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Mayor’s message

Evidence demonstrates that socially connected and diverse communities 
have less mental illness and cognitive decline, and are safer, more vibrant and 
interesting places to live, study and work. The North Sydney local 
government area (LGA) is often perceived as a place with little diversity. Yet, 
40% of our community was born overseas, for 25% of us English is a second 
language, 37% of our community live in single-person households and 52% 
of dwellings are rented. The socioeconomic profile extends from some of the 
most disadvantaged to the most educated and affluent people in the nation.  

In an increasingly polarised world, social inclusion is vital to building resilient, 
strong, prosperous and vibrant communities. 

This strategy sets out the vision for a connected and socially inclusive 
community where everyone is valued, feels they belong and is empowered 
to participate.

Council recognises that barriers still exist, preventing some community 
members from feeling accepted and believing they belong. It is crucial to 
challenge discrimination and foster understanding through meaningful 
cross-cultural engagement. 

This strategy is underpinned by extensive, real community engagement, 
making certain that your voices shape and guide the path forward. 

Thank you to everyone who provided feedback in the ‘Have your say on 
North Sydney’s next ten years’ consultation in mid-2024. This engagement 
was testament to Council’s strong tradition of public participation and the 
importance of empowering the community to influence decisions that 
impact our lives.

This strategy includes acknowledging the needs of the First Nations 
community, addressing historical injustices, as well as prioritising inclusivity 
for people with disabilities, those from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, young people and the LGBTIQA+ community to ensure equal 
participation for all.

As we embark on this ten-year journey, I urge you to continue to actively 
participate in our community. By fostering social inclusion, we can address 
local issues effectively and create vibrant communities where everyone feels 
like they belong.

Social Inclusion	




























