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PO Box K35,

HAYMARKET POST SHOP NSW 1240
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Dear Ms Donnelly, PSM
IPART Draft Report - Prices for WaterNSW regional and rural bulk water from 1 July 2026

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) welcomes the opportunity to provide this submission in
response to IPART’s draft determination and supporting draft report.

We thank IPART for their willingness to engage the MDBA during this process and their consideration
of the updated asset information provided in 2025.

The MDBA supports IPART’s draft decision and findings that highlight:

e The MDBA’s submission of costs and associated evidence in December 2025 was assessed by
IPART as efficient in its draft decision.

e No efficiency adjustments or changes to the MDBA December 2025 submission costs were
made by IPART in its draft decision.

e The submission and supporting material provided by the MDBA in December 2025 provided
sufficient evidence of governance, process, change management and evidence-based decision
making aligned to the recommended costs for the Joint Programs.

e |PART’s draft decision is to set a three-year determination period, aligning with the end point
of the proposed Joint Programs budget period.

The recommended MDBA Joint Programs submission of costs to IPART in 2025 begins to address
significant current and escalating risks to River Murray Operations Joint Venture assets, alongside
current and emerging risks and opportunities across the MDBA-managed programs.

Thank you for noting that the MDBA is currently undertaking a review of the Murray-Darling Basin
Plan. The MDBA is currently working through the submissions provided to the Basin Plan Review.
Submissions closed 1 May 2026. We will publish these submissions with a What We Heard summary
report in late June 2026.
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The MDBA would appreciate the opportunity to discuss any feedback IPART receives on its draft
determination as it relates to the Joint Programs, ahead of IPART preparing the final determination.

The MDBA thanks IPART again for its draft determination and looks forward to ongoing engagement as
IPART finalises its decision.

Yours sincerely

Jacqui Hickey
Executive Director
River Management

11 May 2026
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