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Rate increase a
‘minor burden’
By Michael Cox

A UNIFIED Camden Council last
week supported a plan to apply for a
rate increase and a $2 million low
interest loan in an attempt to
reduce its $12.6 million asset
renewal scheme by half in the next
six years.

All nine councillors supported the
move.

Camden mayor Lara Symkowiak
called the councillors’ decision to
apply for a flat rate increase of
1.1 per cent for the next six years ‘‘a
win for ratepayers’’.

Councillors voted on an option to
use a combination of funds that
included: $1.5 million in internal
reserves, a reduced special rate vari-
ation which would create an extra
$2.5 million in rate revenue, and
$2 million of borrowings from the
state government’s loan infrastruc-
ture renewal scheme, which would
be repaid in 10 years.

Governance director Steve Kludass
said the council was making ‘‘in-
roads’’ to ensure it didn’t leave a leg-
acy of debt and a backlog of infra-
structure in years to come.

‘‘Now is the time to start kicking
some goals and start hacking into
the backlog,’’ he said.

‘‘If we do our bit today we can
keep it under control.’’

Mr Kludass said maintaining
assets, which included roads, parks
and community facilities, was argu-
ably the state’s, if not the nation’s

largest concern. He said the first
round of the state government’s
loan infrastructure renewal scheme
had funded 80 projects across 60
councils with almost $440 million.

‘‘It’s a novel idea and good
scheme,’’ Mr Kludass said.

At the end of the next financial
year the council’s special rate vari-
ation of 4.5 per cent will end.

However, the Independent Pricing
and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART)
has allowed councils across the
board to increase rates in 2013-2014
by 3.4 per cent.

The council devised its 1.1 per
cent increase to fit in with the
already approved 3.4 per cent,
aligning it with Camden’s current
rate system, at least for the next fin-
ancial year.

Mr Kludass said this policy would
tackle infrastructure maintenance
and didn’t rely solely on rate rev-
enue to do so.

‘‘It’s a good mix, a fair package and
a minor burden to ratepayers,’’ he
said.

Local Government and Shires
Association of NSW president Ray
Donald said: ‘‘Local government has
faced significant cost increases over
the past year, particularly in relation
to electricity and construction costs,
and it is good to see this reflected in
IPART’s determination.’’

Camden councillor Greg Cope-
land said the community would
accept the decision and see it as a
good compromise.

Struggling gallery shuts up shop

Struggling:
Art lovers Rowan
and Pania
Gregson, pictured
last year when they
took over the
iconic Boyd Fine
Art Gallery, which
will close the
doors this month
and sell online.
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‘
It was an extremely difficult decision to make as the
gallery is such an institution in the area

— Rowan Gregson

IT’S a case of Struggletown by
name and struggle by nature for
the iconic Boyd Fine Art Gallery,
which will close its doors this
month.

For almost three decades, the
gallery in Harrington Park’s Strug-
gletown complex has been a place
for Australian artists to exhibit and
sell their work.

But owners Rowan and Pania
Gregson said the retail outlet had
become ‘‘economically unviable’’
and the couple will move the busi-
ness online.

The couple cited the gallery’s
small size, ‘‘awkward entrance and
lack of complementary busi-
nesses’’ as reasons for the closure.

‘‘Interestingly, we have been told
many times ‘they don’t call it
Struggletown for nothing’,” Mr
Gregson said.

He said closing the business,
which he took over from the Boyd
family in October last year, was
‘‘extremely difficult’’.

‘‘The gallery is such an institu-
tion in the area. That’s why Pania
and I agreed to take over the gal-
lery in the first place,’’ he said.

The Gregsons said they would
continue to represent professional

artists through their website
(boydgallery.com.au) and hold
several ‘‘pop-up exhibitions’’ at
the Camden Civic Centre and The
Australian Botanic Garden Mount
Annan.

‘‘So instead of bringing people to
the art, we’ll be bringing art to the
people,’’ Mr Gregson said.

The Gregsons are holding a
‘‘farewell exhibition’’ and Christ-
mas sale with discounts of up to
25 per cent until Saturday,
December 22.
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