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Your submission for this review:

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed 11% increase in water prices for the 202627 period for Central
Coast Council customers. This proposed rise is unreasonable and unjustified, especially given the current cost-of-living
pressures facing households. Water is an essential service, not a luxury. Many residents across the Central Coast are already
struggling to meet the rising costs of food, electricity, fuel, rent, and rates. Adding a further burden through higher water bills
will make it even harder for families and individuals to stay afloat. As a single-person household, I already pay over $400 per
quarter for water which is excessive for basic usage. There is no transparency or fairness in asking the community to pay even
more when service quality and infrastructure maintenance have not noticeably improved. Central Coast Council has repeatedly
increased charges and justified them with promises of better efficiency and management, yet residents see little to no benefit.
During the last local election, Council representatives assured ratepayers that financial stability measures were in place and
that further steep increases would not be necessary. This proposal directly contradicts those assurances and undermines public
trust. I urge IPART to reject the proposed 11% increase and require Council to find more sustainable and responsible ways to
manage its water operations without passing excessive costs onto residents. Essential utilities should remain affordable and
equitable for everyone in the community.





