Fact Sheet

Applications to vary WIC Act licences for
Huntlee Scheme

24 November 2022

1 Topic

The NSW Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) is the NSW Government body
responsible for assessing applications for network operator and retail supplier's licences for
private water utilities in NS\W.

Altogether Huntlee Water Pty Ltd (Altogether Huntlee) and Altogether Group Pty Ltd (Altogether
Group) have applied to vary their network operator's licence (15_030) and a retail supplier's
licence (13_001R), under the Water Industry Competition Act 2006 (NSW) (the WIC Act).

The applications relate to the Huntlee scheme which currently provides drinking water, recycled
water and sewerage services to the scheme’s residential and commercial customers, in Rothbury
and North Rothbury in the Cessnock City and Singleton Shire local government areas.

IPART is seeking comments from stakeholders as part of our assessment of Altogether Huntlee
and Altogether Group's applications.

2 Changes to licensed activities

The Huntlee Scheme collects sewage from homes and businesses and treats the sewage to
produce recycled water to be distributed back to homes and businesses through a recycled
water reticulation network. The scheme also supplies drinking water from Hunter Water's drinking
water network at four different bulk supply points.

Altogether Huntlee and Altogether Group have applied:
o toadd new end-uses for recycled water (ornamental water features, general washdown,
street cleaning and use of process water at the recycled water treatment plant), and

o toadd drinking and recycled water storage tanks on Lot 471 DP 1201681 (DA already
approved by Cessnock City Council, consent 8/2018/853/1).

3 Changes to the area of operations

Altogether Huntlee and Altogether Group have applied to extend the network and retail licence
area of operations to supply recycled water, drinking water and sewerage services to additional
customers.
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The application for extending the area of operations aligns with the current Huntlee Stage 1
project masterplan boundaries as shown in the DA approved by the Department of Planning and
Environment. Refer to NSW Major Projects page for this development at
https.//pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/huntlee-stage-1-development

Refer to attached map for the existing and proposed areas of operation. Further information is
included in the application.

We have identified 3 lots that are encircled by, but not included in the new area of operations
should the varied licences be granted. This means that the licensees are not obliged to connect
or provide retail services to properties within the lots.

4  Submissions

Information about the proposed variation to the Huntlee scheme is available on our website.

Tell us what you think about the licence application, by using the Have your say link on our
website. Submissions close on 25 January 2023.

We will consider the licence applications and how they meet the licensing criteria and principles
of the WIC Act. We will also consider all stakeholder submissions. Our report to the Minister will
summarise our assessment of the variation applications and any submissions.
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