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PRINT MEDIA 
 
Illawarra Mercury, 24 May 2013, City could face asset fire sale, p7. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 10 June 2013, Tough call over ‘last legs’ centre, p8. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 12 June 2013, Shellharbour rates hike tops the state, p4 & 5. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 8 August 2013, Ratepayers’ tough choice, p9. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 12 August 2013, Libs fight rate rise, p1 & 2. 
 

 



 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 September 2013, Citizens panel to help council’s razor gang, p2. 
 

 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, 25 September 2013, Council’s finances, p2. 
 

 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 12 October 2013, Squeeze on council budget, p5. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 14 October 2013, Rate referees stay secret, p5. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 23 October 2013, It’s time for quad squad, p11. 
 

 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, 23 October 2013, Financial review ‘flawed’, p1 & 2. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 30 October 2013, Grand Walk backed amid budget review, p7. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 23 September 2013, Citizens panel to find cuts, p5. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 6 November 2013, The big squeeze: Council told to raise fees, cut services, p1, 4 & 
5. 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 7 November 2013, Little information on service cuts and fee hikes but you’ve got 2 
weeks, p1. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 7 November 2013, Tourism to suffer if cuts go ahead, p4 & 5. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 8 November 2013, Don’t blame us: Citizens panellist defends report, p1. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 8 November 2013, Council jobs targeted, and Playgrounds under threat in bid to 
save cash, p4. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 8 November 2013, Citizen defends stance, p5. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 9 November 2013, Your say: Council staff deserve credit, p36. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 9 November 2013, Report identifies ‘values’ and Swimmer labels potential closure 
‘cruel’, p7. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 November 2013, Protestors make point at festival, p2. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 13 November 2013, Handful of replies to panel ideas, p10. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, 13 November 2013, City mulls deep cuts, rates hike, p1 & 2 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 16 November 2013, Outrage at citizens panel proposals ‘gutless’ attack on 
workers, p1 & 4. 
 

 



 
 
 
 



Sydney Morning Herald, 20 November 2013, Council ready to wave goodbye to ocean pools 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 20 November 2013, United in fighting cuts, p3. 
 

 



 
Illawarra Mercury, 20 November 2013, Your say, p14. 
 

 



 
Illawarra Mercury, 21 November 2013, Your say, p14 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 22 November 2013, Your say, p 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 23 November 2013, Panel response vigorous, p15.  
 

 
 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, 27 November 2013, Residents slam report’s findings, p3. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 28 November 2013, Your say, p20 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 29 November 2013, Council projects backlog, p6. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 4 December 2013, Three years of pain, p1 & 4. 
 

 
 



 



Illawarra Mercury, 5 December 2013, Your say, p20. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 5 December 2013, Rates slug on the way; Rock pools become most pressing issue; 
and $300,000 for tourist centre lights despite budget, p3. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 6 December 2013, Your say, p22. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 6 December 2013, Gloves off as pair take fight to union, p5. 
 

 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 7 December 2013, Councillor sorry for remarks about staff, p6. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 9 December 2013, Your say, p30. 
 

 
 



St George & Sutherland Leader, 7 December 2013, Rock pools set to stay at shire beaches. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 10 December 2013, Vote brings rate hike, cuts closer, p2. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 December 2013, Your say, p18. 
 

 



Wollongong Advertiser, 11 December 2013, Rate rises, service cuts on cards, p5. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 December 2013, Crasnich stands ground, p7. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 12 December 2013, Call for action on councillor over remarks, p19. 
 

 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 16 December 2013, Rates on the rise, p1 & 2. 
 

 



 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 17 December 2013, Your say, p18. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 6 January 2014, Your say, p23. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 9 January 2014, Seaside jewel, p1 & 2. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 January 2014, Poll draws low response, p6. 
 

 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 11 January 2014, Bold vision carved gem, p14. 
 

 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 14 January 2014, Land values flatline, p1 & 4. 
 

 
 



 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 15 January 2014, Library seeks ocean pool history, p5. 
 

 
 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, 22 January 2014, Public voices concern about large rate hike, p3. 
 

 
 
 
 



Illawarra Mercury, 29 January 2014, Your say, p16. 
 

 



Illawarra Mercury, 5 February 2014, Residents favour rates hike as submissions close, p5. 
 

 
 



MEDIA MENTIONS – TV and RADIO 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 24/05/2013 6:01:38 AM Compere: Newsreader 
David Farmer, General Manager, Wollongong City Council says some of Wollongong's public assets 
may have to be sold off as the Council tries to control spiralling costs. Farmer says assets are being 
neglected due to lack of money and include the kiosk at Mount Keira and the Berkeley Community 
Centre. 
Duration: 0 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: David Farmer, General Manager, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 24/05/2013 6:32:59 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council has warned it will no longer be able to meet all its infrastructure 
commitments going into the future. Projects it says it cannot fund at the moment include roads in the 
Dapto area, the Bald Hill master plan, Mount Keira cafe and refurbishment of the Thirroul Beach 
pavilion. 
Duration: 0 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: David Farmer, General Manager, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 24/05/2013 8:49:04 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Rheinberger plays an interview by Nick McLaren, ABC Reporter, speaking to David Farmer, 
Wollongong Council, about the council's finance situation. Farmer says they are in a sound short term 
position but in the long term they are not able to replace their assets as they fall due. He says that the 
NSW Government is very clear that councils must model how they will bridge the gap to become 
financially sustainable. He says that a huge rate increase to bridge the gap is not fair to the 
community, but they instead need to examine their assets and how they are delivered. Farmer also 
comments that a country council model is currently on the agenda, however an Independent Local 
Government Review Panel is not recommending a merger of Wollongong and Shellharbour Council. 
Duration: 4 mins 46 secs 
Interviewee: David Farmer, Wollongong Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 7/08/2013 6:34:49 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Wollongong City Council has flagged a rate increase among numerous possible measures in a bid to 
reduce the organisation's debt. Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, has received a number of complaints 
regarding the decision of Greg Petty, Councillor, to take part in a debate despite a possible conflict of 
interest. 
Duration: 1 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 8/08/2013 8:45:24 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Rheinberger discusses the interview between ABC host Peter Riley and Leigh Stewart Campaigner, 
and a conversation with Gordon Bradbury about Mt Keira Road. Rheinberger notes that it will be 
expensive to fix Mt Keira and the infrastructure in the area. In a pre-recorded interview Bradbery says 
tenders will be called for the stabilisation of the mountain, which will then allow work on the road to 
commence. Bradbury says it will cost $2.3m. Bradbery says it is a geotechnical challenging area and 
this costs 'big bickies' to keep it open. Riley sites David Farmer has said everything is on the table, 
and questions the Wollongong Council's financial sustainability. Bradbery says they are adding to 



their bill all the time and replacement costs are immense. Bradbery goes on to say that many of the 
assets of the city including footpaths and water infrastructure have not been maintained over the last 
50 years and have reached their use by date. He says the standard of the footpaths in the city are 
horrific. He says that the asset depreciation bill is $62m but the council are only putting n $45m to 
cover that this year. Bradbery says that one option is to raise rates but to go above the IPART 
recommended rate requires approaching the community. 
Duration: 8 mins 43 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong [Extract] 
Interviewee: Peter Riley, Compere, ABC Radio [Extract] 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 12/08/2013 6:31:55 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is preparing to ask the community whether it would prefer high rates or a cutback 
in services to ensure the council's financial sustainability. Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbury says IPART 
needs to be notified by December of any intention to apply for a rate rise above the standard 
variation. 
Duration: 0 mins 55 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbury, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 10/09/2013 6:40:46 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Wollongong Council is set to launch a community panel within weeks, as an attempt to cut costs 
across the business. Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council, says the panel will be 
truly representative. 
Duration: 1 mins 44 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Convenor  
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 17:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/09/2013 5:30:48 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Save Our Services wants greater transparency from Wollongong Council about its finances. A 
decision over cuts and rate rises needs to be made by December, when council has to inform IPART. 
Gordon Bradbury, Mayor, Wollongong City Council says the issue is the long term financial 
sustainability of council and insists TCorp have assessed them. 
Duration: 1 mins 30 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbury, Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/09/2013 12:32:39 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services wants an independent audit of Wollongong Council finances 
before any service cuts or rate rises take place. A decision over cuts and rate rises needs to be made 
by December, when council has to inform IPART. 
Duration: 1 mins 03 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/09/2013 10:10:33 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services, regarding his address to the Wollongong Council 
last night, calling for an independent financial review of council 'books', before service cuts or rate 



rises take place. Council was informed of a structure renewal backlog of $192m in 2007, now it 
allegedly stands at $500m, while the community knew nothing of the increase. Save Our Services 
wants the council General Manager to create a comprehensive report of the current financial outlook, 
explaining how it has occurred, and then hire an independent third party to assess the report. 
Duration: 6 mins 25 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 11/09/2013 7:33:09 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council, says council hasn't made a decision yet 
about increasing rates or cutting services. A three month community consultation process will now 
begin. 
Duration: 0 mins 56 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 11/09/2013 8:33:24 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery says a panel of randomly selected Wollongong ratepayers will be asked 
for their views on rate rises and possible savings as part of a financial sustainability review for 
Wollongong Council. 
Duration: 0 mins 44 secs 
Interviewee: Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 11/09/2013 7:21:55 AM Compere: Peter Riley 
Pre-recorded interview between Melinda James, ABC reporter and Lord Mayor of Wollongong Gordon 
Bradbery about the planned community engagement programme to tackle the long term financial 
sustainability of the council. Riley says this follows the actions of Steve Spencer from Save Our 
Services who addressed the council because he was concerned about the financial sustainability 
review that was underway. Bradbery says they are approaching the community for their ideas and 
while no decisions have been made, he says they have identified that there is a depreciation bill of 
$60m per year and are only spending $45m to address it at present. He says they are working to 
reduce the deficit in regards to their long term financial sustainability and assures the community that 
they have been scrutinised by TCorp. Bradbery details the issues they are focussing on including 
infrastructure, roads, and West Dapto 'coming on line'. 
Duration: 4 mins 57 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Melinda James, Reporter, ABC Radio 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 11/09/2013 7:04:12 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council will launch a community panel in a bid to cut costs. The panel will include 
25-40 people chosen by random, and telephoned and will be briefed before making 
recommendations, with councillors having the final say. General Manager David Farmer says Council 
needs to find $200m over the next ten years to improve the city's assets. 
Duration: 0 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: David Farmer, General Manager, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 11/09/2013 6:31:11 AM Compere: Newsreader 



Gordon Bradbury, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council, says the council is showing courage by 
addressing the issue of its long term financial sustainability. The council is asking residents over the 
next three months whether they prefer an increase in rates and charges or service cuts to fund 
infrastructure maintenance. 
Duration: 0 mins 57 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbury, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 15/10/2013 6:30:29 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Gordon Bradbury, Wollongong Lord Mayor, is rejecting suggestions the identities of the city's citizens 
panel, which provides feedback to council about areas where costs could be cut or rates and fees 
increased, should be made public. Anna Watson, Shellharbour MP, is calling for more transparency 
around the panel. 
Duration: 0 mins 48 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbury, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Anna Watson, Shellharbour MP 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 15/10/2013 6:31:17 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council's annual income has increased due to capital grants and developer 
contributions, with a net operating surplus of $25m. David Farmer, General Manager, Wollongong 
City Council, warns that there will be significant challenges ahead as infrastructure ages and needs to 
be renewed. 
Duration: 0 mins 44 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 15/10/2013 7:30:34 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Anna Watson, MP for Shellharbour has called for the members of Wollongong City Council's Citizens 
Panel to be publicly revealed but the idea has been rejected by Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord 
Mayor. 
Duration: 0 mins 59 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Anna Watson, MP for Shellharbour 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 16/10/2013 9:49:48 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Caller Gordon Bradbery, Mayor of Wollongong City Council says in response to the interview about 
the anonymity of the Community Citizen's Panel, that the Council will make the decisions, and says 
the panel is a means of achieving consultation. Bradbery explains the make up of the panel and says 
they statistically represent the city. Bradbery says that Shaun Prince [former Mayoral Candidate] 
believes he is the 'be all and end all' in terms of advice for the community however Bradbery says in 
the case of the panel, ordinary everyday people of the community are being consulted. 
Duration: 2 mins 44 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 16/10/2013 9:38:46 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Pre-recorded interview with Shaun Prince, former Mayoral Candidate for Wollongong Council and 
Stephen Spender(*)from Save Our Services, about the anonymity of the Community Citizen's Panel 
set up for the Wollongong Council. Rheinberger says he spoke with Shellharbour MP Anna Watson 



who believes the people need to be revealed, but Wollongong Mayor Gordon Bradbery rejects the 
suggestion. Spender says you can't have a healthy democracy if the process is not transparent and 
you do not know who is on the panel. He believes it is a cop-out on the part of the Council. Prince 
also agrees that the identities of the panel should be revealed. 
Duration: 11 mins 02 secs 
Interviewee: Shaun Prince, former Mayoral Candidate, Wollongong Council [Extract] 
Interviewee: Stephen Spender (*), Spokesperson, Save Our Services [Extract] 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 15/11/2013 7:29:56 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston and Geoff Phillips 
Closing Footage. More than 315 disgruntled workers and the community rallied against 
recommendations made by the citizens panel for major cuts to the Wollongong Council budget. 
Duration: 0 mins 09 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 17:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 15/11/2013 4:59:04 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Up to 500 people and council workers have rallied in Wollongong against the city's citizen-led panel 
budget evaluation. Arthur Rorris, South Coast Labour Council says progress has been made. 
Duration: 0 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: Arthur Rorris, South Coast Labour Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 15/11/2013 10:57:16 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
ABC reporter Nick McLaren says there are about 300 people at the Wollongong Council stop work 
rally outside the IPAC Theatre. He says Arthur Rhodes from the South Coast Labour Council, the MP 
for Wollongong Noreen Hay, General Secretary of the United Services Union Graham Kelly, and Felix 
Broninberg (*) from Save Our Services Wollongong will speak at the event. McLaren says council 
workers have rejected the idea of a citizens panel, because 34 people on the panel doesn't represent 
200,000 rate payers. He says Noreen Hay said any move to accept the report is a joke. 
Duration: 2 mins 33 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 17:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 19/11/2013 5:01:11 PM Compere: Newsreader 
There are calls for cuts to Wollongong Council staff in the debate over the city's budget problems. Cr 
Michelle Blicavs says we must do what is necessary to contain spending and the increase in rates, 
including cutting council staff and cutting their conditions. Graeme Kelly, United Services Union says 
the council is out of touch with the rest of the community. 
Duration: 0 mins 55 secs 
Interviewee: Cr Michelle Blicavs, Wollongong Council 
Interviewee: Graeme Kelly, United Services Union 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 2UE 
Program: Nights Producer: Ms Vanessa Till 
Aired On: 19/11/2013 10:09:08 PM Compere: Clive Robertson 
Regular Segment: Tomorrow's Headlines with Sarah Whyte, Sydney Morning Herald. Whyte says the 
Wollongong Mayor, Gordon Bradbery, is contemplating allowing three of the ocean pools to be 
reclaimed by the sea. Whyte says the reason is apparently to secure the long term finance of the 
council. [cont] 
Duration: 1 mins 29 secs 
Interviewee: Sarah Whyte, Sydney Morning Herald 
 



 
Location: Sydney Station: 2UE 
Program: Breakfast Producer: Ms Sophie Onikul 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 6:58:36 AM Compere: Ian ’Dicko’ Dickson and Sarah Morice 
Dicko says Wollongong Council is thinking of letting the sea reclaim three of their ocean pools. Morice 
says they are great and doesn't want them closed down. 
Duration: 1 mins 17 secs 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 702 ABC Sydney 
Program: Breakfast Producer: Mr Lotta Haegg 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 6:42:01 AM Compere: Adam Spencer 
Interview with Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong City Council about the possibility that they 
may reduce the number of ocean pools they operate. Bradbery shares that they are looking 
specifically at one of their eight pools, and notes that councils have to get their head around how they 
spend their money. 
Duration: 5 mins 32 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 20/11/2013 6:32:13 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong residents have until five o'clock today to have their say on service cuts and rate rises, 
recommended by a citizen's panel. As part of a review of the long term financial sustainability of 
Wollongong Council, a citizens panel was set up to give feedback to councillors on possible savings 
and fee increases. Hundreds of council workers walked off the job in protest last week. Petitions have 
been launched and rallies held to save facilities like the Unanderra Library and the Coalcliff Hall. 
Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong says no decisions have yet been made. 
Duration: 0 mins 53 secs 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 702 ABC Sydney 
Program: Breakfast Producer: Mr Lotta Haegg 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 6:26:32 AM Compere: Adam Spencer 
Program Preview - The cost of upkeeping ocean pools, with Wollongong Council considering closing 
some down. 
Duration: 0 mins 20 secs 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: ABC1 
Program: ABC News Producer: Mr Glenn Trowbridge 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 7:18:16 PM Compere: Juanita Phillips 
Three ocean rock pools in the Illawarra face closure, as Wollongong Council considers ways to 
reduce spending. Local residents are now rallying to stop the Coalcliff Rock Pool. Wollongong Council 
says it has spent $5 million on rock pool capital works in the last five years, while the annual cleaning 
bill is $400,000. 
Duration: 1 mins 47 secs 
Interviewee: Jenny Dalmer, Coalcliff resident 
Interviewee: Pat Goodchild, Coalcliff Community Association 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 7:04:12 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Hundreds of submissions have been submitted against the Wollongong Council Citizens Panel 
recommendations, including a proposal to shut down a number of its sea pools. The norther suburbs 
community is particularly upset after learning their ocean pool may be closed. Council spent $400,000 
cleaning the rockpools last year. 
Duration: 1 mins 55 secs 



Interviewee: vox pops 
Interviewee: David Farmer, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Beth Cooper-Wares 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 10:59:57 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Coalcliff feels it is being picked on by Wollongong City Council. Recommendations by the council 
appointed citizen's panel includes several that will directly impact the small town. Jo Reed, Save 
Coalcliff says it is not the first time the villages in Wollongong's north have been targeted for cuts and 
they have had enough. 
Duration: 0 mins 44 secs 
Interviewee: Jo Reed, Save Coalcliff 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 702 ABC Sydney 
Program: Afternoons Producer: Ms Laura McAuliffe 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 1:17:39 PM Compere: James Valentine and John Donegan 
Valentine says Wollongong Council has decided to stop maintaining their ocean pools. He comments 
that he doesn't think it would be allowed to create something like the pools these days. 
Duration: 2 mins 41 secs 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 702 ABC Sydney 
Program: Mornings Producer: Mr Yuske Aso 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 10:39:10 AM Compere: Linda Mottram 
Interview with Marie-Louise McDermott, historian, regarding her thesis A History of Ocean Pools 
Across Sydney. Mottram says Wollongong Council is considering not continuing to maintain three 
ocean pools in the Illawarra area, which cost the council more than $800,000 a year to clean. Mottram 
refers to Adam Spencer's interview with the Wollongong Mayor this morning. McDermott says the 
pools are often threatened on the grounds of cost and safety, but the pools are very special in the 
history of swimming and the beach culture of Australia. McDermott talks about the history of the 
pools, saying ones at Newcastle were largely built by convicts, whereas the Harbour Pools had more 
of an element of private enterprise and tourism. McDermott says they provided important safety 
before the start of the lifesaver movement. McDermott says in the early 20th century Bulli Shire 
Council said they could not afford to maintain the Scarborough Pool, so it was left for the sea to take 
back, but some people still swim there. 
Duration: 8 mins 17 secs 
Interviewee: Marie-Louise McDermott, historian 
Mentions: Illawarra Mercury 
 
 
Location: Sydney Station: 702 ABC Sydney 
Program: 07:45 News Producer: Mr Trevor Thompson 
Aired On: 20/11/2013 7:55:22 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The chance for public comment on the recommendations from Wollongong Council Citizens Panel 
ends today. The closure of facilities like the Unanderra Library and the Coalcliff Hall have led to 
petitions being circulated and rallies being held. 
Duration: 0 mins 57 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 7:15:22 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Hundreds of residents have signed a petition against Wollongong City Council's citizens panel 
recommendation to close Unanderra Library. Sandra Luschwitz, Unanderra Community Centre says 
the library is popular and well utilised. Its closure will save Council $200,000. Residents are fearful 
how elderly and disadvantaged people will get to the closest libraries at Wollongong and Dapto 
because the Unanderra train station has no lift. 



Duration: 1 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: Peter Stanhope, Unanderra Community Centre 
Interviewee: Sandra Luschwitz, Unanderra Community Centre 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 21/11/2013 12:31:11 PM Compere: Newsreader 
The Wollongong Lord Mayor, Gordon Bradbery has addressed community concerns about 
recommendations made by a Citizen's Panel. He says the Council will need to flag with the 
Independent Pricing Regulatory Tribunal a possible rate rise but says it is not a done deal. Steven 
Spence(*) from Save our Services says the community has been left out of the process. 
Duration: 1 mins 11 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong 
Interviewee: Steve Spence, Spokesperson, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 7:01:31 AM Compere: Newsreader 
There have been 100s of submissions lodged against the Wollongong Council Citizen's Panel 
recommendations. 
Duration: 0 mins 10 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 8:55:10 AM Compere: Tony Arthur 
Continued interview with Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong, about the Citizen's Panel's 
recommendations. Caller Daniel says that the panel is abdicating the Councillors of responsibility but 
Bradbery says the Councillors will ultimately be responsible for the decision making. Caller Shaun 
asks if the Council considered amalgamation with nearby councils and Bradbery says this was not in 
their report. [cont] 
Duration: 2 mins 02 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 7:15:22 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Hundreds of residents have signed a petition against Wollongong City Council's citizens panel 
recommendation to close Unanderra Library. Sandra Luschwitz, Unanderra Community Centre says 
the library is popular and well utilised. Its closure will save Council $200,000. Residents are fearful 
how elderly and disadvantaged people will get to the closest libraries at Wollongong and Dapto 
because the Unanderra train station has no lift. 
Duration: 1 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: Peter Stanhope, Unanderra Community Centre 
Interviewee: Sandra Luschwitz, Unanderra Community Centre 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 21/11/2013 12:31:11 PM Compere: Newsreader 
The Wollongong Lord Mayor, Gordon Bradbery has addressed community concerns about 
recommendations made by a Citizen's Panel. He says the Council will need to flag with the 
Independent Pricing Regulatory Tribunal a possible rate rise but says it is not a done deal. Steven 
Spence(*) from Save our Services says the community has been left out of the process. 
Duration: 1 mins 11 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong 
Interviewee: Steve Spence, Spokesperson, Save Our Services 



 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 7:01:31 AM Compere: Newsreader 
There have been 100s of submissions lodged against the Wollongong Council Citizen's Panel 
recommendations. 
Duration: 0 mins 10 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 21/11/2013 8:55:10 AM Compere: Tony Arthur 
Continued interview with Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong, about the Citizen's Panel's 
recommendations. Caller Daniel says that the panel is abdicating the Councillors of responsibility but 
Bradbery says the Councillors will ultimately be responsible for the decision making. Caller Shaun 
asks if the Council considered amalgamation with nearby councils and Bradbery says this was not in 
their report. [cont] 
Duration: 2 mins 02 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 22/11/2013 7:32:50 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council says it has received about 500 submissions in response to the recommendations 
of a citizens' panel. Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong, says there will be a number of 
further opportunities for the community to comment before the June budget. 
Duration: 0 mins 24 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 22/11/2013 6:02:18 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council has received around 500 public submissions over the recommendations of 
the Citizens Panel, that included cuts to services and rate rises. 
Duration: 0 mins 24 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 17:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 2/12/2013 5:01:38 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Local council rates will increase by about $20 a year in most parts of NSW with IPART approving a 
maximum rate increase of 2.3% for next year. Wollongong City is applying to raise rates by 10%. 
Duration: 0 mins 22 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 3/12/2013 7:13:20 PM Compere: Geoff Phillips 
The Save Coalcliff Community Action Group will hold a public meeting tomorrow night. The group has 
lodged a freedom of information request to discover how much Coalcliff contributes to council coffers. 
Duration: 0 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: Leigh Colacino, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 3/12/2013 7:11:30 PM Compere: Geoff Phillips 
Wollongong Council has released three scenarios to cut $20m from its budget. All three include a rise 



of rates. 
Duration: 1 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Leigh Colacino, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 17:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 3/12/2013 5:30:42 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is to consider three main options for addressing its financial future in a report to 
go to next monday's meeting. All three options involve a mix of measures to reduce services and 
increase rates and Wollongong Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery says it is necessary to find money to 
pay for future capital expenditure by making efficiencies, cutting services or increasing rates. 
Duration: 0 mins 52 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 17:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 3/12/2013 5:30:42 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is to consider three main options for addressing its financial future in a report to 
go to next monday's meeting. All three options involve a mix of measures to reduce services and 
increase rates and Wollongong Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery says it is necessary to find money to 
pay for future capital expenditure by making efficiencies, cutting services or increasing rates. 
Duration: 0 mins 52 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 9:02:02 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong ratepayers will be left with no option but to accept rate hikes way above the government 
cap or drastic cuts to services. Councillors will be called on to pick one of several options aimed at 
saving money for the Council. 
Duration: 0 mins 24 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 17:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 5:03:28 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Coalcliff residents who are concerned about service cuts recommended by the Wollongong Council 
Citizens Panel can attend a public meeting tonight. 
Duration: 0 mins 18 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 7:02:13 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
Resident groups are incensed over Wollongong city council's plans to cull $200 million from the 
budget over the next decade. The Save Our Services group believes that the council's plan is a rush 
job and proper consultation has not taken place. 
Duration: 1 mins 56 secs 
Interviewee: vox pops 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Convenor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 12:03:33 PM Compere: Newsreader 



Wollongong ratepayers may have to accept rate hikes and service cuts by the council. 
Duration: 0 mins 29 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 11:00:49 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The extent of the catchup facing Wollongong City Council has been revealed in a report in which 
council staff are given four budget options, including rate rises, and cuts to services. 
Duration: 0 mins 19 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 11:01:35 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The Save Coalcliff group will hold a public meeting tonight to discuss budget cuts proposed by 
Wollongong Council. They have recommended some rock pools be closed to save $135,000. 
Duration: 0 mins 22 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 10:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 10:02:16 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has release three scenarios to cut around $20m from its budget, all three with 
rates rises. Gordon Bradbery. Lord Mayor, Wollongong, says the change is needed. 
Duration: 0 mins 36 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery. Lord Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 12:31:58 PM Compere: Newsreader 
The group Save Our Services is critical of Wollongong Council's plan to budget for future asset 
renewal and infrastructure programs. The council has released four options to take to the next council 
meeting aiming to free up $21m per year. 
Duration: 0 mins 53 secs 
Interviewee: Steven Spencer, Spokesperson, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 9:01:19 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has released three scenarios to cut around $20m annually from its budget. 
Duration: 0 mins 10 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 7:02:01 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong ratepayers may have to accept rate hikes and service cuts by the council. 
Duration: 0 mins 22 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 7:04:17 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council release potential plans to cut its budget. 
Duration: 0 mins 10 secs 
 
 



Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 8:55:50 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Caller Jim says [in regards to the Wollongong Council's budget] that the productivity of the Council 
should be questioned as should their wages and salary budgets. He asks if the Council checks the 
productivity of contractors and says the council has decimated the workforce in favour of contractors. 
He also questions the decision making process of the Council and asks if the necessity of a Citizen's 
Panel shows the incompetence of the General Manager. 
Duration: 1 mins 46 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 8:39:00 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Steven Spencer, from Save Our Services, about the proposed budget options from the 
Wollongong City Council. Rheinberger notes the interview with the Lord Mayor [Gordon Bradbery] 
discussing the four budget options the Council is considering. Rheinberger plays a pre-recorded 
interview with Councillor Leigh Colacino, who says he is happy the decision is coming before the 
Council and wishes to represent the wants of the community. He notes he is on the Destination 
Wollongong Board and recognises how important tourism is to the area. Rheinberger says Save Our 
Services is planning a protest outside Wellington City Council next Monday because the Wollongong 
Community has not been properly consulted. Spencer says he believes the Council is jumping and 
says they have called for an independent financial review of council. He says the Lord Mayor and the 
General Manager have told the community they are not facing a crisis, but says if there is a large rate 
rise this should be considered as a crisis. He mentions the Mall and the Gateway Centre and says he 
believes the council has conned the community. 
Duration: 9 mins 55 secs 
Interviewee: Leigh Colacino. Councillor, Wollongong City Council[Extract] 
Interviewee: Steve Spencer, Spokesperson, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 8:35:25 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Program Preview -Wollongong City Council Budget options. -The future of David Brown Gear 
Industries, another manufacturing company that is losing a lot of people and is suffering from the 
mining down turn. - 
Duration: 2 mins 26 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 7:23:16 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Interview with Gordon Bradbery about the four budget scenarios on offer from the Wollongong City 
Council. Parsons notes that if there is a rate rise, the decision must go to IPART. Bradbery explains 
the redirection of funds and says scenario four is not recommended, and emphasises the choices are 
not all about rates. Caller Tony, asks if the budget difficulties are a result of cuts from the NSW 
Government, and Bradbery says under the previous Labor Government they had certain 
commitments made that are now being challenged and says Local Government is 'feeling the pinch'. 
Bradbery says he is leaning towards scenario two. He says the recommendations of the Citizen's 
panel were harsh and does not believe the city wants those. 
Duration: 7 mins 32 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 8:30:20 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is considering four options for addressing its financial future. Gordon Bradbery, 
Lord Mayor of Wollongong says it is necessary to cut services, increase rates, and make efficiencies. 



Leigh Colacino, Wollongong councillor is pushing for more funding for the Grand Pacific Walk, but 
does not want to see the Coalcliff Ocean Pool forced to close, or reduced beach patrols for Coalcliff. 
Duration: 1 mins 02 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong 
Interviewee: Leigh Colacino, Wollongong Councillor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:00:21 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council have been given four budget options, including a steep rate rise and drastic 
cuts to services to catch up. 
Duration: 0 mins 20 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:25:32 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Newspaper Headlines Illawarra Mercury - Wollongong City Council and residents face a choice 
between a rate raise or cuts to services and council jobs. Illawarra Mercury - Deputy SES 
Commissioner Steven Pearce used a work credit card to buy $286 roof racks, as the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption was told yesterday. Illawarra Mercury - Chris Anderson's Art 
Installation. Daily Telegraph - The Federal Government freezes visas for refugees. Daily Telegraph - 
Police allege disability pensioner Hamdi Alqudsi is the mastermind behind a group sent to fight 
alongside Al Qaeda. Daily Telegraph - Teenagers reading and maths skills have fallen. Daily 
Telegraph - Prime Minister Tony Abbott accused ABC Management of lacking sense. Sydney 
Morning Herald - Intelligence and security agencies are investing a suspected industrial espionage 
case at CSIRO. Sydney Morning Herald - The decline in maths and reading levels in High School 
students. Sydney Morning Herald - The egg shortage. Sydney Morning Herald - Fuel discounts may 
come to an end. The Australian - The secret offer James Hird to end the AFL drugs shame. The 
Australian - Abbott blasts the ABC's judgement on spying. 
Duration: 4 mins 46 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:19:32 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Parsons notes [in relation to the budget options proposed by the Wollongong City Council], that none 
of the scenarios look pleasant for rate players. McLaren says he is puzzled why they included option 
four. 
Duration: 0 mins 43 secs 
Interviewee: Nick McLaren, Reporter, ABC Radio 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:19:03 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
News Headlines -A man has drowned in the surf at a beach near Ulladulla. -Three surfers, have 
saved a father and son struggling in a rip. -Wollongong Council Officers have prepared a report 
canvassing three viable options for the city to address its current long term budget shortfall. -A 
Batemans Bay women has won this year's ReVive art prize. 
Duration: 0 mins 29 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:16:33 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Program Preview -Interview with the Lord Mayor of Wollongong [Gordon Bradbery] about Wollongong 
City Council Staff who have presented to council four budget scenarios to choose from. Parsons 
notes that none are palatable if you are a rate payer. 



Duration: 0 mins 44 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 4/12/2013 6:31:36 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council Officers have prepared a report canvassing three viable options for the city to 
address its current long term budget shortfall. 
Duration: 0 mins 55 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 5/12/2013 9:01:35 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has released options to cut $200m from the budget over the next decade. The 
Mayor says it is more about redirecting services than slashing them. Stephen Spencer, Save Our 
Services, says an independent review is needed. 
Duration: 0 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 10:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 5/12/2013 10:01:58 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The community and local councillors are divided, after Wollongong Council released its options to cut 
$20 million each year for the next decade. 
Duration: 0 mins 08 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 5/12/2013 8:50:01 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Jo Reed from the Coalcliff Community Association about the Wollongong City Council's 
budget options and the lack of services in the Northern Suburbs. Reed discusses the issues raised at 
their community meeting and said their main concern was the Pool. She says their rates are high in 
the area and discusses the redistribution of their rates. She says a lot of people have lost faith in the 
competence of the Council. 
Duration: 9 mins 24 secs 
Interviewee: Jo Reed, Coalcliff Community Association 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 5/12/2013 7:03:04 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The community and councillors are divided after Wollongong Council released its options to cut $20m 
from the budget over the next decade. The options range from big cuts to services to a rate rise of up 
to 25%. Steve Spencer, Save Our Services, says an independent review is needed. 
Duration: 0 mins 40 secs 
Interviewee: Steve Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 5/12/2013 8:31:05 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Councillors are breaking ranks on plans to ensure the future economic viability of the city. 
Council has released four options to take to the next Council meeting on Monday, all four options 
aiming to free up an extra $21m a year. Option Four involves no rates increase and is not 
recommended. Bede Crasnich, Wollongong Councillor, says he supports option four. 



Duration: 0 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: Bede Crasnich, Wollongong councillor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 5/12/2013 7:39:35 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Interview with Councillor Bede Crasnich, from Wollongong City Council about the budget options put 
forward by the Wollongong Council. Parsons plays a pre-recorded interview with Lord Mayor Gordon 
Bradbery, and says he is leaning towards option two. Crasnich says he is leaning towards option four, 
and explains why, but Parsons notes that option four has be been all but ruled out. He says he does 
not want to raise the rates and says he is considering outsourcing. He notes that the United Services 
Union demonstrated last week. 
Duration: 4 mins 54 secs 
Interviewee: Bede Crasnich, Councillor, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong [Extract] 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 5/12/2013 7:35:24 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Program Preview -Interview with Wollongong Councillors about the budget options in front of the 
Wollongong City Council. He notes he interviewed Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery yesterday. 
Duration: 0 mins 29 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 5/12/2013 6:02:24 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The Save Our Services group is outraged by the scenarios Wollongong Council has presented to cut 
$200m from the budget over the next decade. 
Duration: 0 mins 38 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 5/12/2013 6:48:55 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Program Preview -Interview with councillors about the four budget options in front of the Wollongong 
council Parsons notes yesterday's interview with Lord Mayor of Wollongong, Gordon Bradbery. 
Duration: 0 mins 41 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: POWER FM Illawarra 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Graham French 
Aired On: 5/12/2013 6:02:24 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The Save Our Services Group is outraged at the scenarios that Wollongong Council has presented to 
cut $200m from the budget over the next decade. Steve Spencer, Save Our Services Group, says it is 
a rushed job. 
Duration: 0 mins 38 secs 
Interviewee: Steve Spencer, Save Our Services Group 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 6/12/2013 12:00:52 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong has won most of the $100 million Restart NSW Illawarra Infrastructure Fund. Warrigal 
Care, Wollongong University's iAccelerate project, and the Fowlers Road bridge. Lord Mayor Gordon 
Bradbery says the council still needs to go ahead with tough cost-saving measures. 



Duration: 0 mins 28 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 6/12/2013 9:32:51 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Caller Jim, asks [in regards to the Wollongong Council Criticism] why the Council has spent all the 
money on the mall, and says the Council seems to have little input. 
Duration: 8 mins 29 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 6/12/2013 9:27:14 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Councillor Michelle Blicavs about the criticism of Wollongong City Council. Blicavs says 
she has not suggested Council workers are not doing a good job, and says they are looking at the 
sustainability of the Council. She says when BlueScope was at its strongest, Wollongong was 
competing significantly for staff, and says this may be why there are 'amazing' conditions within the 
council. She says the enterprise agreement needs to be considered. 
Duration: 3 mins 50 secs 
Interviewee: Michelle Blicavs, Councillor, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 6/12/2013 6:00:35 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong, says the council is not off the hook yet, despite receiving over 
$64m for local projects as part of the NSW Government's Illawarra Infrastructure Fund. 
Duration: 0 mins 48 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 9/12/2013 12:31:53 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong councillors will tonight vote to place on exhibition a plan to support rate rises above the 
rate pegging levels, and implement a range of efficiencies and service cuts. Greg Petty, Wollongong 
Council wants an independent review of Council finances. Ann Martin, Wollongong Council says a 
rate rise is the only sensible option. 
Duration: 0 mins 48 secs 
Interviewee: Ann Martin, Wollongong Council 
Interviewee: Greg Petty, Wollongong Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 9/12/2013 8:30:20 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong councillors are expected to adopt a policy for exhibition tonight to support rate rises 
above the rate pegging limits, and a range of efficiencies and service cuts. Council will vote tonight to 
put on public display four budget options to address a budget shortfall of $11m a year. Councillors 
Bede Crasnich and Greg Petty say they won't support moves by the council administration to push for 
a rates rise. However, Anne Martin, Wollongong Council, says the majority of councillors will support 
options two and three. 
Duration: 0 mins 57 secs 
Interviewee: Anne Martin, Wollongong Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 9/12/2013 8:40:15 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 



Interview with Greg Petty, Wollongong Councillor. The Wollongong Council is considering either cuts 
or a rate rise to cover a projected shortfall in Council funds. Petty says the proposals put up tonight 
don't reflect all the options available. Petty says other options include transferring expenditure and 
capital and reviewing the depreciation. Petty says we need to get this right the first time. Petty says he 
is not prepared to entertain any rate rise this year. 
Duration: 7 mins 14 secs 
Interviewee: Greg Petty, Wollongong Councillor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 9/12/2013 8:37:00 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Program Preview: - [Wollongong] Council considering either service cuts or rate rises. - The start of 
the Royal Commission into abuse within institutions from a local point of view. - A surfing exhibition on 
at Wollongong Art Gallery. 
Duration: 0 mins 55 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 7:00:29 PM Compere: Geoff Phillips 
Wollongong councillors have made it clear that cutbacks are inevitable, but some residents are upset 
at the potential loss of rockpools, libraries and pools. A rate rise is also on the cards. Gordon 
Bradbery, Wollongong City Council Lord Mayor says without a rate rise the Council can't achieve 
everything. 
Duration: 1 mins 53 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong City Council Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Paul Wesley, United Services Union 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Group 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 9:01:26 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council voted overnight to go ahead with plans resulting in steep rate rises and 
service cuts to the city. The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal will be notified of the 
council's intentions. 
Duration: 0 mins 31 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 9:01:49 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Council plans to cut services in Wollongong have been condemned by the Save Our Services lobby 
group, which protested at a council meeting overnight. They were joined by United Services Union 
members and local residents. Group spokesperson Stephen Spencer wants to know why so much 
was spent upgrading Wollongong Mall if the council was seriously considering slashing services. 
Duration: 0 mins 40 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Spokesperson, Save Our Services 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 11:00:54 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Proposed rate rises and service cuts led to a rally outside Wollongong City Council chambers 
overnight. David Brown, Councillor, Wollongong City Council, says unfortunately they had not 
alternative. 
Duration: 0 mins 45 secs 
Interviewee: David Brown, Councillor, Wollongong City Council 
 



 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 7:04:04 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council voted overnight to go ahead with plans that will result in rate rises and 
service cuts to the city. Council will notify the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of its 
intention to apply for higher rates. 
Duration: 0 mins 28 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 9:33:18 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
News headlines - Holden Chief Mark Devereux says no decision has been made about the future of 
operations in Australia, giving evidence to the Productivity Commission. - The Australian Greens with 
Christine Milne, Leader, are moving to set up an inquiry to oversee the Federal Government's 
Commission of Audit. - Wollongong Council has voted in favour of a rate rise above rate pegging limit. 
Duration: 0 mins 59 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 8:30:20 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has voted to adopt a rate rise for council above the rate pegging limit. The 
council will write to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal to flag their intentions. Council 
voted for adopting one of three different scenarios put forward under the Securing Our Future 
Financial Sustainability Review. David Brown, Labor Councillor, says that the reality is that most local 
governments need to cut costs. 
Duration: 0 mins 47 secs 
Interviewee: David Brown, Labor Councillor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 8:44:44 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
[cont] Interview with Cr. Greg Petty, who wanted Option 4 at the Wollongong City Council meeting last 
night but decided not to vote against the whole project because while he is slightly critical of it he still 
wants to get community input. He agrees with Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor, that 
something needs to be done. Rheinberger asks why he didn't go on record as wanting Option 4. 
Duration: 2 mins 12 secs 
Interviewee: Cr. Greg Petty, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 8:44:44 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
[cont] Interview with Cr. Greg Petty, who wanted Option 4 at the Wollongong City Council meeting last 
night but decided not to vote against the whole project because while he is slightly critical of it he still 
wants to get community input. He agrees with Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor, that 
something needs to be done. Rheinberger asks why he didn't go on record as wanting Option 4. 
Duration: 2 mins 12 secs 
Interviewee: Cr. Greg Petty, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 8:38:58 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor. Rheinberger notes Save Our Services 
Wollongong convener Stephen Spencer addressed Wollongong Council last night over savings 
measures being considered. Bradbery says they have voted on the three scenarios they will consider, 



with different levels of rate rises, savings and efficiencies. Bradbery says when he came to Council he 
was aware they were servicing a massive amount of assets on a small budget. He says many assets 
are reaching their use-by date, and it has to be addressed incrementally in order to avoid a crisis in a 
few years' time. [cont] 
Duration: 5 mins 46 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Wollongong [excerpt] 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 9:05:57 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Program preview - Wollongong Council meeting voting on three options for rate increase. - Albion 
Park bypass may affect Croom Regional Sporting Complex. - Alzheimer's Australia. 
Duration: 1 mins 24 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 7:30:25 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council will write to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal to ask for a general 
rates rise increase above the rate pegging level, following a vote at last night's Council meeting. 
Duration: 0 mins 59 secs 
Interviewee: Cr George Takacs, Wollongong Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 7:30:25 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council will write to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal to ask for a general 
rates rise increase above the rate pegging level, following a vote at last night's Council meeting. 
Duration: 0 mins 59 secs 
Interviewee: Cr George Takacs, Wollongong Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 6:01:10 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Proposed rate rises and service cuts led to a rally outside Wollongong City Council overnight. 
However, motions that included rate rises and service cuts were passed by the council. Cr David 
Brown, Wollongong City Council, says doing nothing is not an option. 
Duration: 0 mins 47 secs 
Interviewee: Cr David Brown, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 6:51:26 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Parsons says last night Wollongong City Council have voted to look into rate rises, with three 
scenarios to be examined. 
Duration: 0 mins 31 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 10/12/2013 6:28:23 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Newspaper headlines - 14-year-old girl in intensive care after horrific crash. - Thieves steal Kids Wish 
Christmas decorations. - Wollongong Council takes first official step towards raising rates. - Johnson 
and Stokes cleared by ICC. - Catholic Church admits paying $43m in hush money to abuse victims. - 
Ashes test at WACA preview. - D-Day for Holden. - QBE Insurance Group chair Belinda Hutchinson 



steps down. - Court opens files on AWU fraud. 
Duration: 2 mins 12 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 10/12/2013 6:02:05 AM Compere: Newsreader 
A rally outside Wollongong Council has called for service cuts to be scrapped. Stephen Spencer(*), 
spokesperson, group opposing Wollongong Council cuts says council services like Unanderra Library 
and Lakeside Leisure Centre should not close. 
Duration: 0 mins 46 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer(*), spokesperson, group opposing Wollongong Council cuts 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 11/12/2013 11:01:18 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Protestors who gathered outside this week's Wollongong Council meeting say they will continue to 
push for a fully independent review of the council's finances. 
Duration: 0 mins 42 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 11/12/2013 6:01:13 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Protesters who gathered outside this week's Wollongong City Council meeting say they will push for a 
fully independent review of the council's finances. 
Duration: 0 mins 42 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 10:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 16/12/2013 10:01:14 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has written to the NSW regulator detailing plans to implement rate rises next 
year. 
Duration: 0 mins 14 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer:  
Aired On: 16/12/2013 6:21:11 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Newspaper Headlines Mercury - Wollongong City Council iso ne of 35 NSW Councils to notify of its 
intent to apply for a rate rise next year. Daily Telegraph - The Federal Government will post a $47b 
deficit tomorrow and warn of a further decade of deficits as it exposes the 'fiscal disaster' Treasurer 
Joe Hockey claims has been left by Labor. Sydney Morning Herald - When Joe Hockey was wanting 
to be PM as a young man he had no idea he would be a 'bomb disposal expert' as treasurer. Sydney 
Morning Herald - Ashes are in reach Sydney Morning Herald - The woman at the centre of the military 
sex scandal has been named Daily Life's Woman of the Year. Financial Review - Abbott Government 
abandoned target of returning the budget to surplus in four years. The Australian - Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono, President of Indonesia, is determined to restore his country's relationship with Australia. 
The Australian - Federal Deficit set to double in the next four years as Tony Abbott, PM vows to 
embark on a repair job. The Australian - National Union Leader Steve Purvinas has backed the 
Coalition's proposed Royal Commission into unions and called for a ban on slush funds. 
Duration: 3 mins 54 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 



Aired On: 6/01/2014 7:15:15 PM Compere: Geoff Phillips 
Chris Connor, Deputy Mayor, Wollongong City Council admits the way council explored cutting 
expenditure through a citizens panel process could have been handled differently. Connor says he is 
looking forward to 2014, including the development of the largest land release outside of Sydney. 
Duration: 1 mins 45 secs 
Interviewee: Chris Connor, Wollongong City Council Deputy Mayor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:30 News Producer:  
Aired On: 13/01/2014 12:30:15 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Stephen Spencer, Save our Services Wollongong, says people aren't responding to a survey on 
Wollongong Council's handling of financial review because Council has predetermined the outcome. 
The Council website says that more than half people support rate rises and cuts to services and staff. 
Duration: 0 mins 56 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 13/01/2014 9:32:36 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
News headlines: - Residents in WA Perth Hills are still waiting to find if their homes were destroyed by 
bushfires. - More than 20 farmers, environmentalists and owners have begun a protest at Whitehaven 
Coals Maules Creek project near Boggabri. The mine was approved last year by Tony Burke, former 
Environment Minister. - The United Nations says that it will take months to rebuild in Tonga after a 
cyclone. - A group critical of the Wollongong Council's handling of its financial review says that people 
aren't responding to a survey because the Council has already made the outcome. 
Duration: 1 mins 32 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 13/01/2014 7:10:45 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston and Geoff Phillips 
Save Our Services says it is not surprised that Wollongong City Council has had a small number of 
responses to its latest round of consultation to cut the budget. The community group says views of 
residents have been largely ignored. The options range from the controversial citizen's panel 
recommendations, to an 8% rate rise with minimal cuts to services. 
Duration: 2 mins 00 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 
Interviewee: Chris Connor, Wollongong City Council Deputy Lord Mayor 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 14/01/2014 6:01:44 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The latest Valuer-General's report on Wollongong properties show land values have not risen, but the 
Wollongong City Council says its planned rate rises of around 25% over the next three years will still 
go ahead. 
Duration: 0 mins 20 secs 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 14/01/2014 12:03:46 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Community group Save Our Services says it is not surprising Wollongong Council had a small 
number of responses to its latest round of consultations cut the budget. Stephen Spencer, Save Our 
Services, says it is unfair the community has to choose from options that council, and not residents, 
have come up with. 
Duration: 0 mins 41 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services 



 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 7/02/2014 8:43:16 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Debra Murphy, CEO, Illawarra Business Chamber, about business rates. Rheinberger 
says Wollongong has the third highest rates in NSW behind Sydney and Parramatta and Murphy is 
calling on council not to further increase business rates. She says lower rates would attract more 
businesses to the region. 
Duration: 6 mins 35 secs 
Interviewee: Debra Murphy, CEO, Illawarra Business Chamber 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 7/02/2014 9:07:51 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with with Greens Cr Jill Merrin about the rates review. Merrin more than 50% of residents 
want a lower rate rise or no rise at all and council should listen to that. She says council needs to 
provide services but there are a lot of people in hardship. 
Duration: 3 mins 11 secs 
Interviewee: Cr Jill Merrin, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 7/02/2014 9:11:02 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Liberal Cr Michelle Blicavs about the rates review. Blicavs says residents should not be 
expected to fund the rate increase and is calling for an efficiency restructure within council. She is 
calling for a special rate variation. 
Duration: 3 mins 13 secs 
Interviewee: Cr Michelle Blicavs, Wollongong City Council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 7/02/2014 9:14:15 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Mayor Gordon Bradbury about the rates review. Bradbury says council is deciding on 
which rate rise to put to IPART and confirms they are not contemplating massive hikes in business 
rates. He says staff are doing their best to ensure they deliver good services and he doesn't want 
council to become inefficient through further cuts. 
Duration: 4 mins 05 secs 
Interviewee: Mayor Gordon Bradbury, Wollongong City council 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 11:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 7/02/2014 11:00:39 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The Illawarra Business Chamber rand local shop owners have criticised a plan by Wollongong 
Council to increase business rates under the Securing Our future proposal. Gordon Bradbury, Mayor 
of Wollongong, says any increase will be in line with CPI. 
Duration: 0 mins 43 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbury, Mayor of Wollongong 
 
 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer:  
Aired On: 7/02/2014 12:05:56 PM Compere: Newsreader 
The Illawarra Business Chamber and local shop owners have criticised a plan by Wollongong Council 
to increase business rates. 
Duration: 0 mins 16 secs 
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Wollongong Advertiser, Community Update, 20 November 2013 
 

 
 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, Community Update, 27 November 2013 
 

 
 
 



Wollongong Advertiser, Community Update, 4 December 2013 
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Wollongong Advertiser, Community Update, 8 January 2014. 
 

 
 
 



FULL PAGE ADVERTISEMENT 
 
Illawarra Mercury: 18 January 2014 
Wollongong Advertiser: 18 December 2013, 22 January 2014 and 29 January 2014. 
 

 



MEDIA RELEASES 
 
Future Financial Challenge Statement from Council’s General Manager, David Farmer - 23 May 2013 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/news/Pages/futurefinancialchallenge.aspx 
 
Financial Sustainability Review - 10 September 2013 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/news/Pages/financialsustainabilityreview.aspx 
 
Have your say on our future - 20 September 2013 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/news/Pages/ourfuture.aspx  
 
Citizens Panel report on Financial Sustainability - 5 November 2013 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/news/Pages/Citizens-Panel-report-on-Financial-
Sustainability.aspx 
 
Community feedback closes on Citizens Panel report  - 21 November 2013 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/news/Pages/Community-feedback-closes-on-Citizens-
Panel-report.aspx 
 
Tennis Club roof to be replaced - 2 January 2014 
http://wccmediareleases.wordpress.com/2014/01/02/tennis-club-roof-to-be-replaced/ 
 
Corrimal District Library and Community Centre refurbishment - 10 January 2014 
http://wccmediareleases.wordpress.com/2014/01/10/corrimal-community-centre-refurbishment/  
 
Stablisation work on Mt Keira Road has commenced - 14 January 2014 
http://wccmediareleases.wordpress.com/2014/01/14/stabilisation-work-on-mt-keira-road-has-
commenced/ 
 
Crown Street Mall refurbishment to resume in 2014 - 21 January 2014 
http://wccmediareleases.wordpress.com/2014/01/21/crown-street-mall-refurbishment-to-resume-in-
2014/ 
 
Securing Our Future feedback - 7 February 2014 
http://wccmediareleases.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/securing-our-future-feedback/  
 
 
WEBSITE 
 
Public exhibition and feedback site 
http://haveyoursaywollongong.com.au/projects/financial-sustainability  
 
 
VIDEO 
 
Message from the Lord Mayor, posted 9 September 2013 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCWC0QWC7ew&list=UUXkrehyqkWkehgiXnGZ-4Vw&feature=c4-
overview  
 
Securing Our Future, posted 4 November 2013 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feQwYtabnsQ&feature=c4-
overview&list=UUXkrehyqkWkehgiXnGZ-4Vw  
 
 
TELEVISION COMMERCIAL 
 
WIN Television, aired 20 – 23 January 2014 inclusive. 
Also available on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epwaf70SsyI&feature=youtu.be  
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Residents Face Rate Hikes – Illawarra Mercury 
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Group Speaks Out on Council Address Ban – Illawarra Mercury 
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Rates Pain on the Way – Illawarra Mercury 
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Council Backs Rate Rise, Service Cuts – Illawarra Mercury 

18 February 2014 - Page 2 



  
 

Union Draws Battle Lines – Illawarra Mercury 
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Call to Block Rates Hike – Illawarra Mercury 
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Late Bid to Block Rates Hike – Illawarra Mercury 
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Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 14/02/2014 7:12:22 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston and Geoff Phillips 
Three recommendations to slash the Wollongong City Council budget have been met with resistance 
from the community. Ratepayers will be subject to a rates increase of around $50/year. The city's rock 
pools are unlikely to go, although this will come at the cost of footpath renewal. 
Duration: 1 mins 35 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong City Council Lord Mayor 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 6:30:23 AM Compere: Newsreader 
The Wollongong Council will tonight vote on whether to raise rates by more than 20% over the next 
three years. Wollongong Labor Councillor David Brown says he supports the increase and he believes it 
reflects community feedback that they would rather pay more and keep council run services open. 
Duration: 0 mins 41 secs 
Interviewee: David Brown, Councillor, Wollongong 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 12:00 News Producer: 
Aired On: 14/02/2014 12:02:11 PM Compere: Newsreader 
The Wollongong Council has released a report into securing its future, with detailed recommendations on 
service cuts and increased rates. 
Duration: 0 mins 45 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 8:43:06 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery about Wollongong City Council voting on recommendations 
for rate increases. Rheinberger says the vote is part of the council's efforts to get on top of a long term 
funding problem. Bradbery says the recommendation involves efficiency savings of $4m but they are not 
planning dramatic cuts in services. He says the rate rise will be 6.7% and residents are happy to pay 
more to save their services, including rock pools. 
Duration: 7 mins 12 secs 
Interviewee: Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong City Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 07:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 7:03:28 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is set to introduce a 6.63% annual rate rise until 2017. 
Duration: 0 mins 09 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 06:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 6:31:19 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has voted to ask IPART to approve a 21% rate rise over the next three years. 
Duration: 0 mins 24 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 06:00 News Producer: Mr Rob Gooda 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 6:02:19 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council has agreed at last night's meeting to pursue steep rates rises. 
Duration: 0 mins 16 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 8:31:38 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong City Council will vote tonight on whether to increase by 20 percent over the next three years 
and Councillor, Bede Crasnich says that is too much, especially for those on low incomes. 
Duration: 0 mins 45 secs 
Interviewee: Councillor, Bede Crasnich 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 8:50:18 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Melinda James interview with Cr Bede Crasnich, Wollongong City Council, about proposed rate increases. 
Crasnich says he is fighting to keep rates as low as possible and is pushing for leasing council owned 
assets to increase revenue. He says it's unfair to hit people with an 'unreasonable rate increase.' 
Duration: 2 mins 06 secs 
Interviewee: Cr Bede Crasnich, Wollongong City Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 8:43:06 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Interview with Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery about Wollongong City Council voting on recommendations 
for rate increases. Rheinberger says the vote is part of the council's efforts to get on top of a long term 



funding problem. Bradbery says the recommendation involves efficiency savings of $4m but they are not 
planning dramatic cuts in services. He says the rate rise will be 6.7% and residents are happy to pay 
more to save their services, including rock pools. 
Duration: 7 mins 12 secs 
Interviewee: Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong City Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Mornings Producer: Ms Jennifer Courtney 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 8:35:48 AM Compere: Nick Rheinberger 
Wollongong Council voting on their preferred option for their financial future. 
Duration: 1 mins 01 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 7:30:59 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Cr David Brown says the rate increases recommended by council staff is in line with 
community feedback about keeping services like ocean pools open. Council will tonight vote on whether 
to raise rates by more than 20% over the next three years. 
Duration: 1 mins 10 secs 
Interviewee: Cr David Brown, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Cr Bede Crasnich, Wollongong City Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: WIN Wollongong 
Program: WIN News Producer: Mr Peter Freestone 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 7:02:28 PM Compere: Kerryn Johnston 
A rate rise of more than 20% over three years is all set to go ahead with Wollongong councillors voting 
to lodge an application to make it a reality. A rowdy public gallery let councillors know what it thought 
about the rate rise. Representatives agreed to increase savings within Council and reduce the rate rise 
for residents. 
Duration: 1 mins 58 secs 
Interviewee: Bede Crasnich, Wollongong City Council 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong City Council Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Save Our Services Wollongong 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 08:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 8:30:18 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council will push ahead with its budget overhaul with eleven councillors voting for and 
Councillors Vicki Curran and Greg Petty voting against. The Council hope to have IPART approve a 21% 
rates increase over three years, among other fee increases and service cuts. The Lord Mayor, Gordon 
Bradbery, says councillors have been engaged in this process for months. Stephen Spencer, Spokesman 
for Save our Services, Wollongong, says they will write to IPART to oppose this and are calling for an 
independent review. Illawarra Business Chamber will also oppose the increase. 
Duration: 1 mins 24 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Wollongong Lord Mayor 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, Spokesman, Save our Services Wollongong 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 12:04:55 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has voted to increase rates by just over 6% every year for the next three years. 
Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong Council, says the money will be used for various repairs. 
Duration: 0 mins 43 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 07:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 7:30:28 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has voted to ask IPART to approve a 21% rate increase over the next three years. 
Eleven councillors voted for the package with two independent councillors against. Lord Mayor Gordon 
Bradbery says the plan has been amended slightly. 
Duration: 0 mins 39 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor, Wollongong Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: 17:30 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 5:31:23 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council wants assurances from the NSW Government by midday tomorrow that the 
demolition of the Port Kembla Copper Stack complies with all planning requirements. The resolution 
passed at last night's council meeting and there were calls on the Government to ensure residents won't 
be exposed to asbestos fibres and that all hazardous material is removed properly. Gordon Bradbury, 
Lord Mayor of Wollongong, says council wants Brad Hazzard, NSW Minister for Planning to take full 
responsibility. 
Duration: 0 mins 39 secs 



Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Lord Mayor of Wollongong 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer: Ms Nicole Charlton 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 9:03:57 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council is set to introduce a 6.63% annual rate rise until 2017. 
Duration: 0 mins 11 sec 
Location: Wollongong Station: i98 FM 
Program: 12:00 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 12:04:55 PM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has voted to increase rates by just over 6% every year for the next three years. 
Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong Council, says the money will be used for various repairs. 
Duration: 0 mins 43 secs 
Interviewee: Gordon Bradbery, Mayor, Wollongong Council 
Location: Wollongong Station: WAVE FM 
Program: 09:00 News Producer: 
Aired On: 18/02/2014 9:04:54 AM Compere: Newsreader 
Wollongong Council has applied to IPART for approval of rates rises of 21% over three years. 
Duration: 0 mins 08 secs 
Location: Wollongong Station: ABC Illawarra 
Program: Breakfast Producer: 
Aired On: 17/02/2014 7:39:07 AM Compere: Steve Parsons 
Interview with Stephen Spencer, convenor, Save Our Services, about possible rates increases in 
Wollongong. Parsons says tonight the Wollongong City Council will finally be voting on whether rates 
will go up and by how much, and what local services may have to go. Spencer says he has been 
banned from speaking on the issue at tonight’s meeting because he has already spoken, and says the 
stark choice the council is presenting between service cuts, fee charges and a rate rise is not telling the 
full story. He says Council is not explaining where the money has gone and is going in future, which is 
unfair. 
Duration: 4 mins 25 secs 
Interviewee: Stephen Spencer, convenor, Save Our Services 
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