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24 May 2022 
 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal NSW 
PO Box K35 
HAUMARKET POST SHOP  NSW  1240 
 
Dear IPART NSW 
 
SUBJECT: I OPOSE AND STRONGLY OBJECT TO WAGGA WAGGA CITY 

COUNCIL’S APPLICATION TO THEIR ADDITIONAL SPECIAL 
VARIATION (ASV) 2022-23 

 
I oppose and strongly object to Wagga Wagga City Council’s (WWCC) application to their 
Additional Special Variation (ASV) as WWCC has not considered all the impacts on the ratepayers 
and the Wagga Wagga Ratepayers, Residents and Community in 2022/23 and future years. 
 
The ratepayers and residents of Wagga Wagga are facing increasing pressures on their budgets with 
rising interest rates, rising petrol prices, rising inflation, increased insurance premiums, lack of and 
increasing costs of affordable and appropriate house and other increasing costs of living. 
 
The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) https://www.rba.gov.au/ recently increased interest rates to 
0.35% and to curb inflation which is at 5.1% and has indicated that there will be further increases in 
interest rates which will put more pressure on the budgets of the residents, ratepayers and the 
Wagga Wagga Community.   
 

 
 

  
 

https://www.rba.gov.au/
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WWCC has failed to properly consult with the Wagga Wagga ratepayers and community as not 
everyone has a computer, smartphone or is on social media or cannot afford to purchase newspapers 
on a daily basis to access the information on the ASV. 
 
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/olg-guidelines-special-variation-2021-
22_0.pdf  

 
 

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/olg-guidelines-special-variation-2021-22_0.pdf
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/olg-guidelines-special-variation-2021-22_0.pdf
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With the information provided, WWCC has not clearly shown the impact of any rate rise on the 
community and ratepayers as per the following IPART NSW extract: 

 
 
I will also mention that the discussions regarding the ASV at the WWCC meeting on Monday 11 
April 2022 was held in the confidential closed session of their livestreamed meeting 
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/the-council/council-meetings/council-meeting-livestream and the minutes 

https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/the-council/council-meetings/council-meeting-livestream
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https://meetings.wagga.nsw.gov.au/Open/2022/04/OC_11042022_MIN_4870.PDF of the meeting 
did not include the discussions around the ASV motion. 
 

 
The Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers have no idea of what was discussed during the 
confidential closed session of the meeting. 
 
Instead of applying for an ASV WWCC should cut the fat from their budget and operations and 
reduce the number of Code of Conduct complaints etc.   The following information shows that 
WWCC was granted a Special Variation (SP) in 2016-2017 of 5.63% to remain in them rate base 
for five years to 2020-21 to upgrade the levee bank around Wagga Wagga.  
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/lg_determination_-
_wagga_wagga_city_councils_application_for_a_special_variation_for_2016-17_-_may_2016.pdf  

 

 
The Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers are still recovering from this SP and there were issues 
with the project management and engagement of contractors with the upgrading levee project which 
lead to delays and I am lead to believe substantial cost overruns.  
 

https://meetings.wagga.nsw.gov.au/Open/2022/04/OC_11042022_MIN_4870.PDF
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/lg_determination_-_wagga_wagga_city_councils_application_for_a_special_variation_for_2016-17_-_may_2016.pdf
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/lg_determination_-_wagga_wagga_city_councils_application_for_a_special_variation_for_2016-17_-_may_2016.pdf
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Instead of applying for an ASV WWCC should cut the fat from their budget and operations and not 
take on grandiose projects that do not benefit all the Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers.  The 
following information has been extracted from Your Council 
https://www.yourcouncil.nsw.gov.au/council-data/wagga-wagga/2019/community-leadership/  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.yourcouncil.nsw.gov.au/council-data/wagga-wagga/2019/community-leadership/
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Instead of applying for an ASV WWCC should cut the fat from their budget and operations and not 
take on grandiose projects that do not benefit all the Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers. 

 
 
The Riverside – Wagga Beach Landscape Project mentioned in the above table is constructed on a 
known flood prone area: 
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As mentioned previously the grandiose projects do not benefit all the Wagga Wagga residents and 
ratepayers such as the Pomingalarna Multisport Cycling Complex Active Travel Plan: 
 

 
 
 
The airport is costing the Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers an arm and leg every year and not 
all the residents and ratepayers use the airport and as the Coalition lost the election the Federal 
Government funding is not on the table so WWCC will need to secure additional funding to 
complete this project: 
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The projects listed in the previous table were over $5 million and WWCC should list all the projects 
less than $5 million. 
 
WWCC recently purchased the old Ambulance Station building located at 56 Johnston Street 
Wagga Wagga for an amount of what I am lead to believe was in the range of $600,000.   The 
following sentence was extracted from https://aboutregional.com.au/old-wagga-ambulance-station-
to-be-returned-to-its-rightful-owners/ and states,   ‘The council initially hoped for the return of the 
building to the local community for a “peppercorn fee”, according to director of Regional 
Activation . While the NSW Government indicated it was valued at $1.2 million it is 
not yet clear what price the two parties eventually settled on.’  Other links to WWCC EOI regarding 
the old Ambulance Stations are:  
• https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/the-council/news-and-updates/news-articles/march-2022/acquisition-

of-former-ambulance-station-moves-a-step-closer   
 
• Ambulance Station - Licensing EOI | Connect Wagga (nsw.gov.au)  
 

 
 
Other issues that WWCC are not getting on top of is the condition of the roads as can be seen by the 
potholes in the following photos: 
 

  
 
 

https://aboutregional.com.au/old-wagga-ambulance-station-to-be-returned-to-its-rightful-owners/
https://aboutregional.com.au/old-wagga-ambulance-station-to-be-returned-to-its-rightful-owners/
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/the-council/news-and-updates/news-articles/march-2022/acquisition-of-former-ambulance-station-moves-a-step-closer
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/the-council/news-and-updates/news-articles/march-2022/acquisition-of-former-ambulance-station-moves-a-step-closer
https://connect.wagga.nsw.gov.au/ambulance-station
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There are areas in Wagga Wagga that flood and WWCC is not getting top of this and one of the 
flooding areas is around the Cullen Road and Hardy Avenue corner and this may get worse with the 
planned Inland Rail works: 
 

 
 

 
 

Instead of applying for an ASV WWCC should cut the fat from their budget and operations and not 
take on grandiose projects that do not benefit all the Wagga Wagga residents and ratepayers. 
 
Kind regards 

 




