The Chairmayol

Independemt P
2/44 Market Stred
SYDNEY , _2000.

Dear Sir,

Tt appears that the State Government has lodged an
application to Increase rail fares in N.S.W. Many people believe
that any increases should. be limited to the increase im the C.P.I.
component of the present Hrmulae. No doubt the Gowermment will
sufgmit a case for any increase.

I am nor. so concerned about any increase in fares but
that the present level of fares tor pensioners etc. are out of
kilter and are actually comtricvutimg to the decline in the rural
povulatiom when compared to tne population in the cities. The
present arrangement is tnat a fare of $1.10 covers daily trauel ny
penssioners in the metropolitan area of Sydney. la effect this means
that pensioners can travel by train,, government bus Or guvernment
ferry anywhere in the Sydney area.

This means that a pemnsioner or elderly person can travel
from, say, Penrith, to Manly to Palm Beach and back to Penrith for
$1.10. In the area in which I live, the pensioner fare is $2.20
and, covers travel from Lithgow to tne Sydney area memntioned above.
But 1t still costs, a pensioner $2.20 to travel the snort distance
from Katoomba to Hazelbrook. And there is only a rail service in
this area, no other form of government transport.

Very few people travel by public transport outside (and
inside) the area covered by CityRail. If the present State
Gouernment is serious about inecreasing the pupulation in the outer
Sydney area they could do so easily if the following proposal was
accepted.

Firstly the present city area should he divided imto two
sections. Possibly section 1 could cover all gpvermment transport
from Emu Plains to the southern shore of Sydney Harbour, including
orth Sydney and the suburbs om tne immediate north of the Harbour.

he second section would ecover tne area on the north side of tne
narbour but includimg Wynyard Stion and suburbs immediately south
of the harbour. Therefore a peansioner ticke from Wynyard to Palm
Eeacn would still cost only $1.19 out a ticket from Hurstville to
Cnatswood would cost $2.20.

Tne State could be diwided imto zones, each ecosting $1.10
thus a journey cecovering two zones would. be $2.20, tnree zones $#3.30
and so on. At present Sydney hes tnree means of Goverament transport,
train, ferry Or tus. Newcastle has two, traim or bus, but other
zomes have just one form of transport, viz., train and, generally
speaking, the train serviece is nothing: much. to write about.
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The only location other than Sydney, wmere you will fimd
Governient buses, 1S Newcastle but the services provided are not
fre,uent or eztensive. There are ireguent train services to the
Maitland area but these are timed to conneet with services to Sydney,

My view 1S that the Countrylink sstvicass should be
continued as some people wWill not :ind paying higher fares provided
that the service provided 1s commensurate .Neverless | believe that
smaller rail venicles should pbe provided SO as to emable people to
travel to larger areas ,exc luding the Sydmey metropoliyanm area.

Dubuo , FOr examply ,is a large city with a population of
approximately 30,000 . 'let there is no State Goveranment services
conmecting Dubbo with numercus smaller estakvlishments other than
Countrylink bus services to Cobar, Bourke etc. But these seem
merely to emable people to travel to Sydamey. My wife and. | recently
went to Palm Beach by bus. and | was very interested in the way the
driver drove tine bus, which was an articulated vehiecle, im traffic
as well as collecting fares.

The thought oceurred to me that a similiar type of light
vehicle aould be driven on railgay limes and, i f this was the case,
st.noring would be a very easy task as the rails would do most of
th'é"'WorE- Tn past. years platforms were provided for passengers but
tne somewhat elaborate facilities that were provided are no longer
necessary. All that is needed is a short plattorm with provisiom
for adverse weather conditions.

Ticket issuimg macnines cuuld be provided but a better
idea would be, in ny opinion,. for an empl yee be provided on each
rail weniecle to handle the issue of tickets. After all, if a bus
driver can do this, wny wouldm't a railway employee be able to do
tne sane.

I do nocv know if the Government will improve conditions
ifan inecrease in tne eost of fares is allowed but any increase,
above the ¢ .P.I. component could and snoula only be grated on
comd tion that tne Government improves train Sservices.

Yours siance ely,,

(Mr.)} A.J. Beeney.

P.S. I regret that this letter has not been: signed and that some
erro s might hgve happened during, typing. However | cannot write ¢
legibly with nmy right hand (and I am right handed) SO | hawe to use
a typewriter using just my ieft hand.



