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Document Reference
Select Council Lismore City Council
If you have any general feedback regarding
your council’s proposed SV, please leave your
comments in the comment box below.

Dear sir,
As a concerned ratepayer of Lismore for 33
years, I have taken a keen interest in Lismore
Council's business performance each month.

Our CBD is on the verge of becoming a
"Ghost City".

I wish to point out that Lismore Council, in
their application, has misled the ratepayers as
well as the iPart Board, by not adhering to the
explicit criteria set out in your guidelines.

To this point, I have prepared a submission of
objection, against the Special Rate Variation
submitted by Lismore Council to the iPart
Board - and have attached a copy of it
herewith, for your consideration. (Parts A,B &
C).

I firmly believe that the facts and figures I
have outlined, show that our case is strong
and fervently hope that you will see that the
people of Lismore cannot afford
extravagances at this stage and that this
council needs to work within the budget
restraints that they now have.

Kind regards,
Neville King

Your comments on Criterion 1:
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Your comments on Criterion 2:

Your comments on Criterion 3:
Your comments on Criterion 4:
Your comments on Criterion 5:
If you have attachments you would like to
include with your feedback, plese attach them
below.

SRV iPart sub A.pdf
SRV iPart sub B.pdf
SRV iPart sub C.pdf

Your Details
Are you an individual or organisation? Individual
If you would like your submission or your
name to remain confidential please indicate
below.

Publish - my submission and name can be
published (not contact details or email
address) on the IPART website

First Name Neville
Last Name King
Organisation Name
Position
Email
IPART's Submission Policy I have read & accept IPART's Submission

Policy
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* Select:
     View / page display / two-up page

This is part A
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25th February 2020

Chairperson Dr Paul Paterson of IPART
and board.

On behalf of 80% of rate payers who responded to council's survey to impose a 24% rate increase over 4 years and
to remain permanent in the rate base, "residents said No".

Clearly Lismore council (L.C) and the 5 councilors who approved councils' submission to apply to the Independent
Pricing and Regulator Tribunal (IPART), 10th Feb as per guidelines.

With the appointment in 2018, the  inherited council's succession of
mismanagement and is in the process of fiscal management to improve councils financial position. To impose a rate
increase of 24% on to rate payers is NOT the answer.

To shoulder that responsibility on to residents of Lismore considering:

* Communities limited capacity to pay more rates.
* Communities declining ability to pay
* Currant low industrial growth rate
* Current low residential growth rate
* Population growth of only 0.3%
* Ageing population
* Lismore LGA is disadvantaged from a socio-economic perspective
* The CBD over 60 shops closed and in decline
* Light Industrial over 30 businesses closed and in decline
* Proposed SRV is a TAX on all residents

 Council seeking Feedback from the community via survey two.

* Average valuation did not include new land valuation (LV) for 1st July 2020
* Average dollar rate shown is not showing the effect of new L.V.

Council, in effect has misled farmers, business and the residential rate payers.

I Refer to page 58 Lismore council submission to IPART "this final set of tables .
include table three average rate under the SV. The dollar figure shown 20/24 are for the
2016/19 land values.
Refer to page 34 "impact on rate payers" L.V are incorrect and misleading IPART
refer to page 61 in this S.V application if successful .
L.C has not followed IPART guidelines and in fact in surveys one and two have not shown the correct rate rise
and residential rate. NOTE; it clearly shows in year 1- year 4 it would rise by 7.5 % - 9.4% -3.9%-3.5% the
rate rise has not considered the 2020 new land valuations.
Refer to page 62, Council has been acutely .
Dollar figures shown week 1-4 is not showing the 2020/24 with the new L.V.
NOTE - not including the rate peg in brackets.
Council conveniently removed the rate peg from the dollar figures to mislead IPART.

The full impact to rate payers was not shown as a requirement within guidelines.

1.

2.

3.
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4.   Council quotes "needs to be financially sustainable". They also need to be financially responsible. On
reflection T.CORP executive summary 2019.

Councils long term financial plan (LTFP) 2019/20 - 2029/30 approved 11th Feb 2020 has not been presented to the
community for 28 days as a requirement of the guidelines.

1. Refer to page 3 - Lismore council has been seeking solutions .
2. Councils financial position to be in a deteriorating position
3. Apply for a SRV is passing the responsibility onto the rate payers
4. 48 pages were submitted online saying no to the SRV
5. 110 letters written to council saying no to the SRV

As posted on the council's website there were 664 pages of responses to the rate payers survey which are now not
available to view?

I quote  - Northern Star newspaper- "we are very conscious the community will come back
and tell us, we don't want to do it, it's too much". Well We Did!

I remind the board 5 councilors voted to proceed to IPART 5 voted not to (there are 11 councilors) number 11 was
away fighting fires, this crucial vote meant the mayor used his casting vote to proceed to IPART.

Clearly the mayor was not listening to the residents (Status quo) (foot note) number 11 councilor was considering to
vote NO.

The ramifications of your decision for the residents of Lismore LGA will have lasting effects, on the CBD, farmers and
residents, with possible decline in employment and disposable income for all residents. I consider Australia is in a
potential recession, now is not the time for a special rate variation. I believe if you approve council submission
residents of Lismore LGA we could be in a depression. We cannot afford this council on its present course. We are
over managed with a cluster of 5 councils - Byron Bay, Ballina, Lismore, Casino, Kyogle.

So few rate payers managed by so many.

Kind Regards,

Concerned rate payer- Neville King.



7

IPart Board Tribunal
Mr. John Madden
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 Date: 25 February 2020 at 8:00:31 am AEDT
 ﻿

 I was born & raised in Lismore & had a business in the main st. for 39 years. I'm 69.   I
object & oppose the proposed rates increase by lismore council... Sadly the last 20
years has seen council dominated by greens & labor councilors who have squandered
ratepayers money on issues such as cultural & gender diversity, rainbow crossings &
neglect issues that I think are more pertinent to have a thriving town eg. Roads,
excessive rates.. I currently pay $3200 per year house rates on a house block with
UCV $220,000 ... A similar size block in Ballina at shelley beach with an UCV of
$800,000 is $2300 per year... In Ryde sydney in  The UCV value of a 600 sq.
metre block is $988,000 with rates around $1850 per year...
 Lismore last year experienced negative population growth, whereas surrounding
town populations are growing.... Lismore is still struggling & recovering from a
devastating FLOOD 2 years ago and since,drought and fires, and I believe increasing
rates by 24% over 4 years can only have a detrimental effect to the potential
population growth of Lismore and have a serious business economic effects.
 Similarly, commercial rates in the CBD are outrageous, for example, LJ HOOKER in
Woodlark St. Lismore rates are $12000 plus annually & in Ballina LJ HOOKER with a
similar size premises is around $6000.
 I seriously object to the rates increase in Lismore, as I believe they will be
destructive to the future of my town.

Regards
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Lismore Council
Submission to
iPart 2020-21
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Attention:
Percentage of ratepayers has not changed in Rating categories
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A record of
some of the Business

vacancies in the CBD:
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A ‘snapshot’ of
Northern Rivers

Councils:
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* Continued in part B >
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