IPART
PO Box Q290, QVB Post Office, NSW 1230.
REVIEW OF PROPOSED CITYRAIL FARE INCREASES

Dear Sir,

The Overview at the end of the Christie Report gives cost estimates for 16 items that are
required over the next ten years to get the rail system into shape to meet the challenges of the
following decades. These include once-off capital items and recurring maintenance. The total
estimate is $10.2 billion, that is, $10,200 million. This figure, of course, is very rubbery, but
gives an indication of the size of the task.

According to the CityRail submission, it carries 273 million passengers per year. An average

20 cents fare increase on each trip would raise an additional $54 million a year. Even over ten
years, the additional revenue ($540 million) is still only one-twentieth of the investment that

is required. Hardly seems worth the bother, does it.

Unless the government can say when and where the other nineteen parts are coming from,
commuters can have no faith that their widow's mite will make the least bit of difference to
the speed, reliability and convenience of their daily trains.

Yours faithfully,
Allan Miles
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