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Questions Response 

Should our methodology be re-based after 
the census every five years to reflect actual 
growth? 

Yes agree.  
 
To ensure costs of Council’s are truly represented and the distribution and collection is equitable and 
sustainable for the community, consideration is required on rate exemptions. Further increases in 
exempt properties within a Local Government Area (LGA) will result in the rateable land ratepayers 
paying a higher rate to subsidise the cost of services provided to exempt land. 
 
Further to the point above population growth is one only element that drives annual cost increase, 
operating deficits and service increases for council.  

 Other elements can include: 

o Fixed regulated charges that do not cover costs, e.g. stormwater charge, section 603 

certificates, etc.  

o Up-zoning 

o Centre growth 

o Hospitals 

o Education facilities 

o Tourism growth 

o Commercial centres and commuters 

o Federal and state government service reallocations 

o Legislative compliance obligations 

o Uncontrollable costs, i.e. public liability/professional indemnity insurance, award changes etc.   

 

In the absence of a true-up, should we 
impose a materiality threshold to trigger 
whether an adjustment is needed on a case–
by–case basis to reflect actual growth? 

We agree with the principle of applying a ‘true-up’ adjustment on a case-by-case basis to correct any 

material differences. It is reasonable that increases above any cap require community consultation.  

 

 






