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8 May 2026 

 

Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal 

(Water Pricing) 

ipart@ipart.nsw.gov.au 

 

SUBMISSION: PRICES FOR WATERNSW REGIONAL AND RURAL BULK WATER FROM 1 JULY 

2026 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Council thanks the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) for extending the opportunity 

to provide a submission towards the ‘Prices for WaterNSW Regional and Rural Bulk Water from 1 July 

2026’ review.  

 

BACKGROUND OF COWRA COUNCIL LOCAL WATER UTILITY 
Cowra Shire is a local government area (LGA) located approximately 230km west of Sydney and 
160km north of Canberra. The major urban centre in the LGA is the Cowra township, which is supported 
by a number of smaller villages including Billimari, Darbys Falls, Gooloogong, Morongla, Noonbinna, 
Wattamondara, Woodstock and Wyangala. 
 
Cowra Council is a Local Water Utility (LWU) which operates five (5) water supply schemes which service 
customers within the Cowra LGA, and portions of the Hilltops and Weddin LGAs.  
 
These water supply schemes are supported by two (2) water sources as follows: 
 
Lachlan Regulated River Water Source 

• Cowra water supply scheme – currently provides potable water to the Cowra township, the 
southern distribution system into the Hilltops and Weddin Shire areas, Woodstock, and the 
locality of Westville. 

• Darbys Falls water supply scheme – currently provides potable water to the Darbys Falls village. 

• Wyangala non-potable water supply scheme – currently provides non-potable water to the 
Wyangala village. 

 
Upper Lachlan Alluvial Groundwater Source 

• Billimari non-potable water supply scheme – currently provides non-potable water to the 
Billimari village and portion of rural localities around Billimari. 

 
Central Tablelands Water (CTW) water supply scheme – the villages of Gooloogong 
and locality of Pearce are currently supplied with potable water from (CTW).  
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COWRA COUNCIL – FEEDBACK ON IPART REVIEW OF PRICES FOR WATERNSW REGIONAL AND RURAL 

BULK WATER FROM 1 JULY 2026 

 

Council appreciated that IPART’s ‘draft decision to cap annual pricing at 10% plus inflation would keep 

prices and bills lower than WaterNSW CBRC, potentially easing affordability concerns.’  

 

However, section 13.2.2 further includes; ‘this appears to be consistent with the results from our 2024-

25 reviews of Sydney Water and Hunter Water, in which we found that households with the lowest 

income quartile with high water usage would see their affordability ratio to increase above the 3% 

threshold’.  It must be recognised that the continued price determinations above CPI will adversely 

affect the capacity of the Cowra town water consumers to pay for this critical service.  

 

The impact of the draft decision (Table 11.1 and 11.2), will impact Council’s previously adopted Long 

Term Financial Plan (LTFP) as follows: 

 

 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 

Projected Annual Bulk Water Costs Based on 

IPART Draft Determination $300,525 $327,892 $357,718 

LTFP WaterNSW Purchase $272,630 $279,173 $285,873 

Increase Over LTFP Budget $27,895 $48,719 $71,845 

 

 

The compounding effect of annual increase above CPI is a concerning trend of increases well above 

Council’s budget. As previously submitted; Cowra has limited ability to increase consumer charges given 

the 2024 /25 Cowra typical residential bill is one of the highest in the Lachlan River valley, and 1.5 x 

higher than that reported for Tamworth; the subject of the case study in Section 13.2.2. 

 

This is shown in the extract from the Performance Monitoring Dashboard on following page. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to demonstrate the impact of the WaterNSW Bulk Pricing on Cowra 

Council. 
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