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In t3.w Terms of Refkence Sx tbe inqUj, poht 5, r& to 'an app;raisal of tbe overall 
public be f i t  to the wider commtmW. KBCS requests that the issues outlined below 
be given greater weight m the fidreqort- 

I 

26 April 2002 

Submhsiom on tbe fntmhu &q~~f ' t  on ]Electricity Undeqpunding h NSW and 
the IPART bearing on 19 April 2002. , 

FolIoWing our attendance at the hearing on 19/4/02 the Ku-riq-gai Bat Consemtm ' n  
Society (KBCS) presents this second sulxnhsbn to the RART inquiry into the beneiits, 
costs and fimding of rmdergnrtmding'electri& supply in urban areas- 

Ecosystem Services 
The KBCS m its previous submission explained that the electtocution of flying-fixes on 
overhead powerlines contributed to the population decline of a threatened species, the 
grey-headet? fIying-fox PtwopspoZiocephak The ecosystem services it perfarros are 
pouination of  many eucalypt species and dispersal of a suite of &orest seeds. It 
would be extremely expensh to carry out these processes artificially, yet at present, it 
is diBcuk to value sucb ecosystem d c e s  in dollar tams. This is why, the 
'precautionary principk' has been included in the principles of Ecologically Sustainable 
D e w l o p ~ t .  

Nevertheless, there is a benest to the whole c o b  in avoidiug electrocutions of 
Bying-fbxes as a contribtion to rmuntammg 

In Section 3.2.2, the electrocutbn of ~~ is only mentioned as a matter imprtoved 
public and wildlif2 d t y .  Instead, 'ecosystem sG1;Vices' s h o d  be presented m the W 
report as a separate subsection in additio~ to the point made in 3.2.2. 

the ecosystem senjces thy  perform. . . .  

Ecological Value of L d  Native Street T- 
Although Figure 3.1, includes 'ecological a d  bmlogical ,&dty'  under improved 
8menity, the beme& to the community of retaining and having the space to mplant trees 
m streets to act as bio-linkages between m d  areas is not m d ~ d .  

Also,thereisconsiderablecammnunty anger at the way in which trees ofall kiuds are 

communic8fions cables, Trees made mstaBle and unhealthy by mere pruning are more 
likely to break and ikll in storm. 

~~~sotnetenninalEy,byco~~rspnmbngaraundlpowertinesancl 

I 

. .  
I 
i 
~ 



I 

I FROM : Pallin PHONE NO. : +61 2 94162815 Qpr. 26 2002 83:SSPM P2 I I 

c;ommunities will fiom a comprehensive plan to underground electricity 
cables across entire urban meas because trees in streets provide a wide range o f  benefits 
including amelioration of local climate, supporting wildlife and improving visual 
amenity. 

Replacing power poles 
The cost to the environment of taking mature e s  &om forests for replacing power 
poles is an expense to the envhmmt. Therefore, this is a cost which can be avoided 
with undergrounding power. 

Funding 
Table 4.1 is missing some ticks. Under the column, Fib Community, there should be 
a tick against, Reduce wildlifi?' el&trocutions because them is a bemefit tiom the whole 
community in terms of mtuntarmry ecosystem sehices by eliminating flying-fox 
clectrocutions. The reduction in transmission losses is a community benefit m that any 
reduction in the production of greenhouse gasses benefits everyone on earth. 

- I .  

KBCS believes that the decision to underground ele&ity in urban areascannot be 
made on cost alone. There are important coMmwnjty benefits which cannot be gim 
dollar values, as clearly stated in the report. 

These UnquantWle beneijts cannot be measured by estimating consumetls wilbgness 
to pay f i r  undergrounding (Box 3.1). For example, very fkw people would have enough 
knowledge of the environment to understand the benefits to the community as a whole 
h m  preventing the electrocution of flying-fixes and retaining mature native trees m . 

Urbanstreets. 

We remind the Triiunal that the NSW Government and its Various bodies have adopted 
the Principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development and the NS W Biodiversity 
Strategy. Therefire, even IPART, is obliged to consider the longer term impacts of its 
recommendations on the environment and therefore on htme generations. We look 
forward to the final repoa. 

fCKS agrees with Peter Downcy f h n  Sydnq Cables Down Under - "Wbat we need is a program that is 
a&dabIe and gives evhyone a reason to want to opt b. I f  there are meas opting out you destroy the 
eccnomics of the projact, remove the ability to redesign the aehNork and gain maximum efiiciencies that 
benefit ewryone". 

Yours sincerely, 

Nancy Pallin (phone 02 9416 7334) 
Chairperson 
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