Review of fees of the OPC

16 July 2008

Dr Michael Keating

Chairman

Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
New South Wales

Dear Dr Keating,

Further to my submission of yesterday 15 July, | have one further comment to make.

In the Overview (page 3) it states ‘.....IPART is seeking stakeholders’ views on broad
issues such as:’ .... ‘the most appropriate means of subsidising clients who have a
limited capacity to pay’.

This was not one of the 26 questions but is an important issue for people such as us.
In Appendix B - OPC policy: Fee waivers, remission or reduction, the OPC state:

(Note that the 4% per annum net income fee for privately managed clients who are
totally or substantially (ie >50%) dependant on Centrelink entitlements is currently an
exempted fee during their lifetime).

This policy is commendable and supports the ‘social conscience’ of OPC and the
NSW Government.

However, the word currently in the above note indicates that it may change at their
discretion at any time — hardly a lifetime exempt fee.

I would like to see this arrangement included as a permanent exemption in the
recommendations of iPART.

With thanks,

Norman Unsworth






