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Draft decisions on recycled water prices for public water utilities

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) is seeking feedback on its
draft decisions on the pricing framework for recycled water schemes.

This review looks at the pricing arrangements that apply to recycled water, sewer
mining and stormwater harvesting services provided by public water utilities and the
pricing methodology for recycled water developer charges.

In coming to its draft decisions, IPART has considered stakeholder feedback provided
in response to its Issues Paper and at a Public Hearing.

IPART Chair Dr Paul Paterson said our draft decisions establish a pricing framework
that is flexible and administratively simple to implement, and which promotes efficient
investment in, and uptake of, recycled water.

“We address stakeholder submissions by recognising the broader benefits of recycled
water, while protecting customers from unwarranted price increases” he said.

“In particular, our draft framework would allow the costs of recycled water schemes to
be considered in the context of the system-wide outcomes they achieve” Dr Paterson
said.

“We recognise the cost savings recycled water can deliver from delaying or averting
the need for augmentation of a public water utility’s network. We also recognise the
potential for environmental, health, and liveability benefits from recycled water
schemes.”

IPART has also addressed the recommendations set out in the Infrastructure NSW
review of regulatory barriers to cost-effective water recycling.

IPART is seeking comments on the Draft Report for recycled water prices and Draft
Determination for recycled water developer charges. Submissions are due by 26 April
2019 and will be considered before IPART’s Final Report and Determination are
released in late June 2019.
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