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¥ Harvey Grennan

It’s the battle of the polls. Local
government has reacted sharply to
the University of Technology,
Sydney survey published last week
that indicated city people don't
care too much about council amal-
gamations. ,

Local Government NSW has re-
leased its own survey which it says
is robust and covers a larger sami-
ple. The director of the Centre for
Local Government at UTS,
Roberta Ryan, had said that some
individual council polling was “not
evidence ... a furphy”.

The poll for LGNSW was con-
ducted across 7416 respondents in
14 local government areas - almost

-half the Sydney councils recom-

mended for amalgamation - by
Micromex Research. It. found that:
85 per cent of respondents were
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very supportive,
somewhat supportive of the stand-
alone option for their council,

supportive or

6lper cent identified the no-
change/stand-alone option as their

Local
Government
NSW
president
Keith
Rhoades.
Photo:
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first preference, only 18 per cent
identified the government’s recom-
mended -amalgamation as their
first preference, and 21 per cent
favoured a different option -

mainly-a- “stand-alone’ with joint
regional -services” option or a
much:smaller amalgamation.

LGNSW - president Keith
Rhoades said the polling clearly
demonstrated that people don’t
want to be forced into mega-
couneils with populations the size
of Tasmania.

“The government has either
misunderstood public opinion,
been misled by vested interest
groups such as the development
lobby, or deliberately chosen to
raise the spectre of forced amal-
gamations on strictly ideological
grounds.”’

The mayor of Mosman, Peter
Abelson, a noted economist, said
the national UTS study had only a
small sample of Sydney residents.

“Social factors were alimost en-
tirely ignored by the Independent
Local Government Review Panel,

no member of which had held elec-
ted office, and few Office of Local
Government officials have,”" he
said. “The idea that the panel re-
commended fewer councils in the

“There is no evidence
that large councils
produce economic
savings.’

Peter ﬁw&moz

Sydney metropolitan area in order
to improve the financial viability of
local government is pure fiction.
There is no evidence that large
councils produce economic sav-
ings. The key criterion for fitness
should be a council’s ability to
provide desired local public ser-
vices.”






