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Presentation ComponentsPresentation Components

• The Draft Environmental Action Plan and 
proposed projects and priorities

• Resourcing the Draft Environmental Action Plan g
and proposed levy
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Draft Environmental Action Plan
• The EAP has been drafted using ideas and 

feedback provided late 2012 and early 2013

• Low cost projects or process improvements that 
b d t k i h i i ti t ffcan be undertaken in-house using existing staff 

& resources

• Larger projects requiring significant investment 
grouped under the following themes:g p g
– Estuary & Water Quality
– Biodiversity

Sustainability & Environmental Performance– Sustainability & Environmental Performance
– Dredging & Boating Improvements
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Examples of Internal Improvementsp p
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THEME ONE:

ESTUARY &WATER QUALITYESTUARY & WATER QUALITY
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THEME TWO:

BIODIVERSITY
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Other Benefits of Proposed ProjectsOther Benefits of Proposed Projects

Local economic benefits by:
• Providing employment and business opportunities in 

the implementation of projects

• Protecting and enhancing our beautiful natural 
environment which attracts people to visit and move to 
our area 

• Increasing fish stocks and oyster productivity through 
improved water quality
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Improved Recreational Opportunities:
• Cleaner rivers to fish and swim in

• Improved boating access
• Better managed natural areas to visit, picnic andBetter managed natural areas to visit, picnic and 

to see our local wildlife, such as Cattai Wetlands
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Resourcing the Plan
• Through the use of Council’s ability to control and guide 

development and building activity

• Existing programs like waste management & noxious weeds

• Existing staff and resources for internal projects• Existing staff and resources for internal projects

• External grant programs to supplement resources

• Collaborations and partnerships

• Development offsetsp

• Special Rate Variation for an Environmental Levy
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Current Budget - Environmental ProjectsCurrent Budget Environmental Projects
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External Grant FundingExternal Grant Funding

• Neighbouring councils having an Environmental Levy 
means that we are not able to effectively compete for 
external grant fundingexternal grant funding

• Council is currently implementing many projects where 
matching funding is not required (e g Federal Funding)matching funding is not required (e.g. Federal Funding)

• This results in our Council not being able to obtain its fair 
share of external funding for environmental projects
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Neighbouring Councils with Env LevyNeighbouring Councils with Env Levy
• Great Lakes Council has a 6% levy which generates 

$1 7M ll f i t l j t i it$1.7M annually for environmental projects in its 
region (including 1% specifically for dredging)

• Port Macquarie-Hastings Council has a levy which 
generates $432,000 towards its annual budget of 
$1 3M f i t l j t i it i$1.3M for environmental projects in its region

• Kempsey Shire Council has a levy which generates p y y g
$468,000 annually for projects. 
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Environmental Levy
• An Environmental Levy is a Special Rate Variation (SRV) 

which Council recently implemented for our roads

• Need to demonstrate to Council community support for an 
Environmental Levy in deciding whether to apply for an 
SRV – report to Council in November 2013SRV – report to Council in November 2013

• SRVs are approved by the Division of Local Government 
(DLG) referred to IPART to comment on social impacts(DLG), referred to IPART to comment on social impacts

• DLG decide on actual % rate and duration 

• SRV Application is due March 2014

• Approved SRV would commence 1 July 2014pp y
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What happens at the end of an 
Environmental Levy?
– Return to current level of funding allocated by Council 

to environmental projects ($115,000/yr in 2012/13) - so 
90% drop in available resourcesp

– Ad hoc implementation of projects as resources and 
funding opportunities become availableg pp

– Inability to provide matching funding to secure external 
grantsg a s

– Extension or continuation of the SRV could be sought
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Impacts on Rates

• 5% Environmental Levy

Residential Farm Business

Weekly increase 5% $0.91 $1.52  $3.14 
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In ConclusionIn Conclusion

1. Support and comment on draft Environmental1. Support and comment on draft Environmental 
Action Plan now sought:

- written submissions by 23 August 2013y g
- survey responses by 14 October 2013

2. Support and comment on the proposal to 
introduce an Environmental Levy also sought

- Written and survey responses as above
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