biodiversityin the Lismore LGA. for detail on s

- . . . funding

(b) Council will consider the following options: options)

i Developing annual awards for biodiversityachievementsin various

representative categories, withinthe ruraland urban environments.

ii. Hosting anannual event (e.g. morning tea) for National Volunteer Weekto
acknowledge the significant contributions of volunteers to the LGA and its
residents. This could extendto all volunteer groups or individuals across the
whole LGA andwill be collaboratively runwithin Councilacross all
departments.

iii. Further assistance as a form of recognising achievementsinand
commitments to biodiversity management.

(c) Council will recognise and promote the biodiversity management achievements
identified in point(a) above in relevant forums and publications (e.g. the Council
website, Facebook and the Local Matters publication).

26. Plants of local provenanc BRR:12.1.2; As required | Ongoing - LCC (under LCC
antsotlocal provenance NRR:1.3.2, existing Environmental

In order to promote the use of plants, seedlings and seed of local providence, Council 17.1.1; recurrent Strategies

will: KPoM:17, 18 budget)

(a) Develop aregister of local nurseries that propagate seedlings from seed that is of =
local provenance.

(b) Ensure that seedlings used in restoration or revegetation projects are propagated
from seed thatis of local provenance.

27. Non-fi iali i CAP2:2.2.3, Subtropical | 6 months To be SRV, existing LCC
on-financial incentives 2.2.9; Farm confirmedon | LCCbudgetor | Environmental

Council will seekpartnering opportunities toimplement non-financial incentives, such BRR:3.3.7, Forestry; mvgshgatlon exte'rnal grant Strat’egles'

as: 9.1.5; others as —will be funding (see working with

NRR:3.4.1, required incorporated | Appendix 8 LCC

(@) Provision of discounted or free native plants or materials for weed control to 3.4.4 under the for detail on Communication
qualifying landholders. This partnership would be developedalong with eligibility L Rural funding s & external
criteria. This may involve Council partnering with local native nurseries. Landholder options) parties

Incentive

(b) Council biodiversity stewardship product labelling incentives, whereby Council program
partners withand/or develops a product label and eligibility criteria to reward
biodiversity stewardship inagricultural retail.

28. Biodiversity conservation projects CAP2:2.2.3, Aboriginal Ongoing Up to SRV, existing LCC
Y proj M 2.2.9; and Torres $30,000 LCC budget or | Environmental
BRR:13.1.4; Strait external grant | Strategies

Seek, on an ongoing basis, towork with the community, including the Aboriginal and
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Torres Strait Islander community, and related organisations, to implement biodiversity
conservation projects (see Appendix5).

29.

Creating employmentand training opportunities

(a) Seekpartners tosupport training and employment opportunities for community
members, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, in managementand
control of weeds. For example, forming partnerships to collaboratively apply for
funding or assistance from regional, state or Commonwealth bodies to support
these actions, including use of the Green Army Program to implementweed
management inthe Lismore LGA.

(b) Undertakeatransparent and competitive Expression of Interest process to identify
suitable contractors to implement works related tothe BMS. This willform a
Service Provider Panel which will be reviewed and updated every twoyears.
Creating local employment opportunities will be considereda priority.

Priority

v vl

Links Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
duration budget source party
NRR: 18.1.4 Islander funding (see working with
community Appendix 8 LCC Community

for detail on Services &
funding external parties
options)

CAP2:2.2.3, EnviTE; Ongoing Grant funding | LCC

3.7.2; other Environmental

BRR:5.1.6, relevant Strategies

5.4.7,5.9.6, service working with

13.1.3, providers external parties

13.1.4;

NRR:5.2.5,

6.2.4,181.1,

18.1.3
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1.1.2 Developmentassessment

Conservation of biodiversity is a priority goal at national and state levelsandisintegral to achieving ecologically sustai nable development (NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service 2001). Biodiversity conservation requires cooperative efforts by all spheres of government, including local government. Loss of
biodiversityis closely associated with development and changesinland-use. Equally, substantial conservation opportunities also exist on private land.
Consequently, the privatesector hasa crucial role in biodiversity conservation (NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 2001).

With local knowledge and close community links, local government has the capacity not simply torespond to legislative requirements, but to take positive
initiatives thatset new directions forthe future. Consequently the LCC proposes to formalise development assessment processes through the actions set
outinTable 4. These actions provide clear direction for developers and ensure better strategic planning for biodiversity consideration, protection and
enhancementinthe process of development applicationand approval.

Table 4. Developmentassessmentactions. Actions associated with Council’s development assessment policies that affect biodiversity managementinthe
LGA.

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Links Partners Indicative | Indicative Funding Responsible
duration budget source party
Development assessment
30. . CAP2:2.1.3, | Asrequired 6 months LCC (under LCC
Formalise a developmentassessment framework - ]
3.2.2,3.6.1, existing Environmental
Develop a Biodiversity Development Assessment Framework that formalises current 3'6'?; Lecdu rrent Stral'ifegles. h
development assessment processes (consistent with details providedin Appendix4) BRR:3.2.4, udget) working wit
and which includes: 3.2.2,3.25, Lcc
4.1.6,4.1.7, Development
a) Development of a Biodiversity Development Control Plan (DCP) consistent with 4.1.20, and
regional biodiversity management plans. For example, sucha DCP will include 4.1.21; Compliance &
provisions that ensure: NRR:1.3.2, LCC Strategic
. . . L . . 3.1.2,3.14, Planning
i.  Likelyimpacts of developmentsandactivities adjacent torainforestand 3.3.2.3.33
related vegetation are fullyassessed and appropriate buffers included. 3'3'4' 3‘3‘8‘
ii.  Asset protectionzones for new developments are included within the 3.5.14;
development proposal area and do not affect, or require clearing of, CZMP: 6b
adjacentrainforestor related vegetation.
iii.  Flora of local provenanceis selected for revegetation and rehabilitation
projects.
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Priority Links Partners Indicative | Indicative Funding Responsible
HIIVE duration budget source party

iv.  Flying-fox camps are appropriately buffered to minimise land-use conflicts.
v.  Riparian areas have appropriate buffer zones surrounding them.
The Biodiversity DCP will consider Part 4 (development applications) and 5 (review
of environmentalfactors) of the EPA Act and will considerareas of HCV.
b) Development of a Biodiversity Offsets Policy toformalise current LCC practices
(consistent with provisions set out in Appendix 7). This will clearly state Council’s
preferred hierarchy of management—1. Avoid, 2. Mitigate, 3. Offset’. Council will
work closely with NCLLS and OEH to ensure this policy is consistent with current
NSW policy.
c¢) Amend the Lismore Local Environment Plan (LEP) to activate the Development
Assessment Framework.
Council intends toinitiate this action within 6 months of adoption of this BMS.
31. Review Devel ¢ Control PI CAP2:3.2.2, As required 6 months LCC (under LCC
eview Development LontrolFlans 3.6.4; existing Environmental
Review other DCPs to consider the objectives of the BMS andthe Biodiversity DCP BRR:.3'2'7" recurrent Strat.egles.
(Action 30). These include reviewing and updating: 2?;”3'2' budget) r’é’ék'ngw'th
(@) The Tree PreservationOrder DCP, which will be updated tobe consistent with CKPOM: 9 Development
regional biodiversity management plans, for example including provisions that M and
ensure: Compliance &
LCC Strategi
i.  Hollow-bearing trees and recruitmenttrees are retainedto ensure hollow- .ra eglc
; ) - Planning
bearingtrees are available intothe future.
ii.  Protection ofimportant remnant native vegetation and significanttrees (e.g.
threatened ecological communities and Koala habitat).
32. date i | dural d CAP2:2.1.3, | Asrequired 2 months LCC (under LCC
Update internal procedural documents 3.2.2,3.6.1, existing Environmental
Update procedural documents for LCC staff to reflect updates to any DCPs (Action 31) 3.6.4; recurrent Strategies
and the Biodiversity DCP (Action 30). Theseinclude, butare not limited to: BRR:3.2.4, budget) working with
3.2.2,3.25, LcC
(@) Internal DevelopmentApplication Guidelines. 4.1.6,4.1.7, Development
(b) Applicationassessment checklists. 21;2: acgipliance
(c) Standarddevelopmentapproval conditions. NRR:3.1.2,
3.1.4,3.3.2,
3.3.3,3.34,
3.3.8,3.5.14;
CZMP: 6b
33. . . . R CAP2:2.2.5, | Asrequired As necessary LCC (under LCC
Review of Growth Management Strategy (Lismore City Council In draft [Sep 2014]) 3.2.2,3.6.4; existing Environmental
BRR:1.1.2, recurrent Strategies
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Indicative
budget

Links Responsible

party

Priority

HIVEE

Partners Indicative
duration

Funding
source

Provide inputinto the review of Council’s Growth Management Strategy, including 2.1.2; budget) working with
input into development constraints, suchas areas of HCV and priority habitatand NRR:1.4.8 LCC Strategic
corridors. Planning
34. Review of Section 94 Contributions Plan CAP2:3.6.4 As required 2 months LCF (ynder LCC.
existing Environmental
Identify future opportunities underthe Section 94 Contributions Plan, and provide input recurrent Stratfegles_
and commentwhere necessary. This may include the inclusion of bushland tracks L budget) workmgwn.h
associated withthe implementation of a Trails Strategy within the Lismore Sportand LCC St.rateg|c
Recreation Strategy. Planning
35. . ) CAP2:3.6.4 As required 3 months LCC (under LCC
Regulatory incentives - .
existing Environmental
Council willinvestigate and pursue, where relevant, the use of regulatory incentives for M recurrent Stratfegles_
the long-term protection of biodiversity on private land. See Appendix4: Section 3 for budget) workmgwn.h
further detail. Lcc St'rateglc
Planning
36. Development assessment training As required 6 months $10,000 SRV, existing LCC
LCC budget or Environmental
Undertake Council staff training to ensure consistent use and application of the externalgrant | Strategies
development assessmentframeworks associated with Action 30 of the BMS andthe M fundmg.(see working with
Appendix 8 for | LCC
KPoM. detail on Development
funding and
options) Assessment
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1.1.3 Fundingopportunities

The successful implementation of the biodiversity conservation measuresinthe BMS requires an adequate revenue base, soitis importantto consider
carefully the financing of biodiversity conservation initiatives at the outset of the planning process.

Councils have awide range of sources of revenue, including rates, annual charges, user charges, fees, financial assistance grants, special purposegrants,
developer contributions, borrowings and investmentincome. LCC has reviewed its existing financial arrangements and investments in environmental
programs and has developed anumber of proposed actions to raise funds for biodiversity actions in this BMS (see Table 5).

Table 5. Funding opportunities. Actions forfunding options toimplement the BMS.

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
duration budget source party

Special Rate Variation

37. Special Rate Variation (SRV CAP2:2.25, | IPART;Lismore | 1.5years LCC (under LCC
pecial Rate Variation (SRV) 2.2.9,3.1.2 | community existing Environmental
Seek community feedback and any subsequent approval from the NSW State recurrent Strategies
Government for a SRV, to implement the BMS in accordance with the Independent budget) Work'ng"f"th Lec
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) process. The iterative application process Com_munlty
involves: Services & LCC
Finance

(a) Council’sresolutionto:

i.  Include consideration of a SRV to fund the implementation of the BMS with
this document for public exhibition and comment.

ii.  Consult the community on the proposed rate increase, as well as the need
and magnitude of an increase; alternatives that have been investigated;
intended community benefits andany other consequences; and to assess
the community’s capacity and willingness to pay additional rates.

(b) Based on Council’s consideration of submissions to the BMS and specific
community consultation ona proposed SRV, Council resolved whetherto apply, or
not, to IPART for a SRV to implement actions in the BMS.

(c) Should Council resolve to apply to IPART, Council will prepare anapplication to
IPART in line with the IPART Guidelines.

(d) Should Councilresolve to apply to IPART, Council will review its strategic planning
documents toinclude the intention of applying for a SRV.

Council’s proposal for a SRV is for an ongoing $500,000 to implement actions underthe
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Priority Links Partners Indicative  Indicative Funding Responsible
H N duration budget source party

BMS, which will apply to three rating categories: Farmland, Res/Rural and Residential.
See a ten year Budget Summary at Appendix 10.
At the earliest, the SRV couldstart inJuly 2016. However this would only happen if the
community supports it, Council applies to IPART,and IPART approves the application.
See Appendix 6 Funding Options for further detail.
Rate rebates
38. Ongoing Up to SRV, existing LCC
Rate rebates $15,000 LCC budgetor | Environmental
(@) Council willdevelopandimplement, where deemed effective, a rate rebates external grant Stratggles.
policy that complements other incentive programs. For further detail, see fundmg_(see \A{ork|ngW|th Lec
Appendix 6: Section 2. prpder1td|.)|<8 Finance
or detail on
(b) Continueto provide and promote opportunities, as described underthe Local funding
Government Act 1994 (LG Act), for landholders toapply to Council for rate options)
exemptions onland protected under eligible covenanting agreements. For further
details see Appendix6: Section 2.
Grant funding and partnerships
39. . CAP2:3.7.2;, | SCU; Ongoing LCC (under LCC
External funding BRR:14.13; | community existing Environmental
Continueto seek grant funding as opportunities arise, to fundactions of the BMS. NRR:5.2.5, oriamsanons; recurrent Strategies
Where possible Council will also strive to: 19.1.3 other budget)
government
(@) Use anybudgetallocationfor the BMS (including from a SRV), as well as Council agencies;
in-kind support, toleverage external grant funding, giving Council greater return others as
on its investment. Any funding achieved through grantfunding will be used to required
achieve greateron-ground outcomes for thatrelated action.
(b) Develop strong partnerships to share project management, monitoring and
evaluation and other administrative responsibilities associated with grant funding.
(c) Collaborate and form cost-sharing partnerships with community organisations and
other governmentagencies to undertake projects. An example is the current
project with Southem Cross University (SCU). Also see Appendix 7 for the design
of the Rural Landholder Initiative.
Other funding opportunities
40. X X . CAP2:3.5.2, | Asrequired Ongoing LCC (under LCC
Seek alternative funding options ) 3.7.2 existing Environmental
(a) Continueto seek novelmethods to attractfunding for investmentinto Le‘zju”e)“t Strategies
udget
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Links Partners Indicative  Indicative Funding Responsible
duration budget source party

biodiversity conservationand management.

(b) Consider developmentand managementofa perpetual fundthrough
philanthropic investment, seeking partnerships with organisations and community
groups to do so. See Appendix 6.4 for further detail.

41. X L . As required Ongoing LCC (under LCC
Seek funding within Council budget existing Environmental
Where possible or necessary, seek funding from Council’s existing budget. This is recurrent Strategies
especially importantshould other reliable funding sources (including a SRV) be M budget) working with LCC
unsuccessful and before any successful SRV is implemented. Community
Services & LCC
Finance
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1.1.4 Rural Landholder Initiative

The Rural Landholder Capacity Building Program (the Rural Landholder Initiative) is a specific project set outin Council’s Imagine Lismore Partnering
Strategy. The aim of the Rural Landholder Initiativeis to broaden Lismore’s capacity to develop and maintain a sustainable environment through
partnerships with rural land managers and primary producers, other private sector businesses, Landcare groups and natural resource managers to deliver

two key outcomes:

e Improve environmental outcomes through genuine partnerships with Lismore’s rural landholders.
e Initiate and support best-practice land management and thusimprove profitability of land and land-uses.

Althoughthe Rural Landholder Initiative was a standalone projectin Imagine Lismore, it has been incorporated into the BMS, as there are clear synergies
with the objectives of the BMS. The Rural Landholder Initiative has therefore become the delivery mechanism forthe rural components of the BMS. Table 6
summarises the actions to be taken within the BMS underthe Rural Landholder Initiative.

Table 6. The Rural Landholder Initiative. Management actions to be conducted within the Council’s Rural Landholder Initiative underthe BMS.

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Priority i Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
H/./I duration budget source party
Program design
42. ) CAP2:2.1.3,2.2.5, SCU; 8 months $30,000 LCC budget LCC
Design phases 2.2.6,3.1.1,3.1.2, | community ($15,000) Environmental
With Southern Cross University (SCU) and other stakeholders, Council willdesign a 3.1.5,3.5.1,36.2, | groups;LLS; and extemal | Strategies
long-term Rural Landholder Initiative. Theinitiative will be developedin phases (see 3.7.2,5.4.4 RRCC; grant
Appendix 7 for details): BRR:3.3.1; landholders; funding
NRR:3.4.1,19.1.3; | agricultural (SCu:
Phase 1:Design and conceptualisation of theinitiative. CZMP: 5b, 5¢ industry $15,000)
Phase 2:Consultation with rural landholders across five major sectors. bodies
Phase 3:lIdentification and development of incentives and policies.
Phase 4:Design of pilot project(s) and preparation of funding application(s).
43. . foi ) CAP2:2.2.5,2.2.6, SCU; 2 years $83,400 SRV LCC
Implementation of pilot projects 3.1.1,3.1.2,31.5 | community ($33,400) | Environmental
(a) Based on the designphase (Action 42), pilot projects will be used totestand 3.5.1,3.6.2,3.7.2; | groups;LLS; Existing LCC | Strategies
improve the proposed incentives and policies underpinning the Rural Landholder M BRR:3.3.2,33.5; RRCC; budget (one | workingwith
Initiative. NRR:3.4.1,19.1.3; | landholders; 0f$50,000) | LCC Media
(b) Council will seek further partnerships toimplement, monitor, report on and CZMP: 5b, 5¢ ggricultural Coordinator
improve these pilot projects. See Appendix 7 for details of the proposed pilot industry
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Priority Links Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
H/./I duration budget source party
projects. bodies;
contractors
Implementation
44, " CAP2:2.1.3,2.25, Community Ongoing Up to SRV, existing | LCC
Program rollout 2.2.6,2.2.7,2.2.9, groups; LLS; $120,000 LCC budget Environmental
Council will then implement a full rollout of financial and non-financial incentives as 3.1.1,3.1.2,3.1.5, | RRCG orexternal | Strategies
tested and adjusted. 3.5.2,3.6.2,3.7.1; landholders; grant working with
BRR:2.1.1,2.2.2, agricultural funding (see | LCCFinance, &
(@) Without pre-empting the outcomes of Actions 42 and 43, Appendix 7 provides a 2.2.3,3.1.7,33.1, industry Appendix 8 LCC Media
summary of possible financial and non-financial initiatives based on similar 3.3.2,3.3.533.7, bodies, SCU; fordetailon | Coordinator
programs around Australia. 5.4.5,5.5.3,5.7.3, | contractors; funding
M .
(b) Educationand incentives will increase the capacity of landholders and the 5.9.2,9.11,9.1.4, SFFA options)
. X R . 9.1.5,9.1.6;
community to conduct best-practice land management withthe aim of NRR:1.1.2 1.3.2
benefitting biodiversity and, in turn, ecosystem services and sustainable 1.4 :.l2. 3'4'1 '9'2’3
agriculture. The Initiative will provide easy-to-use informationand resources 16 1 5’ 16 21 e
tail d toindust 1 Al dix 7). e
ailored toindustrysectors (see Appendix 7) 10311311
(c) Council willseekpartnerships and funding opportunities to deliver the 13.1.2,13.1.8;
educationalinitiatives and incentives in the BMS. CZMP: 5b, 5¢
45. } cef | CAP2:2.1.3,2.2.9, Community Ongoing $86,000 SRV, existing | LCC
On-ground extension service for rural landholders 3.1.5,3.5.1,37.1; | groups;LLS; LCCbudget | Environmental
As identifiedin the Imagine Lismore 4 year Plan 2013-2017 (Lismore City Council BRR:14.1.2,14.1.5, | RRCC; FNCW; orexternal | Strategies
2013a), Council willemploy a Natural Resource Management Officer todeliver 14.1.6,14.1.7, landholders; grant working with
extensionservices and supportactivities underthe Rural Landholder Initiative (see M 14.1.7,14.1.8; agricultural funding (see | LCCHuman
Appendix 7). NRR:1.3.2,3.4.6, industry Appendix8 | Resources&
3.4.7,3.4.8,35.6, bodies; for detailon | LCC Community
19.1.2,19.1.4, contractor funding Services
19.1.6,19.1.7; options)
CZMP: 8a
46. he-d inf ion f I landhol CAP2:2.1.3,2.25, Rous Water; Ongoing $5,000 SRV, existing | LCC
To-the-door information for rural landholders 2.2.6,2.2.9,3.1.1, | RRCC; FNCW; LCCbudget | Environmental
(@) Incollaboration with stakeholders, Council will developand distribute an annual 3.1.2,3.15,37.1; | WIRES; NRWG orexternal | Strategies
biodiversity andland-management information pack to all ruraland rural BRR:2.1.1,2.2.2, SFFA grant working YVIth
residential landholders withinthe Lismore LGA. 2.2.3,3.1.7,33.1, funding(see | LCCMedia
3.3.5,3.3.7; Appendix 8 Coordinator,
(b) The above distribution of information will ensure: L NRR: 3.5.7; for detail on | LCC Community
i. Landholdersareaware of land-management incentives, resources and related CZMP: 5b, 5¢, 8a fun@mg se FVI'Ce'S, & I,‘CC
options) Administration

opportunities.

ii. Landholdersareencouraged totake upland-management practices that are
beneficial for effective management of their ecosystemservices.

iii. Minimisationofduplication of educational resources betweenlocal
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Priority Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
H/N/E duration source party

governmentorganisations (e.g. FNCW, RRC and Rous Water).
Partnerships
47. . L CAP2:2.2.5,2.2.6, Landholders; Ongoing Up to SRV, existing | LCC
Partnerships with industry 2.2.9,3.1.1,31.2, agricultural $10,000 LCC budget Environmental
Council will seek partnerships withagricultural industry groups to: 3.15,3.52,37.1; | industry orexternal | Strategies
BRR:5.4.5; bodies; grant working with
(a) Develop andimplementon-ground programs that benefit biodiversity CZMP: 5b, 5¢ community funding (see | LCC Media
conservation or ecosystemservice managementand sustainable agriculture. For groups; LLS; Appendix 8 Coordinator;
example, LCC willinvestigate partnerships with the Australian Macadamia RRCC; FNCW; for detail on | LCC Community
Society to: SFFA funding Services.
i. Identify, protectand enhance areas containing wild Macadamia populations M options)
to protect genetic stocks for the future.
ii. Ifpossible, provide accessto Council chippedgreen waste and a level of
accesstochipperstoassist Macadamia growers to manage soil erosion and
associated impacts.
(b) Develop andimplementland-managementinitiatives associated with delivery of
the BMS (e.g. education and incentives).
48. . | rivari ) RRCC; FNCW; 10years $449,750 SRV, existing | LCC
Partner for rural riparian restoration contractors; (over 10 LCC budget Environmental
Work with RRCC on the implementation of the CZMP (Hydrosphere Consulting 2011) others as years) orexternal | Strategies
and on-groundriparian restoration projects inrural areas of the Lismore LGA. This will required gra “f‘
include the management of priority weed species such as Indian Coral Tree. M funding (see
Appendix 8
for detail on
funding
options)
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1.1.5 Urban Green Corridors Plan

The Urban Green Corridors Plan isfocused on building and protecting biodiversity values in the urban environment through effective planning for, and
implementation of, connectivity of habitat. Actions (see Table 7) concentrate on promoting biodiversity values in the community and increasing
opportunities tointeract with and appreciate biodiversity through arange of initiatives.

Table 7. Urban Green Corridors Plan. Management actions to be conducted under the Council’s Urban Green Corridors Plan associated with the BMS.

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Priority Links Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
ﬂ.- duration budget source party

Planning
49. b d I CAP2:2.2.3, EnviTE; 1lyear LCC (under LCC
Urban Green Corridors Plan 2.2.5,2.2.9, county existing Environmental
Develop an UrbanGreen Corridors Plan in collaboration with stakeholders to: 3.6.4; councils; recurrent Strategies
BRR:5.4.3; SCU; Fotk; budget) working with
(a) Develop GISmapping using existing resources to identify: NRR:1.3.3, Landcare LCC Parks, LCC
. . . . . 1.4.12,335; groups Community
Existing habitat and bushland areasin the Lismore urbanarea. CIMP: 62 Services, LCC

e Existing habitat linkages throughout the Lismore urban area, including the
Wilsons River, wetlands, rehabilitation areas andriparian areas.

e Priority areasfor bushregeneration and plantings tocreate habitat
connectivity.

*  Priority riparian corridors and stormwater areas for rehabilitation or
revegetation.

Administration,
LCC Strategic
Planning & LCC
Development
and Compliance

(b) Identify areas of high-conservation value withinthe urban environment for
protection and enhancement, e.g. Platypus habitatalong Tucki Tucki Creek. M

(c) Develop adetailed bushregenerationplanto connectand enhance existing
bushland, riparian corridors and wildlife habitat for priority species. This
includes creating linkages with urban fringe habitats.

(d) Identify and determine priorities for management action throughout the
mapped urban greencorridors area to reduce existing threats to biodiversity
valuesandto determine priorities for future investment.

(e) Identify areasin the current Section94 Contributions Planandareas for future
considerationfor inclusionin the Contributions Plan.

(f)  Identify potential priority environmental offset sites for future developments
that arerequiredto offset theiradverse environmental impacts.

(8) Workwith relevant stakeholders tointegrate and share existing mapping and
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Priority Links Partners
H I e

Indicative

__duration

Indicative

budget

Funding
source

Responsible
party

information, including:
* Integrated RRCC mapping of priority restoration sites.
*  WilsonsRiverReachPlan.
*  Plan of Management for the Tucki Tucki Creek Recreation Reserve.
¢ LCCBushlandRestoration Report.
50. X Landcare; 6 months LCC (under LCC
Good Neighbourhood Program Lismore existing Environmental
Develop a Good Neighbourhood Program whereby: Men'’s Shed; recurrent Strategies
landholders; budget) working with
(@) Urbanlandholders adjacentto bushlandreserves or other important habitats, community LCC Waste
such as riparian sites, are rewarded for undertaking bush regeneration and and Services, & LCC
weed management on their properties. Rewards would likely be LCC community Parks
undertaking bush regeneration on ‘Council’s side of the fence’. groups;
(b) Landholdersarerecognised asin Action 25 (above). neighbours;
Landcare
(c) Council collaborates withstakeholders to develop and implementa green- groups
waste dumping awareness campaign and, where possible, an incentives M
program to encourage use of the Council waste facility.
(d) Council develops partnerships to constructand distribute wildlife nest-boxes
(e.g. for birds, possums and microbats) to willing landholders adjacent to urban
bushland areas. This wouldinvolve investigating partnerships with the Lismore
Men’s Shed and wildlife and Landcare groups.
(e) Urbanlandholders adjacentto bushlandare provided with information
regarding the best suited garden plantings to complement adjoining bushland.
This action will be complemented by action 57 whichimplements a ‘My Native
Garden’ initiative.
Implementation
51. . . CAP2:2.2.3, Landcare SRV, existing | LCC
Supporting community groups 2.2.9; groupscomm LCC budget or | Environmental
(a) Develop partnerships withand support community groups to implement BRR:5.4.3, unity groups; external grant | Strategies
priority bushregeneration and biodiversity conservation activitiesin both 5.4.5; WIRES; fundmg.(see
urban andrural settings, including: NRR:1.3.3, NRWC; Fotk; Appendix 8
M 5.4.1,5.4.2 RRCC; for detail on
i. Bushregeneration worksin priority HCV areas. EnviTE; NLSS funding
ii. Riparian restoration. options)
(b) Undertakeacommunity pilot project to provide a working example of this
initiative and totestthe procedures for partnering with community group.
52. . £ urban bushland CAP2:2.2.3, EnviTE; NLSS; | Ongoing Upto Existing LCC LCC
Restoration of urban bushland reserves M 2.2.9; contractors $119,000 budget Environmental
(a) Continuetoinvestin the restoration of Lismore’s urban bushland reserves BRR:5.4.3, (580,000); Strategies
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Priority Links Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
H IV duration budget source party
through weed managementand bushregeneration. Currentinvestment will be 5.4.5; plus, up to working with
increased where funding permits. NRR:1.3.3, $39,000from | LCC Parks
. . ) » o 5.4.1,5.42 a SRy,
(b) Continueto seek partnerships and funding opportunities toundertake priority existing LCC
weed management and bushrestoration inLismore’s urban bushland areas. budget or
(c) Continueto report on and determine priorities for urban bushland restoration external grant
works annually (also considering connectivity priorities in Action 49). funding (see
Appendix 8
(d) Continueto apply and promote best-practice weed-control management. for detail on
funding
options)

53. . EnviTE; NLSS; | Ongoing Up to SRV, existing LCC
Connectivity management county $25,000 LCC budget or | Environmental
Implement, in stages, the priorityactions to improve connectivity identified in Action councils; external grant | Strategies
49. This will include weed managementand bushregeneration inurban riparian SCU; Fotk; funding (see | workingwith
areas. Landcare Appendix 8 LCC Parks

groups for detail on
funding
options)

54. ) o ) CAP2:3.7.1, Landcare Ongoing $5,000 SRV, existing LCC
Community participation in biodiversity 4.2.1,4.2.3, groups; (ongoing); LCCbudgetor | Environmental
Promote community health and well-being associated with biodiversity and green 421 community up to external grant | Strategies
spaces, including: groups; $25,000 funding (see working with

community; (Sport & Appendix 8 for | LCCParks,LCC
(a) Development of a Feel Blue? Touch Green! program as describedin Beyond Lismore Recreation detail on Community
Blue to Green: The Benefits of Contact with Nature for Mental Health and Well- Botanic Planactions) | funding Services, LCC
being (Townsend and Weerasuriya 2010). The program will: Gardens options) Media

(b)

Promote the benefits of greenspaces for the mental healthand well-being
of the whole community, including the elderly and young.

Increase access tonatural environments toimprove the quality of life in
neighbourhoods.

Promote volunteering in natural areas as a means of increasing healthand
well-being.

Promote the integration of natural green, open spaces in future urban
renewal and development projects.

Input into the LCC’s Sport and Recreation Strategy to:

Develop orrestore, and connect, walking tracks in the Lismore bushland
reserve systemand in the Lismore urbanarea, toencourage safe, low-
impact recreational opportunities for the community.

Promote the appreciation of urban biodiversity values.

Develop a Trails Strategy to incorporate the above points. Developmentof

Coordinator, &
LCC Strategic
Planning
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Priority

H IV

Links

Partners

Indicative

duration

Indicative

budget

Funding
source

Responsible
party

(c)

(d)

(e)

this Strategy will involve a feasibility study to identify priorityareas their
cost benefits.

Develop interpretation signage and educational materials to increase the
community’s knowledge and appreciation for Lismore’s urban biodiversity
values. This may be associated with walking track initiatives.

Promote and increase the use of Lismore’s reserves, for example through
educational programs and updated maps of walking tracks.

Seek opportunities todevelop, implement and promote programs highlighting
the benefits to human health and well-being of biodiversity and greenspaces.
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1.1.6 Education

Biodiversity resources and values are availableforall to experience and appreciate, and the best way to deliver the goals of the BMS — improved
biodiversity outcomes —is through the support and involvement of the local community. Generating and harnessing community support and involvement
requires:

The development and delivery of education and training toimprove the general level of understanding of complexbiodiversity issues inthe community.
e Theuse ofincentivestoencourage beneficial changes of behaviourand, conversely, to discourage environmentally damaging behaviours.
e Therecognitionandreward of good environmental outcomes by the community.
e Up-to-date andaccessible datato show progress towards identified goals and to be able to monitorthat progress.

Opportunities for community engagement need to be tailored to the levels of experience, exposure, interest and availability of the local community, while
focusing on the overall goal of improving local biodiversityvaluesin the Lismore LGA. New ways of interacting with all sectors of our community need to be
developedto ensure that vital messages remain relevantand accessible.

Lismore City Council hasa role in both the development and provision of educational resources, as well as through partnerships with others to deliverthe
best outcomes on the ground. Particular aspects of biodiversity values that need improved knowledge in our community include the concepts of ecosystem
services, protection and management of habitat components, the presence of threatened species and their management, and activities incompatible with
maintaining and improving biodiversity values. The key focus will be to share information and provide resources to engage and build the communities
capacity relating to natural resources management and other managementissues. Table 8 summarises the education actions to be undertaken as part of
this BMS.

Table 8. Education. Education actions of Council underthe BMS.

Priority i Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
7H.. duration budget source party

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Education

55. ) ) CAP2:2.1.3,3.7.1 | Asrequired Ongoing LCC (under LCC
Up-to-date information existing Environmental
Regularly provide up-to-date information tothe community through Council’s recurrent Stratfegies.
communication mediums, including: budget) working with

LCC Community
(@) Social media, e.g. Council’s Facebook page and Twitter feed. Services & LCC
(b) Council’sfortnightly Local Matters publication (available at ?:Aem; ¢
http://www.lismore.nsw.gov.au/cp themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC- oordinator
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Priority | Links Partners Indicative
H IVl ~ duration

Indicative Funding Responsible
budget source party

NYS-33-27-08).

56. i CAP2:2.1.3, As required Ongoing LCC (under LCC
Website 2.2.4,2.2.9,3.15, existing Environmental
(@) Inform the community throughthe development of an Environment & 3.7.1; recurrent Strategies

Sustainability webpage on Council’s website. This website will be divided BRR:5.1.5,59.5, budget) working with
into intuitive and easy to followthemes. 5.9.7,7.1.6,915, LCC Community
14.1.9; Services & LCC
(b) Onthe website, provide resources and links for the community on how to NRR: 3.5.9, 5.2.4, Media
manage biodiversity ontheirland and, where possible, gain assistance to 5.4.6; Coordinator
do so. For example, the website will include links to: CZMP: 13b
i. Opportunities for Council funding and external grants, including
opportunities to lodge anexpression of interest in Council incentive
programs (e.g. incentive payments for managing and enhancing
ecosystemservices through the Rural Landholder Initiative).
ii. FNCW resources andevents (e.g. Look Learn Act website).
iii. Rous Water initiatives and events.
iv. Local Landcare groups, including Soil Care Inc.
v. Opportunities to pursue environmental productlabelling and
promotion of environmental stewardship, suchas Land for Wildlife.
vi. Voluntary land acquisitionand revolving funds (e.g. Nature
Conservation Trust of NSW).
vii. Relevant educational programsand resources,including the Weed
Warriors and Weed Web school programs.
viii. Pest management websites.
ix. Best-practice farming management practices for biodiversity and
commercial productivity benefits.
x. Keyresearch findings relevantto the Lismore LGA.
xi. Links to informationon the Subtropical Farm Forestry Association.
xii.  Links to local wildlife conservationand managementgroups.

57. 3 X CAP:2.1.3,2.2.6, | Richmond Ongoing Up to SRV, existing LCC
Community education programs 2.2.7,2.2.9,3.1.2, | Landcarelnc,; $18,000 LCC budget or Environmental
(a) Actively seek partnerships to develop, implementand promote education 3.15,3.7.3 Byron Shire externalgrant | Strategies

programs. Priorities for programs should be reviewed annually and NRR:3.5.9,5.3.3, | Council; Bogan funding (see working with
aligned withrelated actions within the BMS. Possible partnerships 5.3.5,10.11, Shire Council; Appendix 8 for | LCC Community
include: 10.1.15,12.3.1, | Australian detail on Services & LCC
12.3.13,16.1.3, Macadamia funding Media
i.  Relevant EnviTE employment andtraining programs. 16.1.4,6537 Society; other options) Coordinator
ii. Richmond Landcare Inc. workshops and events. fagrlcultural
industry
iii. My Native Garden (ByronBayinitiative). groups; Rous
Water; FNCW;
iv. Carp musterevent(BoganShire Councilinitiative) and promotion of RRCC; EnviTE;
commercial fisheries targeting Carp for on-sale through organisations such NLSS;
as the Ballina Fishing Cooperative. agricultural
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vi.
Vii.

viii.

(b)

Partnership with the Australian Macadamia Society for conservation and
erosion prevention programs.

Relevant Rous Water school programs.
Council’s Arts Hub (as outlined inImagine Lismore).
Agriculturalindustryevents.

Urban cultural and environmental educational programs that reflect
urban initiativesin the BMS.

In addition torural educationactions describedin section 4.4, seek
partnerships todevelopand promote community and landowner
awareness of:

i. The ecosystem services provided byand biodiversity values of hollow-
bearingtrees, dead trees, isolated paddock trees, fallen timber and
hollow logs.

ii. Identification and management of weeds, including priority species such

as Indian Coral Tree.

iii. The negative effects of dumping gardenwaste inurbanand rural

residential bushland remnants. This campaign may include incentives
such as vouchers providing discounted or free dumping of green waste.

iv. Best practice managementof wetlands and threatened wetland species,

including the Black-necked Stork (Jabiru) Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus.
This will include education onthe conservation of wetland species
habitat, especially floodplain wetlands, and abatement of key threats.

Priority

H IV

Links Partners

industry
groups; Fotk;
WIRES; NRWC;
community
groups;
community;
landholders;
schools;
WetlandCare
Inc.

Indicative
duratlon

Indicative

budget

Funding
source

Responsible
party

58. ) e ) CAP2:2.1.3, Wilsons River 6 days per $3,000 Existing LCC LCC
Continue existing education programs 2.2.9,3.71 Landcare; year, ongoing Environmental | Environmental
Council will continue to build and maintainits existing partnerships to varying pa rties Strategies Strategies
collaborate on the following educational programs: dependingon budget
event’stheme (catchment
(@) Council willpromote and participate inthe 2-day National Tree Day event administration
with partners such as the Wilsons River Landcare groupand sponsors M funding)
including the Lions Club, Planet Ark and City Toyota, providing resources
and catering.
(b) Promote Council’'s environmental strategies and initiatives atthe North
Coast National Lismore Show.
59. i d biodi i CAP2:2.1.3, As required. 3 months LCC (under LcC
Tourism and biodiversity L 3.7.1,4.21,42.3 existing Environmental
(a) Review thetourismresources and interpretation displays relating to recurrent Strategies
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Priority | Links Partners Indicative Indicative Funding Responsible
H duration budget source party

biodiversity in the Lismore LGA, particularly at the Lismore Visitor budget) working with
Information Centre, to include: LCCTourism,
Lcc

i.  Biodiversity values and specific biodiversity attractions in the Administration,

Lismore LGA. LCC Information
ii.  Visitor impacts on conservation reserves. Centre staff, LCC
Community
iii. Up-to-date maps of walking tracks. Services & LCC
Media

(b) Develop asustainability and environment display at Council’s
administrative centre in Goonellabah, alsoinviting partners to display
relevant information and resources.

Coordinator

60. . . CAP2:3.7.1, Community 3 months $2000 LCC (under LCC
Responsible pet ownership BRR:10.5.1, groups; existing Environmental
(@) Build on existing responsible pet ownership initiatives, including the 10.5.2; veterinary recurrent Strategies

promotion of: NRR:12.1.13, facilities; budget) working with

12.1.16 community; LCC

i Microchipping and registration of pets. Fotk Development

ii.  Theuse of collarsandtags. and Compliance

iii. Desexing petsatanearly age to reduce wandering and prevent & LCC Media
unwanted breeding. If possible Council will investigate options to Coordinator
subsidise desexing of Cats.

iv. Keeping Catsindoors atnight. M

V. The threats towildlife, including Koalas, posed by domestic pets.

(b) Review and identify current open space areas, and other Council managed
habitat areas, with significant biodiversity values, such as Koala habitat, to
exclude dogs under the Companion Animals Act 1998 (NSW).

(c) Work with the Council’s compliance department to identify areas suitable
for fenced off-leash dog areas in Lismore’s urban areas.

Where relevant, this initiative will be undertakenin conjunction with Action 26
ofthe LCC KPoM and the Companion Animals Act 1998.
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2 Governance

Lismore City Council (LCC) seeks to continually improve its management of biodiversity in the Lismore Local Government Area ( LGA). Although this
Biodiversity Management Strategy (BMS) is a plan for 20 years, it will be reviewed every 4years to ensure that Council is delivering the expected outcomes
and to ensure thatthe BMS continuesto address the priorityissuesinlocal and regional biodiversity management using the best knowledge and methods
available. This4yearly review will be done intime toinform the Council 4yearly delivery plan review processes. Council has developed arange of
governance actions to ensure these reviews seethe continual oversightand improvementin the BMS.

Table 9. Governance actions underthe BMS.

For the key to definitions and abbreviations used below, see Table 3.

Governance

61.

Review of the Biodiversity Management Strategy (BMS)

(a) Review the BMS every 4 years, including:
i

Update of mapping andbiodiversity databases of flora, fauna, vegetation,
ecological communities and areas of high conservationvalue (HCV),
incorporating current listings.

Review of on-ground actions in all sections of the BMS (including those in
Appendix 5) and incorporate managementactions or projects associated
with new regional priorities or listings of species, communities or
ecological communities.

Review of actions and priorities of actions based on any new science and
research or otherinformation that willimprove the ability of the BMS to
meet its objectives.

Review actions based on management of potential new biosecurity
threats.

Review actions based on changes to Local, State and Commonwealth
Government policies and legislation related to biodiversity management.

(b) Undertake community consultations as required.

BMS Implementation Panel

(a) Establisha BMS Implementation Panel to oversee the implementation of
management activities identified in the BMS, as well as the four yearly BMS
review, as identified in action61.

Pa = ) O O = d - Respo D
puage 0 e e P
CAP2:5.4.3; As required Ongoing $2,000 (to LCC (under LCC
BRR:1.1.10, implement existing Environmental
1.1.11,15.1.2, actions61 recurrent Strategies
15.1.6; and 62) budget) working with
NRR:2.1.10, internal
20.1.2 stakeholders
CAP2:5.4.3; As required Ongoing LCC (under LCC
BRR:1.1.10, existing Environmental
1.1.11,15.1.2, recurrent Strategies
15.1.6; budget)
NRR:2.1.10,
20.1.2
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State reporting

Clearly report biodiversity outcomes and successes as partof Council’s reporting
obligations under the 5-yearly Regional State of the Environment Report. (Regulatory
obligation)

Prlorlty Links Partners Duration Indicative
H -. budget

CAP2:5. | Asrequired | Ongoing $5,000
BRR:15.1.2;
NRR:20.1.5

Funding

Source

Under
Council’s
existing
recurrent
budget)

Responsibl

e Party

LCC
Environmental
Strategies
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