
 

 

 

 

 

28 November 2025 

 

Chair 

Independent Pricing & Regulatory Tribunal 

PO Box K35 

HAYMARKET NSW 1240 

 

Dear Chair and Tribunal Members, 

 

SUBMISSION: CENTRAL COAST COUNCIL WATER & WASTEWATER PRICES FROM 

2026 

 

On behalf of my constituents, I make the following submission. 

 

My overriding concern is that the Tribunal ensure in its determination that our community pay 

no more than necessary to deliver the services which are the subject of the review. 

 

Any increase awarded by the Tribunal must be strictly limited to the costs Council incur in the 

delivery of the water and sewer service to our community. 

 

The increase sought by Council would see the Central Coast pay more than residents in the 

Sydney Metropolitan Region. 

 

Council has already been granted significant price increases by the Tribunal over the last 

period and been completely compensated for the recent inflation ‘spike’. 

 

Further, over the same period, the state government has simplified regulation for Council by 

enacting the Water Management Amendment (Central Coast Council) Act 2024. This 

legislation simplifies the regulatory framework, ends the anomaly of the council being 

regulated by two different acts, and removes restrictions on the transfer of funds between its 

water and sewerage accounts, aiming to reduce costs and improve service agility.  I note 

Council commissioned a report on regulation of its water and sewer business which 

recommended regulatory simplificationi. The cost benefits of regulatory simplification do not 

seem to have been accounted for in your review.  It should be. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
David Mehan 

Member for The Entrance 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/act-2024-49


 
i Kellog, Brown & Root (2021) Structural Review of  Central Coast Council – Structural Review of  the 
water and sewer business (ref : BEY151-TD-OT-REP-0001 Rev A) 
 




