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This rise is devastating. Since the two councils were
forced to merge things have gotten progressively
worse. Both communities are so different and with so
much distance between them it was never going to
save money but to find that we are expected to have
our rates rise but more than half. It is simple not
doable for many in our community. Gundagai has a
very modest average wage, people like my parents,
my children that live here and friends, we do not live
high, we budget and live basically. A rate rise like this
is a disaster and the direct result of the forced
merger. If the rise was to be forced then the only way |
could accept it would be if the council's were de-
merged as | firmly believe that is the only way things

will improve.
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