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Our Place: A Blueprint for 2023 - June 2013 
 

2. Our Places 
Sustainable Accessible Affordable Adaptable 
 

 
Singleton’s local economy is predominantly driven by mining. Mining accounts for about one fifth of our resident labour force, directly employing about 
2800 workers. Thousands commute to Singleton every day to work in one of our 20 coal mines or their associated support industries. In the past few years, 
this has caused increased traffic congestion and pressure on our roads network. You told us we need a bypass around the Singleton town centre, a safe 
road network and public transport that was accessible and practical. 
 
You also told us we needed more affordable housing, land to enable growth and diversification of our local economy so it wasn’t dependent on mining. You 
told us you wanted sustainable infrastructure and to make stormwater drains, footpaths, car parks and roads a priority in the next three years. Our 
community also said it wanted a revitalised town centre, more retail options, a café and eatery precinct and more cycle ways. Our agricultural heritage and 
community spaces that bring people together were also important. 
 

Our outcomes Our strategies Who can help 
Our community: 
� is safe 
� has sustainable assets 
� is well planned – 

sustainable, accessible, 
affordable 

� values its heritage 
� has vibrant spaces and places 
� is well connected 
� is attractive for locals and 

visitors 

2.1 Offer a range of cultural, sport and recreational 
facilities to meet the needs of our diverse community 
2.2 Plan for a sustainable and safe community 
2.3 Partner to improve our road and infrastructure systems 
2.4 Improve transport options within the community and 
region to ensure safety, reliability, affordability 
2.5 Revitalise community spaces and places 
2.6 Enable and encourage economic diversification 
2.7 Plan considering the past, present and a 
sustainable future 
2.8 Promote village living and lifestyle 

� Singleton Council (lead, 
facilitate, advocate, lobby, 
partner and provide) 

� State Government agencies 
� Business leaders 
� Transport providers 
� Developers 
� Community 
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Scenario Overview and Assumptions 

Base Case 

The Base Case models the continuation of councils services as currently provided. It assumes Council will continue to achieve a 
balance operating budget by closing any gap between revenue and expenditure by seeing improved efficiency gains in service 
delivery.  

Scenario 1 

As per the Base Case model but additional funds have been allocated to Council’s road network to bring this asset class up to a 
satisfactory level as detailed in Council’s Asset Management Plan. This Scenario includes a 5% Special Rate Variation in the 
2014/2015 financial year which has been estimated to generate an additional $700,000 in rate revenue which has been allocated 
towards covering the identified maintenance shortfall on Council’s road network as identified in Council’s Special Schedule 7 
“Conditions of public works” as at 30 June 2012.  
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