Appendix 26

Main media coverage of infrastructure asset renewal and funding strategy
including proposed special variation during 2013 and 2014.

o 46 newspaper articles

o 10 newspaper advertisements
. 3 media enquiries

i 4 broadcast media

Readership figures:

. Blacktown Advocate: 75,000

J Blacktown Sun: 59,000

. Mount Druitt - St Marys Standard: 54,000

J Rouse Hill Times: 77,000

. Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News: 11,260

o St Marys - Mt Druitt Star: 44,000















Blacktown goes back to the basics

i Northern News (Rouse Hill}, Sydney, General News
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Last week Blacktown Council's vision for the future of the city to 2030 went on public display. Phyllis Macgraw looks at the first of
eight trigger projects detailed in the plan.

PLAYGROUNDS and other infrastructure are in Len Robinson's sights.
The Blacktown mayor is determined that the maintenance and renewal of the city's assets will take top priosity starting now.

Cr Robinson said asset management and renewal was the most imporiant of the eight trigger projects in the council's draft
Community Strategic Plan.

"It has become increasingly evident across Austrafia that there is a serious shortfall in the resources available to maintain local
assets such as roads, buildings and parks to a suitable standard,” he said. ‘

"Our infrastructuré will deteriorate without serious attention.

"This council is determined to tackle this issue and not leave a negative legacy for future generations." Cr Robinson said there was
an $8.15 mitlien backlog in asset maintenance and renewal.

"If we den't do something about this now, we're not going to be able ta get on top of it," he said.
"Councit's get to get back to the basics.

"If you don't look after the roads, if you don't maintain the amenities buildings and the libraries, you're failing in your basic function.”
ft~~E ~ - 4- -~ —~ j~- -~ F [ $80 million will be committed to asset renewal between now and 2046 The council plans to secure state
government funding to maintain existing infrastructure and provide new facilities It will pursue improved state government social
hausing Existing infrastructure will be managed sustainably Playgrounds in view: Ken Huynh with Mya Le and Andrew Le at
Nurragingy Reserve, Doonside.

Picture: Carlos Furtado Nextweekthe Sunwill examine the council’s plans for Blacktown city centre Your voice: rhsgnews.com.au.
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Council splashes cash on parks and promotion

$80 million in 2012 to $82 mil- Report figures also re-

vealed visitors to council’s

playgrounds and parks

BLACKTOWN Council de-

cided last week to spend the
bulk of its budget surplus on
future asset renewal works.
The council recorded a
$3.9 million budget surplus.
New major parks were the
big winner, being allocated
$1 million. The money is to
be spent on designing and
building neighbourhood

across the area.

Establishing a marketing
fund to help promiote the
area received §75,000.

Revenue from rates and
annual charges rose from
$144 million in
3152 million this year.

- Income from residential
rates also climbed - from

W 2013 budget: $358 million
B Surplus resut: $3.88 million

2012 to.

fion in 2013.

This contes as the annual
report for 2012-2013 revealed
councit’s greenhouse gas
entissions increased by 4 per
cent to 38,463 tonnes of CO2.
However, the council’s re-
cycling services diverted

" 61 per cent -of municipal

waste away from landfilt.

m Rates and annuat charges:$152 miltion

W Residential rates:58¢2 million
m Business rates: $34 million
W Farmland rates; $884,000

m Purchase of Infrastructure, property, plant and equipment

$66 mitlion

five libraries increased by
more than 100,000 people to
about 1,3 million.

New meefing rules were
also approved, including the
removal of the acknowledg-
ment of traditional owners

. of the land and replacing it

with'a Christian prayer.
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Gouncil considers
raising the rates

By Hylie Stevens

BLACKTOWN Counciilors will debate next
week whether to apply for a Special Rate
Variation to fund council’s asset reuewat
projects in the future.

A councit report recommends it notify
[PART by December 13 of plans to apply to
increase rates above the rate pegging tmit
in 2014-15,

If approved, ratepayers will see a rate
increase of up to eight per cent from mid-
next year,

Around 73 per cent of residential ratepay-
ers are on the minimum rate of $830.

“This means that for 73 per cent of resid-
ential ratepayers, an increase of eight per
cent above the assumed pegging rate of
2.75 per cent in the 2014-5 financial year
would equate to an annual increase of
$89.23 in their rates or an additional $1,72
per week in rates,” the report said.

Council’s outstanding asset renewal
backlog was $68 million as of June 30.

If current funding levels for asset renewal
was sustained, the backlog is forecast to be
$139 million in 10 years and $758 million in
20 years.

The report recommends an annual $10
million funding increase for asset renewal
to reduce future backlogs to a more man-
ageable level.

Council has not exceeded the rate vari-
ation limit since pegging was introduced in
1877,

It was initially determined by the state
govermment but has heen IPART’S responsi-
bility since 2011-12. '

An extensive community engagement
plan will be implemented to consult the
public if the report is endorsed next week.
B Comment: blacktownsun.com.au.
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Rate rise talks

NEXT week Blacktown councillors wifl
debate a Special Rate Variation (SRV)
to fund asset renewal projects in the
future.

A council report recommends it
notify IPART by December 13 of plans
{0 apply for a SRV to increase rates
above the rate pegging limitin
2014.15.

If approved, ratepayers will see a

- rate increase of up to eight per cent
from mid next year.

Around 73 per cent of residential
ratepayers are paying the minimum
rate of $830.

If current funding levels for asset
renewat ares sustained, the backlog is
forecast to be $139 million in 10
years time and $758 million in 20
years.

The report recommencs an annual
$10 million increase for asset renewat
to reduce future backlogs.

Council has not exceeded the rate
variation limit since rate pegging was
introduced in 1977,
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Rates rise on the cards

back

By Kylle Stevens

BLACKTOWN mayor Len Robinson
makes no apologies for plans to
increase rates by 8 per cent above
the rate peg next year.

Councillors will vote on the
report tomorrow night. It recom-
mends that the council apply to
IPART for a special variation rate
to pay for the $68 million infra-
structure backlog.

The backlog is forecast to be $139
million in 10 years’ time and $758
million in 20 years if current fund-
ing levels for asset renewal are sus-
tained.

“We need to bite the bullet and
work out how to fix this,” Cr Robin-

son said,
“Over the past 30 years, Black{own

has boomed, which is {antastic.

“The problem is we have to look
after the assets and infrastruciure.

“Somebody has to replace the gut-
tering and resurface the netball
COuTts.

“To get on top of the problem, we
need to find $10 million every year
for the next 10 years.

“When I first sat in the chair 12

St Marys Star, Sydney
29 Oct 2013, by Kylie Stevens
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months ago, | was aware we had a
probiem because I'd heard the cries
from engineers. [ don't intend to
leave the mess to my successor.”

General manager Kerry Robinson
said the problem was similar to
cracked tiles in a roof,

“It's important to spend money at
the right time or the problem con-
tinues to grow,” he said.

Around 75 per cent of ratepayers
will see their rates increase by
$89.23 next year or $1.72 a week.

Blacktown and Bankstown are the
only councils from Western Sydney
Regional Organisation of Councils
{WSROC) that havent applied for a
SRV in recent years.

“Our rates on average are less than
most of the WSROC councils,” the
general inanger said.

Council staff looking at the state of
assets have identified Carlisle
Avenue as a road that needs urgent
upgrading,

Blacktown International Sports-
park is another example.

“We're proud to have a venue to
host international and national

PAGE 1of1

competitions,” Councillor Robinson
said,

“I we want to maintain that
important brand for Blacktown,
maintenance is needed.

The council has considered other
options but decided a rate increase
was the best solution.

“If we start borrowing money for
assets, it will be a never-ending
circle,” Cr Robinson said.

“We haven't been spending money
we need to spend.

“If we spend money now, we can
keep assets in a satisfactory condi-
tion and costs will be less further
down the track.”

The councit will consult the com-
munity once the report is endorsed.

“H we keep doing nothing, we'll
end up in a nightmare of deteriorat-
ing roads,” Cr Robinson said.

“We've got an obligation to the
community to maintain these
assets.

“T know we won't win the popularity
stakes but we've got to start turning
things around.”

‘We've got an obligation to the community to maintain these assets’

- Len Robinson













Media Enquiry
Kylie | St Marys Star
Thursday 31 October 2013

Enguiry
| have some questions as to what happens now after the special rate variation

was defeated at last night's council meeting. My deadline is 1pm Friday.
Thanks

Q 1 What is the next step?

Refer question 2

Q2 Is a rescission motion likely?

A rescission motion has been received.

Q3 When is the deadline to apply to IPART for a SRV?

Council is required to notify IPART by 13 December 2013 of its intention to
submit a Special Rate Variation (SRV) application. Applications are to then be
submitted by 24 February 2014 following a Council resolution endorsing the

SRV application.

Q4 What are the implications if Council misses the deadline for a SRV?

Council would be unable to consider increasing rates above the rate pegging
limit in 2014/15.

20




Media Enquiry
Evan | Blacktown Advocate
Thursday 31 October 2013

Rates Clarification

Enquiry

| was just hoping to clarify something from last night's meeting. The mayor
has previously been quoted as wanting to increase rates by 8 per cent in the
next financial year. However last night | thought | heard the mayor indicate he
is actually asking for a 3 per cent increase in rates for residents and 10 per
cent increase in rates for commercial. Could | please get some clarification on

this?

Either way, could | also please confirm when these rate rises need to be
submitted to IPART for approval? | recall the mayor mentioning last night that
without receiving approval at the meeting, the process to get the rises through
for next financial year could be problematic?

Response

The original report by Council officers provided general information regarding
the overall level of rates increase needed in order to achieve the funding
target of an additional $10 million per annum per year for asset renewal,

During Council’s ordinary meeting 30 October the Mayor commented Council
could consider that if it did resolve to increase rates, a higher proportion of the
rate increase could be allocated to business industrial properties so that a
lesser increase could be applied to the residential category.

Council is required to notify IPART by 13 December 2013 of its intention to
submit a Special Rate Variation (SRV) application. Applications are to then be
submitted by 24 February 2014 following a Council resolution endorsing the
SRV application.
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Rollout
of NBN
in west
Geases

COALITION UPDATES SITE MAP

Evan Siefi

THE speed of Labor's Na-
tional Broadband Network
will remain a distant dream
for most western Sydney
residents with the network
rollout grinding to a halt.

Lastweek the official NBN
rollout map was updated for
the first time since the
Coalition teok office.

The updated map shows
only a handful of streets in
the Blacktown region are
still slated to receive the
fibre-to-the-home service,

While no  official
announcements have been
made, it is assumed the rest
will have to settle for the
Coalition's cheaper, slower
fibre-to-the-node network.

Chifley MP Ed Husic
slammed the move, declar-
ing residents in Weodecroft
and Doonside had been mis-
led by the Liberal Party.

“I'm simply outraged that
ihe Abbott Government has
shoved these suburbs back
into the broadband dark
ages, after suggesting before
the election they would con-

tinue the rollout,” he said.
“It's not good enough for
(Communications Minister)
Malcolm Turnbull to slink
back to Bondi after snaring
western Sydney votes and
then deny our area the type
of broadband access that he
enjoysin eastern Sydney.”
Gresnway federal Labor MP
Michelle Rowland said many
local residents would now be
left with a cholce between us-
ing “outdated” copper techno-
logy or paying up fo $5000 to
have fibre cables installed.

“Our community was

looking forward to the bene-
fits ... that affordable, high-
speed fibre broadband
would bring,” she said.

So far more than 342,000
Australian premises have
been given access to Labor's
NBN but the future of the
network will rely on the
results of a 60-day strategic
review into the project.

Results are expected in
December,

“£% View the current NBN
rollout map at nbneo.com
AWwhen-do-l-getithtml 4

DOONSIDE

Appeal for robbery information

BLACKTOWN Police have
released a CCTV image of a
man they wish to speak to
aboutarobberyin Doonside.

About 5.30pm on Sunday,
October 27, a man allegedly
entered a shop on Doonside
Rd and demanded money
from an attendant. &fter al-
lagedly stealing cash, the
man ran from the area. Any-

125

ACKTOWN

one with information should
call Crime Stoppers on 1800
333 000 or Blacktown Police
on $6719199.

ISPORT
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Colleen Fricker, of Fricker Shoes, enjoys shopping in the CBD.

Spend locally for more variety

Chris Georgakopoulos

SHOPPING in the streets of
Blacktown gives you much
more variety, according to
Colleen Fricker.

Ms Fricker, whose family
has run Fricker Shoes at
Flushcombe Rd for 60 years,
said moving away from
shopping centres gave peo-
pleadifferent experience.

“1 find that in shopping
centres there are all the
same stores,” she said.

“In Blacktown, because,

there are so many different
cultures, there are just so
many great shops on the
streets in the CBD,

“I know there are quite a
few little African stores and
there are also stores around
that are quite cheap.”

New research into the
attitudes of small business
owners and their customers
found more than two-thirds
of shop owners felt forgot-
ten by their local communi-
ties and one in four felt no
connection to the communi-

Picture: EVAN SIEFF

ties where they operated.
This was despite most Aus-
trallans having a great
sense of affinity with small
businesses,

NewsLocal joins a nation-
wide Shop Small campaign
to reconnect the community
with small businesses and
breathe life into the local
small business economy
throughout November.

Founded by American Ex-
press, the Shop Small cam-

. paign has been successful in

the US, Canada and the UK.

Mayor hopes
for supportto
push through
rate rises

Evan Sieff

BLACKTOWN Mayor Len
Robinson will hope all his
fellow Liberal councillors
attend tonight's extraord-
inary council meeling to
push through his proposed
rateincreases.

Cr Robinson wants to in-
crease residents’ rates by 3
per cent and slug local bust-
nesses an additional 20 per
centover the next two finan-
cial years.

At last week's meeting,
with Cr Jess Diaz and Cr
Mark Holmes absent, Labor
councillors made the mostof
their numbers to vote
against any increases,

Cr Robinson indicated the
delay could prove trouble-
some, with the council re-
quired to notify the
Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal by De-
cember 13 of any intention to
increaserates,

With only two more coun-
cil meetings scheduled be-
fore that date, Cr Robinson
took the step of ordering an
extraordinary meeting to
put the issue straight back
onthe table.

Last week, Cr Robinson
told the Blacktown Advocate
the council had no choice
but toincreaserates tocover
at least §10 million of asset
renewal and maintenance.

“The bottom line is if we
keep doing nothing about it,
we're just going to end up
with an absolute nightmare
and serious ramifications,”
hesaid.

Labor councillors claim
the proposed rate increase
will put too much financial
pressure on local pen-
sloners.

SRR T e Tl
LALOR PARK

Outdoor movies

PACK the popcorn and head
to Chifley Park to enjoy a
movie in the great outdoors
on Sunday, November 17.

Stardust will be shown at
9pm and Christmas ani-
mation The Polar Expresson
Sunday, December 1.

Lalor Park Community
Garden has organised the
eventat Freeman St.

Hospltal sets sights on improving Imental health

THE mental health unit un-
der construction at Black-
town Hospital is recognition
that 2 healthy mind is as im-
portant as a healthy body.
Toopennext year, the unit
will be one of the first parts
of the $324 million hospital
redevelopment to be com-
pleted. The residential-style

V1. BAGEQIZOIMA

facility, known as the Mela-
leuca Unit, will cater for sub-

acute patients andinclude 20
inpatient beds, activity
rooms and family rooms.

A special kitchen will help
patients work on everyday
living skills such as food
preparation. Patients will be
able to transfer directly from

theacute mental health facil-
ity Bungarribee House,

Last week, Minister for
Mental  Health  Kevin
Andrews visited the con-
struction site to be updated
on project progress.

“When this unit is com-
plete the people of Black-
town will have a medern

mental health facility to be
proudof, and lam extremely
pleased to see how well it is
progressing,” he said. “(It)is
designed to promote inde-
pendence in recovery and
help people with day-to-day
living skills, regain their
confidence and successfully
return to their homes.”

Hental health director Senthil Muthuswamy, mlnlster Kevin
Humphries, Blacktown Health Service's Sumithirajoseph and
Blacktown Hospital general manager Andrew Newton.

BLACKTOWN ADVOCATE, Wednesday, November 6, 2013
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Nursing
home to
reopen
in March

TWO YEARS SINCE FATAL FIRE

Evan Sieff

THE new Quakers Hill
Nursing Home is sst to
openin March, with con-
struction now on schedule.

The roof, exterior clad-
ding, windows, joinery and
electrical systems are close
to completion.

External works and land-
scaping will begin in the
next few weeks.

When completed, the
§20 million  facility  will
include 79 single recoms,
24 companion rooms and a
purpose-built dementia
wing, allowing for up to
127 residents.

Fire destroyed the orig-
inal Quakers Hill Nursing
Home on' November 18,
2011.

Nurse Roger Dean, who
worked at the facility,
was sentenced to life in
prison in August for inten-
tionally lighting the blaze,
which claimed the lives of
11 elderly residents.

Gary Barnier, managing
director of Domain Princi-
pal Group, which owns the
nursing home, acknowl-

The nursing home under construction.

b

Picture: PHIL ROGERS

edged the significance of the
upcoming anniversary of
the fire.

“We remember all resi-
dents, families, friends,
community members and
emergency services impac-
ted by the fire,” he said.

“We will never forget the
tragedy that occurred, but
we were resolute in our
promise to rebuild and as
wenear completion, we
1look towards the future.”

The new nursing home
will include a memorial
garden.

More than 50 people have
already placed their names
on a waiting list to be the
home's first residents.

[TIMELINE. |

NOVEMBER 18, 2011: Fire
engulfs the Quakers Hill
Nursing Home. Three
residents diad at the scene,
eight more died in hospital
OCTOBER 2012:
Construction of new nursing
home at the sama site begins
AUGUST 1, 2013; Nurse
Roger Dezn s sentenced to
life in prison without parole

T

SHOP SMALL

Josslyn Kaawl shoppling at Riverstone, with her daughter Alexia. Inset, Prime Minister Tony
Abbott atthe Shop Small launch in Victoria last weelc.

PM backs our local shops push

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott has backed NewsLo-
cal's Shop Small campaign,
saying small businesses are
the heart of communities.

Mr Abbott has made help-
ing small business a priority
for his new government.

He said Shop Small was a
great way to recognise the
importance of local shops.

“We want to see these
businesses flourish and we
want to create the economic
conditions that make it eas-

jer for small business to
start, to grow, to expand, to
employ and to invest,” he
said.

“Small business is not just
at the heart of economy but
it's also at the heart of com-
munities,”

Mr Abbott said small busi-
nesses were a significant
part of Australian scciety.

Founded by American Ex-
press, the Shop Small cam-
paign has been successful in
the US, Canada and the UK.

M
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Robinson faces rate rise battle

BLACKTOWN Mayor Len
Robinson will hope all his
fellow Liberal councillors
attend tonight's extraord-
inary council meeting to
push through his proposed
rate increases.

Cr Robinson wants to in-
crease residents’ rates by 3
per cent and slug local busi-

e GHTERL IO

nesses an additional 20 per
cent over the next two finan-
clal years.

At last week's meeting,
with Cr Jess Diaz and Cr
Mark Holmes absent, Labor
councillors made the most of
their numbers to vote
againstany increases.

Cr Robinson indicated the

delay could prove trouble-
some, with the council re-
quired to nolily the
Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal by De-
cember 13 of any intentionto
increase rates.

With only two more coun-
cil meetings scheduled be-
fore that date, Cr Robinson

took the step of ordering an
extraordinary meeting to
put the issue straight back
on the table.

Last week, Cr Robinson
said the council had no
choice but to increase rates
to cover at least $10 million
of asset renewal and main-
tenance.

Main picture: CARMELA ROCHE

Riverstone resident Joss-
lyn Kaawi supports her local
businesses.

“Riverstone is great for
shopping,” she said.

“Everything's close and
convenient to get to and the
people are really friendly.

“It's a nice feeling to sup-
port the local community
and it's been great to get to
know them.

“It's good to be able to
walk everywhere with nice
footpaths for the pram too."”

NEWS [ﬁH+

ast
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Register pools

The deadline to register

your backyard paol has
been extended until
Tuesday, November 19. New
legislation affecting
backyard swimming pools
and spa pools has been
introduced in NSW to
enhance the safety of
children around private
(backyard) swimming pools
and spas. Owners will have to
pay a $220 penaity if they
fail to register their pool.
Phone 1300922 310 or visit
swimmingpool
register.nsw.gov.au.

Graffiti blitz

The Rotary Club of

Windsor and their
volunteers helped cleanup
graffiti from eight sitesin
McGraths Hill and Bligh
Park during the recent Anti-
Graffiti Day. They co-
ordinated with other Rotary
clubs and the Hawkesbury
Church, Windsor in the clean
up. Hawkesbury Mayor Kim
Ford thanked the volunteers
from Scouts Australia, Girl
Guides NSW and Australian
Men's Shed Association (NSW
Branch) for their help.

McHappy Day

Ronald McDonald House

Charities are requesting
residents, businesses and
organisations in The Hills to
help achleve atargetof $3.4
million by joining in
fundraising activities on
Saturday for McHappy Day.
Ronald McDonald House
provides support for
seriously ill children and their
families. Buy a Big Mac or
give a donation at your local
McDonald's, including the
Kellyville store, Details:
mchappyday.com.au.

take a™™
number

133

s garage saleswerereg-
isteredin The Hills Dis-
trict at the national Garage
Sale Trail. This was the third
highest totalin NSW, behind
Waverley and City of Sydney.
“Rather than throwing out
our possessions, we can sell
them to those who may ap-
preciate them more,” Mayor
Michelle Byrne said.

T TR T I A B

ROUSE HILL

Drive-by shooting spree

A HOUSE in Rouse Hill was
peppered with bullets in a
drive-by  shooting on
Monday.

The Hills police were
called to McGuirk Way just
before 4am after reports of
shots being fired.

Two brothers were in the
house at the time of the inci-
dent and were spoken to by
police after the shooting.

+
ROUSE HILL TIMES. Wednesday. November €. 2013 03

Officers found a number
of bullet holes in the two sto-
rey home, with bullet cas-
ings found at thescene taken
for forensic examination.

The State Crime Com-
mand's Gang Squad is also
investigating, with officers
trying to determine if there
was a link with a shooting at
Winsten Hills on Sunday
night.
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Page 2 of 4

generations to deal with," he said.

Under the proposal, residentiai rates will increase by 5.3 per cent for the 2014/15 financial year.
This represents an extra 3 per cent over the announced rate rise allowed for all councils of

2.3 per cent.

For business rates, the council proposes to create two rating categories for business from
2014/15 onwards. These will be determined by location.

The two business categories will be:

1 Business General

O Business Sub-Category (This applies to businesses located in Arndell Park,

Blackiown, Eastern Creek, Glendenning, Huntingwood, Kings Park, Marsden Park,

Minchinbury, Mt Druitt, Prospect, Riverstone, Rooty Hill, Seven Hills).

The councl! is proposing a 5.3 per centincrease In the 2014/15 financial year for businesses in the
Business General category. This includes the 2.3 per cent rate pegging limit set by the State
Government. This category will have an extra increase above the rate pegging limit for

the 2014/15 financial year only.

The proposed increase for businesses in the Business Sub-Category is 12.3 per cent in 2014/15
and 10 per cent in addition to the generally allowed Independent Pricing and Regulatory (IPART)
limit in 2015/16.

This represents an additional 10 per cent over the rate pegging limit set by the

State Government in each of the next two years. As noted above, this category applies to
businesses located in Arndell Park, Blacktown, Eastern Creek, Glendenning, Huntingwood,
Kings Park, Marsden Park, Minchinbury, Mount Druitt, Prospect, Riverstone, Rooty Hil),

Seven Hills.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS

(Register by cailing 9839 6000)

Tuesday 14 January 2014

4pm - 8pm

The Mount Druitt Hub, Ayres Grove, Mount Druitt

Tuesday 14 January 2014

4pm - 8pm

Max Webber Library, corner Flushcombe Road and Alpha Street, Blacktown

Thursday 16 January 2014

10am - 2pm

http:/Awww.dailytelegraph.com.awnewslocal/west/blacktown-council-considers-incre...  13/12/2013
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Media Enquiry

James | SMH

Wednesday 19 February 2014

Council officers responsible: Ross Kingsley, Wayne Rogers, Scott Douglass

Enquiry
I am a reporter for the SMH.

We are coliecting information about Sydney councils and rates.
Could you please advise if you have plans for the following:

1. Have you applied for a special variation for next financial year's rates?

2. Are you considering applying for a special variation in the future? If so, please
specify.

3. Please provide the reason for any such variation, such as increased demand for
services, financial pressure or other.

4. How much are rates at present? How much do you expect this to increase over
coming financial years?

My absolute deadline is for a response is 10am Thursday morning. Please call on
numbers below if this is an issue.

Response

Blacktown City Council is the largest government area in NSW by population with a current
population of 318,000, expected to reach 500,000 people over the next 25 years. The resuit
of this is an increasing pressure on existing public infrastructure.

At 30 June 2013, Blacktown City Council’s infrastructure was valued at $2.8 billion, and this
will grow by around $500 million in the next 10 years. Nearly $1.6 billion worth of these
assets is transport infrastructure (including roads and kerb and guttering, bridges, traffic
facilities and path paving). At 30 June 2013 Council’'s estimate of the cost to bring the City's
assets to satisfactory standard was $68 million. This estimate relates to existing
infrastructure value without improvements or upgrade.

Council has reached the point where it needs to invest more to renew the City's
infrastructure. If it does not do this now, Council will need to spend much more in the future,
as the infrastructure will have a reduced useful life and need to be replaced earlier.
Council's objective is to maximise the life of the infrastructure it maintains on behalf of the
community, at the lowest cost over the long term.

If Council does not address this issue now, it is projected that in 10 years its backlog will
increase to $139 million and in 20 years further increase to $758 million.

In NSW it is estimated that the backlog of total council infrastructure renewal works is
approximately $7.2 billion. Councils throughout Australia are being urged by Government to
treat infrastructure renewal as a critical priority.

Council has carefully considered the options available to address the infrastructure renewal
challenge and established that the most viable, long-term solution is to fund the works
through a rate rise, as well as through further efficiency savings and the reallocation of
some of its capital works spending.

Council has notified the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunai (IPART) of its
intention to submit an application for a Special Rate Variation of 5.3% for residential rates

for the 2014/15 financial year.

Council has resolved to increase residential and general business rates by 3% above the
Rate Pegging limit in 2014/2015, and to increase business rates for all businesses identified
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within a Business Sub Category by 10% above the Rate Pegging limit in 2014/2015 and in
2015/16.

Council endorsed the Special Rate Variation on 19 February, 2014 and is in the process of
submitting its application to IPART.

This increase will mean the current year average residential rate of $865.61 will increase by
88 cents per week, or $46 per year, to an annual totai of $911.49.

A community engagement program was carried out from November 2013 to February 2014,
in accordance with the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Division of Local Government
and Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) Special Rate Variation
Guidelines and Council's Community Engagement Strategy.

Council's funding strategy means an additional $8.5 million will be allocated to infrastructure

renewal works in the next financial year, and in the following years an additional $11.5
million will be allocated to these works.
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Newspaper Advertisement

Newspaper advertisement in the following newspapers and
dates

. Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News - 10 December 2013
. Rouse Hill Times - 11 December 2013
. Mt Druitt - St Marys Standard - 11 December 2013
. Blacktown Advocate - 11 December 2013
. Blacktown Sun - 14 January 2014
. Blacktown Sun - 14 January 2014
. Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News - 14 January 2014
. Blacktown Advocate - 15 January 2014
. Rouse Hill Times - 15 January 2014
10. Mt Druitt - St Marys Standard - 15 January 2014

CoOoNOOTUA,WNERE
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Blacktown City Council is proposing to apply to
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory (IPART) for
a special rate variation of 5.3% for residential rates
for the 2014/15 financial year.

Rates for businesses located in the major business
activity centres of the City are proposed to be
increased by 12.3% in 2014/15 and a further 13% in
2015/16. This will affect approximately two-thirds of
businesses. Other businesses will have an increase
of 5.3% in rates for 2014/15, with no further
additional special rate increases in subsequent
years.

Every additional dollar from the special rate
increase will go to funding renewal works for
infrastructure, such as roads, footpaths, bridges,
drainage and stormwater assets, and parks, as
well as buildings such as libraries and community
centres.

Council wants to work with the community to
address the infrastructure funding issue. Information
brochures will be sent to every ratepayer in the
next week, and there will be a range of community
information sessions in January.

What a special rate variation
would mean for you

Current year average Residential rates: $865.61

Residential

How much wiII‘ average rates be without $885.52
the proposed increase? *

How much will average rates be with a $911.49
5.3% increase in 2014/2015? :

YVhat is the average one-off annual $45.88
increase?

What is the average weekly increase? $0.88

* Based on the average residential rate and
announced Rate Pegging limit of 2.3%
in 2014/2015.

Information on business rates and their
associated changes will be provided directly
to all Blacktown City businesses and available
at www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Important information about your rates

Your City, Your Say

Council’s Long Term Financial Plan and Delivery
Program, which includes information on the
proposed rate increase for infrastructure renewal,
is on public exhibition until 3 February 2014.

These documents can be viewed at Council’s Civic
Centre, all Libraries and at
www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au.

We need your feedback to help build a stronger
future. You are invited to make comment on these
documents and Council’s proposal for a rate
increase by 3 February 2014. Council will consider
all submissions before making a formal application
for a rate increase.

To find out more and provide feedback:

Website: Community Consultation website
www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Email: yoursay@blacktown.nsw.gov.au
Phone: 02 9839 6000
Post: PO Box 63, Blacktown NSW 2148

Come tO our Community |nf0rmati0n SeSSionS Attendees to the Community Information Sessions are encouraged to register by calling 9839 6000.

Note: Community Information
Sessions are not public meetings,
they are an opportunity to speak
one-on-one with Council Officers
about the rate rise proposal.
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4pm - 8pm

The Mount Druitt Hub
Ayres Grove, Mount Druitt

4pm — 8pm

Max Webber Library
corner Flushcombe Road
and Alpha Street, Blacktown

10am — 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm

Emerton Leisure Centre
27-51 Jersey Road,
Emerton

Riverstone Jim Southee
Neighbourhood Centre,
corner Park and Market

Street, Riverstone

Community Centre
117 James Cook Drive,
Kings Langley

—

Blacktown City [@elt[glell

Building a stronger future | www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au



Page 3 of 6

Glow west for the Christmas spirit
Herald Sun, www.heraldsun.com.au 07 Dec 2013 1:14 AM
337 words - ASR AUD 557 - ID: 226869604

Read on source website

l 75,164 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS
620 AV. STORY AUDIENCE

Caller Robert says that the Blacktown Council also surveyed residents to determine a ...

2UE, Sydney, The George and Paul Show, George Moore & Paul B Kidd 08 Dec 2013 11:15 AM
Duration: 0 min 51 secs - ASR AUD 1,071 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00055533788

Caller Robert says that the Blacktown Council also surveyed residents to determine a rates increase,
like the Liverpool City Council, but that the councillors did not know about it.

L 60,000 ALL
22,000 MALE 16+
38,000 FEMALE 16+
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http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/glow-west-for-the-christmas-spirit/story-fnii5s3y-1226777549344
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/glow-west-for-the-christmas-spirit/story-fnii5s3y-1226777549344
http://www.mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://www.mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://www.mediaportal.com/mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=60920&nm=George+Moore+%26+Paul+B+Kidd

Stanley gives details of a story in the Blacktown Advocate this morning about Blacktown...

2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell 13 Feb 2014 7:19 AM
Duration: 5 mins 1 sec - ASR AUD 3,793 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056201877

Stanley gives details of a story in the Blacktown Advocate this morning about Blacktown Council
considering spending up to $250,000 on consultants to devise a new logo and slogan for the city.
Linnell notes that the council is closing local pools and Stanley says they want to increase rates.
Interview with Evan Sieff, Reporter, Blacktown Advocate. Sieff says that councillors were ‘gagged' but
Councillor Edmond Atalla was so outraged he posted about it on Facebook. He says that the current
slogan for Blacktown is ‘growing with pride', something he did not know before he wrote the story. He
points out that no decisions have been made by the council on this matter. Linnell notes that the
council has closed Mount Druitt's public pool and will likely sell this land to developers. He gives details
of the council's budget and investments around the state. Sieff says a lot of councillors say all this is
off-set by the asset renewal backlog. He explains what asset renewal is. Linnell says something must be done about the Mount Druitt
pool. Sieff says it was decided last year to send the issue of the pool to a group of students at the University of Western Sydney and
they are working on a project to find a way to make the pool more financially sustainable.

Interviewees L 36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+

Evan Sieff, Reporter, Blacktown Advocate 20,000 FEMALE 16+

Caller Colleen says at least the Blacktown Council is not corrupt and they have money in...

2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell 13 Feb 2014 7:24 AM
Duration: 1 min 46 secs - ASR AUD 1,336 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202033

Caller Colleen says at least the Blacktown Council is not corrupt and they have money in the bank.
She says she was in another council in the north for 40 years and they did nothing. She says they are
keeping the roads well and she is 'very happy' with them. She says she feels a bit sad about the
closure of the Mount Druitt pool but hopefully it will re-open. Stanley suggests that it is 'not a good look'
for the council to spend so much on consultants to come up with a slogan. Colleen says she does not
mind the rate rises because the rates need to go up. Linnell says Australia is 'over-governed'.

L 36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+
20,000 FEMALE 16+

Caller David rings in relation to his dissatisfaction with Blacktown Council. He say his wi...

2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell 13 Feb 2014 7:29 AM
Duration: 0 min 39 secs - ASR AUD 491 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202132

Caller David rings in relation to his dissatisfaction with Blacktown Council. He say his wife is on
Bushcare and has been asking for a tap for two years for water. She says she has sent emails about it.
He says the athletic track was closed for a film production and it has been ripped apart. He says they
will not spend any money.

L 36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+
20,000 FEMALE 16+
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http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=77437&nm=John+Stanley+and+Garry+Linnell
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
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http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=77437&nm=John+Stanley+and+Garry+Linnell
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=55&mo=2UE
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=77437&nm=John+Stanley+and+Garry+Linnell

Smith says The Telegraph last month reported the second Sydney airport at Badgerys ...

2GB, Sydney, Breakfast, Chris Smith 13 Feb 2014 7:39 AM
Duration: 1 min 9 secs - ASR AUD 1,859 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202311

Smith says The Telegraph last month reported the second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek was a
done deal, but is today reporting that PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on approving it until at
least next month due to concerns about potential backlash from Western Sydney Liberal MPs. Smith
says Abbott will convene a special Western Sydney committee comprising Western Sydney Liberals,
which means they are stepping slowly in case of an electoral backlash. Smith says they need to get on
with it.

* 188,000 ALL
85,000 MALE 16+
100,000 FEMALE 16+

Gosford?s grand plan in the can

Daily Telegraph Australia, www.dailytelegraph.com.au 13 Feb 2014 7:52 AM

343 words - ASR AUD 283 - ID: 236928170
Read on source website

1 33,479 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS
521 AV. STORY AUDIENCE

PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on a second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek ...

Smooth FM 95.3, Sydney, 08:00 News, Newsreader 13 Feb 2014 8:02 AM
Duration: 0 min 17 secs - ASR AUD 405 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203196

PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on a second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek due to government concern about a potential
backlash against Western Sydney Liberal MPs.

L 53,000 ALL
16,000 MALE 16+
35,000 FEMALE 16+

Approval of Sydney's second airport at Badgerys Creek has been put on hold, with Prim...

Triple M, Sydney, 08:00 News, Newsreader 13 Feb 2014 8:09 AM

Duration: 0 min 10 secs - ASR AUD 401 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203093

Approval of Sydney's second airport at Badgerys Creek has been put on hold, with Prime Minister
Tony Abbott fearing a potential backlash from local Liberal MPs.

* 62,000 ALL
51,000 MALE 16+
9,000 FEMALE 16+

Interview with Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council. Stanley notes they have ...

2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell 13 Feb 2014 8:24 AM

Duration: 3 mins 41 secs - ASR AUD 2,785 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203418

Interview with Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council. Stanley notes they have received a lot
of calls on Blacktown Council, who are reportedly spending $250,000 on consultants to find a new
slogan. Caller Maria says a children's sports club was kicked off sports grounds because it has
become part of an International Sportspark for elite sports. She notes their training has been delayed.
Bali says there has been a lack of consultation regarding the sports ground, and the shut down of the
Mount Druitt Swimming Pool. He questions why Blacktown would look at rebranding, and notes they
want to massively increase rates. Stanley says he will try and speak with the Mayor.

Interviewees L 36,000 ALL
13,000 MALE 16+

Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council 10,000 FEMALE 16+
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http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=23&mo=2GB
http://mediaportal.com/mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=23&mo=2GB
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