
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                            Incorporation number INC9880093  
                                                                   Email: info@eucumbenechamber.org.au 

                          Website: www.eucumbenehcamber.org.au      

Chair:  Diane Sutton; Ph: 02 6454 2346; Email: diane@suttonnet.com.au 

Secretary & Public Officer:  Jan Leckström; Mobile: 0408 33 83 63; Email: janleckstrom@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Bill Leane; Mobile: 0402 119 141, Email: wpleane@grapevine.com.au 

Page 1 of 2 

 
RESPONSE TO SNOWY RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL’S 

FIT FOR THE FUTURE PROPOSAL 
 

The Snowy River Shire Council (SRSC) proposes to close the Adaminaby pool, thereby saving $70,000 in the 
first year and $90,000 thereafter.  
 

The Lake Eucumbene Chamber of Commerce (Inc.) (LECC) objects to the SRSC proposal on the grounds of 
economic efficiency, economic effectiveness, equity, and for policy reasons. 
 

Closing the Adaminaby pool is economically inefficient: 
• the pool was provided following the death by drowning of a child in the nearby fast-flowing cold 

waters of the Murrumbidgee River 
• the frequency of inland rivers drowning fatalities is alarmingly high, especially in cold fast flowing 

rivers. According to the Royal Life Saving National Drowning Report 2014 (p2), 39% of drowning deaths 
in 2014 occurred in inland waterways (105 deaths), compared to 15% (39 deaths) in swimming pools. 
Inland waterways are the commonest site of drowning. 

• $3.5M is widely used in Australia as the value of statistical life (PWC What is the Economic Contribution 
of Surf Life Saving in Australia, 2011 p18). This makes economic nonsense of closing off the Adaminaby 
area's only practical access to swimming tuition, and to a safer place for both recreational and fitness 
swimming, at projected savings of $70 000 - $90 000/yr. 

• this area has a summer tourism enterprise that is largely related to water based activities – fishing/boating.  
• the ability to swim is a critical employment and workplace skill. As per the RLS Report above: For each 

$1 spent on surf life saving - a return of $27.1 is provided to the community (via work productivity, 
education, and economic activity created e.g. tourism).  We extrapolate that similar would apply for a 
pool 'learn to swim' centre. 

• closure constitutes a waste of over $50 000 of public grant moneys invested in pool improvements over 
the last 7 years. 
 

Closing the pool is ineffective: 

• without the local pool, it is unlikely that families would be able to access the next best economic 
available swim-training and practice alternative, 55km away (or further, for many families living 
outside Adaminaby itself). 

• Adaminaby Public School utilised the pool for many years for swimming lessons. This only ceased 
when there was no qualified coach available to teach locally. Adaminaby Public School is currently 
negotiating for swimming lessons to be held in the Adaminaby once again, staff and parents being 
concerned at the severe disruption to children's education caused by the time needed to bus all its 
students to Cooma for swimming tuition (a 110km round trip). This disruption will become a 
permanent and inescapable hindrance to our children's schooling, if the Adaminaby pool is closed.  

 

 Closure of the pool is inequitable:  

• this community has demonstrated the economic and social need for a pool in the past, and it has been 
provided. The same drivers still apply. 

• the benefits to the wider Australian community of water safety on the alpine lakes and streams are 
shared across locals, tourists and visitors alike.  

• under the proposed new arrangements, the costs of a national culture of water safety would be 
transferred inequitably to the Adaminaby community, via higher costs of skills acquisition and 
maintenance by local tourism staff and operators, and emergency services personnel; while our benefits 
would be reduced, due to lack of local pool and swim-training facilities. 






