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7% Special Rate Variation

History & Heritage
Council will apply to the Independent Regulatory and Pricing Tribunal {iPART) for a Section
Maps 508 (2) Special Rate Variation for the 201312014 financial year.

Phota Ga!fefy In June 2042, Corowa Shire Council completed all the reguirements under Integrated Planning and

Reporting which included a Community Strategic Plan, Delivery Program and Operatienal Plan as
weli as Resourcing Sirategy consisting of a Long Term Financial Plan, Asset Management
Strategies, Policies and a Workforce Management Pian.

Home As part of Council's'Long Term Financial Pian a five year general rale rise of 7% was proposed
Latest News commencing 2013/2014.

Frequent Questions Foliowing the Sepiember Councit etactions, the new Councll is requdred to review and again adopt
Community Directory the Integrated Planning and Reporting Requirements by the end of June 2013,

Make a Payment In November 2012, IPART announced that the rate peg to apply in the 2013H4 financial year will be

s . 3.4%. This would raise Council an additional $140,333 of generai rate income.
mployment Vacancies

Contact us At the ordinary Couricil mesting held in December 2012, Council resolved to apply for a 3.6%

special rate variaticn for one year. This will raise an additional $148,588 of general rale income
above the rate peg amount.

For the average residential property this may mean an annual incfease in Couneil gensral rates of
$25.48 (Corowa), $26.15 (Howleng) and $43.60 (Mulwala). The average farmiand rate increase is

To subscribe to the ‘Shire estimated at $140.79. The general rate applies to the unimproved land vaiue as assessed by the
Snippets’ newsletler please Valuer General each three years,
enter your email address in the
box helow. Corowa Shire Council alse manages Water and Sewer services. Charges for these services are
@gr——; expectad o rigse but have not yet been detenninad. A long term savings plan is needed for a now

Sewarage Treatment Plant in Corowa with an expected cost of more than $20,000,660.

Additional income is needed for financial sustainability and infrastructure renewal pressures. Gouncil
has ageing infrastructure with current renewal needs costing as much as §44,000,000 with a key

Manage your subscription need for road renewal.

Fach year Counci faces increasing cost pressures including an estimated 5% rise in insurance
“costs, 10% in energy/utility charges and increasing construction cost. Cost shifting other leveis of
Government and award increases are among a number of other faciors that have placed added

pressure,

Carowa Shire Council has one of the lowest general rales in the State. This is shown in a repart
produced by Division of Local Government titlad "Comparative information of New South Walss
Local Government Councils 2010/201 1.

httpfiwww.dlg.nsw.gov.au/digidighome/documents/Comparatives/Comparatives_2010_11.pdf

The report shows Corowa Shire Coundil to have the lowest average general rate per residential
assessment in its group of iike Coungils. it shows Corowa Shire's raies to be 5400 less than the
State average and $200 less that the group average.

The average rate per assessment for Corowa Shire farmiarx is $400 ass than the group average
and less than the State average.

For the average business rate per assessment, Corowa Shire is tess than a quarter of the State
average and cne of the lowest in its group.

If approvat by Corowa Shire Coungil is obiained from IPART for the Speciat Variation, the forecasted
general rate income for 2013/2014 would be $4,427 683.

The following imeiable has been set out by IPART in relation to the application process:

Guidelines released November 2012

Rate peg announced by [PART Eaily December 2012
Notification of council's intenticn $o apply for 14 December 2012
I5508(2) variation requested

Applications for sh08(2) single year variations dus 19 March 2013

A pplications determined hid June 2013

http://www.corowa.nsw.gov.au/news/20121221717596.asp 8/03/2013




2 — Yarrawonga Chronicle, Wed, 23rd May, 2612

www.yarrawongachronicle com.au

Mostly Sunny
Min 5 Max 19°

Posslble Shoyrer
Min 4" Max 18°

Passlble Shower
MR 5° Max 16°

Passibla Shower
Min 4" Max 15°

- Itilter World

Water Punﬁmtmn Systems

Possible Shower
Min 4" Max 5"

By Racuear WiLLirr

Mulwala residents will
eljoy one more year
nf rate pegoping with a

3.6% rate increase this
financial year, hefore
facing rolling 7% rate
[ncreases for the foltow-
ing five years,

Corowa Shire Coun-
cil confirmed yesterday
it has plans to apply to
the Indebendent Pricing
and Regulatory Tribunal
for rate increases in ex-
cess of rate pegging lim-

art gallery, club meetings,

tuition for cd‘ucati(m,
eraflt, quilting, sewing,
knitting, yopa, support
group, cxercise group -
any use the community
needs on a daily, weekly
or monthly basis”

“The Yarrawonga Art-
ist's Group has indicated
their desire to retom to
the Railway Station on
a Thursday using two
rooms for approximately
6 hours. This is a gooed
start and we need like-
minded groups Lo occupy
the station building on a
regular basis,”

Members of the com-
munity and comvmunity
groups are asked to for-
ward to PO Box 171, Yar-
rawonga, 3730 as soon as
possible the following
information —

(r) identified uses
for either oz all of the 4
fooms in the railway sta-
tion building once refur-
bished (toilets available).
Room sizes approximate

* Book now! -
Have your Water '
Cooler compietely «
deaned & sanmsed

its from the 201372014
financial year.

Afteracceptinga3.6%
increase for 2012/2013,
the council will seek to
implement 7% rate in-
creases from 2013/2014
t0 2017/2018.

However, the appli-
cation for an additiona?
rates increase will also
have to be endorsed by
the new council elected
in Seplember.

Ageing infrastructure,
increasing wage costs, an
ageing population, more
than $700,000 in unpaid

rales and tsing waste,
energy and construction
costs were.cited as some
of the challenges facing
Corowa Shire Coun-
cil at a special budget
meetmg on Monday.
“When it comes to
general rates a 3.6%
increase in accordance
with rate pegging will
generate an additional
$151,080 which won't
cover increases in staff
wages alone let alone
address any other chal-
lenges,” said Director of
Corporate and Commu-

nity Services Xristy Kay,
“Based on that the pro-
posed 7% rate increase
the following vear will
generate an additional
$273,000 - the increase
in waste costs alone will
offset that rise.”
Corowa Shire
Council’s $30 million
201272013  operational
plan is delivered under
new NSW Goverament
planning and report-
ing framework which
requires couneils to not
only plan for the next
financial year but im-

Strategic Plan and Re-
sourcing  Strategy for
the next 10 years.

The draft of the four
year ' delivery program
and 2012/2013 opera-
ticnal plan endorsed by
council on Monday in-
cludes;

-more than $6 mil-
lion capital works on
zoads and drainage
%2012"2013),

-$50,000 annually for
the implementation of
the Corowa Riverfront
Master Plan,

Saleyards redevelop-
meal and expansion
(20121‘2013)

-$4.6 million Corowa
Swimming Pool
(2015/2016), and

- ongoing tourism, com-
munity development
and economic devel-

. opment Tescurces and
programs totally more
thar: $650,000, '

Council will seek no
new borrowings beyond
the existing $6.6milion
in the coming financial

‘plement a Community -$2.6 millieon Corowa year’ but wili borrow

$1.5million for the sale-
yards in 2013/2014 and
$3.35 million for the
Corowa Swimming Pool
in 20152018,

The draft defivery and
operational plans were
adopted by council on
Menday and wili be on
public "display for 28
days- with submissions
to be received by Juge
20.

— 52m x 39m, 52m x
7.6m, 5.2m x 45m and
5.2m x 4.75m.

(b} Number and rame
of people supporting
each suggestion,

(c) Length of time for
activity and scheduled
day, fime of day aad
number of hours re-
quired,

{d) Submitter’s pame,
address, contact number,
and email address Gf
available),

The infofmation will
be summarised for an
application to VicTrack
which will determine
which railway boildings
across  Victoria  have
demonstrated sufficient

use with broad commu-,

nity support.

"The Save Chur Station
sub-commiftee  of the
Historical Society has
beea able to defer demo-
littor of the railway sta-
tion building thus far and
now it is up to the jocal
community ¢ demon-
strate that they need and

will use the building if

restored under this State
Government  program
and thereby preserve
this 1888 icon of Yar-

A new State Government funding proposal could save the Yarra wonga Raiiway Siation.

‘rawonga’s history,” Ms
Price said, |

"The announcement of
this new State Goveran-

by VicTrack, indicates an

ment  Community Use
of Vacant Raijl Buildings
Program to be managed

® Aufornaiic -
e @ Tinted Windows
S & Alloy'Whesls -

extension of the 30 June
2012 deadline for coun-
cil’s decision on the ap-
plication for demolition

| short

of the Railway Station
lodged by VicTrack in
Jenuary 2011.”

The 808 sub-com-
mittee notified Moira
Shire on Friday, May 18
that insufficient Sinancial
piedges had been re-
ceived from the commu-
nity to fund the $525,000
cost estimate supplied
by VicTrack’s consuit-
ant for resloration of the
1888 Yarrawonga Rail-
way Station. A further
request for access for an
mdependent cost assess-
menf and meeting with
VicTrack to compare
cost ilems and negoti-
ate where savings could
be made (inclusive of
voluntary laboury did
not eventuate before ex-
piry of the 60 day pericd
granted to vs by Moira
Shire Council on March
19
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Rutherglen is known world
wine for vintage wine, though
for at least one weekend wine
has had to share equat bifi-
ing with vintage fashion and
bicycles.

The inaugural ruaping of The
Sweet Cycle on May 19 attracted
more than 60 cyclists to the region
for what was billed as a day of cy-
cling revelry in the glorious north
cast, .

The event was staged over a

Riders get into the spicit of The Sweet Cycle.

Icisurely 25km with attendees en-
joying regular stops to indulge in
some of the region’s finest food
and wine. Tweed was the attire of
choice for the majority of partici-
pants, with many completing the
look with a vintage bicycle.

Event organiser Lennie Lister of
Destination. Rutherglen was equal
parts thrilled and relieved come
the end of the day. '

"Raneing ouldoor events in late
autwmn can be nerve wracking, but
we were (reated to perfect weath-
er,” Lennie said. “The event was

at capacity, people really got on-
board with the vintage theme and
Teedback from atteadecs has been
universally great. The majority are
asking about next year and wanit-
ing to bring their friends.

“The day also ended with an en-
gagement, so we can safely say that
at least one couple will remember
the event for the rest of their Hves,

“In total we were able to show-
case more than a dozen local pro-
ducesrs through the event and also
highlight what a great region we
kave for recreational cycling. We

see cycle fourism becoming in-
creasingly important for the local
economy, and if's important that
we coniinue 1o streagthen our of-
fering.”

The Sweet Cycle formed part of ©
the inaugural High Country Har-
vest —a collective of more than 40
evenls spread across ten days in
North: Bast Victoria. Rutherglen
piays host te a number of other
great events which can be viewed
at  www.highcountryharvest.com.

to tollow

By Rachear Walerr

Corowa shire residents will enjoy
one more year of rate pegging with

a 3.6% rate increase this financiat
year, before facing rolling 7% rate in«
creases for the following five years.

Corowa Shire Council confirmed yes-
terday it has plans to apply to the Inde-
pendent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
for rate increases in excess of rate peg-
ging limits from the 2013/2014 financial

Car.
¥ After accepling a 3.6% increase for
2012/2013, the council will seek to imple-
ment 7% rale increases from 201372014
Lo 2017/2018,

However, the application for an addi-
tional rates increase will also have Lo be
endorsed by the new council elecied in
September.

Ageing infrastructure, increasing wape
costs, an ageing population, more than
$700,000 in unpaid rates and rising waste,
energy and consfruction costs were cited
as some of the challenges facing Corowa
Shire Council at a special budgel mect-
ing on Monday.

“When it comes to generalrates a 3.6%
increase in accordance with rate pegging
will generatc an additional $151,000
which won't cover increases in staff wag-
es ajone lei alone address any other chal-
lenges,” said Director of Corporate and
Corununity Services Kristy Kay. “Based
on that the proposed 7% rate increase
the following year will generate an ad-
ditional $273,000 - the increase in waste
costs alone will offset that rise”

Corowa Shire Council’s $30 million
2012/2013 operational plan is delivered
under new NSW Governmeni plan-
ning and reporting framework which
requires councils to not only plan for
the next financial year but implement a
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Lawn bowls has re-
furned 1o the Corowa
RSL Club after an eight
year hiatus.

The move follows a
decision by (he clab that
it would no longer finan-
cially support the Ball
Park complex which was
cosling the RSL. around
$200,000 per year.

“We were all very sad
that bowls conld no longer
conijnue down the bottom
(at Ball Park),” said RSL
President Dennis Ratcliff.

“But it was decided that
for ihe longevity of lawn
bowls in Corowa this was
the best move.”

The shift up to the Bet-
terment Parade site has
split the bowling fraterni-
ty in two with a group stilt
pushing for the continu-
ation of bowling at Ball
Park.

On the other side, the
return ‘home’ for some
bowlers has been a dream
come frue.

As seen at the first day
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of bowling back at the
RSL Club some bowlers
were in their element.

The first social event
held last Tuesday attracted
42 players who all tested
out the newly constructed
preens.

Mr Ratcliff thanked the
Corowa RSL staff and
Corowa Services Bowling
Club members for their
assistance and co-opera-
tion in making the facili-
ties available for the relo-
cztion back {o the Corowa
RSL Club,

Mr Ratcliff confirmed

Tite greens were hack in use at Belierment Parads.

that at present there is
only one green in play
which will be sufficient
for the required use dur-

%l ing the winter mmonths and
o that it was planned that
A4 the second green would be

available for the 2012/13
pennant season later in
the year.

Stan MeLarly was baz:'k at

¥ fiome on the Wal Nixon
Green

One of tie veliicles thal was damaged

5 car collision

At dpm on Friday, May 18 there was
a 5-car collision on Redlands Road,
near the Henour Avenue rounda-
bout. As a result of the incident,
three of the vehicles were towed
from the scene.

One driver was Issued with a traffic
infringement notice for causing the
" collision,

= | Window smashed

MRS

Between Gprmn on Wednesday, May
16 and 7am on Thursday, May 17 a
window was smashed at the Corowa
High Schaool.

The cost for the damage is at $250.
If anyone has any Information about
who may have committed the dam-
age is urged to contact Crime Stop-
pers ar Corowa Police,

d.d s
s fvdada iy
:

Frost then Suny
Min 2%, Max 16" -

dutlng Hhe aceident.

Car-graffigi

Between 3.15pm and 6pm o
Wednesday, May 16 a Blue Mitsubi
shi’ Quilander was parked and se
cured on Sanger Strect in Corowa,
Upon return the owner of the vehi
cle noticed the car had been coveret
with a blue graffili. Anyode witt
any information is urged to contac
crime stoppers or Corowa Police.

TAFE graffiti

Between Ipm on Friday, May 18 anc
4pm on May 20 graffiti was founc
over the walls of the TAFE campu:
on Murray Street Corowa,

‘The estimated amount of damage it
$1,500. If anybody saw someboedy or
the grounds at that time or in pos
session of spraycans please contac
Corcwa Police or Crime Stoppers.
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Pian and Resourcing
Strategy for the next 10 Saleyards
years. ment  and

year delivery program
and 201272013 opera- Swimmi
tional plan endorsed by LSO
council on Monday in-
cludes;

lion capital works on
roads and
(2012/2013),

g .
B~

ates up

with 7s to follow

the implementation of pew borrowings beyond

= 2 the Corowa
Community Sirategic Master Plan,

The draft of the four (2012/2013),

more than $6 mil- O

drainage  wrams totally

$50,000 armually for $650.000.
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e Lawn Mowing
Gutter Cleaning
Garden Mulching
¢ Landscaping

JiM DOES IT ALL:
No job too big or garden too overgrown

131 54

$2.6 million Corowa year but will borrow
redevelop- g1 smillion for the sale-

$4.6 million Corowa
(2015/2016), and

ongoing tourism, com- .
development OPerational plans were

and economic develop- adopted by council on
ment resources and pro- Monday apd will be on

Coungil will seek no received by June 20,
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3.6%

Riverfront the existing $6.6millior
in the coming fmancial

CAPANSION  wards in 20132014 and
$335 million for the
Pool Corowa Swireming Pool
in 2015/2016.

The draft defivery and

more than public display for 28 days
with submissions to be
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THAN JUST MOWING

¢+ Gardening

® Pruning

° Weed Control

* Rubbish Removal
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‘Ads designed

to ‘snowball’

HERE are some mixed messages
l surrouading the new advertising
campaign for the region's Alpine
resorts which encourages people to
“take & sneaky day off work” to go te the
SROW.

They are messages that have won both
praise and criticism from local business
leaders. :

That's not surprising,

i seems somewhat irresponsible
during a time of increasing pressure on
labour markets to be suggesting employ-
ees deceive thelr employess by calling in
sick in order to take a day off work.

Others have seeri the campaign as a
clever and innovative means of promot-
ing the local region and, in particular the
Alpine resorts, to those living in the city.

They have also welcomed the day off
wark and a trip to the snow as a means
by which employers might reward their
staff for a job well done.

Either way the campaign, which made
its debut on gur television screens last
week, is certain to attract the attention
of the viewing public and prompl some
erstwhile discussicn.

Of course that is no doubt the reason
whyr it was created in the place and it
certainly gives the resorts the chance to
build on the falling business numbers it
recotrded last year.

Gloves come
off over rates

OROWA, Howlong and Mulwala
e residents will start paying coun-

cil rates more in fine with other
towns next year.

Tor years the council has treated its
11,000 citizens gently, avoiding increases
above the NSW rate-pegged sum.

As a result, it hasn’t been able to
finance projects such as rebuilding the
antiquated Corowa swim centre. ~

Roads swaliow up the largest chunk of
funds, though it's true the council gets
big government grants for that,

Water and sewerage charges are
refatively igh but their cost has been
balanced by charging low general rates.

Yesterday the council bowed to the
inevitable and admitted it couldn’t go on
charging barely $400 in average general
raies for jts 5000 households.

In future, 7 per cent a year will prob-
ably be the rule for several years.

Like many small shires, Corowa isn’t
adequately financed by state and federal
governunents, so always struggles.

les 5115 million “bank” of inlrastruc-
ture is depreciating at an annuai rate of
$7 miilion.

Apparently the whole lot would cost
$250million to replace but the council is
hard put just to fix urgent problems,

Ini that context, even 7 per cent rises
will never be enough.

Published by The Bordor Moraing Mall 14d {A.C.N.
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Right place at right time to
see true community at work

F there was one comment that
used to irk me when Ilived on the
caast and did a bit of surfing it
was: “You should have been here
yesterday.”

In other words, you have just
turned up at. your favourite spot,
hanging out for a couple of hours
of fun, find the water lacking like
a pancake and then some joker
makes that dumb comment, just to
rub it in,

Or fishing.

Like when you turn up at your
favourite spot and the only thing
you cateh is a eold and some smart
alec tells you the fish were liter-
ally jumping into the boat the day
before.

But sometimes you get it right,
like last Friday night when,
almost by accident, T ended up at
the Albury Commercial Club for
a fund-raiser In aid of the Cancer

" Bervices Trust Fund, an organisa-

tion which looks after ebtaining
the projected needs of the Albury-
Wodonga Cancer Cenire.

1 was going to it and then T
was't going but then I got a
phone ¢all from the ehaitman of
the organisation, Eric Turner,
wanting a micor bit of help on the

1840 - An cfficiat order is issued
ending the practice of send-
ing corwicts from Britain to

Australla, Effectiva in August,

the last ship arrived in
Austratia in November.

1866 - First NSW Parliament formally

opens,

1808 — Wright Brothers, plctured, pat

ent their flying machine.

1969 - The funar module of Apelio 10 flies to within i
i5kHometres of the moon's surface in a dress .
rehearsal for the first lunar landing.

1972 - Ceylon betomes a republic within the
Commenwealth under the name of Sri Lanka,

avening, sc then T was going to go
for half an hour or so and then on
Friday morning I finally made up
my mind e go,

Thank God 1 did, because there
wight have been better examples

ing together for a goed canse — in
fact, T'm sure there would have
been events that have at least
equalled the fund-raiser —it's just
that T haven't experienced them.

It was a night of entertainment,
with director of entertainment
Steve Armati putting tegether
a star-studded line-up, which
included himsetf.

The DMB Dance and Perform-
ing Arts Centre performers were
also on stage and showed there
is a lot of young talent in this
region and you can throw in some
excellent talent from the Murray
Conservatorinm.

Stave-Bowen was his vsual
eccentric salf and kept the night
ticking over while Pater Dimm-
mond did a huge job in reaping
heaps of moolah from the auction,

Now I've always beer a Hume
Building Scciety or WAW Credit
Union sort of bloke — which needs
me to have the wisdom of Sclomen
on geeasions — but I recken I3l
have to put the Bendigo Bark in
there somewliere from now on.

The bank did a huge job, basi-

. cally covering most of the costs
{ of the event so that any money
of members of the communitly com- °

raised went straight to the founda-
tien; and that might end up as

. much as $40,000.

It would be remiss not o men-
tion the Commercial Club for
their preat effort as the hest of

i the event while Albury Scund and
" Lighting slso deserve a big pat on

ears a
WBhe Border Hlail

TIES IN
BIG SPEND

, EEmd p

the back.

There would have been heaps of
ather people who chipped in with
assistance and goods but you can’t
mention them all and neither is it
my job.

Perhaps the director of cancer
services for the region, Craig Un-
derhill, said it best when he told
the audience the area had received
a ot of government funding and
the community now had the re-
sponsibility of finishing the job.

And maybe that wee slip of a
kay-one-double-u-one lass Jenny
Blaek and the member for Albury
Greg Aplinreally put the cream
on the eake when Jenny read
ocut a letter from Prime Minister

- Julia Gillard and Greg from the
* Opposition Leader Tony Abbott,
' congratulating the community

of Albury-Wodonga and region

: on their efforts in securing the
: funding for the Albury-Wodonga
- Cancer Centre by pulling together.

Which was a fairly rare display
of bipartisanship these days.
But I can’t help thinking if Abbo

- and Big Jules were there they

. would have been thinking to them-
- selves the Albury-Wodonga com-

. munily and surrounding regions

o It's just that these organisations -
. and people are examples of the
* vision Eric Turner had when he
' conceived the idea.

2007

ALBURY Coun-
cil ptans to
spend a record
$82.4milfion
and will raise
general rates
3.4percent.
Wodonga out-
{ined a spend
of $88.5mil-
Ton, with
rates o go up
4.25 per cent.

s

ware a great example of what
Aaustralians should truly be about,
And if that }ttle bloke from that

. series of sci-fi movies had have
. been there he would surely have
- said, “Happy I am”.
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: THE mother

of murdered
Corowa beauty
therapist Sha-
na Wilkinson
told & Supreme
Court judge
how her daugh-
ter's death

had amounted
to “a life sen-
tence” on her
farnily.
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Corowa to lose low rates
By HOWARD JONES

May 22, 2012, midnight
LOW council rates for Corowa, Howlong and Mulwala will soon be a thing of the
past.

See your ad here
In a radical departure from long-standing policy, councillors yesterday ordered staff
1o prepare a case for five years of annual increases at 7 per cent a year from 2013.

The goods news is that average households will pay only an exira 3.6 per cent more
in general rates for the year starting July 1.

Even with rises in water, sewerage and garbage charges, the average home will pay
only about $90 more than in the current year.

Average combined residential rates for the shire’s 5000 households, including water,
sewerage and waste charges, will be $1687, up from just under $1600.

The comparable new rate for Albury is $2074, up $159 thanks partly to a 6.09 per
cent rise in general rates.

Howlong residents pay an average exira $171 as a town improvement rate.
Kristy Kay, presenting her first budget as director of corporate services, told -
councillors the policy of keeping to the rate-peg level set by the NSW government

couldn’t go on.

“Without this (several 7 per cent increases), a major reduction in service levels will
be required,” she said.




She said that next year's 3.6 per cent equated to only $151,000, which wouldn't even
pay for wage rises, while even 7 per cent would barely meet the increased waste
disposal costs.

A change to 7 per cent increases will require approval from the new council to be
elected in September and later by a state tribunal that examines requests to be
exempted from rate-pegging.

Albury has already embarked on a series of increases of about 6 per cent a year and
Greater Hume has a similar goal.

Ms Kay said the operating budget for 2012-13 would be $30 million, pius $11 million
in capital works, but there would be no new borrowings beyond the present

'$6.6 million during the year.

However, it was planned to borrow $1.5 million for the Corowa saleyards upgrade in
2013-14 and $3.35 million for a new Corowa swimming pool in 2015-16.

Only $4.1 million will be raised in general rates across the shire’s 5141 households,
673 farms and 483 businesses. |

The council hopes to receive government grants of $10.8 million for operating costs,
pius more grants for capital works.

Annual staff costs are predicted to rise from $6.8 million to $7.3 million a year.




Corowa ratés on the rise
By DAVID JOHNSTON

Dec. 22, 2012, midnight




Corowa Council will add a little extra to its rates next financial year in a bid o improve its
ageing infrastructure,

See your ad here |
The council aims to raise $300,000 more in rate revenue with a 7 per cent rate rise.

That will include a'3,6 per cent special rate variation.




Corowa’s annual rate take is among the lowest in NSW — a little more than $4 million
will be collected this financial year.

The special rate application, subject to approval next year, equates to an annual rise in
general rates of $25.48 in Corowa, $26.15 at Howlong and $43.60 at Mulwala.

The average farmland rate increase across the shire is expected to be $140.79.

- Corowa shire’s average annual residential rates bill is $345.92 compared with the
neighbouring Greater Hume Council where it is $698. |

The council also manages water and sewer services and these charges will also rise
next financial year.

It also has the additional pressure of bankrolling a replacement sewerage treatment
plant at Corowa that is expected to cost it more than $20 million.

The council's corporate and community services director, Kristy Kay, said more income
was needed for financial sustainability and infrastructure renewal.

“Council has ageing infrastructure,” she said.
“Its renewal needs would cost as much as $44 million.
“They key need is for road renewal.”

“Each year, the council faces increasing cost pressures including an estimated 5 per
cent rise in insurance costs, 10 per cent in enargy and utility charges and increasing
construction cost.

 “Cost shifting other levels of government and award increases are among a number of
other factors that have placed added pressure.”

An extra $148,588 of general rate income will be raised from the special rate on top of
the $140,333 in extra rate revenue from the mandatory rate peg figure of 3.4 per cent.

Corowa Council had to notify its intention to apply for the special rate by the middle of
this month and now has to wait until June for approval. The application is made to the
Independent Regulatory and Pricing Tribunal. .
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ouncil asks
for 7% rates
increase

By Bacuear WiierT

Corowa Shire Council will seek an exemp-
tion from the rate-pegged limit of 3.4% to
Increase general rates by 7% In 2013/2014,

Councillors resolved to apply for a rates in-
crease above the Independent Pricing and Rep-
ulatory Tribunal {IPART) rate-peg at a Policy
and Resource Commiffee meeting on December
11 and eadorsed the decision at the full council
meeting on December 18,

- Council will now proceed with the application
process and await a determination from 1PART.

In May this year councit discussed the intention
to apply for 7% increases for five financial years
from 2013/2014 to 2017/2018 as part of their long-
term financial plan.

However, a complicated integrated planning
process coupled with the election of a new council
In September made the possibility of applying for
& multi-year variation untenable.

“Council decided to seek the increase for
next year at this stage ard should conneil decide
to apply for further increases in coming years
that would be subject to another applicalion to
TPART,” said General Manager Bruce Corcoran.
“The notification of intent is Lo be lodged immedi-
ately with the full submission due 1o go to IPART
in March. After that we will wait for a decision,
hopefully before June 30"

The Free Press wiil be closed from 5pm on
Thursday, December 20 to 8.30am on Friday,
January 4, 2013,

The final Issue of the Free Press far 2012 will
be Wednesday, December 26.

The first Free Press for 2013 wilf be published
on Wednesday, January 9.

Copy deadiina for advertisemants and news
for this edition is Manday, January 7 at 1pm.
KNews, reports, pholos and adverlisements
may be deposited In the Frea Press letlerbox
during the New Year hojiday period or emalied
to admin@corowalreepress.com.au.
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The message is loud
and clear; police wilt
be out in force this
festive season.

News that Bulfers Win-
ery In Rutherglen has
gane into voluntary
administration has
rocked the commusily,

Targeting read safety,
unsocial behaviour and
malicious crime, there
will ke no tolerance for
these who choose to do
the wrong thing,

“Drivers need to be
aware,” Senior Constable
Darxryl Hawes told the
Tree Press.

“We will be out and
about at all times as we
are looking to cut down
the horrific road toll we
$S6 CYEry year.

“We will be very proac-
tive against crime.”

Operation RATD will
target road users once
again with the double
demerif penalties kicking
in as of Friday, December
21

“If you do the wrong
thing, it is a very guick
way to lose your licence,
repardicss of how minor

- The popular winemak-
er has fallen victim to
one of the toughest iimes
in the jndusties history
according to Winemak-
ers of Rutherglen Execu-
tive Officer Tudy Tanner
Dayle.

Deeloitte Touche Toh-
matst were appointed
as administrators to the
family-owned winery on
‘Thursday, December 13.

“We are all impacted
by this,” Mrs Tanner Doy-
le told the Free Press.

Seniar Consfable Darryl Hawes will be one of many pofice on patro! this festive
s6ason. :

it may seem,” Snr Con
Haswes said,

“Tt is alse the time to
remind people that i

you leave your home for  “There s a consider

any period of time to be  able influx of pecple in
vigilant in locking doors, town in this period and
we all need to be alert”

garages and windows.

EONTINED

Council faces an uphiil
battle to maintain servic-
es, ageing infrastructure,
and fund new projects
with the rate-peg in
place.

Mayor Fred Longmire
said applying 1o TPART
for the variation would
allow council to move
forward on two major
projects.

“As a council we have

“It is a difficult time
in owr industry which
is why we all need
to  band ‘together”
A total of 20 wineries are
a part of the Winemakers
of Rutherglen, and each
one of them is fecling for
their compairiot.

“We are a pretty tight
knit bunch here in Ru-
therglen,” Mzs Tanner
Doyle said,

“We will all stand be-
hind Bullers and hope
that it can be worked
through.”

The fourth gencration
winery is well known for
its fortified varieties as
well as its entertainment,

=
i

such as the ‘Rock the
Vines’ festival.

It is wncertain if the
Easter event will contin-
ue, but Mrs Tanner Doyle
is confident that they will
puil through.

“One of the strengths
ol this region is how we
unite in tough times,” she
said.

“Although the wineries
are in competition with
each other, so to speak,
they are very cooperative
with each other.

“Everyone needs 1o be
behind them now to lend
some support,”

an increase in the rate-
pegged limit and Lhe
two matters that were
discussed were the swim-
ming poolin Corowa and
the new saleyards,” Cr
Longmire said, “Omnce
the decision is finalised
we will have (o wait and
sze how we might be able
to move forward with
those projects™

Council received an
additiopal $151,000 in
general rales income in
2012/2013 with a rate peg

i
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Council asks for 7%
rates increase

increase of 3.6%. The
new rate peg of 34%
would generate $133,000.
An increase (o 7% (In-
ciuding the rate peg of
34%) in 20132014 will
generals around $274,000
additional general rates
income,

I council is unsuc-
cessful with the 7% rate
inerease. application the
general incoime would be

$

%

it
6
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Council to decie

By Racheal Willett

Corowa Bhire  Council
has umil December 14 1o
apply for a projectad five
years of rolfing 7% gen-
eral rale increases.

‘The Independent Fric-
irg and Regnlatory Tribu-
nal (IPART) announced
on November 26 NSW
local councils would be
able to Increase their
general rates income by
up {0 3.4% in 2013/2014.

Connzils seeking ap-
proval to increase their
general rate income by
more fhan the rate peg
for one year in 2053/2014
must apply o IPART by
March 11,72013.

However,

couneils

seeking mulli-year varia-
tions must notify JPART
by December 14,2012,

Corowa Shire Council
confirmed at a budpet
meeting in May plans to
apply 1o JPART for rate
increascs in excess of
rate pegging limits for
five years beginning with
the 20313/2014 financial
year.

Council’s financial
plan cailed for 7% rate
increases over five years
to fight the ongoing up-
hill battle against ageing
infrastructure, increasing
wage costs, unpaid rates
and rising waste, energy
and constraction costs,

Director of Corpo-
rate  and Community
Services Kristy Kay said

during budget discus-
sions “when it comes to
general rates increase a
3.6% in accordance with

(2012/2013) rate pegging

will generale an addi-
tional $151,000 which
won't. cover increases
in staff wages let alone
address any other chal-
lenges. Based on that
the propossd 7% rate in-
“crease the following year
(2013/2014) will generate
an additional $273,000
- the increase in waste
costs alone will offset
that rise”.

While the council of
the day endorsed the fi-
nancial pian in May, any
ptans to proceed with the
application to IPART for
the multi-year increase

e on rates

have to be endorsed by
the new council elected
in September.

The IPART applica-
tion was not discussed
at the Nevember council
meeting and the Decem-
ber meeting falls outside
the IPART deadline.

Corowa Shire Council
has not confirmed if they
intend to lodge an appli-
catien for a multi-year
variation of rate peg Im-
its before December 14.

IPART Chainnan Dr
Peter Boxall said the
201372014 3.4% rate peg
tepresented the increase
in costs incurred by locat
government, z deduction
Tor productivity improve-
menis and g dedviction of
part of the carbon price

ike

applied  last

advance
year,
“In setting the rate
peg, we have sought to
strike a balance between
ensuring that councils
can meet the increased
costs of delivering serv-
ices whife sharng the
benefits  of improved
productivity with rate-
payers,” Dr Boxall said.
“The rate peg applies to
council’s income, not to
an individueal's. 1ale, but
if a council decides fo in-
crease residentiaf rates in
line with the rate peg, it
would mean an addition-
al $3¢ for the year, orless
than $1 per week, for the
average household.”

Town Hall Christmas makeover

Christmas In Yarrawonga
Ihis year is set fo Inspire
thanks fe loeal busi-
nesses and community
graugs.

Feedback received
from the community
about the lack of decora-
fions in the strects and
the variety displayed has
prompted Moira Shire
Council to act.
© Communily  groups
throughout the region
were suceessful in their
applications for festive
decoration grants made
available through the
Economic Development
Project Fund, The fund
was introduced to assist
community groups bring
economic benefits 1o our
shire through strategic
projects aimed at increas-
ing spending in stores
ard businesses.

Yarrawonga Mubwvala
Chamber, of Commerce
is celebrating their suc-
cessful application for
festive funding when
they rceeived $5.200 to
purchase  commercial

- The finished product — the Yarraivonga Town
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Hall proudly

tinselfied. The Towa Hall decorations were a joint project
by the Moira Shire and Yarrawonga Mulwala Chamber of

Commerce,

grade decorations. The
decoralions were pur-
chased from Melbourne
and are of high quality
long lasting materials,

The Chamber has been
working closely  with
Moira Shires Business
Development  Officer
Lonnie O"Dwyer on this
preject, who is thrilled to
see lhe start of something
bigger to come.

“It has been & joint

venture between Moira
Shire, the businesses
and the Chamber and
it's only the beginning?”
Ms O'Dwyer said. "Each
year we will all be work-
ing to add to the decora-
tions 10 ensure we pro-
vide a festive atmosphere
for our community and
our visitors to town, It's
cne of our roles to en-
courage shoppers to stay
ionger and spend more

in our local communities
and having atmosphere
while you shop is vital
Some people may be of
the opinicn that festive
decorations are not nec-
cssary but the feedback
we've received from the
comumugity tells a differ-
ent story. Christmas is
someiimes the only thne
people see their families
and we want our streets
to refiect an image of
warmth " and spirit for
them to enjoy and hope-
fully spend more with
our retailers who really
need our support. Keep-
ing business local is our
priority.”

The Chamber and
the Moira Shire Coun-
cil have been discussing
the best way 1o use the
funds and decorating the
Town Hall seemed the
best placed to start, The
Chamber’s  Christmas
on Belmore Festival Co-
ordinator Chris Gardner
is pleased with the rasults
so far and looks forward
to building the varicty of

decorations over future
years.

"Rob Purtle from Pur-
tie Elecirical has kindiy
offered his time and ex-
pertise by taking on the
difficult task of adorning
the town hall with such
larpe decorations, - We
thank Rob and his tearmn
as we couldn’t have done
this without his exper-
tise and generosity,” Ms
O'Dwyer said. “We have
more ideas in the pipe-
Ine and we encourage
our retailers to decorate
their skop windows to re-
ally lift the afmosphere in
our streets. The Christ-
mas on Belmore Parade
is set to be one of the
best, we also have ban-
ners to install and will
have Christmas flags fiy-
fmg and our colourful bin
covers to further enhance
the shopping experience
on offer.”

For more information
please contact Business
Development  Officer
Lonnie O'Dwyer on {(§3)
58719222 or email: lodw-
yer@moira.vic.gov.au.

L8 A36E
0408 791 624

85 Burramine Road, Yarrawonga

wwwi.yarrawongapetresort.com.au
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Original Personalised Jewellery

# Live Musical Enté;jtalﬁme' g
# Face Painting & Santa (14th December only)
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