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E-mail Message

From: noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au [SMTP:noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au]
To: recordsmbx [SMTP:ssc@singleton.nsw.gov.au]

Cc:

Sent: 17/12/2013 at 2:18 PM

Received: 17/12/2013 at 2:18 PM

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Name™*

Addressl

City

State

Postcode

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

Due to the impact that the mining industry has on the Singleton Local Government
Area (LGA) infrastructure, Council needs to be putting more effort into obtaining
a larger share of the royalties paid by the mines to the State and Federal
Government. This type of funding would compensate for the continual maintenance
required to our infrastructure and roads due to increased usage by drive in,
drive out mine workers and equipment. Increasing the rates to fund the required
maintenance is the easy option. It is using the Singleton Ratepayers to subsidize
the mining industry and Government’s responsibility to contribute to the upkeep
of the most profitable income generating Local Government Area in the State. Not
to mention, this latest grab at a 5% rate increase via a special rate variation
above the pegged rate of 2.3%, the second that I am aware of in the last 8 years,
makes Singleton just that much more expensive to live in compared to nearby
Cessnock and Muswellbrook LGAs. Singleton has already priced itself out of the
market of many people who would like to live here and is increasingly viewed by
those who do reside in the Singleton LGA to be too expensive to continue to live
in....e....this latest rate increase grab will just increase the exodus to cheaper
locations.
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Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form

Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: Due to the impact that the mining industry has on the
Singleton Local Government Area (LGA) infrastructure, Council needs to be putting
more effort into obtaining a larger share of the royalties paid by the mines to
the State and Federal Government. This type of funding would compensate for the
continual maintenance required to our infrastructure and roads due to increased
usage by drive in, drive out mine workers and equipment.

Increasing the rates to fund the required maintenance is the easy option. It is
using the Singleton Ratepayers to subsidize the mining industry and Government’s
responsibility to contribute to the upkeep of the most profitable income
generating Local Government Area in the State.

Not to mention, this latest grab at a 5% rate increase via a special rate
variation above the pegged rate of 2.3%, the second that I am aware of in the
last 8 years, makes Singleton just that much more expensive to live in compared
to nearby Cessnock and Muswellbrook LGAs.

Singleton has already priced itself out of the market of many people who would
like to live here and is increasingly viewed by those who do reside in the
Singleton LGA to be too expensive to continue to live in.........this latest rate
increase grab will just increase the exodus to cheaper locations.

Additional Information:

Form Submitted on: 12/17/2013 2:18:58 PM

Submitted from IP Address: 124.187.151.243

Referrer Page: http://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/3/137

Form Address: https://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/General-Forms-—
3/Special-Rate-Variation-201415feedback-fo-137
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E-mail Message

From: noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au [SMTP:noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au]
To: recordsmbx [SMTP:ssc@singleton.nsw.gov.au]

Cc:

Sent: 23/12/2013 at 11:03 AM

Received: 23/12/2013 at 11:03 AM

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

I do not support the rate variation based on the fact Council has not provided
any statements on cost reductions applying to Council across the board including
areas ildentified where savings can be made. Efforts to reduce costs and make
savings should be flagged before coming to the rate payers for more money.

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: I do not support the rate variation based on the fact
Council has not provided any statements on cost reductions applying to Council
across the board including areas identified where savings can be made. Efforts to
reduce costs and make savings should be flagged before coming to the rate payers
for more money.

Additional Information:

Form Submitted on: 12/23/2013 11:03:40 AM

Submitted from IP Address: 125.255.32.16

Referrer Page: http://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/General-Forms-—
3/Special-Rate-Variationfeedback-form-137

Form Address: https://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/General-Forms-—
3/Special-Rate-Variation-201415feedback-fo-137
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E-mail Message

From: noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au [SMTP:noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au]
To: recordsmbx [SMTP:ssc@singleton.nsw.gov.au]

Cc:

Sent: 13/01/2014 at 7:57 PM

Received: 13/01/2014 at 7:56 PM

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

I have just used your online calculator for our property _ The Ad Valorem
rate has gone from .3953 in 2013/14 to 0.6770 in 14/15 without the rate peg to
0.3857 in 14/15 with it. Can you please have a look at the calculator as this
seems a little faulty. This is obviously effecting the way I view the rate
increase. I also find it rich that we are being asked for more yet living on the
outskirts of the council rely on services provided by Cessnock in Branxton with
little being provided to us by the council.

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: I have just used your online calculator for our property
B hc Ad Valorem rate has gone from .3953 in 2013/14 to 0.6770 in 14/15
without the rate peg to 0.3857 in 14/15 with it. Can you please have a look at
the calculator as this seems a little faulty. This is obviously effecting the way
I view the rate increase. I also find it rich that we are being asked for more
yet living on the outskirts of the council rely on services provided by Cessnock
in Branxton with little being provided to us by the council.

Additional Information:

Form Submitted on: 1/13/2014 7:57:49 PM

Submitted from IP Address: 220.245.50.22

Referrer Page: http://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/General-Forms-—
3/Special-Rate-Variationfeedback-form-137

Form Address: https://www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/FormCenter/General-Forms-—
3/Special-Rate-Variation-201415feedback-fo-137
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E-mail Message

From: noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au [SMTP:noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au]
To: recordsmbx [SMTP:ssc@singleton.nsw.gov.au]

Cc:

Sent: 18/01/2014 at 6:08 PM

Received: 18/01/2014 at 6:08 PM

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

council really needs to look at where and how it spends the rates it already
receives before requesting more money. Having lived in this town for most of my
life I am astounded to see what council perceives to be priorities when it comes
to spending rate payers money. le large sandstone and steel signs on the
outskirts of the shire, massive sandstone signs at the entrance to Rosepoint
Park, large wooden poles outside the tourist information centre. I believe local
government should stick to basic service provision not these grandiose displays
and that if singleton council had done this in the past we may not be in the
position of having to ask for more money now. Also what ever happened to if you
cant afford it don't spend the money

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: council really needs to look at where and how it spends the
rates it already receives before requesting more money. Having lived in this town
for most of my life I am astounded to see what council perceives to be priorities
when it comes to spending rate payers money. ie large sandstone and steel signs
on the outskirts of the shire, massive sandstone signs at the entrance to
Rosepoint Park, large wooden poles outside the tourist information centre. I
believe local government should stick to basic service provision not these
grandiose displays and that if singleton council had done this in the past we may
not be in the position of having to ask for more money now. Also what ever
happened to if you cant afford it don't spend the money
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E-mail Message

From: noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au [SMTP:noreply@singleton.nsw.gov.au]
To: recordsmbx [SMTP:ssc@singleton.nsw.gov.au]

Cc:

Sent: 19/01/2014 at 11:30 AM

Received: 19/01/2014 at 11:30 AM

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

There seems to be unnecessary waste in the council expenditure.I suggest the
council give priority to the important services & give them the funding they
deserve.The recent fiasco with council regarding the" conduct™ matter cost
ratepayers almost 1 million dollars that could have been spent on roads.The
ratepayers should not have to pay the price for the infighting between
councillors, their ambitions & personal vendetta's against each other.There is
enough money to fund all these important services,if expenditure was allocated
correctly.There is a lot of funding allocated to services the council should not
provide.If you make the right decisions, then the budget will be balanced.Too
often the ratepayers pay the price for mismanagement. These are the reasons why I
do not support the increase to 5%.I really think the council needs to reflect on
themselves for the answers, your poor fiscal governance has caused this

situation .Therefore you should not take the easy way out, by expecting 2.7%
extra from the ratepayers.h vote for this, is a vote for more, of the same.

Optional

file://C:\Users\trimadmin\AppData\Local\Hewlett-Packard\HP TRIM\TEMP\HPTRIM.... 6/02/2014



Page 2 of 2

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form

Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: There seems to be unnecessary waste in the council
expenditure.I suggest the council give priority to the important services

& give them the funding they deserve.The recent fiasco with council regarding
the" conduct™ matter cost ratepayers almost 1 million dollars that could have
been spent on roads.The ratepayers should not have to pay the price for the
infighting between councillors,their ambitions & personal vendetta's against each
other.There is enough money to fund all these important services,if expenditure
was allocated correctly.There is a lot of funding allocated to services the
council should not provide.If you make the right decisions, then the budget will
be balanced.Too often the ratepayers pay the price for mismanagement. These are
the reasons why I do not support the increase to 5%.I really think the council
needs to reflect on themselves for the answers, your poor fiscal governance has
caused this situation .Therefore you should not take the easy way out, by
expecting 2.7% extra from the ratepayers.A vote for this, is a vote for more, of
the same.
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E-mail Message
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E-mail Message

I am sure most people support the addressing of the infrastructure backlog in
relation to local roads, however to ask for a permanent variation of 5% in rates,
when I read some time ago Council has over $40million invested “for future
works”, is a bit rich.

If that is the case here is a golden opportunity to spend some of that
investment, which after all belongs to the residents of Singleton & District.
Although it does not seem to appear in any recent Council correspondence the
Public should be made aware of this investment when asked to increase such a rate
rise. Was it called :An Internal restricted Asset Fund? On a positive
side congratulations on recent series of grants received..Council is under better
Management and running much more smoothly than previous recent

years.
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E-mail Message

Mr Thompson,

The council should like the majority of its citizens learn to live within its
means!

As a Singleton resident and rate payer I am very disappointed with the campaign
that is being delivered up to support what I believe to be an unnecessary rate
increase “special rate variation”.

The brochure sent out would make any pyramid seller proud (glossy and full of
carefully presented statistics).

The call I received as part of the “Community Consultation” was biased to produce
one answer.. the key question being “are you willing to accept higher rates or do
you want your roads to become unusable” (my interpretation of the question)..
there was no other alternative offered!

My belief is that there is a very real third option.. to live within our means!
Singleton is populated by retirees (fixed incomes), local business people (facing
ever increasing threats from external multinationals), farmers (poor prices and
regular droughts) and coal miners (wondering for how much longer they will have a
job) who are not in a position to just go out and get an increase in income at
will. The council like the rest of us should therefore learn to live within its
means!

Without looking very hard I see many examples of Singleton council’s waste every
day;

- Putting totally unnecessary curves in the new section of Wattle ponds
road and the section of pioneer road between Wattle Ponds and Bridgeman road.
(final price around 4 times the cost of a rural road)

- With the Pioneer road section.. the pavement failed just after the road
opened and there appears to be no follow-up with the contractor that built it to
rectify the problems. (will it be the rate payer that ends up paying for the poor
workmanship?)

- Signs warning of driveways that do not exist. (entry to the proposed
shopping area near the intersection of Pioneer and Bridgeman roads)

- Replacement of large sections in the walkway that runs parallel to
Bridgeman road (do not believe that approach taken was warranted, also a number
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of the replaced sections have already cracked)

- Signs to say a footpath stops and another on the far side of a road to
stay it starts again and signs to tell you that the footpath runs out (when it is
totally obvious)!

- Stone monument to mark rose point park. (it i1s unnecessary in size,
detracts from the sundial and is in no way aesthetically pleasing)

- Giant signs to mark the shire boundary

- Sending out 2 copies of the “For a Better Future” document (1 in
letter box drop and another with the rates notice)

The 2.7% of additional rates equates to $379,000/ annum (no special at $321,000/
annum vs $700, 000/ annum) there appear to be a number of potential ways to stay
with the standard rate rise (broadly in line with inflation, so why is this not
enough?) and work within the available funds, potentially some areas of saving
that I see are;

- Reduce waste as listed in the examples above.

- Be more modest in the scope associated with the town centre
revitalisation. (cost vs benefit)

- Review waste pickup services. (as a 2 person household that recycle
and compost in most cases a collection of my waste in a 2 weekly basis would be
adequate.. however would be useful to have a couple of additional tip wvouchers for
occasions where additional waste was created)

- 1 senior staff person was a $270,000 saving, based on any large
business that has not conducted a task review within recent years I have no doubt
that there are other areas where staff levels could be reduced.

- Patch the damaged sections of the footpaths/ cycle ways do not replace
whole sections.

- Given the towns already extensive and underutilised facilities why are
we applying for funds for “a multi-purpose exhibition space” (proposals for funds
require staff time to produce, building it will only be the first step as then it
will then need to be managed and maintained)
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E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments
I do not support a permanent variation, if you said a one of variation for this

year, yes but not every year to come.

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to

roads

Additional comments: I do not support a permanent variation, if you said a one of
variation for this year, yes but not every year to come.
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E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

My fulltime job has been reduced to 2 days per week only. In 2 years, my hourly
rate has also been reduced. Costs still keep going up but wages don't... Such a
high rate increase is unaffordable. Have you considered a more reasonable

increase of say 1.5% (not 5%)?_

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to

roads

Additional comments: My fulltime job has been reduced to 2 days per week only. In
2 years, my hourly rate has also been reduced. Costs still keep going up but
wages don't... Such a high rate increase is unaffordable. Have you considered a

more reasonable increase of say 1.5% (not 5%)?
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Singleton Council
P.O. Box 314
Singleton 2330

1-2-2014

Dear General Manager,

Enclosed is the form supplied on the Council pamphlet for January 2014 on which I have
marked the square where I do not support a permanent variation of 5% increase.

My thoughts are that is a bit heavy considering this will be on top of whatever valuations
have risen recently by the Valuer General.

I realize Council need extra funds for intended and ongoing works,also for any backlog that
has built up.

I am not against a rise of some sought for a one year only and then consider if a rise is
required the next year.

There is the possibility some pensioners if the rise becomes to great they may feel they may
have to sell.

We were contacted by the firm Council hired to question ratepayers about the rise and if we
were in favour of Council spending the money on intended and ongoing works.

I was disappointed in that were not interested in talking about the rate rise only whether we
were in favour of Council using the money on projects.

So the phone call was a bit disappointing and also short.

So I feel 5% is to much to be permanent but one year OK and spend the money as required
for backlog or projects.

Yours faithfully




Page 1 of 2

E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads
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E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

My support of a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/2015 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads 1is
conditional upon rapid attention to the completion of sealing of Putty Valley
Road. Over a period of 25 years now into the 26th year, Putty Valley Road has
received just 2 additional kilometres of bitumen sealing and this was done eleven
years ago. Just half of this bitumen sealing has been topped since sealing. The
untopped half shows serious degradation of the bitumen surface which patching
does not adequately improve. Over this same period of time, the population has
progressively increased, along with additional subdivisions and contributions to
existing rates. At this time, February 2014, 8 kilometres of the 14 kilometres of
Putty Valley have not been sealed. Driving the surface of this unsealed section
is a rough ride over a predominantly corrugated surface. These corrugations
appear soon after grading due to the heavy traffic and heavy vehicle traffic.
Throughout the bushfire season from August to March, there are frequent bushfire
emergencies with heavy use of the road Ratepayers of Putty do not receive any
services in Putty outside of road grading. Over a period of a quarter of a
century. surely Putty Valley ratepayers are overdue for one decent bitumen sealed
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road. (Box Gap Road was constructed by developers and carries very much lighter
traffic to far fewer properties.) 25 years ago, Council declared publicly that
the road would be sealed at a rate of a kilometre a year. This didn't happen and
now is disregarded because Council has nothing in writing. Therefore, in
conclusion, 1f Council commit in writing, to rapid progression in the bitumen
sealing the remaining 8 kilometres of Putty Valley Road, within the next 5 years,
then and only then I do support the permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/:2015.

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form

Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in
order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

Additional comments: My support of a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/2015 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation
to roads is conditional upon rapid attention to the completion of sealing of
Putty Valley Road.

Over a period of 25 years now into the 26th year, Putty Valley Road has received
Just 2 additional kilometres of bitumen sealing and this was done eleven years
ago. Just half of this bitumen sealing has been topped since sealing. The
untopped half shows serious degradation of the bitumen surface which patching
does not adequately improve.

Over this same period of time, the population has progressively increased, along
with additional subdivisions and contributions to existing rates.

At this time, February 2014, 8 kilometres of the 14 kilometres of Putty Valley
have not been sealed.

Driving the surface of this unsealed section is a rough ride over a predominantly
corrugated surface. These corrugations appear soon after grading due to the heavy
traffic and heavy vehicle traffic.

Throughout the bushfire season from August to March, there are frequent bushfire
emergencies with heavy use of the road

Ratepayers of Putty do not receive any services in Putty outside of road grading.
Over a period of a quarter of a century. surely Putty Valley ratepayers are
overdue for one decent bitumen sealed road.

(Box Gap Road was constructed by developers and carries very much lighter traffic
to far fewer properties.)

25 years ago, Council declared publicly that the road would be sealed at a rate
of a kilometre a year. This didn't happen and now is disregarded because Council
has nothing in writing.

Therefore, in conclusion, if Council commit in writing, to rapid progression in
the bitumen sealing the remaining 8 kilometres of Putty Valley Road, within the
next 5 years, then and only then I do support the permanent variation of rates of
5% in 2014/;2015.
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E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

The information provided is insufficient to substantiate a special rate increase.
Council should detail the kilometres of road, current condition and cost per km
and this has not been provided. It would appear figures are plucked from the air
" backlog of roads related works of 6.58 m". How does council substantiate this?

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form
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Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/15 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to
roads

Additional comments: The information provided is insufficient to substantiate a
special rate increase. Council should detail the kilometres of road, current
condition and cost per km and this has not been provided. It would appear figures
are plucked from the air " backlog of roads related works of 6.58 m". How does
council substantiate this?
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E-mail Message

If you are having problems viewing this HTML email, click to view a HYPERLINK \1
"Text version.

Special Rate Variation 2014/15 - feedback form

Please indicate*
I am a ratepayer
I am not a ratepaper

Please choose one*

I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to commence
addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

I do not support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in order to
commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads

Additional comments

Yesterday I sent the following copy - there is A CORRECTION - I referred to 8
kilometres of Putty Valley Road yet to be bitumen sealed - this should have been
10 KILOMETRES OF PUTTY VALLEY ROAD YET TO BE BITUMEN SEALED and additionally, the
remaining bitumen sections to be topped. Below is yesterday's copy: Additional
comments: My support of a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/2015 in
order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads is
conditional upon rapid attention to the completion of sealing of Putty Valley
Road. Over a period of 25 years now into the 26th year, Putty Valley Road has
received just 2 additional kilometres of bitumen sealing and this was done eleven
years ago. Just half of this bitumen sealing has been topped since sealing. The
untopped half shows serious degradation of the bitumen surface which patching
does not adequately improve. Over this same period of time, the population has
progressively increased, along with additional subdivisions and contributions to
existing rates. At this time, February 2014, 8 kilometres of the 14 kilometres of
Putty Valley have not been sealed. Driving the surface of this unsealed section
is a rough ride over a predominantly corrugated surface. These corrugations
appear soon after grading due to the heavy traffic and heavy vehicle traffic.
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Throughout the bushfire season from August to March, there are frequent bushfire
emergencies with heavy use of the road Ratepayers of Putty do not receive any
services in Putty outside of road grading. Over a period of a quarter of a
century. surely Putty Valley ratepayers are overdue for one decent bitumen sealed
road. (Box Gap Road was constructed by developers and carries very much lighter
traffic to far fewer properties.) 25 years ago, Council declared publicly that
the road would be sealed at a rate of a kilometre a year. This didn't happen and
now is disregarded because Council has nothing in writing. Therefore, in
conclusion, 1f Council commit in writing, to rapid progression in the bitumen
sealing the remaining 8 kilometres of Putty Valley Road, within the next 5 years,
then and only then I do support the permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/:2015.

Optional

The following form was submitted via your website: Special Rate Variation 2014/15
- feedback form

Please indicate: I am a ratepayer

Please choose one: I support a permanent variation of rates of 5% in 2014/15 in
order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation to roads.

Additional comments: Yesterday I sent the following copy - there is A CORRECTION
- I referred to 8 kilometres of Putty Valley Road yet to be bitumen sealed - this
should have been 10 KILOMETRES OF PUTTY VALLEY ROAD YET TO BE BITUMEN SEALED and
additionally, the remaining bitumen sections to be topped. Below is yesterday's

copy:

Additional comments: My support of a permanent variation of rates of 5% in
2014/2015 in order to commence addressing the infrastructure backlog in relation
to roads is conditional upon rapid attention to the completion of sealing of
Putty Valley Road.

Over a period of 25 years now into the 26th year, Putty Valley Road has received
Just 2 additional kilometres of bitumen sealing and this was done eleven years
ago. Just half of this bitumen sealing has been topped since sealing. The
untopped half shows serious degradation of the bitumen surface which patching
does not adequately improve.

Over this same period of time, the population has progressively increased, along
with additional subdivisions and contributions to existing rates.

At this time, February 2014, 8 kilometres of the 14 kilometres of Putty Valley
have not been sealed.

Driving the surface of this unsealed section is a rough ride over a predominantly
corrugated surface. These corrugations appear soon after grading due to the heavy
traffic and heavy vehicle traffic.

Throughout the bushfire season from August to March, there are frequent bushfire
emergencies with heavy use of the road

Ratepayers of Putty do not receive any services in Putty outside of road grading.

Over a period of a quarter of a century. surely Putty Valley ratepayers are
overdue for one decent bitumen sealed road.
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(Box Gap Road was constructed by developers and carries very much lighter traffic
to far fewer properties.)

25 years ago, Council declared publicly that the road would be sealed at a rate
of a kilometre a year. This didn't happen and now is disregarded because Council
has nothing in writing.

Therefore, in conclusion, if Council commit in writing, to rapid progression in
the bitumen sealing the remaining 8 kilometres of Putty Valley Road, within the
next 5 years, then and only then I do support the permanent variation of rates of
5% in 2014/;2015.

file://C:\Users\trimadmin\AppData\Local\Hewlett-Packard\HP TRIM\TEMP\HPTRIM.... 6/02/2014





















Page 1 of 3

We are residents and rate pavers of Singleton Council.

We make the following 2 separate submissions in support of the proposal by
Singleton Council to seek a permanent rate variation of rates of 5% to solely
fund the maintenance and improvement of local roads in the Singleton LGA.

Submission 1:

We note from Council's January 2014 newsletter how Council would propose to
allocate the additional funding raised by this rate variation. We strongly
submit that if this rate increase is approved then at least 50% of the additional
revenue should be spent on sealing presently unsealed sections of local roads
that carry a high level of local traffic. We would include the total length of
the Putty Valley Road in this list of priority projects.

We also submit that Council should give serious consideration to taking
responsibility (as Council local public roads) of some of the matrix of private
rights of way that serve as the local road infrastructure in the

in the Howes Valley locality. Council approved the first stage of this

subdivision in 1991. But although most of the property's connecting roads were
surveyed and constructed at that time to a Council minimum rural unsealed road
standard, the roads were not opened as public roads. Contrary to the EPA,

Council nonetheless approved the subdivision without ensuring that each new lot
in the subdivision had a practicable legal public road access to the Putty Road.
This abysmal planning decision of Council has left the owners of the 28
properties in the_of having to maintain the interconnecting
private roads that give them a singular access to the Putty Road at street
address 4320 at a significant personal cost and effort since the early 1990's to
the present date, and continuing.

Some of these roads have inevitably deteriorated to an unsound and unsafe
condition, putting the landowners concerned and other users of the roads at daily
risk of their safety. One of the private roads in question provides the only
practicable access to Mount Poppong from the Putty Road. There is a large
telecommunications tower on that mountain on which multiple State agencies have
installed and need to maintain on a regular basis various transmission and
receiving antenna. They include the NSW RFS, NSW Police, State Forests,
Emergency Services, National Parks and Wildlife Service, NSW Ambulance and
others. None of these State Agencies will accept any responsibility, or
contribute any funds or support, to the local property owners for maintaining
this vital access road from the Putty Road through the_ to Mount
Poppong. This continuing situation is a catastrophe waiting to happen.
Hopefully Singleton Council can step into the breach to provide a sensible lead
for these Agencies, who continue to do the emu thing (stick their heads in the
sand and pretend that the truck rushing towards them will not hit them).

We understand that Council may never have the funds to seal all of these roads,
including the important access road to Mount Poppong. That is not what we ask
for. A single grader run over these roads every 2-3 years, with the addition of
some road base, would keep them in a minimal trafficable standard that would
then allow the affected owners at their own cost and with their own equipment
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(mainly hand tools) to maintain them as best they can in the interim periods.

Council's decision in 1991 not to approve the opening of the interconnecting
constructed roads through the as local public roads had the
inevitable result of relegating the property owners who subsequently purchased
their properties in this estate to worse than a third world standard.

Who cuts and clears by hand the large trees that frequently fall across their
roads blocking access - they do ! (most now in their twilight years with some
serious health problems and no chain saw experience). Who reconstructs or
repairs washed out bridges and culverts when they become impassable or very very
dangerous - they do! Who cleans out road side gutters and constructs roll-overs
with only hand tools available in all weather conditions - they do'. Who pays
for the little bit of road base or new bridge planking when they can afford it -
they do! Who freely give up their time and risk their life as volunteer fire
fighters to fight fires in the locality and protect neighbours who are much
better off than them- they do!

I o o oo ooy assistance

or any tangible benefits in return from Singleton Council. is 45 kms
(and 50 minutes) from Singleton via the Putty road. cannot
therefore make any practicable use of the library facilities, swimming pool or
other community facilities that Council provides for residents in the Singleton
LGA. The Putty road is a main road. Although Council owns this public road, RMS
has the full responsibility and cost of maintaining and improving it. Council
also has consistently declined to provide any waste collection services to the

Most Council staff and Councillors don't even know that we exist
as a small but viable and enthusiastic community within the Singleton LGA who are
all devoted to maintaining the ecological diversity and future well-being of our
private native forest properties for posterity. In return for making that
commitment and the personal sacrifices that it sometimes entails - we receive
nothing from Council!

In summary, we support the 5% increase in rates that Singleton Council proposes
to seek: provided however that a proportion of the funds generated by this
increase is spent by Council in taking over responsibility (as the local public
road authority) for the main connecting private access roads in the

and maintaining the unsealed surface of these roads from year to year to a
minimal 2WD trafficable rural standard. We are not asking that these roads be
sealed. We are only asking that they are generally maintained to a minimal
standard and that the NSW Government Agencies that use these roads should also
contribute to their maintenance and upkeep.

Submission 2:

We submit that Singleton Council should actively seek to amalgamate with its
neighbouring Muswellbrook Council.

Both Council's have a similar rate base, with a strong mining component and a
subsidiary agricultural and small business component. Their combined LGA would
put them in the very centre, and at the heart, of the Upper Hunter. The
economies of scale brought by such an amalgamation would inevitably benefit all
residents and ratepayers in the existing LGA's of Singleton and Muswellbrook. We
challenge Council to provide any study that would show that an amalgamation of
the 2 councils and their LGA's would not be to the financial advantage of all
ratepayers in both areas. The continuing conflict between Singleton Council and
Muswellbrook Council as to whether the proposed new Hunter Rural Fire Service
Control Centre should be established at Bulga (within Singleton LGA) or at some
other location within the Muswellbrook LGA only confirms to us the obvious sense
in both Councils coming together as one voice and reducing their total costs by
the economies of scale that such an amalgamation would achieve.
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Hello Mayor & Councillors & General Manager,

I do not agree with a special rate variation predominantly for the maintenance of
roads UNLESS the Council sets a standard for ALL roads in the Shire.

We are told that, although the Council sets a “standard” for the construction of
roads, the Council permits the construction of “SUB-standard” roads by some
developers, and in developments in which the Council is involved.

Although there is much discussion amongst ratepayers and publicity in local print
media regarding the deterioration of roads, there is never any explanation from
the Council as to whether the roads showing the most deterioration and costing
the most to maintain are of SUBR-standard construction, or roads constructed to
the council’s standard.

We have been advised by a private (solicitor) developer that, when the council
was insisting that he constructed roads in a new subdivision to the Council’s
standard, he successfully argued that he should be able to construct roads to the
Council’s SUB-standard, to which the Council finally agreed.

There is no information in the Community Update regarding the different standards
of road construction, and whether developers who are permitted by Council to
construct SUB-standard roads to lower their overheads are actually cheating the
ratepayers of Singleton Shire in the longer term with respect to increased road
maintenance costs AND SUBSEQUENTLY SPECIAL RATE VARIATIONS OF 5%.
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