
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 

Commencement of 
Special Rates Variation 
Consultation Process 

 
Monday, 10 December 2012 

 
Gunnedah Shire Council agreed on 21 November to pursue a Special Rate Variation with the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal and is now seeking your views on the proposed increase. 
A series of community forums will be held from now until early February to enable community members 
to learn more about the process and to share their views. The first forum will occur in Gunnedah this 
evening from 5.15pm to 6.45pm at The Civic Theatre and whilst attendance was encouraged via the 
issue of invitations, no one is excluded from attending. If anyone should wish to attend please contact 
Mrs Olivia Ryder on 02 6740 2100. 
 
The next community forum will occur on the 20th of December at the Smithurst Theatre on Conadilly 
Street, whilst consultation with the villages will start in the second week of January. A full list of dates 
and venues is provided below. Should you wish to attend any of these please advise Mrs Ryder three 
business days beforehand. 
 

Location Venue Date Time 
Gunnedah Shire Council officers at 
Gunnedah Markets 

Gunnedah 
Markets 

Sat. 
15/12/2012 

0800-1000 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Thurs. 
20/12/2012 

1230-1330 

Kelvin Community Forum Kelvin Hall Tues. 
08/01/2013 

0730-0830 

Mullaley Community Forum  Mullaley Hall Thurs.  
10/01/2013 

1815-1915 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Sat. 
19/01/2013 

1000-1100 

Carroll Community Forum Carroll 
School 

Thurs. 
24/01/2013 

1815-1915 
 

Curlewis Community Forum  Curlewis Hall Tues. 
29/01/2013 

1800-1900 

Breeza Community Forum  Breeza Hall Tues. 
29/01/2013 

1930-2030 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Thurs. 
31/01/2013 

1715-1815 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Thurs. 
07/02/2013 

1200-1300 

 
 
Robert Campbell, General Manager, Gunnedah Shire Council urges all residents to have their say, 
noting that ‘Gunnedah Shire Council is aware of the significance of such a rate rise and is not embarking 
upon this path lightly, we encourage all community members to participate in the process, noting that 
these assets belong to all of us.’ 
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Former Mayor weighs in on SRV discussions 
Thursday, 13 December, 2012 

 

FORMER Gunnedah Shire Mayor Adam Marshall has weighed in on the Special Rate 
Variation (SRV) application following the council’s first SRV community forum on Tuesday 
night, which was well attended. 
 
Mr Marshall has joined with Mayor Owen Hasler in urging the community to attend future 
forums, take the opportunity to read the strategic planning documents (Operational Plan and 
the Strategic Asset Management Plans) and to make contact with council to ask questions or 
provide thoughts and feedback on the SRV. 
 
“Council has a reputation for being a very strong financial position with a healthy cash 
balance sheet, a very low debt service ratio and a robust investment portfolio, but this all 
masks the continuing underspend on asset maintenance and renewal over the past 20-30 
years, which was highlighted drastically when the council began its strategic planning process 
two years ago,” Mr Marshall said. 
 
“Council continues to be plagued by the same dilemma every NSW council faces – 
operational costs outstripping operational revenues year upon year – which over time sees 
the infrastructure backlog grow. 
 
“The need for a SRV is a symptom of 34 years of rate-pegging in NSW which has seen the 
bulk of council’s revenue increases not keep pace with the real costs of providing services 
and maintaining infrastructure, and everyone’s in the same boat. 
 
Mr Marshall said that while the previous council prepared all the strategic documents and the 
underpinning long term financial plans, upon which the SRV is based, it is the current council 
has been left with the task of continuing this process by lodging the SRV and undertaking 
more intensive community consultation. 
 
“Essentially, this is a continuation of the Integrated Planning & Reporting process which, due 
to timing and the caretaker period of the September election, the previous council wasn’t able 
to see through to the finish,” Mr Marshall said. 
 
“The reality is that council’s major costs have been increasing at a rate much higher than the 
rate pegging limit of 3.6% making it increasingly difficult to balance income and expenditure 
through the forward estimates. 
 
“Wages, which are set by the State Award, are increasing at between 3.5% to 4%, 
manufacturing costs from 7% to 8.5%, fuel and bitumen 10% to 13% and steel over 15% in 
the last few years – and that’s before you factor in the flow-on cost of the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme. 
 
“That’s why the SRV was flagged in the Long Term Financial Plan which underpins the 
Community Strategic Plan, all of which was placed on public exhibition and the subjects of 
numerous public workshops earlier this year.” 
 
Cr Hasler emphasised the continuing process from the previous council to the present 
situation. 
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“The decision made on November 21 was the result of the investigations and conclusions 
drawn under the Integrated Planning and Reporting process and is the result of a great deal 
of work by staff in determining asset  management and replacement issues.” 
 
 
 
“Consequently, it is extremely important for the current community consultation process to be 
undertaken during which residents and ratepayers will  have their chance to have a say on 
whether to maintain current services and infrastructure projects  or see a slow decline in 
community facilities and assets.” 
 
“In other words, do we want our aging pool complex to be renewed, our  roads re-sealed, 
waste management facilities up-graded to EPA standards, our air-strip re-sheeted, or are we 
prepared to see these expensive community assets downgraded and allow a future 
generation to wear the cost of renewal because we are not prepared to do so.” 
 
“There are choices, but they are difficult choices about how we see our future,” Cr Hasler 
said. 
 
“We are at a critical point of the development and growth of Gunnedah Shire so it’s important 
that everyone takes the chance to express their view so that we’re all involved in creating a 
positive future for our community.” 
 
Gunnedah Shire Council is now accepting feedback from the community which can be 
provided in person or by post at 63 Elgin Street, Gunnedah, by telephone on 02 6740 2100, 
or email council@infogunnedah.com.au.  A report on the consultative process will be provided 
to IPART and also made available to the public.  
 

Ends. 
 

Media contact: Isabella Raynolds 0439 339 926 

mailto:council@infogunnedah.com.au


 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 

Special Rates Variation 
Community 

Consultation Forum  
 

Monday, 17 December 2012 
 
Gunnedah Shire Council resolved on 21 November to pursue a Special Rate Variation with the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) and is now seeking your views on the proposed 
increase.  
 
Consultation with the community commences this month. At each forum you will be provided with 
information on the special rate variation before being asked to provide your views and to have your 
questions answered. The next community forum will occur on Thursday, 20 December from 12.30 to 
1.30pm at the Smithurst Theatre on Conadilly Street, whilst consultation with the villages will now 
commence in the third week of January. Please note that earlier Gunnedah Shire Council had advised 
community members that village consultation would occur in the second week of January. Gunnedah 
Shire Council would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.   A full list of dates and venues will 
be available on the Council website in the first week of January. Should you wish to attend any of these 
please RSVP to Mrs Olivia Ryder three business days beforehand. 
 
Gunnedah Shire Council, General Manager, Robert Campbell urges all residents to have their say, 
noting that ‘Gunnedah Shire Council is aware of the significance of such a rate rise and is not embarking 
upon this path lightly, we encourage all community members to participate in the process, noting that 
these are the communities assets that are there for the benefit of the community.’ 

 
Ends. 

 
Media contact: Isabella Raynolds 0439 339 926 
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Special Rates Variation Community Forums 

Thursday, 3 January 2013  

Gunnedah Shire Council resolved on 21 November to pursue a Special Rate Variation with the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) and is now seeking your views on the 
proposed increase.  

Consultation with the community commenced in December and continues throughout January 
and February. At each forum you will be provided with information on the special rate variation 
before being asked to provide your views and to have your questions answered. 

Please note that due to the high level of interest shown at the two special rates variation forums 
already held, times have been extended by one hour to ensure community members have the 
opportunity to express their views.  

It has also been necessary to move the start times of the Mullaley, Carroll, Curlewis and Breeza 
forums so that the forums do not go too late into the evening.  

It is expected that the information part of the forum will go for an hour with an hour provided for 
questions, should you wish to leave during question time that would be understood. 

Gunnedah Shire Council would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.  

Location Venue Date Time 

Kelvin Community Forum Kelvin Hall Tues. 
22/01/2013 

0730-0930 

Mullaley Community Forum  Mullaley 
Hall 

Wed.  
23/01/2013 

1800-2000 

Carroll Community Forum Carroll 
School 

Thurs. 
24/01/2013 

1800-2000 

Curlewis Community Forum  Curlewis 
Hall 

Tues. 
29/01/2013 

1700-1900 

Breeza Community Forum  Breeza Hall Tues. 
29/01/2013 

1930-2130 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Thurs. 
31/01/2013 

1715-1915 

Gunnedah Community Forum Smithurst 
Theatre 

Sat. 
02/02/2013 

1000-1200 

Gunnedah Community Forum  Smithurst 
Theatre 

Thurs. 
07/02/2013 

1200-1400 
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Council listens to 
Ratepayers 

 
Friday, 11 January 2013 

 
 
Gunnedah Shire Council has revised its proposed application for a special variation of rates to IPART 
and the Division of Local Government. The revised proposal would see a change in percentage 
increases together with the increase being spread over four (4) years instead of as in the original 
proposal which saw the increases spread over a three (3) year period. A comparison of the two 
scenarios is included in the table below, with "total increase" and " increase above rate pegging" shown 
alongside in brackets. 

 

Scenario 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 Cumulative 

3 year –  current 19% (16) 9% (6) 9% (6) 3.5% (0) 46.4% 

4 year –  proposed 9.4% (6) 8.5% (5) 9.5% (6) 7.5% (4) 39.7% 

 
Gunnedah Mayor, Owen Hasler said:  "I and fellow councillors, having heard the community’s concerns 
raised through the forums held to date,  and via correspondence, have given due consideration to the 
issues raised." 
 
"As a result the proposed SRV has been amended and the proposal now sees the increase as outlined 
above."  
 
Mayor Owen Hasler further explained that the variation in the proposed increase has been enabled by 
changing a number of factors, including: 
 

 The spread of the increase over the four years instead of three; 
 The change of timing for the swimming pool renewal where, instead of a spending $6 million, 

$1.5 and $0.5 in 2013/14, 2014/15 & 2015/1 respectively, the expenditure has now been 
realigned to be $0.5m in 2013/14, $1.551m still in 2014/15, and $6.595m in 2016/17; and 

 Leaving Council’s General Fund in a deficit operating result situation for the four years, out to 
and including 2016/17, rather than returning to surplus in 2013/14. 

 

"Whilst this situation of deficit budgets was of concern to a number of councillors," Mayor Hasler 
indicated, "however that eventuality appeared preferable as expressed by many in the community as 
opposed to what was considered to be an overly large rate hike of 19 per cent in the first year."  

"Given our present loan situation and loan history we are in a position to borrow if necessary should the 
need arise and this appears to be a preferable option for the community than the large rate rise in year 
one of the process," explained Councillor Hasler. 

"The four year option allows us to spread the burden over an extended period whilst achieving a similar 
outcome, "Councillor Hasler outlined, "and while we may have preferred to reach our goal of long term 
sustainability as soon as possible I don't believe that an extra year is going to negatively impact on 
council's operations and, more importantly, it appears to appeal to many ratepayers who had previously 
questioned the size of the increase in year one of the previous model." 
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"In addition to the changes to the general fund rates, the impact on ratepayers will be further reduced by 
amending the proposed increase for Gunnedah Water to a zero increase over each of the four years 
effected by the SRV." 
 
"This reduces the cumulative impact from 39.7% to 28.1% on the total rate bill of the average ratepayer 
which we believe will have significant appeal to the ratepayers as opposed to the first SRV model," 
commented Councillor Hasler. 

The impact of the revised percentage figures can be expressed in terms of an average Gunnedah 
residential property, assuming the full percentage increase is applied to the category, as follows: 

 

 

The Mayor outlined the main benefits from the changed proposal are: 

 The size of the increase in the first year is reduced from 19%, or 16% on top of rate 
pegging, to 9.4% and 6% above rate pegging. 

 The increase to the general rate component above rate pegging for the 4 years is now a 
total of 21% as opposed to 28%, equating to a cumulative general rate increase of 39.7% 
over the four years instead of 46.4%. 

 The additional year allows for greater flexibility and responsiveness to changes such as 
the possibility of additional revenue from voluntary planning agreements arising from 
mining development. 

Mayor Hasler advised that Councillors will very shortly be having further discussions about how the total 
proposed rate increases may be distributed across the residential, business, farmland and mining rating 
categories. This information will then be made available to the public through the further forums taking 
place after the 21 January and on Council’s Special Rate Variation website, 
http://yoursaygunnedah.com.au/ 

Ends. 
 

Media contact: Isabella Raynolds  0439 339 926 

Rate 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 
Total 

increase 

$ / week 

increase 

Real 

Increase 

$ / week 

increase 

Gunnedah Residential 707 773 839 919 988 281 $1.35 178 $0.86 

Gunnedah Water 170 170 170 170 170 0 0 -25 -0.12 

Gunnedah Sewer 422 456 492 522 553 131 $0.63 70 0.34 

Domestic & Green Waste 315 330 344 359 376 61 $0.29 15 0.07 

Waste Management Fee 65 65 65 70 70 5 $0.02 -3 -0.01 

Storm water residential 25 25 25 25 25 0 0 -4 -0.02 

Total rate bill 1704 1819 1935 2065 2182 
478 

(28.1%) 

$2.30 231 $1.11 
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Gunnedah Shire Council Workshops Rate 
Impact 

Wednesday, 23 January 2013  
 

 

Following a series of successful community forums and a comprehensive community engagement 
strategy, Gunnedah Shire Councillors met on Tuesday 22 January to further discuss the proposed 
rate increase.  
 
Councillors present were in broad agreement that the community have really embraced the 
consultative process and have actively provided their views on the proposed increase.  
 
 Mayor of Gunnedah Shire Council, Councillor Owen Hasler ,said : ‘The views expressed during 
the consultation period to date have led to Council agreeing that the rate increase should be 
introduced more gradually, over four years rather than the three as proposed in the first proposal.”  
 
“This has lessened the impact on concerned rate-payers whilst still being able to keep the level of 
assets and services that we all enjoy in Gunnedah Shire.”’  
 
“The consultation process has now also assisted Council in further progressing a key aspect of the 
rates proposal, namely the ratings mix,” explained Councillor Hasler. “ This is  a term which 
explains the fact that different percentages can, and will , apply to residential, business, farming and 
the mining sector.’  
 
“ At our  ratings workshop held on Tuesday it was determined, after several hours of detailed 
discussion,  that the mining sector would contribute a larger component of the total increase than 
the other three rating categories, namely residential, business and farming,” continued Mr Hasler. 
 
“ This discussion was  facilitated by a presentation by Mr Martin Rush, Mayor of Muswellbrook 
Shire, a community with a large mining sector and experience of the immediate and ongoing 
impact of mining,” stated Clr Hasler, “while additional information was also presented on Blayney 
Shire Council and their ratings system. “ 
 
The table below indicates the split and also further details the change in the three to four year 
scenario. “Total increase” and “real increase”, or increase above rate pegging, is shown alongside 
in brackets. 
 

Scenario 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 Cumulative 

3 year – 
previous 

19% (16) 9% (6) 9% (6) 3.5% (0) 
46.4% 

4 year – notional 9.4% (6) 8.5% (5) 9.5% (6) 7.5% (4) 39.7% 

Residential 7.4% (4) 7.5% (4) 8.5% (5) 6.5% (3) 33.4% 

Business 5.4% (2) 6.5% (3) 7.5% (4) 5.5% (2) 27.3% 

Farming 7.4% (4) 7.5% (4) 8.5% (5) 6.5% (3) 33.4% 

Mining 35% (31.6) 
18.6% 
(15.1) 

18.6% 
(15.1) 

15.8% 
(12.3) 

120% 
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The impact on the overall percentage contribution to rating revenue by each of the four ordinary 
categories is represented in the following table. 

 

Category Residential Business Farming Mining 

Contribution now 32.27% 19.09% 40.00% 8.64% 

At end of 2016/17 30.81% 17.39% 38.20% 13.60% 

 

Mayor Hasler noted: “Under the circumstances this was thought to be the best mix which 
takes into account ratepayers ability to pay.” 
 
“However, nothing is yet set in stone as yet, we still look forward to further ratepayer input and 
recognise that , ultimately,  the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal may reject all, or 
part, of our proposal,” suggested Clr Hasler, “ but we believe the community will be receptive 
to this proposal and can  have further input by utilising  yoursaygunnedah.com.au on our 
website.”  
 
In addition to the changes to the general fund rates, the impact for ratepayers will be further 
reduced by amending the proposed increase for Gunnedah Water to a zero increase over 
each of the four years; reducing the notional cumulative impact from 39.7% to 25.4% on the 
total residential rate bill. The impact of the revised percentage figures can be expressed in 
terms of an average Gunnedah residential property as follows: 
 

Rate 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 
Total 

increase 

$ / week 

increase 

Real 

Increase 

$ / week 

increase 

Gunnedah Residential 707 759 816 885 943 236 $1.13 133 $0.64 

Gunnedah Water 170 170 170 170 170 0 0 -25 -0.12 

Gunnedah Sewer 422 456 492 522 553 131 $0.63 70 0.34 

Domestic & Green Waste 315 330 344 359 376 61 $0.29 15 0.07 

Waste Management Fee 65 65 68 70 70 5 $0.02 -3 -0.01 

Storm water residential 25 25 25 25 25 0 0 -4 -0.02 

Total rate bill 1704 1805 1915 2031 2137 
433 

(25.4%) 

$2.08 186 $0.89 

 

Consultation continues this month and next month with the submission to IPART due on 11 March 
2013. 

 
Ends. 

 
Media contact: Isabella Raynolds 0439 339 926 
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MINING ASSISTS IN REDUCING RATE INCREASE 
 

Tuesday, 29 January 2013  
 
Gunnedah Shire Mayor, Councillor Owen Hasler, explained to Carrol Ratepayers how 
increased rating of the mining sector would effect other categories during his address at the 
Carrol Community Consultative meeting held last Thursday evening in the Carrol Public 
School Hall. 
 
“The fact that Gunnedah Shire Council will be receiving an additional $900,000 in income 
over the four year period, an increase of 120% in Mine rate revenue in that period, will allow 
us to vary the rate in the three other categories,” stated Councillor Hasler. 
 
“Consequently, the business, residential  and farming  rate will be reduced from the present 
19% ,32% and 40% of total rate income respectively, to 17%,31% and 38%. 
 
“This will mean a significant saving to these three sectors and is seen to be justified by 
council due to the significant impact that the mining industry is  having on the local economy, 
including councils’ operations,” explained Councillor Hasler. 
 
“At our recent forums in Kelvin and Mullaley ratepayers pointed to the increased costs in the 
operation of their business and farms as a direct result of increased demand caused by 
extractive industries which is pushing up prices of equipment and other items while some 
landowners have to now seek service requirements out of town as the local firms cannot cater 
for their service requirements any longer,” claimed Councillor Hasler. 
 
“Therefore, the increase in the mining rate from 9% to 14% of the total rate by 2016/17 is 
seen to be a fair outcome reflecting the changing dynamic of the industry base in Gunnedah 
and Council believe that the general ratepayers in the Shire will see this as a well balanced 
outcome given the necessity of council to seek a Special Rate Variation of 21% over the rate-
pegging limit over the period 2013-2017.” 
 
“The general feedback from the two meetings at Mullaley and Kelvin, the only meetings held 
since the decision regarding the categories was determined last Tuesday, was that given the 
proposed increase over the four year period which sees increases above rate-pegging of 6% 
(2013/14),, 5% (2014/15), 6% (2015/16) and 4% (2016/17), that the council is seen as 
seriously attempting to reduce the immediate  impact of the increases while ensuring the 
long-term objective of sustainability for the council,” stated Councillor Hasler. 
 
“We believe that this change in the contribution by the mining industry together with the 
holding of the water supply rate to a zero increase over the four years for residential 
ratepayers will be seen as a genuine attempt by council to accede to the expressed wishes of 
the ratepayers by spreading the burden as widely as possible within our rating base,” 
concluded Councillor Hasler. 
 

Ends.  
  

Contact: Owen Hasler Mobile 0429 686 373 
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Commencement of 
Special Rates Variation 

Application 
 

Tuesday, 4 December 2012 

 
 

 
Like many councils in New South Wales, Gunnedah Shire Council is facing significant challenges in 
continuing to provide the current level of services, facilities and infrastructure across our Shire. This is 
primarily due to the fact that costs have been increasing faster than the ability of the Council to generate 
revenue. 
 
It is the view of the majority of Gunnedah Shire Council’s elected officials that an increase in rates is 
essential to ensure this critical situation is addressed. Accordingly at the last Gunnedah Shire Council 
meeting it was agreed that Council would commence an application with the Independent Pricing and 
Regulatory Tribune (IPART) for an increase in rates to commence in 2013-14. Whether or not Council 
proceeds with the final step is subject to the views of the community. 
 
The Gunnedah Shire Council Mayor, Councillor Owen Hasler notes that ‘unfortunately local government 
assets have been consistently underfunded over the last twenty to thirty years. Prior to 2012, Gunnedah 
Shire Council, like many other councils, decided on a number of occasions not to increase rates to the 
maximum allowed under rate pegging legislation, this lost revenue has been significantly compounded 
over time and can only be redeemed by a significant rate rise.’ Councillor Hasler added ‘that whilst 
Council will continue to examine how to make efficiencies and explore the expansion of user pays 
services, these gains will never be able to make up the required shortfall. The community will hopefully 
understand that without an increase there will be further degradation of assets and services. ‘ 
 
The process towards a Special Rate Variation actually commenced much earlier when the community 
were consulted through the Integrated Planning and Reporting process and the development of a series 
of plans that were ultimately adopted by Council. The community were presented with a series of 
layered models ranging from leaving income unchanged, to providing sustainability of current operations 
to providing new assets and additional services. 
 
The preferred position of the 2008-2012 council was to sustain current operations via a commensurate 
increase in rates and whilst the Council did adopt a set of plans which required an increase of 20.4% in 
revenue, or commensurate cuts to costs, it did not act before the September election to pursue an 
increase in rates, leaving the newly elected Council to deal with the matter. 
 
 
Upon formation of the new Council elected councillors and senior staff looked immediately at the options 
before them, which were as follows: 
 

1. Increase annual revenue by the full required amount; 
2. Decrease annual expenditure by the full required amount; 
3. Pursue a combination of cost reduction and an increase in annual revenue; or 
4. Significantly cut expenditure on asset maintenance and renewal, which will 

significantly reduce the condition of assets (and possibly the failure or closure of 
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some) passing the problem on to another generation and also leaving Council 
vulnerable to takeover by a council with a better asset management record. 

 
Having weighed up the options, the present Council, at its meeting of 21 November, decided to proceed 
with an application for a rate increase. That is a ‘real’ (above inflation) increase to the general rate 
component of 16% in year one, and a further 6% per year in the two subsequent years (excluding the 
compounding effect) equating to 24% should it have been in a single year, but effectively 28% over the 
three years. 
 
This was an extra 3.6% on top of the proposed 20.4% suggested earlier in the year in order to address a 
number of extra items of high need identified which had not been factored in previously. 
 
Councillor Hasler has advised that ‘It should be noted that this level of increase relates only to the 
general rate component, and not to Domestic Waste, Water or Sewerage charges. For example, if your 
total rate bill is $1,800 and the residential rate is $803, with the remainder being made up of Water, 
Sewerage, Waste and Stormwater it is only the $803 that will be subject to this level of increase.’  
 
Gunnedah Shire Council will now advise IPART that it intends to make a submission for the increase.  
 
December will see the start of extensive consultation with the community in order to explain the process 
and the reasons for the decision and, to seek community feedback prior to finalisation of the formal 
application to IPART in March 2013. The consultation may also need to determine which items 
(operating and capital) will need to be removed from the draft plans to enable Council to balance the 
budget in the event that Council is unsuccessful in its application or elects not to lodge the final 
application for the required  revenue increase. 
 
Opportunities will be provided to ensure each and every member of the community is able to have their 
say. 
 
Councillor Hasler concluded that ‘This decision is considered to be the best outcome for the Gunnedah 
Community if we are to maintain service delivery as expected by the community; undertake the 
necessary maintenance and replacement/upgrade of assets and infrastructure; ensure indebtedness 
and loans are kept at a manageable level; and ensure the viability of the council into the intermediate 
and distant future and thereby prevent the threat of hostile or forced amalgamation.’ 
 
 

 
 

Ends. 
 

Media contact: Isabella Raynolds 0439 339 926 
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Gunnedah Shire Council 
63 Elgin Street, PO Box 63 GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380 

Administration Tel: (02) 6740 2100. Fax: (02) 6740 2119 
E-mail: council@infogunnedah.com.au 

Web: www.infogunnedah.com.au 

 

 

 

Special Rates Variation  

Community Consultation Feedback Form  
 

 

 
Council values your comments and feedback regarding the Special Rates Variation (SRV). Please fill out 
the below form and return it to council@infogunnedah.com.au, the feedback will be collated and submitted 
to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribune for their consideration.  
 

Name :  
 
 Email:   

Phone:   

Address:   

1)  I agree the SRV is necessary and support the proposed rate variation       
 I accept the SRV is necessary but believe proposed variation is too high      
 I reject the need for any SRV          
 

2) Do you own property within Gunnedah Shire Council?  
 If yes:  
   Business      
  Residential       
  Rural      
  Mining      
 

3) If you do not support the rate increase which assets would you ask Council to no longer maintain? 
 

5) Please list any additional comments.   

4) If you do support the rate variation, which assets/infrastructure would you like to see Council maintain?  
 

mailto:council@infogunnedah.com.au
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 Gunnedah Shire Council 

63 Elgin Street, PO Box 63 GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380 
Administration Tel: (02) 6740 2100. Fax: (02) 6740 2119 

E-mail: council@infogunnedah.com.au 
Web: www.infogunnedah.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Rates Variation  
Request Council to Present 

At Committee / Organisation Meeting 
 

Please register your interest for Council representatives to attend your Committee or 
Organisation Meeting to discuss the proposed Special Rate Variation.  
 
Organisation:  ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Contact name:  ________________________________ Position: __________________________  
 
Telephone:  ________________________ Email:  _____________________________________  
 
Meeting Date and Time:  __________________________________________________________  
 
Meeting Venue:  _________________________________________________________________  
 
Council will liaise with your nominated contact to confirm the most suitable time to attend.   
 
 

Gunnedah Shire Council 
63 Elgin Street, PO Box 63 GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380 

Administration Tel: (02) 6740 2100. Fax: (02) 6740 2119 
E-mail: council@infogunnedah.com.au 

Web: www.infogunnedah.com.au 

 
 
 

 
 

Special Rates Variation  
Request Council to Present 

At Committee / Organisation Meeting 
 

Please register your interest for Council representatives to attend your Committee or 
Organisation Meeting to discuss the proposed Special Rate Variation.  
 
Organisation:  ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Contact name:  ________________________________ Position: __________________________  
 
Telephone:  ________________________ Email:  _____________________________________  
 
Meeting Date and Time:  __________________________________________________________  
 
Meeting Venue:  _________________________________________________________________  
 
Council will liaise with your nominated contact to confirm the most suitable time to attend.   
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Service Area Asset
$

2012/13
$

2013/14
$

2014/15
$

2015/16
$

2016/17

 - Renewal of assets

Financial Management Workspace reconfiguration 30,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Procurement Fleet replacement program 397,559         267,031         532,659         269,140         316,167         

Saleyards Canteen air-conditioning 7,000             -                 -                 -                 -                 

Saleyards Scanner -                 10,000           -                 -                 -                 

Saleyards Scales -                 -                 50,000           -                 -                 

Saleyards Nightwatchman building -                 -                 -                 20,000           -                 

Saleyards Cattle crush -                 -                 -                 22,000           -                 

Information Technology Computer replacement program 41,800           90,000           110,000         105,000         61,500           

Information Technology Peripheral replacement program 119,300         40,000           20,000           6,500             74,700           

Information Technology Telecommunications system 65,000           65,000           -                 -                 -                 

Information Technology File System -                 -                 -                 30,000           -                 

Information Technology Business enterprise suite 5,000             5,000             5,000             5,000             -                 

Information Technology Operating systems 20,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Information Technology Records Information Management System upgrade 128,000              7,500             7,500             7,500             37,500           

Information Technology Customer Request Management System 37,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Information Technology Enterprise Software - System upgrade 29,100                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Information Technology Civica Authority Upgrade 4,500                  4,500             4,500             4,500             11,300           

Information Technology Enterprise Helpdesk Software 2,500                  -                 -                 3,000             -                 

Information Technology Interplan Management Reporting system (upgrade) 20,000                -                 -                 -                 20,000           

Information Technology Budget Management Reporting System (upgrade) ‐                      8,600             -                 -                 20,000           

Information Technology Computer Cloning System (upgrade) 2,000                  -                 -                 -                 2,000             

Information Technology Spatial Mapping (upgrade) 13,500                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Integrated Planning Community Strategic Plan Update -                 -                 -                 30,000           -                 

The Civic Digital Cinema Conversion 88,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

The Civic Carpet Replacement -                 -                 -                 -                 18,000           

Domestic Waste Overtopping and preparation of new waste cell 215,000              -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Leachate/Stormwater Management Works 185,000              -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Landfill Remediation - progressive 50,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Gunnedah Region Waste Management Strategy 35,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Filling/Capping Designs for EPA 30,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Update LEMP 30,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Recyclit Fencing 19,000                -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Landfill Remediation ‐                      50,000           -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Convert Carroll Tip to Transfer Station ‐                      -                 250,000         -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Landfill Remediation - progressive ‐                      -                 50,000           -                 -                 

Domestic Waste New Cell - Curlewis Tip ‐                      -                 50,000           -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Landfill Remediation - progressive ‐                      -                 -                 50,000           -                 

Domestic Waste New Cell and Water Diversion past Southern Boundary ‐                      -                 -                 -                 400,000         

Domestic Waste Extend Leachate Collection & Surface Water Systems ‐                      -                 -                 -                 200,000         

Domestic Waste Landfill Remediation - progressive ‐                      -                 -                 -                 75,000           

Administration Buildings Air-conditioner replacement program 15,500           15,500           15,500           15,500           17,500           

Administration Buildings Internal painting 35,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Administration Buildings Carpet replacement -                 80,000           -                 -                 -                 

Administration Buildings Community Care Building -  Carpet & Painting ‐                      60,000           -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Town Hall Upstairs 100,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Structural works 23,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Chair replacement program 14,000           14,000           -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Smithurst Theatre -                 -                 -                 100,000         -                 

Swimming Pools Pool complex -                 500,000         1,551,000      6,595,000      -                 

Parks & Reserves Park furniture replacement program 11,000           11,300           11,600           12,000           12,300           

Parks & Reserves Playground equipment replacement 40,600           41,800           43,000           44,300           45,700           

Parks & Reserves Griffiths Hall refurbishment -                 -                 20,000           -                 -                 

Parks & Reserves Council storage shed -                 20,000           -                 -                 -                 

Infrastructure Management Traffic Counter replacement 3,850             4,000             4,100             4,200             -                 

Infrastructure Management Laser Level Replacement -                 -                 -                 -                 2,900             

Airport Cone & Gable replacements 4,880             5,000             5,000             5,000             5,400             

Airport Runway - Surface realignment 87,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Airport Master Plan ‐                      50,000           -                 -                 -                 

Airport Fence Replacement ‐                      22,000           -                 -                 -                 

Airport Taxiway Resealing ‐                      -                 -                 68,000           -                 

Airport Reseal - Runway 11-29 ‐                      -                 -                 -                 458,300         

Airport Heavy Patching Apron B ‐                      -                 -                 -                 26,600           

Depot Pavement rehabilitation -                 -                 -                 15,000           -                 

Depot Refuelling facilitiy upgrade -                 108,000         60,000           83,000           -                 

Depot Fuel Tank Replacements ‐                      -                 -                 90,000           -                 

Depot Pavement Rehabilitation ‐                      -                 -                 15,000           -                 

Depot Ice machine replacement ‐                      -                 -                 1,500             -                 

Depot Refuelling Facilities Rehabilitation ‐                      -                 -                 -                 200,000         

Depot Bitumen Reseal ‐                      -                 -                 -                 141,000         

Bridges Simpsons Bridge renewal - SID -                 40,000           -                 -                 -                 

Bridges Simpsons Bridge replacement -                 -                 -                 1,370,000      -                 

Kerb & Gutter Kerb & gutter renewal program 360,000         371,000         382,000         393,000         405,000         

Urban Roads Pavement renewal Bloomfield St 490,000         857,500         490,000         490,000         387,000         

Urban Roads Pavement renewal Little Barber St -                 -                 -                 140,500         -                 

Urban Roads Pavement Renewal Links Rd -                 -                 -                 -                 229,000         

Summary of Capital Projects included in Operational Plan
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Service Area Asset
$

2012/13
$

2013/14
$

2014/15
$

2015/16
$

2016/17

Summary of Capital Projects included in Operational Plan

Urban Roads Bitumen resealing 508,055         523,297         538,996         555,165         571,820         

Urban Roads Gravel resheeting 39,351           40,532           41,747           43,000           44,290           

Regional Roads MR55 reconstruction 227,224         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Regional Roads Bitumen resealing 138,500         142,600         147,000         151,000         155,883         

Regional Roads Gravel resheeting 216,500         223,000         230,000         236,500         243,673         

Sealed Rural Roads Bitumen resealing 725,057         746,809         769,213         792,289         816,058         

Sealed Rural Roads Bluevale Rd reconstruction 450,000         463,500         477,000         491,500         506,479         

Sealed Rural Roads Pavement Renewals -                 -                 -                 -                 1,025,000      

Sealed Rural Roads Quia Rd reconstruction 220,000         250,000         -                 220,000         -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Kelvin Rd reconstruction 360,000         200,000         -                 -                 -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Preston Rd reconstruction -                 578,000         -                 -                 -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Wondobah Rd reconstruction -                 -                 280,000         100,000         -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Ghooli Rd reconstruction -                 -                 300,000         -                 -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Rangari Rd reconstruction -                 -                 -                 150,000         -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Clifton Rd reconstruction -                 -                 -                 250,000         -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Ross Rd reconstruction -                 275,000         275,000         -                 -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Wean Rd reconstruction -                 -                 171,000         -                 -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Blackjack Rd reconstruction -                 -                 -                 100,000         -                 

Sealed Rural Roads Black Stump Way reconstruction -                 -                 -                 206,000         -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads General resheeting program 632,996         651,986         671,545         691,692         1,050,096      

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Pullaming Rd 150,000         154,500         -                 -                 -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Trinkey Forest Rd 150,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Mystery Rd -                 154,500         -                 -                 -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Wondobah Rd -                 -                 159,000         -                 -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Clifton Rd -                 -                 159,000         -                 -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Bulunbulun Rd -                 -                 -                 163,900         -                 

Unsealed Rural Roads Resheet Normans Rd -                 -                 -                 163,900         -                 

Carparks Carpark reseal - Main Pool -                 33,300           -                 -                 -                 

Carparks Carpark reseal - Kapreotis -                 -                 10,300           -                 -                 

Carparks Carpark reseal - Athol Gallen -                 -                 -                 2,800             -                 

Stormwater Pit renewals 28,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Stormwater CCTV Data -                 -                 -                 -                 15,000           

Plant Plant replacement program 1,650,000      1,900,000      2,000,000      1,800,000      1,755,000      

Plant Two-way radio replacement 5,000             5,000             5,000             5,000             -                 

Water Main replacement program -                 440,000         413,000         446,800         440,800         

Water Main replacement - Palmer Cres 53,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Main replacement - Barber St 193,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Main replacement - Lt Hunter St 43,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Main replacement - Eighth Division Dr 80,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Main replacement - Conadilly St 67,500           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Main replacement - Quia Rd -                 -                 -                 155,000         -                 

Water Water service replacements 10,000           10,000           10,000           10,000           10,900           

Water Roof replacement Links Rd Reservoir 300,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Water Links Road No.2 Reservoir -                 125,000         -                 -                 -                 

Water No.7 Bore replacement -                 170,000         -                 -                 -                 

Water No.2 Bore replacement -                 -                 -                 206,500         -                 

Water Telemtery upgrade -                 -                 -                 166,500         -                 

Sewer Curlewis Sewer Pond Augmentation ‐                      107,000         -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Main relining 260,000         267,800         275,800         284,100         292,600         

Asset renewal sub-total 9,266,272      10,209,555    10,595,460    17,386,286    10,094,466    

 - Asset Upgrade

Saleyards Holding pens - shading -                 10,000           -                 -                 10,000           

Saleyards Double loading ramp -                 -                 80,000           -                 -                 

Information Technology Disaster recovery implementation -                 10,000           -                 -                 10,000           

Information Technology Website integration & expansion -                 -                 15,000           -                 15,000           

Information Technology Asset Management System ‐                      -                 -                 110,000         -                 

Library Gunnedah Library Books 22,500           22,500           22,500           22,500           25,000           

Events Gunnedah Event Signage ‐                      45,400           -                 -                 -                 

Administration Buildings Administration Building Alterations ‐                      350,000         -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Acoustic Treatment Town Hall 53,750           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Town Hall Renewal Works - Two Storey Section ‐                      300,000         -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Smithurst Theatre Upgrade ‐                      -                 40,000           -                 -                 

Parks & Reserves Showground lighting upgrade 40,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Parks & Reserves Showground grandstand upgrade 40,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Parks & Reserves Blackjack Creek mitigation works -                 -                 1,510,000      1,510,000      -                 

Sporting Fields Extension of Donnelly Fields Amenities Block ‐                      20,000           -                 180,000         -                 

Depot Noxious Weeds washdown bay ‐                      172,000         -                 -                 -                 

Depot Security enhancement ‐                      30,500           21,000           21,000           21,000           

Cemeteries Burial Beam 7,000             -                 -                 -                 8,000             

Cemeteries Security fencing -                 30,000           -                 -                 -                 

Regional Roads MR357 culvert construction -                 206,000         -                 -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Marquis Street Paving - Conadilly to Lt Barber (W) ‐                      79,000           -                 -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Marquis Street Paving - Conadilly to Lt Barber (E) ‐                      -                 73,000           -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Chandos Street Paving - Conadilly to Lt Barber (E) ‐                      -                 -                 73,000           -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Elgin Street Paving - Conadilly to Lt Conadilly (W) ‐                      -                 -                 -                 77,000           

Plant Total Station upgrade 27,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Treatment Plant design -                 200,000         -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Treatment Plant construction -                 -                 -                 6,000,000      -                 

Asset upgrade sub-total 190,250         1,475,400      1,761,500      7,916,500      166,000         



Service Area Asset
$

2012/13
$

2013/14
$

2014/15
$

2015/16
$

2016/17

Summary of Capital Projects included in Operational Plan

 - New Assets

Governance Risk Management System 25,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Governance Project Management System -                 25,000           -                 -                 -                 

Saleyards Holding yards -                 300,000         -                 -                 -                 

Saleyards LED Display 17,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Saleyards Av-Data Entry Gates 25,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Community Development Grant Officer - Office set-up -                 10,000           -                 -                 -                 

Cultural Development Gunnedah Community Live Plan -                 35,000           -                 -                 -                 

The Civic Push Around Scissor Lift -                 10,000           -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Deposition Centre 305,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Heavy Equipment Storage Shed, Wash Bay & Fuel Bun -                 200,000         -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Liquid Waste Management Facility -                 100,000         -                 -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Bobcat Acquisition -                 -                 60,000           -                 -                 

Domestic Waste Asbestos Disposal Area -                 -                 -                 75,000           -                 

Building Control Vehicle - Proposed Building Control Officer -                 35,000           -                 -                 -                 

Halls & Community Centres Motor Vehicle - Proposed Building Maintenance Officer -                 23,000           -                 -                 -                 

Parks & Reserves Blackjack Creek - Private Land Acquisition -                 150,000         -                 -                 -                 

Sporting Fields Namoi Playing Fields - Multi-purpose Use -                 -                 -                 40,000           -                 

Sporting Fields Sport Relocations to Donnelly Fields -                 -                 -                 20,000           -                 

Sporting Fields Parklands Sporting Precinct Roadworks -                 -                 432,000         -                 -                 

Sporting Fields Parklands Sporting Precinct - Development -                 37,000           250,000         -                 -                 

Commercial Property Purchase Walkway - 178 Conadilly Street -                 100,000         -                 -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Cycleway - View Street - Showground to South Street -                 64,000           -                 -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Footpath - Barber Street - Rosemary to Warranbungle -                 24,700           -                 -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Cycleway - New Street - Railway Crossing to Barber Str -                 -                 52,000           -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Cycleway - New Street - Railway Crossing to South Stre -                 -                 23,500           -                 -                 

Footpaths & Cycleways Wandobah Cycleway Loop Stage 2 - George to McAndr -                 -                 -                 -                 126,500         

Carparks Zantiotis Cark Park - Land Purchase -                 -                 -                 400,000         -                 

Stormwater Carroll St Drainage Line 75,000           178,000         38,000           -                 -                 

Stormwater Stock Road Interallotment Drainage 126,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 

Stormwater George Street Drainage Line -                 -                 -                 533,000         -                 

Stormwater Low Flow Ashfords Watercourse -                 -                 -                 50,000           -                 

Stormwater Stock Road Drainage Line -                 -                 -                 -                 55,000           

Stormwater Links Road Drainage Line -                 -                 -                 -                 50,000           

Quarries Investigate new quarries -                 30,000           30,000           30,000           -                 

Plant Grader control unit -                 -                 -                 12,000           -                 

Water New Reservoir - Apex Rd -                 2,200,000      -                 -                 -                 

Water Drinking Water Quality Framework -                 50,000           -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Flow Meter 30,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Pump design - Bloomfield St 62,000           -                 -                 -                 -                 

Sewer Pump Construction -                 260,000         -                 -                 -                 

New asset sub-total 665,000         3,831,700      885,500         1,160,000      231,500         

Total capital projects 10,121,522    15,516,655    13,242,460    26,462,786    10,491,966    

Renewal: Replacement of existing asset with one of equivalent serivce level capacity or performance capability

Upgrade: Replacement of existing asset with one of a greater service level capacity or performance capability

New: Acquisition or creation of a new asset to increase service level capacity or performance capability
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