




From:
To: Local Government Mailbox; 
Subject:  special rate rise correspondence from Alfred Hickman
Date: Saturday, 22 March 2014 2:20:08 PM

Alison Milne
Director of local government

21/03/2014

Dear Ms Milne,
Thankyou for your letter dated 12 March 2014, I am a bit worried about your letter, I get
the impression that council is giving the wrong idea about rate payers input for the
Special Rate Rise.

Yes council do have the people who can make it sound as if they really do need the rate
rise. Some of the criteria is summarised namely the integrated planning, $700 000 for
plumers rd, and yet they tell me they have no money to spend on the dust bowl called

road.

Council has also given the Slim Dusty foundation $100 000 towards building funds and
from all reports it will probably never open.

I asked for a temporary sealing of   road but council has said it
would cost approximately $15000 to do this, and they have no money, do u think
that council have it right? $700 000 to tear up Plumers road, a perfectly good road and
then re-seal it, against $15000 to alleviate the dust bowl which is  road.

I did offer a $1000 towards the cost of re-sealing  road, even
though I am a single pensioner, council has stated that no gravel road will ever be tar
sealed in the future. My question and argument is this, are we to pay rates as well as the
Special Rate Rise council is asking for when we have no water supply, no garbage
collection, and council expect us to clear council land when rubbish encroaches on our
property namely trees and weeds.

I say again council has not asked the rate payers if they agree to the rise.

I might add, it has been reported on NBN television, channel 8, that 74 people in
Kempsey lost their jobs when the Kempsey bypass was completed in March last year. Ask
these people if they can afford the increase!

Council should cut their costs and reduce the number of councillors it’s also ridiculous
that council workers still have a 35 hour working week when others are working long
hours just to survive.
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I am sorry I cannot be more articulate when putting my case forward objecting to the
Special Rate Rise, against a council, who has the means and know how to properly put
their case forward and therefore gain an advantage over people like myself.
 
 I saw my doctor 2 days ago and without me mentioning anything about the proposed
Special Rate Rise, he started about the increase, he then went onto say that "no-one can
beat the council".
 
All I can say is that I have tried, my only wish is that you, Ms Milne, and others related to
this Special Rate Rise, think hard about what I have said and think about the impact and
hardships this Rise will inflict upon us rate payers.
 
It's now up to Ipart to support the wishes of the rate payers.
 
I give Ipart permission to publish part or all of my correspondence regarding this matter.
 
your sincerely,
 
Alfred Hickman

 
 




