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1. Are there concerns with the prices councils
charge for domestic waste management
services? Why/why not?

The discussion paper raises concerns
regarding some Councils having a surplus due
to the annual revenue exceeding the annual
expenses with regard to collection.

Councils who run their own waste facilities will
need to hold surplus to save for very large and
infrequent costs like new cell construction,
new site establishment, capping and
rehabilitation and plant replacement.

For councils not running facilities these costs
would be spread evenly with their regular
tipping costs and any surplus would be held by
the facility owner to enable them to carry out
the upgrades.

MWRC is subject to price fluctuation outside
of Councils control. The recycling market is
volatile and prices paid for product or charged
by recyclers varies month to month. It would
be a poor outcome to have charges capped or
regulated to an extent where Councils are
forced to landfill product due to inadequate
financial resource to make improvements to
recycling collection or sorting systems that
would allow quality separation into the future.
State Government has set waste minimisation
targets and Councils need adequate financial
resources to meet targets, and the cost of
meeting targets will vary depending on
volumes produced and access to markets.
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2. If there are concerns, how should IPART
respond? For example, if IPART was to
regulate or provide greater oversight of these
charges, what approach would be the most
appropriate? Why?

Nil

3. Would an online centralised database of all
NSW councils’ domestic waste charges
allowing councils and ratepayers to compare
charges across comparable councils for
equivalent services (eg, kerbside collection),
and/or a set of principles to guide councils in
pricing domestic waste charges, be helpful?
Why/why not?

A centralised database is not appropriate due
to the huge variation in the suite of services
provided by individual Council’s as part of
their DWMC. Examples of variations include
weekly/ fortnightly collections, FOGO/ Garden
or no organics collection, recycling/ no
recycling or drop off only facilities.

A database available to the public would result
in comparison of price only without
understanding the differing level of services
provided.

A set of principles as a reference document
for Councils to use would be appropriate.

4. Do you have any other comments on
councils’ domestic waste management
charges?

Nil

5. Which Council do your comments relate to? Mid-western Regional Council
Your submission for this review: Please see attached document.

This will be posted to you also.
If you have attachments you would like to
include with your submission, please attach
them below.
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