
 

 
From: Lithgow Ratepayers   
Sent: Monday, 11 March 2019 10:15 PM 
To: Local Government Mailbox <localgovernment@ipart.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: IPART Have your Say Submission: Lithgow City Council Special Rate Variation. 

 

IPART Have your Say Submission: Lithgow City Council Special Rate 
Variation 2019-20. 
 

(Your Have your Say webpage was not working correctly - so Submission sent by email) 

 

OBJECTION – on the grounds of false and misleading information being 
published within the Lithgow City Council’s Application Form B. 
  
In our opinion, the two enclosed attachments from the Lithgow Council's IPART 
Application Form B would have made Sir Humphrey Appleby from Yes Minister blush 
with great pride! 
  
The first photo attachment is from page 20 of the Lithgow Council's IPART 
Application Form B (the paragraph commencing with the words, ‘In summary, ….) 
and it is this little piece in the paragraph confirming the most deceitful and misleading 
misspeak we've seen for many a year: 
  
'Council has recognised its relative socio-economic disadvantage by ...... seeking 
only a one-off, single year increase of 9% which does not expire'. 
  
AND there's another even more beautiful example of Sir Humphrey misspeak of how 
to manipulate your Poll on a proposed Special Rate Variation in 'seeking only a one-
off, single year increase of 9% which does not expire'. 
  
The second photo attachment is from page 22 (and was continued onto page 23) of 
the Lithgow Council's IPART Application Form B (the paragraph commencing with 
the words, ‘Although the Community Reference Panel ….). 
  
It is completely bizarre and unfathomable that within a Lithgow City Council 
Community Reference Panel, that there would be absolutely no one in the room who 
would not Totally Disagree, Object in Full or simply say “NO” with their own Lithgow 
City 'Council ...... seeking only a one-off, single year increase of 9% which does not 
expire'. 
  
These two statements 'Council has recognised its relative socio-economic 
disadvantage by ...... seeking only a one-off, single year increase of 9% which does 
not expire'; would in our opinion fully support the grounds of false and misleading 
information being published within the Lithgow City Council’s Application Form B and 
as such the IPART Application should be refused. 
 

1. 



 

 
2. 

 

 
 

 



 

 
From: Lithgow Ratepayers   
Sent: Tuesday, 12 March 2019 10:34 PM 
To: Local Government Mailbox <localgovernment@ipart.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: OBJECTION RAISED TO Lithgow City Council's Special Rate Variation Application. 
 
(IPART Have your submission webpage not working correctly for this email this 
evening - as advised resent here) 
 
OBJECTION RAISED TO Lithgow City Council's Special Rate Variation 
Application 2019-20. 
 
Attached is a number of media reports from the Lithgow Mercury 
newspaper published on the 1 February 2019 - days after the Lithgow City 
Council resolved at their Council Meeting on the 29 January 2019 to apply 
to IPART for their Special Rate Variation Application 2019-20. 
 
Front Page - 'YES VOTE TO APPLY FOR RATE RISE'.  
 
Page 3: 'FIGHT TO BE FIT FOR THE FUTURE' Rates.   
 
This media article records that, "Support was not unanimous among 
Councillors. Cr Cassandra Coleman said, while she would vote for the 
application to go ahead, that did not guarantee her support to implement it." 
 
The media article continues, "Councillors Stephen Lesslie and Maree 
Statham voted against the move.  It is a difficult decision for me because 
I've listened to the people for three months. Cr Statham said.  The farming 
fraternity is outraged - they have come through ... the worst drought of the 
century." 
 
Further, "Cr Lesslie said he had vowed to vote against the special rate 
variation unless a report on the proposal for stage two of the Main Street 
revitalisation project was put to council for open and transparent 
discussion." 
 
Page 5:  PUBLIC LETS RIP AT RATES MEETING. 
 
Page 7:  LETTER TO THE EDITOR from Lorraine Roebuck of Lithgow. 
 



Newspaper articles removed due to copyright concerns



From: Lithgow Ratepayers [mailto:lithgowratepayers@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 12 March 2019 11:03 PM 
To: Local Government Mailbox <localgovernment@ipart.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: OBJECTION RAISED to Lithgow City Council's Special Rate Variation 2019-20. 

OBJECTION RAISED to Lithgow City Council's Special Rate 

Variation 2019-20.

Note:  Publish - our submission and name can be published on the 

IPART website.

We understand that the Office of Local Government Guidelines 

provide provisions for Councils such as the Lithgow City Council 

applying for Special Rate Variations to fully engage with their 

communities about the Council’s expenditure and revenue plans as 

part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) process.  

In fact we understand (and agree) that IPART encourages members 

of the community to participate directly in their Council’s 

community engagement processes. 

Further we understand that as IPART does not hold public hearings 

as part of its assessment of applications by councils for proposed 

special variations, it (IPART) expects that Councils like Lithgow 

City Council would continue to consider community views on their 

Special Variation Application. 

Notwithstanding this, we would like to advise IPART that following 

the Lithgow City Council's formal resolution to apply to IPART for 

their Special Rate Variation for 2019-20, that the Lithgow City 

Council has:

ABSOLUTE FAILED to continue to advise their more than 11,000 

residential, pensioner, business and farmland ratepayers and 

residents that any or all members of the community can make a 

submission to IPART about the Lithgow City Councils’ Special Rate 

Variation Application for 2019-20?

This unexplained public community failure can be completely 

confirmed by:



 

 

* The Lithgow City Council Senior Staff and Councillors failed to 

include in their Formal Resolution to apply to IPART for their 

Special Rate Variation for 2019-20; that IPART will accept and 

consider submissions from interested groups or individual ratepayers 

regarding the Lithgow City Council's Special Rate Variation 2019-

20s until 14 March 2019 - see attached Minutes for this clear and 

unequivocal omission from the Lithgow City Council Resolution on 29 

January 2019.  

 

The same clear and unequivocal omission can also be found on: 

 

* The Lithgow City Council Facebook website – NIL Disclosures - 

see https://www.facebook.com/LithgowCityCouncil 
 

* The Lithgow City Council Website – NIL Disclosures - see 

https://council.lithgow.com/ 

 

* The Lithgow City Council Media Release webpage – NIL Disclosure 

- see http://council.lithgow.com/archived-media/media-releases-

2019/ 

 

* The Lithgow City Council Media Column in The Village Voice – NIL 

Disclosure - see attached IPART Submission - Lithgow City Council 

SRV - The Village Voice - Weekly Council Column. 

 

THE LITHGOW CITY COUNCILS SPECIAL RATE VARIATION FOR 

2019-20 SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY REFUSED. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LithgowCityCouncil
https://council.lithgow.com/
http://council.lithgow.com/archived-media/media-releases-2019/
http://council.lithgow.com/archived-media/media-releases-2019/
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