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With regards to IPART’ s review into the Gold card, | would like to attach a letter | received
from the then Premier in 2014 , - when | received my Senior’s card.

| do understand that from solely a user’s pay perspective, the current Opal Gold card
might seem to be an overly generous gift to the state’s seniors, however, if one was to
believe the intent of the government’s message the proposed changes seem to completely
forget the contribution they have made over the years to the state.

The line referring to the ‘state’ wishing to encourage retirees to enjoy an active and
healthy lifestyle seems to be lost in the IPART report.

The minimal cost to the government of providing cheap public transport is more than paid
for by the savings that are made to the health costs of a sedentary population which by
implication which will eventuate.

There is also the issue of seniors reverting to private transport. Surely there should be
every possible effort made to reduce the use of private cars.
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1 April 2014

Dear Seniors Card member

On behalf of the NSW Government, | am pleased to present you with your Seniors Card.
Congratulations on becoming part of a growing program offering discounts and benefits
to retired and semi-retired seniors.

The NSW Seniors Card program recognises the contribution that you have made and continue to make
to the community and aims to encourage you to enjoy an active-and heatthy lifestyle: Your Seniors Card
entitles you to concessions on Government transport and many private transport services in NSW, as well
as public transport concessions interstate. Members also enjoy discounts and special offers provided by
businesses and government agencies supporting the program.

Participating businesses display a Seniors Card Welcome Here sticker or sign and are listed in the
annual Seniors Card Discount Directory and on the Seniors Card website www.seniorscard.nsw.gov.au.

You can access directories for all five regions in NSW, find out about special offers, competitions,
avents and signup to the monthly eNewsletter on the website.

Remember to use your Seniors Card when you are shopping or travelling to get the best value
from the program. | hope you enjoy the many benefits of being a NSW Seniors Card member.

Yours sincerely
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Barry O'Farrell "
Premier
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