
File note 

CCCW – David Farmer and Jamie Loader 

IPART: Andrew Nicholls, Scott Chapman and Fiona Towers 

via teams Monday 18 May 2.30pm to 3pm 

Andrew Nicholls advised: 

• Tribunal requires more time to address issues that have risen in response to Draft 
Report – will not be able to complete the review for 1 July 2026 price change 

• IPART has received 2 media inquiries about potential conflicts of interest associated 
with the expenditure consultant’s review  

• Have reviewed the submissions to the draft report  
• 3 issues that require further work: 

1. the efficient level of expenditure to include in prices – ratepayer raised 
concerns about ARUP advice as they have undertaken work for Council. 

2. Further work on affordability 
3. Whether prices should reflect a tax allowance and possibly cost of equity – 

i.e. what is the appropriate cost base for a local government water business 

 

David Farmer  

• advise they had received a media inquiry regarding ARUP on 18 May 2026 
• asked about what prices would apply from 1 July 26 if no determination– Andrew 

Nicholls advised current prices (not adjusted for inflation) continue until replaced  
• Concerned about the impact on Councils cashflows and implications for 

expenditures particularly that address environmental performance  
• Concerned about the impact of an additional expenditure review diverting Council 

resources from operating the business 


