
Appendix 26

Main media coverage  of  infrastructure asset renewal and funding strategy 
including proposed special variation during 2013 and 2014.

• 46 newspaper articles

• 10 newspaper advertisements

• 3 media enquiries

• 4 broadcast media

Readership figures: 

• Blacktown Advocate: 75,000

• Blacktown Sun: 59,000

• Mount Druitt - St Marys Standard: 54,000

• Rouse Hill Times: 77,000

• Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News: 11,260

• St Marys - Mt Druitt Star: 44,000
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Newspaper Advertisement 

Newspaper advertisement in the following newspapers and 
dates

1. Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News - 10 December 2013
2. Rouse Hill Times - 11 December 2013
3. Mt Druitt - St Marys Standard - 11 December 2013
4. Blacktown Advocate - 11 December 2013
5. Blacktown Sun - 14 January 2014
6. Blacktown Sun -  14 January 2014
7. Rouse Hill - Stanhope Garden News - 14 January 2014
8. Blacktown Advocate - 15 January 2014
9. Rouse Hill Times - 15 January 2014
10. Mt Druitt - St Marys Standard - 15 January 2014
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Building a stronger future | www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Blacktown City Council is proposing to apply to 
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory (IPART) for 
a special rate variation of 5.3% for residential rates 
for the 2014/15 financial year.

Rates for businesses located in the major business 
activity centres of the City are proposed to be 
increased by 12.3% in 2014/15 and a further 13% in 
2015/16. This will affect approximately two-thirds of 
businesses. Other businesses will have an increase 
of 5.3% in rates for 2014/15, with no further 
additional special rate increases in subsequent 
years. 

Every additional dollar from the special rate 
increase will go to funding renewal works for 
infrastructure, such as roads, footpaths, bridges, 
drainage and stormwater assets, and parks, as 
well as buildings such as libraries and community 
centres. 

Current year average Residential rates: $865.61

Residential Next year

How much will average rates be without 
the proposed increase? *

$885.52

How much will average rates be with a 
5.3% increase in 2014/2015?

$911.49

What is the average one-off annual 
increase?

$45.88

What is the average weekly increase? $0.88

What a special rate variation 
would mean for you

Come to our Community Information Sessions
Tuesday 14 January 2014

4pm - 8pm

The Mount Druitt Hub 
Ayres Grove, Mount Druitt

Thursday 16 January 2014 

10am – 2pm 

Riverstone 
Neighbourhood Centre, 
corner Park and Market 
Street, Riverstone

Thursday 16 January 2014

4pm – 8pm 

Max Webber Library 
corner Flushcombe Road 
and Alpha Street, Blacktown

Saturday 18 January 2014

10am - 2pm

Jim Southee  
Community Centre 
117 James Cook Drive, 
Kings Langley

Monday 20 January 2014

10am - 2pm

Emerton Leisure Centre 
27-51 Jersey Road, 
Emerton

Attendees to the Community Information Sessions are encouraged to register by calling 9839 6000.

Note: Community Information 
Sessions are not public meetings, 
they are an opportunity to speak 
one-on-one with Council Officers 
about the rate rise proposal.

Council’s Long Term Financial Plan and Delivery 
Program, which includes information on the 
proposed rate increase for infrastructure renewal, 
is on public exhibition until 3 February 2014.

These documents can be viewed at Council’s Civic 
Centre, all Libraries and at  
www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au.

We need your feedback to help build a stronger 
future. You are invited to make comment on these 
documents and Council’s proposal for a rate 
increase by 3 February 2014. Council will consider 
all submissions before making a formal application 
for a rate increase.

To find out more and provide feedback:

Building a stronger future | www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

*  Based on the average residential rate and
announced Rate Pegging limit of 2.3%
in 2014/2015.

Information on business rates and their 
associated changes will be provided directly 
to all Blacktown City businesses and available 
at www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Website:  Community Consultation website 
www.yoursay.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Email: yoursay@blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Phone: 02 9839 6000

Post: PO Box 63, Blacktown NSW 2148

Important information about your rates
Your City, Your Say

Building a stronger future

Council wants to work with the community to 
address the infrastructure funding issue. Information 
brochures will be sent to every ratepayer in the 
next week, and there will be a range of community 
information sessions in January. 
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Page 3 of 6

Glow west for the Christmas spirit
07 Dec 2013 1:14 AMHerald Sun, www.heraldsun.com.au

337 words - ASR AUD 557 - ID: 226869604

Read on source website

75,164 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS
620 AV. STORY AUDIENCE

Caller Robert says that the Blacktown Council also surveyed residents to determine a ...
08 Dec 2013 11:15 AM2UE, Sydney, The George and Paul Show, George Moore & Paul B Kidd

Duration: 0 min 51 secs - ASR AUD 1,071 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00055533788

Caller Robert says that the Blacktown Council also surveyed residents to determine a rates increase,
like the Liverpool City Council, but that the councillors did not know about it.

60,000 ALL
22,000 MALE 16+
38,000 FEMALE 16+
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Page 18 of 42

Stanley gives details of a story in the Blacktown Advocate this morning about Blacktown...
13 Feb 2014 7:19 AM2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell

Duration: 5 mins 1 sec - ASR AUD 3,793 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056201877

Stanley gives details of a story in the Blacktown Advocate this morning about Blacktown Council
considering spending up to $250,000 on consultants to devise a new logo and slogan for the city.
Linnell notes that the council is closing local pools and Stanley says they want to increase rates.
Interview with Evan Sieff, Reporter, Blacktown Advocate. Sieff says that councillors were 'gagged' but
Councillor Edmond Atalla was so outraged he posted about it on Facebook. He says that the current
slogan for Blacktown is 'growing with pride', something he did not know before he wrote the story. He
points out that no decisions have been made by the council on this matter. Linnell notes that the
council has closed Mount Druitt's public pool and will likely sell this land to developers. He gives details
of the council's budget and investments around the state. Sieff says a lot of councillors say all this is

off-set by the asset renewal backlog. He explains what asset renewal is. Linnell says something must be done about the Mount Druitt
pool. Sieff says it was decided last year to send the issue of the pool to a group of students at the University of Western Sydney and
they are working on a project to find a way to make the pool more financially sustainable.

36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+
20,000 FEMALE 16+

Interviewees

Evan Sieff, Reporter, Blacktown Advocate

Caller Colleen says at least the Blacktown Council is not corrupt and they have money in...
13 Feb 2014 7:24 AM2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell

Duration: 1 min 46 secs - ASR AUD 1,336 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202033

Caller Colleen says at least the Blacktown Council is not corrupt and they have money in the bank.
She says she was in another council in the north for 40 years and they did nothing. She says they are
keeping the roads well and she is 'very happy' with them. She says she feels a bit sad about the
closure of the Mount Druitt pool but hopefully it will re-open. Stanley suggests that it is 'not a good look'
for the council to spend so much on consultants to come up with a slogan. Colleen says she does not
mind the rate rises because the rates need to go up. Linnell says Australia is 'over-governed'.

36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+
20,000 FEMALE 16+

Caller David rings in relation to his dissatisfaction with Blacktown Council. He say his wi...
13 Feb 2014 7:29 AM2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell

Duration: 0 min 39 secs - ASR AUD 491 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202132

Caller David rings in relation to his dissatisfaction with Blacktown Council. He say his wife is on
Bushcare and has been asking for a tap for two years for water. She says she has sent emails about it.
He says the athletic track was closed for a film production and it has been ripped apart. He says they
will not spend any money.

36,000 ALL
15,000 MALE 16+
20,000 FEMALE 16+
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Page 20 of 42

Smith says The Telegraph last month reported the second Sydney airport at Badgerys ...
13 Feb 2014 7:39 AM2GB, Sydney , Breakfast, Chris Smith

Duration: 1 min 9 secs - ASR AUD 1,859 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056202311

Smith says The Telegraph last month reported the second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek was a
done deal, but is today reporting that PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on approving it until at
least next month due to concerns about potential backlash from Western Sydney Liberal MPs. Smith
says Abbott will convene a special Western Sydney committee comprising Western Sydney Liberals,
which means they are stepping slowly in case of an electoral backlash. Smith says they need to get on
with it.

188,000 ALL
85,000 MALE 16+
100,000 FEMALE 16+

Gosford?s grand plan in the can
13 Feb 2014 7:52 AMDaily Telegraph Australia, www.dailytelegraph.com.au

343 words - ASR AUD 283 - ID: 236928170

Read on source website

33,479 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS
521 AV. STORY AUDIENCE

PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on a second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek ...
13 Feb 2014 8:02 AMSmooth FM 95.3, Sydney, 08:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 17 secs - ASR AUD 405 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203196

PM Tony Abbott has delayed a decision on a second Sydney airport at Badgerys Creek due to government concern about a potential
backlash against Western Sydney Liberal MPs.

53,000 ALL
16,000 MALE 16+
35,000 FEMALE 16+

Approval of Sydney's second airport at Badgerys Creek has been put on hold, with Prim...
13 Feb 2014 8:09 AMTriple M, Sydney, 08:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 10 secs - ASR AUD 401 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203093

Approval of Sydney's second airport at Badgerys Creek has been put on hold, with Prime Minister
Tony Abbott fearing a potential backlash from local Liberal MPs.

62,000 ALL
51,000 MALE 16+
9,000 FEMALE 16+

Interview with Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council. Stanley notes they have ...
13 Feb 2014 8:24 AM2UE, Sydney, Breakfast, John Stanley and Garry Linnell

Duration: 3 mins 41 secs - ASR AUD 2,785 - NSW - Australia - ID: W00056203418

Interview with Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council. Stanley notes they have received a lot
of calls on Blacktown Council, who are reportedly spending $250,000 on consultants to find a new
slogan. Caller Maria says a children's sports club was kicked off sports grounds because it has
become part of an International Sportspark for elite sports. She notes their training has been delayed.
Bali says there has been a lack of consultation regarding the sports ground, and the shut down of the
Mount Druitt Swimming Pool. He questions why Blacktown would look at rebranding, and notes they
want to massively increase rates. Stanley says he will try and speak with the Mayor.

36,000 ALL
13,000 MALE 16+
19,000 FEMALE 16+

Interviewees

Stephen Bali, Councillor, Blacktown City Council
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