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Bega yalley Shire Council Rate Rise  

We have been residents of Merimbula for 10 years and our rates have continued to climb 
i ncreasing fr om just over $2,000 in the year to 
30/06/2004 to j ust under $3 , 200 in the current year . 
This is an increase o f ove r 50% . The sale value of our house has not increased by 
50% . Recent l ocal sales confirm t his and in f act have gone backwards . 
In t his period , Council services have not increased by 50% but have 
clearly declined , evidenced by s hoddy Council mowing of reserves and 
general maintenance in the area. In fac t we have to put up with rabbits 
and african lovegrass coming from a Counc i l reserve a nd these pests 
will not be cont rolled by Council despite numerous requests . There is clearly no firm 
supervis i on . 
Of course our roads are poorly maintai ned and r ough as wel l . 
The probl em with our roads i s t ha t t hey have not been built wi th proper f oundations 
and they break down whe never i t rains , meaning that the road patcher is used . to just 
patch and patch regularly. An eyesore with faded un- roadworthy white lines and 
patch work ! 
We have driven on the roads and in t he towns from North Queensland around to South 
Australia and without doubt our roads are clearly the wor st . This i s a disgraceful 
situation. 

Now we are being asked to give more to fund improvements to the Merimbula Airport 
costing $6m. and up to $9m allowing for on- costs , and finance other follies which 
s hould be covered within general revenue . 

Wel l , we are self-funded retirees having to exist on a reduced income from our 
investments , and we do not receive a pension or t he side benefits that pensioners 
get including reduced Counci l rates . 
The Counci l needs t o understand that t here is a breaking point , and we can not be 
expected to just keep on giving more and more money just to make up t he s hortfall 
created by wasteful use of rate-payers money, and 
grandiose plans for s pending on pro j ect s which the majority of 
rate-payers do not use or want including Council Office r enewal and Town Halls etc . 

The Airport is such a case . The Council has a res ponsibility to look after roads , 
water , sewerage , rubbish collection , libraries and chi ld care etc .. 
It s hould not be the the responsibility of ratepayers to pay for the upgr ade of the 
airport . This is a commercial undertaking and it should be self s upporting . If it can 
not be self supporting then the Counci l should ge t rid of it . Other airpor t s have 
been privatised and local councils are free of funding obl i gations . Failing that the 
State and Federal Governments should be approached for fund i ng . It is a weak response 
f rom the Mayor t o s ay tha t Federal funds were gained for the Eden Port and not s ought 
fo r the airport . When is the next release of Federal funds ? Could no t State and 
Federal poli ticians be pushed for t hei r support in this Federal Election year ? 

Priva tisation o f many of the Counc il ac tivities should also be closely examined as 
many o ther Coun cils have done this to good effect . 

We have t o live within our means and should not be expected t o c ont inue funding a 
Cou ncil which can not l ive with i n i t ' s means . 

It is time for t he hi ghly pa id e xecut i ves on Council staf f to star t 
ea r ni ng their salaries ! . . . . . . or take a pa y c ut ! 

Geoff & Elizabeth Leslie 
Me rimbula . 




